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* and immortal Pleaſures! Let it there- 
fore, Oh James] be thy future Study 
to look forward to that glorious State; 
and learn by a ſteady and obedient Re- 
„ ſignation to the divine Will, to bend 
« thy Mind to the Purſuit of ſuch Ob- 
« jects in this preſent Life, as are calcu- 
„ lated to prepare and qualify thee for a 
happy Eternity. And thou, O thou 
« moſt compaſſionate Father, who. doſt 
4 afflict us but in order to wean our Af- 
fections from the World, do thou graci- 
« oully aid my Undertaking ; make me 
in this Life, an. uſeful. Inſtrument of 
« thy Mercy, and enable me by execut- 
ing a faithful Stewardſhip here, to merit 
« hereafter the dear- bought Reconcili- 
ation of my infinite Redeemer !” 


Theſe Reflections, happily procured our 
Heroe that Eaſe, and Compoſure of Mind 
which are the ſure Effects of pious Me- 
ditation; ſo that his Paſſions ſubſided 
into a religious Calm; and full of pi- 
ous Faith and Obedience, he forgot his 
Cares, and ſunk into Reſt. | "EA 


James did not open his Eyes the next 
Morning till Captain Fefferies (who was 
ſurprized at his late flceping) came 

| into 
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into his Bed-chamber,. and 1014 him 
that his Father purpoſed ſetting out for 
gt in a quarter of an Hour, This 
Summons ſtartled our Heroe, and 
| uced an odd Jumble of Ideas in his 
prod not unlike thoſe of a General, 
who perceives, his Troops, at the ſame 
Time, 15 U his perſonal Aſſiſtance 
in many ant Parts of an Engage- 
ment. 


The Captain having delivered his Sum- 
mons, left James, who preſently aroſe and 
followed him into the Breakfaſting-Room, 
where he found old Mr. Levegrove, diſ- 
charging the Eenete of the Houſe. 


Our Heroe's Face was much overcaſt 
with the Sorrows of his Heart; and even 
the dim Sight of his Father could. per- 
ceive the Chagrin of his Son. © What, 
6 ou / faid the old Gentleman, what! 
« have any Reflections on Airy's Slut diſ- 
“ turbed you? Indeed, my Son, you look 
but poorly, perhaps the Rae wa 
be too much for you.” — 


= 


« No, Sir, interrupted James, I ſhalt 


with the utmoſt Pleaſure leave a Coun- 
w try 


c 


+! . 
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« try which has afforded me none but 
the moſt melancholy Proſpects. 


« Nay, nay, James, replied the old 
« Gentleman, you take on too much, 
« you. ought to bear the Loſs of your 
Friend with more Reſignation,” 


« Sir, anſwered James, I will bear all | 
&« the Misfortunes which Providence 
6c 2 to load me with; but though I I 
& bear with Reſignation, I cannot be in- 

« ſenſible to the Feelings they occaſion.” 


Poor Lad! cried Lovegrove,” as James | 
hid his Face and retired. — Then ringing | 
the Bell, he ordered the Carriages, and 
in leſs than an Hour drove away with his 
Son and Brother-in-Law, for the Seat of 
the Lovegroves. | 


N 
And thus, gentle Reader, we vill let 
them paſs on in Silence, as all Parties 
were too much fatigued by Diſappoint- 
ments and Travelling, to be agreeable 
Company, and therefore unfit for—Ma- 
dam—Sir—your very humble Servant. 
Only give me Leave: to remark to you, 
Madam, or Sir, our Siſter or Brother 
Traveller in theſe Hiſtorick Sheets, that 
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Mr. Lovegrove went out of the Inn but three 
quarters of an Hour later than he intend- 


ed, which was for a Traveller, keeping 
very exact Time. | | 


— 2 * — 


| CHAP. XV. 

Mr. Lovegrove, Amelia, Captain Jeffe- 
ries, his Lady, Mr. and Mrs. Watſon, 

Mr. Watſon's Brother and our Heroe,, 
dine together in this Chapter. 


LD Mr. Lovegrove, having ſignified 
| in a Letter the Time of his Arriyal, 
the Company heleft behind him met them, 
and dined together at his Seat, When 
after the uſual Salutations had paſſed be- 
tween the Families of the Watſons and 
Lovegroves ; between the Wives and their 
Huſbands; the Mother and her Son, Miſs 
Fennour naturally was the Subject of their 
Converſation. The Company, according 
to their Wiſhes or Conceits, gave all their 

te Opinions concerning her: Till at 
length our Heroe, having in his Journey 
ſome what conquered his Griefs, declared. 
that ſhe was then in Cornwall; and had 
been for more than a Week, the Wife of 


his Friend Jonathan Bradley. | 
. . 
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In Cornwall !* ſaid old ann 


« Married to Mr. Bradley ps ſaid Anelia 


« Good Heavens ! tell us, dear Jams, 
% faid All, what you mean by this _ 
2 Aſſertion Fe 


At this Requeſt, our Heroe declared 
the 'whole of his Adventure in the Garden, 
and his Viſit the * Night to Miſs 


Jennour. 


When he had finiſhed, his Father ctied 
out, Then you might have had her if 
« you would.“ 


« I might have prevented her having 
« another, Sir, ſaid James, but I ſcorn 
* Compulſion, and am too proud to aſk 
* the Hand, and be refuſed the Heart. 


&« A Fiddle- ſtick of Heart! ſaid Anelia 


« theſe boyiſh Notions of Love will ruin. 
„ you, James,; indeed, my Son, I thought 
« you had learnt more Prudence.” 


{ 


& Give me Liedpe: Midam, aid our 
« Heroe, I have not yet finiſhed my 
cc « Tate.” * 
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s there Hope left at the bottom? 


s * „ 


anſwered Mr, Watſon ? 


cc 
cc 
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« There is a better Conſolation, Sir, 
ſaid James, there's certainty” — 


„What! my dear Son, ſaid Amelia, 
was this Tale only to deceive us ?? 


« Madam, anſwered James, if you re- 
member, you gavg, me a Letter when 
firſt I came in ?? 8 


Aye, true, I did ſo, I had almoſt 


forgot that Letter; it came two Days 
ago, and I have been puzzling to know 
who it came from!“ 


„Know then, ſaid our Hexoe, that 
it is my Friend Bradley's Hand: And 


he aſſures me herein, that the very next 


Morning, he was Married to the Idol 


„ of his Soul; and with her, intends 
% waiting upon Mr. Walſon in, a few 
Days.“ n ane ON 


cc 
40 


Fad 


wen, 8 
3 ape wow 
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« J know, ſaid Mr. Watſon's Brother, 
the old Batchelor, if this was my Houſe 
— No, true, this is Mr. Lovegrove's; 
bug this I know, that this Bradley will 

never 
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6 never be welcome where TI can fay 
«c nay.” 


te Indeed, Brother, I am of your Mind, 5 
* replied Mrs. Waijon. | 


« My Dear, e Watſon, De- 
* cency and Civility are the Charac- 
*« teriſticks of a Gentleman.“ 


« Yes, when Gentlemen are concern- 
* ed,” ſays the Captain.“ 4 7% , 


“ My dear Friends, replied Jane, Mr. 
& Bradley is my old School-fellow and 
Companion: for my Sake, for his Wife's 
> Sake, receive him with Affection. * 


1 Nay, for my Part, cried Amelia, I 

think ſhe is much more to blame than 
« he is; a poor frolickſome Girl, to throw . 
_« herſelf away in ſuch a Manner! py 


n Comes, come, interrupted old Mr. 
* Lovegrove, we are not concerned, the 
„Viſit is to Mr. Watſon; and I hope Mr. 
« Bradley will ſtay till he's aſked * 
« he come's OE” ” 


Oh 
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Oh, my Dear; anſwered Amelia, 1 
6 have never ſeen | Miſs Jennour yet.“ 
% Mrs, Bradley, Madam. Nod 2178 vou 
40 mean * 2 \ * 


- « Mrs. Bradly'! A fine A1 ure indeed ! ! 

« Why, ſhe is but a Girl, though ſhe 
* has changed her Name Mrs, radley, 
« farewell. nr 


I; 


„ Well, faid' —— tan, I find, you 
« will never ſettle' ah Point unleſs my 
aj IN helps you.” 


"8s What ty, replied 
«then 1 Kithy, us rares 


* it 
i Ye irt 


. I 2 5 gin replied Mrs. N enten, that 
1 h leys, nor Jen, will 
«be he Means of Lab ſuch % 8 
66 Company. 99 15 5461 


And ebenes I add, cried Mr. 2 
4 ſon, that let the Bradlrys come when- 
« ever they pleaſe, yet I ſhall to Morrow 
6 expect all this e e at my 
. ke Houſe,” If * 


68 Where Cathy added Mrs. Watlen, 


4 ſhall be proud to wait upon you.” 
Which 
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Which Invitation appeared quite a. propos, 
as the Coach of Mr. Walſon was then driv- 
ing round the Court; in order to carry 
. F amily home. 


f o 
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CHAP. XVI. 


The laſt Cha ayer of our H. Hory, though not 
the laſt Chapter of the Book, which in 
. ' Compliance to the Cuſtom of all Hiſtories, 
co and Romances, we. have made eu- 
ceeding fupid and unaffecti ng. 


HE next Day at Noon the Love- 
grove | and atſon F amily met, and 
dined at Mr. , Watſon's; where they en- 
joyed all the Peace and Tranquility which 
Perſons pleaſed with one another, and un- 
reaſonably 1 Pt: with the reſt of the 
World can expect to experience. 


They continued in an indolent * of 
Converſation (very common after Dinner) 
till near Five in = Afternoon, when an 
Equipage ſtopped at the Gates, and pre- 
ſently was admitted, a young Gentleman, 
who led two Ladies toward the Houſe. 
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The © ny within were diſturbed; 
James only, haſted out to meet his bap- 
en Rival and Friend Bradley. 


6 8 3 to Mr. 


Watſon and his own Family, All were 


leaſed to ſee Mr. Watſon's, beauteous 
ard, but little Notice was taken of Mr. 
Bradley, or the other young Lady. ' © 


When they were ſeated, Mr. 1rd 
opened the Converſation. Mee 


&« [ hope, Sir, aid he, addrefin 1. | 
« ſelf to Mr. 'Watſon, that this Viſit is 
$ not diſagreeable : : TR Lady, your 
% Ward, Sir, ' inſiſted upon my bringing 

her here; and I could never refuſe the 


<6: Perſon who has ſo bleſſed ms, what- 
«ever be the Conſequence.” 17 . | 


To this Mr. Malen bowed, but made 


no Aibwer, 


4; ' 


(2,66 1 ſhould be rey; Sir, l M. 
© Bradley, to interrupt your Mirth; but, 
2 as my Claims upon you, are in Conſe- 

< quence of my Marriage” Sir, 


6 an Mr. Watſon, how ! which 
Cabos. „Way 


JAMES Lovzcrove," Eq, 2B; 
« Way do you claim aun, Wan ent is a 
«Minor, + — 


3 Sir, a0 Mr. Baue, if * 
«« will permit me to relate it, I make no 
doubt but my Claim is juſt; and God 
“ forbid, that any Law ſhould render null 
« and void the ſolemn Engagements way 

„I have entered into.“ POS © 


As to Engagements, Sir, ſaid old Mr. 
9 1 Sir, interrupted Mr. 
„ Bradley, be pleaſed to hear me firſt, and 
e then I may venture to ſtand or all, 
even by your Deen 45 | 


3 James whiſper'd e to her Son; 
* this Fellow is a bold ſpoken Man! 
« Shilly, ſhally, Boy, will never do with 
„ the Women!“ 


* 


Mr. Bradley then bla as follows: 


I ſuppoſe, Mr. Fames Lovegrove, has 
® related to you, .the wonderful Meeting 
e of Miſs Jennour and myſelf; and alſo 
<« the Diſcovery in the Garden, and the 
partial Declaration which that young 
- Ny" was — to make in my Fa- 
« your; 


. — - a _ . — 
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Garand, I. ſhall therefore ine his 


Hiſtory, and inform you, that the next 


„Morning, every Thing being prepared 
for the Wedding, IJ, by Miſs Jennours 


<< particular Deſire, followed us to the 


W Church. 


4 „ When came N I found m 
« beauteous Bride - array'd (Lou muſt | 
« excuſe me Gentlemen; but I am bad 
at Deſcription)... However, ſhe was fol · 
„ lowed by two Bride-maids: I attend- 
« ed her to the Altar, and the Clergy- 
man began the Service with a de- 
t cent and becoming Solemnity. When 
<« the Miniſter had concluded the Char x 
2 00 the Parties, ere I had began to m 
„ my Vos to the amiable fair _ Mifs 
$8; 93 — ſpoke,? - | 
« My dear Friends, ſaid he to the 
« Das help to ſupport me !” 
23 My Siſter, and the ther ung Lad: 


4 ho had hid her Face 1 a ße 
50 e te came forward. 


3 Now, Mr, Bradl, aid Miſs ven- 
<< nur, ere you take my bene Hand, 


convince me that this eauteous and 
„ much- 
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„ much - injured fair One, has no prior 
Claim to your deceitful Heart ?” 


| 4 Theſe were her very Words! for 1 
“am ſure 1 ſhall remember them as long 
as I live! e 


At this Challenge, I ſtarted! — The 
young Lady in the white Hat: fainted 
« away. I ran toward her, and liftin 
up the Hat, cried out in the J 
« Aſtoniſhment I- Tis my poor Sophia / 


What! ſaid Amelia eagerly, and in- 
o terrupting Mr. Bradley, are you not then 
e the Huſband of Miſs Jennour ?” And 
on this; the Company (though impatient. 

to hear the Sequel of Mr. Bradley's Hiſ- 
tory) ſtop'd the Narration by aſking him 

Queſtions of the ſame kind. 


But our Heroe, before all the reſt, 
ſtarted from his Seat as a Man awakened 
from a Trance, and flying to the Feet of 
Mr. Watſon's amiable Ward : “ What 
then, thou Angel of Goodneſs ! ſaid 
« he, art thou? aft thou ſtill diſengaged , _ 
by the Fetters of Love? 


x & 


* 


„ w_ 2 


4 
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Sir,“ replied ſhe, with a condeſcend- 
ing Smile which pleaſed. every one 
85 ere was not a bad or a prudiſn Heart 
in the Room) “I confeſs I am fettered 
send fettered by Gratitude '; Mr. Smith, 
« Sir, has“ Her Bluſhes prevented 
the reſt, Ns 2h Fw 


Then am J.“ ſaid James, (cutting a 
8 with more Spirit than a Maddox or 
a Walde,) the happieſt of Mankind ! 


This Diſcovery naturally brought on 
new Compliments and Salutations, which 
were ſo joyous ] ſo heart-felt! fo tender! fo 
loving ſ ſo delicate ſ ſo generous! ſoworthy ! 
and ſo much above what common Readers 
can conceive, that I ſhall intirely omit 
them and haſten to the more ſerene and 
temperate Remainder of my Hiſtory. ' 


And who is this young Lady?” ſaid 
old Mr. Lovegrove, as he ſaluted the ſe- 
cond Lady who came with Mr. Bradley. 
This, Sir, replied Jonathan, . is my ever 
«lovely Bride Sophia, whom 1, indeed, 
< am unworthy to call by ſuch a Name. 
But if you pleaſe, (as it is a new In- 
« ſtance of Miſs Jennour's worth) I will 
finiſn the Account of my Marriage.” 


Here 
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Here all vir ens and: an Q- 
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„At 4 Sight of my, Sophia, my. * 
« was torn with Love and Vexation J 
« acknowledged to her, the Wickedneſs | 
. of wy ieee » and with the utmoſt 
0 Fine, anked Miſs Jennour ſot the 
Manne f of brin 7 me back Again 4 40 
« my much i infure 


1 ee were OY a A * 
bo te perc 1125 40 e to Miſs 7 phia? 100 = 
by, an ered raatey z, ndee 
9 7 16 705 (wu my bo gp had das- | 
& Fed my Atte tion; ma w en 1 re- 
. turned Home, with her, I hac forgot 
*. Wo Promiſes which Ih had Wee pede 


1 * ia. 1 4 475 „ «f 11 
K. tl . 14 1 1 $4 #4 4 


D134 ' i 41 * 
123 
« ſt ſeems Miſs Jennour wad lacks AC 


&« quainted with. this by my Siſter, who 
"< has a Heare too honeſt to prefer Riches 
"of FOO. to Fe hand Meghan, 15 


* Fe þ ol . 
Means of Th e a : i 
„ tunity © ing Sega, who iv 
© «« the fame Village 1 : Ang 'havis 95 
«© Matters with her, was from t ab Tae in- 

Vor. II. Q | « duced 


* 
% 
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* 501 to encourage nenen which 
0 s e ſhe never permitted, 0 | 


« At length, ſhe conſen ted to 'go with 
« Ft 9, the; ech 3 an eren I un- 
F dertt 0 very; ifferently to what ſhe 
900 did. 12 accordingly, havin ſent me 
« 57 5 her, ſhe drove en 


by. So- 
ghia Boo, who, was prepared Or the 


40 Adventure and pr tn her to Church. 


| „ thank Go my H as hot in- 
« ſenſible. of 15 Enga 2 oh I could 


« wy not ſee my 1 Sephia and refuſe her: 
9 


di ndee und. ſuch ſolid Satis- 
Aion in the Return of my Love, that 


's I can with an honeſt Heart ſay, that 
<< Miſs Fennour: could not have contented 


< me unleſs ſhe . e mt Method 


Aar 
"4 


" But good Mr. Badly fig Mis * 
4 Hour, you have omitted one Part of your 
“Story: You know.I promiſed you my 
i whole Fortune, in Recompence 1 4 the 
2 Nen you. have dane met”. „ 


A Beſs. me, ' Madar, 8 5 Anais, your 
5 whole IE — 


"yy (ne TION of FR i 
thy ye ; | "-S STE ce A 


\ 
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A generous, though miſtaken No- 
tion, my dear, ſaid nic lh, the 
* e me 7 $ "i FE ol bas 
* No, Sir, anfivered Miſs dee aſl. | 
e ſure yourſelf of this: Thar I will never 
« become the Wife of Mr. James Love- 
. Lang unleſs he conſent to this Aliena- 
* don. e, | 


i alt dear, replied Mrs. Watſon, ts 
would not leave yourſelf deſtitute? — 


00 „ No, Madam,” replied James, that, 
« Miſs Jennour never can do Tard have 
* aught on Earth! 15 


« « My My good Friend; adbwered Mis 7 
ad my Canle BY {99 


That I will, my oval Charmer⸗ 
<« anſwered James; and for my Friend 
<« Brady too, though he called me Raſcal ; 
« Term, Mr. es 1 A To have 
not forgotten? ꝰ Ce Uh, 2; 


My much in Wy F 6s, nd 
&« Bradley, 1. humbly beg your Pardon; 
« and bleſs God, that you " had the-Pru- 
”M dence to prevent a Quarrel which my 

O 2 mic 


« {your lden 


3 "No, Sir, bes d 


ine an/ 
35 I fell perſiſt in requeſtirig your 


985 1 990 11 


% 7 tu + 1 9% 
* miſtaken/ : 1 ng roul | 
WY HS) James! Here Publickf 
<< Forg givepeſs, Mg, N 


7 eee [Amer —— date 
ee 01 enough f. 


By: ty \ * 11 #; Sf) * 875 3 an "ey {were 


* —— 5 Gig 
25 Coptain. 


1 1 feb; Tad Miſs Jene, Ta x ready. 
« forgotten . 8 0 e 


s toſthar, Madam; ret 
„ ſtill perſiſt: it my" Det! : 


** Sophia and her Spoule, will be contented” 


With the little he can earn for 147 11 „ 


NG SHDN Toe 90s SM S11 7 Bess 
mar, I bind 
you to your Promiſe, not to deny 
equeſt T tet kant ven; 


oceptanee of W a way 471 2. 


. * nene 


theſe 8 Sentiments of Nis Jen- 


$008" And old Mr. Lovegrovt declared, 


"thr. — 4 leſerved her utmoſt Returns 
aa 


e ** tay 3 21g DH Ib 
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pc ſhort, not to.trouble the Reader with 
wo. Hours Converſation on the: Topick, 
it wus at length agreed, that Miſs . 
N be — with . giving to the 
ood young Couple,, one 'Third of her 
ortune in Tamaica; and as to the reſt, it 
was ſunk with her Gunmen Van Morden, 
in Hollanlt. L e 
To this all HIS 3 as old 
Loveprove obſerved that Amelia was paſt 
Child-bearing, and that his Eſtate - was 
GROVES for * two F pmihokiin acer 
Wy. | 345346 4 775 8 217 c 5 
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The Re of the Day was is ſpent 
in the utmoſt Mirth and Feſtivity; and 
not without many and frequent Obſerva- 
tions on the providential Turn of our 
Heroe's Hiſtory ; wherein every one at 
laſt, found themſelues, contrary to their 
own Plans and ectations, in a better 
State than ever their Wiſhes had con- 
ceived. e Mito 

Aber dort bit RX Aan ge 
on his beautiful and generous Lady, James 
obtained her Confent ; and every Thing 


48607 I 5 | 5 O 3 being 


Fol 
294 % Hias 17. 
being e prepared by the reſpective Families, 
Py. Dey 


Oh arrived which joined 
3 er generous · hearted Mis 
feral Lover 10. — ſanhful and re- 


Lover. SA MPC 0p b OLE, 


:\ And anvkied Reader, 1 tim oa 
Yoon think, nothing more to fay, than 
that our loving Couple lived in the ut- 
moſt * ever after: No, my good 
Friend, were too wit to expect Hap- 

iueſs Pere and afleing no more, were 
ed with what they did ask, Content- 
mant, and with the utmoſt Complacency, 
Seriouſneſs and religious Harmony, ex- 
pected a Tranſlation to that Kingdom 
which alone ca fatisfy the longing Deſires 
of an exverlaſting Soul, and gratify with 


Joys e rer e deleted. 
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| Containing | the, ; iral if, our * 4 ur He. 2 
EFORE I take my Leave of $662 
gentle Reader, permit me to thank 
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L wilt ale, now, endeav dur to acquaint 
you ſhoutdiremain in abt) 
with the” Motives which induced me "to 
write this Hiſtory; and the Leſſons 1 in. 
* it ſhould inculcate, 


And this 1 think is, -with more Pro- 
riety, the Subject of a Moral, than a 
dv; Dehne in all parabolical or al- 
legorical Writings, the Story __ PV | 
— 1 FRY, OY 
Wt. Os v1 7 
My firſt Aim then; was to deſtroy t the 
Pride and Self. ſulfeleney which Beauty 
too generally aſſumes, by ſhewing that 
Succeſs may probably attend Deformity, 
when ſupported by Senſe, and conſiderec 
(as it ought to ) with Candour wy 
ava cos be | 


But indeed, 1 had Ai; a far more noble 
Deſign which was, to vindicate the un- 
able Diſpenſations of Providence, 

and to fight againſt that Infidel, who, 
under the Character of Candide, has, with 
gigantick Inſolence, impiouſſy undertaken 
to ſatiriſe the Providence of God; who, 
unſatisfied with the World, and himſelf, 
cloſes a 19 of Scoffing, Kidicule and 
Ae —— 
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7 8 
his own" Vices — on his 


Maſter's Shoulders 3: and has attempted to 


ſuade Manleind, that they are the com- 
ortleſs Slaves of a ſevere and unjuſt King, 
who has ordained n Evils as the 


Log of FINE. 


mr Contradidtion! to which bokd 2 pre- 
ſumptuous Writer, I have endeavoured 
to ſhew, by a Series of natural Events, 


that we are by no Means competent 
of what is needful for us; and 


— — — conſults our Good, mg 


effects it by Methods often ſurpriſing 
and unaccountable to us, and known 


1 to dis AR a ee 80 


11 


1 have 1 in * gre pens * 
incitleate moral Duties; and, by ſeveral 
Incidents, to ſnew how vain the re- caſt 


of Man appears; not ſuffering it, as I. 


remember, in any one Inſtance to ſucceed, 


when acting see to l e, go 


e rnb. : * 
The Follies, [Eaves og VOIR 


of g l 1 ae. marked with - ſuch. 


Characters, 


as f L 


77 aaa 1 inks 15 0 
to Nature as I was able; con 
lowing her a. far as uy. N would direct 


me. ; 


See Hes aſſes; TOY may aaa 
upon me, for pats T will readily ſtand 
_ accuſed of Inattention and Exrot in. Judg- 
ment, rovided' the Reader will make due 
Allo wance for the Fafhion of Romance 


writing, which will inſſt upon Plot and 
Caricatura. — Some F ollies of f Life; foe: 


Fong to Her but Vn 3 
rather than r 2 0 a 


4 1 ii 53% 


3 I '} 


Perſips it may 5 Seeed fs 
that 1 Bae y 'a very nfl 
cant Character! But that aſt appear 


an unjuſt Criticiſm,” when the Objeftor 
reflects that T was to make him amiable 
and yet not make him active. 1 


Some may think my piſodes (to ag 


the Metaphor: of a late Writer) too long: 
RON And 


» * 
* — 1144 A a — oa os tt ty bes as. Sc 
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And others, more fantaſtically. inclined, 
_ even find out litical Likeneſſes in. 
ſome Part of my 1 a Circumſtance 


like A dc i ee an r. 
e Time | en wot *1 14FVT 21 
ty b 41460 af 

„Odette again may ge "6a LO at 
not finding an exact and regal Account 
of all the Perſonages mentioned in this 
Hiſtory,, on each of whom they may have 
expected an hiſtorical J udgment ſhould 
be paſſed. To theſe Objectors 1 muſt 
make Anſwer, that I promiſed in my Title 
to write. the . * t James Leun. 


EY Eſq 


* Young, Schande Ladies, may be an- 
BY, at IF Love Scenes, who think no 

vers ſhould meet with Diſappointments ;. 
gay young Gentlemen may ſcoff at the reli- 
. Frecepts ſcattered throughout the 
Work; Parents may think their Councils 
and Purſuits rather too much expoſed; 
cholars may be affronted at the want of Po- 
liteneſs in our College Tutor; Old Maids 
may fancy the AD of Harriet and her 
Daughter, unnatural and ſevere; and Cri- 
ticks may damn the whole as ſtupid and 


e While all this is going for- 
- ward, 


. 4 g 
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ward, 1 ſhall ſit by, gentle Tm, and 
4 ſmile, 


Heaven bleſs you my dear Fellow-tra- 
veller, and give you but one uſeful Re- 


flection on what you have read, and I 


ſhall be ſatisfied, Till we meet again kind 
NNE: . 


Adieu Adieu 
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Se piangeſſe il mgſehin ſe : ſoſpiraſe, 
Penſal tu che per * 2 88 AMOR *. 


If the miſcrable man wept, if he cghed, imagine : 
it thyſelf, who, by experience, ward. what ; 4 
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DE DICAT ION. 
„ 
HR Rorar 'Hicnness, 
AN N E, | 
DUCHESS or CUMBERLAND. 


— — — — — 


MApAM, 5 


To dignify your Royalty 
by an ker on tranſcendent taſte and 
elegance, the graces of the Perſon only, 


would be+ to ſacrifice many ſuperior e 


claims, centered in the precept and 


tice of virtue, the graces of ihe Mind: 


A 2 5 
F | 28 


as a Memento of which, and Grateful 
| Acknowledgment for experienced Libe- 
rality and flattering Condeſcenſion, the 
FoLLOowINGVOLUMES are moſt Hun- 
BIY DEDICATED to your HIGHNEss, 


By 


Tu EDITOR. 


- 

* * 

2 *. ; * of 
wa " * 
4 ** * 
NN * 

« N 

» bn 


P R E F A C E. 


To «catch the manners, living as they 
riſe,” has been deemed of valuable im- 
portance; and has apparently engaged the 
attention of innumerable. Authors, men of 
erudition and ability, whoſe Tucubrations 
have experienced a general peruſal and ge- 
neral approbation. Yet, however aftoniſh. 
ing, without affecting an adherence to virtue 
or honour, which might be naturally anti- 
cipated to reſult from ſuch brilliant ex- 
'amples, L rocker 0 
To diſcover the cauſe of this great defect, 
much time has been thrown away on an in- 
| | veſtiga- 


1 


veſtigetion of animal feeling, but all to little 
purpoſe ; for the reſearch into nature ended 


where it ought to have began—the human 
mind. As the mind was attracted to read 
and applaud, the expeRtation of every im- 


provement and reformation was indulged; 
our Sages forgetting that Vice could not be 
eradicated without an impreſſion on the 
Hranr, which can only enſue from the 
Stamp of Nature —real life. 

>, This may partly tend to illuſtrate the rea- 
ſon Why many Writers have not been able 
to reform as well as inſtruft, which is merely 
this they wrote from what they read, in- 
ſtead of what they had feen; fo that the 
tide. of Fiction was rapid, and overflow- 
ing the banks of Truth, concealed the clue 
of Wiſdom, who, had ſhe been ſhewn in 


her earthy attire, muſt bave refined and not 


- confounded. Thus have Novels been con 
_ 


5 2 * 
® © - „ 16 
LY 


( wi ) 
defined, and very juſtly, becauſe they were 
not rendered the #irrbrs of vel life. But 
why not? when every hour will furniſh 
ſuffcient matter, eſpecially in this metro- 
polis, where adventure and novelty are ever 
uniting, from which examples may be drawn 
to alt as vehicles Of improvement and plea- 
ſüre for faſhionable foibles. But Novels, in 
general, diſplay ſuch extravagant flights of 
faney, imaginary joys, and ine Rperienced 
forrows, that abſurdity and error àre imper- 
ceptibly imbibed, becauſe the young are 
| thoughtleſs, and not able to contraſt the pro. 
ductions of art and nature; the former of 
which naturally attract the juvenile mind, 
und often proves the e e ee of 
folly, | 59043 | 
To counteract, iti ſome cn pre- 

valent opinion, reſpeRing the terileficy r 
yh Has induced the to publiſh ths 

7 | Leerikr 


( wi ) 

| Lertrzxs of Revaen, as I am well con- 
| vinced, that if ſubjects are properly choſen, | 

| from what 1s known, the morality contained 

| muſt poſſeſs double force, and ſucceed when 

il it would otherwiſe fail. | ; 

þ But the ſtrong prejudice againſt this ſpe- 
cies of writing is founded on the nobleſt 


principles, the protection of our female youth, 
8 many of whom have fallen a ſacrifice 
to falſe ſentiment, and not only rendered 
5 themſelves miſerable, but a whole genera- 
3 tion ; and all this may happen without the 

unfortunate object poſſeſſing an unprigcipled 
mind or bad heart, as it often inntdates 
from the pureſt ſtream, for moral goodneſs 
lies at the bottom, though romantic raſhneſs 
| floats above. However paradoxical it may 


appear, that an innocent and weak perſon, 
eannot be the leaſt affected or hurt with the 5 
Ws N. ſentimental ſublime,” it is not the leſs true; | 


10 88 * are many young ladies enthuſiaſti- 2 
cally 


( i ) 
cally fond of reading, and employ much of 
their time that way, but only as an amuſe- 
ment to kill time. This being an incontro- 
c vertible fact, the more trifling the volume 
is, the more it is adapted to theſe innumerable 
claſſes of readers, whom, perhaps, not partial 
to 4 5 wiſh to divert the mind, without 
the labour of thinking; therefore, for ſuch 
a delicate digeſtion, ſuch light food is abſo- 
lutely neceſſary. But theſe books may, 
perchance, fall into the hands of a ſuperior 
order of females, of capability and under- 
| landing; it is then they miſlead, for as the 
paſſion of Love predominates moſt in ſouls 
of ſenſibility, we cannot wonder that a ten- 
der mind of ſixteen, ſuſceptible of every im- 
preſſion, ſhould be attracted by the igni⸗ 
: fatuus of that allurement, which may be 
truly entitled animal magnetzſm; —the girl of 
feeling and underſtanding, as I have before 
nin hinted, 


62 5 | PB 
lacriſice at the ſhrine of romance; for at that 
peculiar age, when evil or good muſt make 

dhe impreſſion, when the heart expands i0 
receive or reject, when inexperience ſup- 
ports infatuation, and inclination encourages 
a thouſand nonentities; is then the female, 
juſt quitting a Boarding School, untiatural 2 
or weak, if ſhe imperceptibly imbibes the MY 
_ gigantic expectations of Love, promiſed by | 
romance, and degenerates her family and I 
 forfeits herinheritance, to throw herſelf into q 
the arms of a man, in whom, from a ſen- i 
timental knowledge of elegance and dignity, 
ſhe has centered her whole happineſs ?— 
Thus has been loſt many a worthy character, 
whom the world have contemptuouſly deſ- 
piſed, though charaRterized by every virtue, 
W W HERE} 


( ) 

imulates to pluck the flower of enchant 
ment, which, being annexed to anticipated 
happineſs, oorrode — as its magical 


beauty fades, | 
This is only experienced by the ſenſible, 


who feel what they rad: and who, being 
ſtrangers to the vices and errors of haman 
nature, naturally imagine that the beautiful 
are good. 

Thus far are Novels prejudicial, becauſo 
they delineate perfeQion and deformity in 
the extreme;—virtue without error, and vice 
without virtue; which cannot be defended 
by any example whatever; and thus have 
Novels obtained their preſent diſrepute and 
deſertion. As every leader, however ab- 
ſurd, will have followers, it is no won- 
der that the illiterate as well as the learned, 
but 10 fhow one more ce than 1 have 


„ 
already made known, why Novels ſhould 


be prohibited, is impoſſible, Many. men 
many minds: this muſt plead my apology, 


ſhould I be thought ſingular in my opinion, 
when I aſſert that Novel writing ought to be 
encouraged ; which I ſhall warmly ſupport, 
till convinced that they cannot be rendered 
of public utility, Will Novels admit of re- 


cording tranſactions and occurrences of real 


life ? Can novels diſplay the elegance of lan- 
guage and refinement of literature? Are No- 
vels capable of meliorating the heart and in- 


ſtructing the mind? Ves. Let the lucubra- 
tor ſtudy men by day, inſtead of hoo by night, 


then will his characters appear natural, and 


luculent.— Relative to language, it would 
be ſuperfluous to ſay one word, as that is 


at the command, by acquirement, of every 
Writer. The improvement of the Heart and 


Head is angther conſideration, and of the. 


greateſt 


6 


greateſt value, which may certainly reſult 


from reflection, argument, and truth; but 


Nature muſt be the object, and her virtues 
and vices equally deſeribed, that conviction 
may be ſeen in the contraſt. 

It is now only neceſſary to conclude with 
remarking, that, the LzrrERs of Re UBEN, 


though the appellation may appear romantic, 


are Ox1cinar, and AuTHENTIC. Reuben 
was a Soldier, and well known in the Eas r, 


here he and his fingular Father fought many 


a Battle with credit and reputation, I have 
no doubt but ſeveral military characters, now 
living, can teſtify the contents of theſe little 
Volumes, which never being intended, I am 
certain, for public inſpection, demand a 
ſuſpenſion of Criticiſm and the patronage of 
Candour; as a private Epiſtle to a F riend, 
unſtudied and fraught, perhaps, from tne 
feryor of paſſion or lunacy of ſorrow, with 
: a million 


1 30 


* o 


Tn. 

a million of inaccuracies andmiſtakes, which 
cannot be reftified by any reviſion what- 
ever, merits peculiar indulgence, * 
The Charaſters contained in this Work, are 
not many to be ſure, but then they are inter- 
eſting, ſtriking, and eccentric; blended 
vith innumerable incidents and events; diſ. 
playing the magnanimity of Senſihility, in 
FERMALTLE Suie ins; which, though a: crime: 
as wicked as unpardonable, reſulted: from 
Courage, Love, and Religion. Caroline may 
be cenſured, but her remembrance will be 
honoured with | pity and adoration; her 
virtues were many; tranſcendent and com- 
manding; and when the impious att is 
nn, let mercy- attribute it to its real 
canſe -a magnitude of ſoul; ſuperior” to 
common philoſophy, which enforced the 
horrid: act of ſelf. deſtruction; becauſe tlie 
— Purity could not reconcile one in- 
8 | advertent 


G) 
advertent deviation from Religion's Law 
The loves of Carolinè and. Reuben were ſin- 
gular and unfortunate, created and pe- 
riſned by the ſame identical virtue. O ye 


myſterious Parents! deign to peruſe this 
| Work, and learn what fatal AR ana 
may. ariſe- from Family ſecrecy. 
Itnow only remains to remark, that ſhould 
theſe volumes experience the ſeverity of 
literary Criticiſm, the EDIirox muſt be the 
obje of attack, as the Author, I again re- 
| - peat it, never intended theſe private Letters 
to be ſent into the World for public obſerva- 
tion: they were wrote from the Heart and 
not from the Head, But that, in my opi- 
nion, is a ſtrong recommendation, and en- 
hances their value, for being diveſted of ſtu- 5 
died ſentiment and elaborate intricacies, the 
Reader may ſurvey the true picture of his 
* and admire his unaffected works, 


which 


* EE *Y a 


"EY 5 7 „ 44 v5 

But 2 GENTLEMEN "RE 
VI EW ERS, that Rzvs EN.Can receive no 
gratification from -ublabary, opinion, as he 
is te united with the duſt from Which he 
was taken, and is now equally. inſenſible 
to cealuro or applauſe,” | 


ea 


a 


R E UB E N: 


LETTER I. 
| INCE my NE IDES 05; , 


ride every morning, and con- 
template the ſketches of nature; 
though, perhaps, you may ſay, of 
the“ FIELD” I have had enough. 
N Indeed, 


1 
Indeed, however ſtrange, 1 have, 
more than once, regretted the con- 
cluſion of war; as our preſent 
ſeparation ariſes from it, which 
ſenſibly affects me: the loſs of ſo 
valuable a monitor and true friend 


muſt have been ſeverely felt by 


one of leſs feeling and ſentiment. 

Ihe correſpondence you requeſt- 
ed ſhall be punctually attended to; 

but, in your replies, continue to ad- 


miniſter admonition, and ſtill prove, 


buht you have hitherto been, — a 


1 — I have paid my reſpects to —, 


2 at Chatſworth, and was honoured 
with the company of her Grace, to 


view. 


_— 
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view the ſeat, which is deſervedly 


_ enumerated with the many wonders 


of the Peak: the ſituation is beau- 
tiful, lying on the Eaſt of the river 
Derwent, about twenty miles north 
of Derby, and amply atones for 
all the dreary views round it. 
It was there that unfortunate 


Princeſs, Mary, Queen of Scots, 


was detained priſoner, almoſt nine- 
teen years, and though the houſe 
has been rebuilt, ſince that period, 


| there i is an apartment ſtill honour- 


ed dy her name. 
Hard by are Buxton Baths, whoſe 


waters are palatable, as well as ſa- 


| lurary; : theſe the unhappy royal 


* 


3 B 2 captive 


1 a 1 
captive frequently viſited, and, on 
coming away, cut with a diamond, 
on a pane of glaſs, the following 
prophetic diftich — 


Buxtone que calide celebrare nomine 
Lympbe, 2 

Forte mibi poſtbac non «deunda, 

Warn. 


Dininguiming myſelf as  lirerary 
curious, I have been preſented with 
an epigram, which was actually 
| written by the unfortunate Mary, 
| who ſent it to her faithleſs couſin, 

Elizabeth, with a large diamond 
cut in the ſhape of an heart,— As 
: it 


2 
it is elegantly ſimple, I will tran- 
ſcribe it. * 


This gem behold, the emblem of my heart, 
Whence my dear Couſin's image ne'er ſhall part: 
Clear is its luſtre, ſpotleſs does it ſhine, 


As clear, as ſpotleſs, is this heart of mine. — 
Harder, indeed, is this bright ſtone you ſee, 

But firmer*s that it repreſents to thee, — | 

To convey an adequate idea of 
| Chatſworth, I need only refer you 
to the polite Count Tallard, who 
was a priſoner of war there many 
years. — On his quitting the place, 
he told his hoſt, «© When I return 
into my own country again, and 
number up the days of my capti- 
vity, I ſhall leave out thoſe that 
were ſpent at Chatſworth,” ? 


0 my ——— — WA * 
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My diſappointment, relative to 
the fruitleſs endeavour of tracing 
a mother and ſiſter, is much alle- 
viated by my agreeable ſituation 
in Mortimer family.—I left home 
at too juvenile an age to be led by 
affection only; — curioſity excites 
my inclination, and urges me to 
repay the duty of a ſon and 
brother — that period, I am afraid, 
is far off. 


by * 
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LETTER II. 
EXPERIENCE from Con- 


ſtance all the familiarity of a 
relation; from Mortimer the hoſ- 


pitality of Colonel ——; and 
from les deux ami, Charlotte and 
Caroline, a reſerved politeneſs, but 
pleaſing attention. —The latter is 
the moſt perfect beauty I ever 
beheld, | | 

Confining it to a perſonal opi- 


— 


nion, I may ſurely be allowed the 
appellation. Beauty may be dif- 


ferently defined, yet ſome End * 


of perfection muſt be annoy to 
- , is, 


| E443 
it, though every country 1s allowed 
to differ on that topic. A black 
woman is naturally drawn by an 


Ethiopian artiſt as a genuine model 


of beauty, and a white one by the 


European !—and why ? —Becauſe 
cuſtom alone determines our pre- 
ference. 

Cuſtom has recommended many 
beauties, at leaſt ſo entitled, but, 
judging by that identical cuſtom, 

where I found one beauty I diſ- 
covered two defets.—The figure 
and features of Caroline diſplay 
thoſe perfections that I had ſingled 
out from approved beauties :— 
There is a peculiar melancholy in 
* 1 her 


[9] 
her appearance which prognoſti- 
cates, of it is a juſt opinion that 
ce oultus eft index animi,” aà pitiable 
tale. 5 

This morning ſhe lent me a 
book to read: —it was the Elegies 
of Tibullus, which on opening, 
I found a page turned down, and 
pointed at the following verſe. 

« Yet ſpare me, Death, ah, ſpare me and retire : 


« No weeping mother here to light my Pyre: 


« Here is no Ster with a ſiſter's woe” =n—_ _ 
I could read no more. 


| You muſt naturally imagine, 


what a grievous recollection took 


place Hubert !—a Mother, and 


Siſter !—all were in my ſight !-—» 
nc | | but 


10 J 
but ſoon vaniſhed, with the uſual 
train of reflection on the inſtability 


of human happineſs. 


LETTER III. 


RUE. I did not delineate 

_ Charlotte and her elegancies; 
nor was I ſo enchanted with the 
perfect beauty. 


Admiration may be created 
without the folly of love.—An at- 


tachment of the head, not of the 


heart, is my purſuit, and Caroline's 


mind may be deſtitute of the r- 


namental, to enrich or improve.— 
But you enquired after Charlotte. 
ITY I for- 


ES 


*. 


1 
+ 


n 

I forgot to mention that ſhe is 
the daughter of Mortimer and Con- 
tance, an only child, conſequently 
beloved :—her deportment is plea- 
ſing and genteel.— At ſixteen ſhe 
engaged the affection of a gentle 
man of ſmall fortune, Mr. Harrow, 
who being diſapproved of by Mor- 
3 timer, for not poſſeſſing more than | 
two hundred pounds a year, is 


x compelled to ſteal every interview. 
Mortimer has his virtues and 

foibles :—fortune, he imagines, is 

the primitive object to ſecure hap- 

$ l pineſs; and knows it from ex 

; perience the portion of Conſtance. 

having amounted to more than. 
ninety 


a 
ninety thouſand pounds, which I am 
induced to think has imbibed in 
his breaſt, which was never occu- 
pied by the paſſion of love for her, 
_ a ſufficient degree of gratitude to 
create attention, . and render the 
infelicities of divided eſteem, ſacred 
from the malignant ſpeculation of 
deep diſcernment. 

Guilt, from its own conſciouſneſs, 
will naturally uſe ſubterfuges, and 
fly to concealment; ſo that, to diſ- 
guiſe the inſufficiency of affection, 
his conduct is ſtudied, and the de- 
ception gloſſed over by attention. 
But the welfare of Charlotte is their 
mutual felicity, 


If 
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1 
If Mortimer refuſed her hand to 
Harrow, he wiſhed her well: —for, 
unacquainted with the permanency 
of an early impreſſion of the heart 


himſelf, he ignorantly thought a 
title and fortune might compenſate 


for a childiſh eſtimation, | 
Conſtance, who doats on her hu. . 
band, pines in ſilence at her fate, 


and endeavours to force a love, by 


a diligence to pleaſe and gratify 


every wiſh, that nature could ne- 


ver inſpire. | 
Her ſituation is unfortunate.— 
How unavailing would prove 
the additional acrimony of expoſing 
the errors of a huſband who might 


have 


1 
have loved, had he not been pur- 
cbaſed— If fortune had but 
ſmiled deceitful on her birth,“ 
Mortimer would have adored for 
tranſcendent virtues, and herſelf 
alone. Thus has the golden tide 
of independency, from the rapidity 7 
of inundation, choaked up the | 
ſpring, from whence it was ſup- ; 

| plied, leaving no trace behind of : 
its exiſtence, but a melancholy 
3} bubble. If to be independent is 
not to be happy—who would ſeck 
it? yet without it, lite is bondage. 
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LETTER IV. 


Am fo great a favourite with 
Conſtance, that laſt night, ſhe re- 
lated every circumſtance of her 
birth and marriage, which Mortimer 
approved of, by repeating the 


whole minutiz of his firſt acquain- 


tance, and elopement with her from 
a boarding -ſchos!, where, heaven 


inſtructed. — Inſtead of ſeminaries: 
of virtue and education, ' they are 
acadamies of proſtitutioh, where. 
Innocence is ſold to the higheſt 
nn there may be; 
but, 


E 16 . 


but, in general, they are the ſchools 
of vice, and, if not tending to abſo- 
lute deſtruction, inſtil thoſe foibles 
ſo detrimental to the purity of 
young minds, _ 


* 


It was at a boarding ſchool 


Conſtance, or rather her fortune, 


firſt attracted Mortimer: — at that 


time he was a wild extravagant, 


young man of faſhion, who, from a 
to the prevalent follies 


partiality 
of the day, ſuch as gaming, drink- 


ing, and racing, was compelled to 


mortgage his eſtates, and incurring 


debts ; witfbut à proſpect, Or, per- ; 
| haps, intention of payment. But 


this is the adherence of many; 


£-* 


| | who 


7 > 


2 n Kr —_ 2 
: EC Ga YR, 2 FP tn de EM enter 3 AS 489 _ 
OA UN (ph 8 7 ͤ roger 2 8 £ : ny 
22EEr ²ͤ a RR ot v5... ] ne FT 
8 ä TT 8 wy Cc 
FOR a ES oh = OO LL edt, = * A; 3 8 5 5a 
a * 3 1 4 es 2 - 
bv, : Y B . 9 


Sod od 
e 
* . 


We 
Ee 
8 

A. 


- B r 
WM. 3 5 
— - . bk 
27 wy, 9 98 


. 1 
7 
Nees 
oo n 8 
* 


8 
. IVE egy 
* Br ITN 


1 17 J 
who ruſh into a priſon for the 
attainment of external grandeur 
and, to avoid the ſarcaſms of a few 
itinerant fops, ſubmit to perpetual 
confinement, excluded from the 
exultation of glorious liberty. 

What led me to theſe reflections, 
on the ſweets of liberty, was, the 
pain I felt from an ocular proof 
of the aſſertion. When I arrived 
in London, I went to viſit ſome 
brother officers and found them : 
in a dungeon, deſtitute of neceſſaries 
to ſupport exiſtence. 2 

I am apt to imagine That the 
vice of diſſipation is much imitated 
by the military, ſubalterns in parti- 
VOL. I. C cular 
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cular, whom being reduced, after 
the ſuſpenſion of war, to half pay, 
endeavour to blend, with the cha- 
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racter of ſoldier, the appearance of 
independency, and, to maintain 
the ſemblance of the latter, turn 
debtor to every individual that will 


truſt, and often fall a ſacrifice to 


the mercenary uſurer. 


But to return to Mortimer, he 


— — — 


obtained an introduction to the 
Matron of the ſchool, who, for the 
gratuity of one thouſand pounds, 
aſſiſted him in the ſcheme of run- 
ning away with Conſtance. 

It is true, by the ſhameful du- 


plicity of ſuch a monitor, ſhe might 
have 


11 | 
have experienced a worſe deſtiny; 
for though Mortimer was attracted 
by fortune only, yet he was a gen- 
tleman, and ever characterized the 
appellation by his conduct. No 
one has ever been a witneſs to his 
flight of Conſtance: — he has too 
much pride for the dignity of re- 
ſpectability, and ſhe, from ſenſi bi- 
. 


6 concealment, like a worm i'the bud, 


&« Feed on her damaſk cheek.”” 


+ x 


Indeed, ſhe is a valuable example 
for faſhionable wives! — yet fate, 
unjuſt and cruel, rewards her many 
virtues with more than equal ſor- 
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| Dreary cloud will often over- 
| ſhade the ſun, but, when 
the fleeting vapour is paſt, it bla- 
zons forth again with additional 


ſplendour. 

Thus, comparatively, is the ſor- 
row of Conſtance, who not only 
aſſumes a chearfulneſs to divert, 
but has pointed me out as an object 
of merriment, from the goodna- 
tured motive of annihilating, im- 
perceptibly, my frequency of 
reverie. i 
This 


. * 
1 a þ 2 o — 
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This evening I am to recite a 
few ſele&t pieces from the beſt 
Engliſh Poets, to Conſtance, Char- 
lotte, and Caroline, at the particular 
_ requeſt of Mortimer, who, on my 
repeating a trifling ſtanza to him 
yeſterday, has not ceaſed to laviſh 


eulogium in abundance, on my 


judgment and eloquence. 
Expectation 1s excited, which I 


am not conſcious of gratifying: , 


However I muſt retire to ſelect, 
leſt I ſhould recite inelegant com- 
poſitions, and betray Mortimer 


ignorance of my judgment. 
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LETTER VI. 


4 Arrach yourſelf to the 


© « Beauty, it will diſpel your 


frequency of reverie.“ !! 


This is your advice ?— 


Imperial archneſs |— 


Yes, I am guilty of reveries z 
and exquiſitely ſuſceptible of the 
i finer enthuſiaſms,” which, in 


reality, preclude a poſſibility of 


being influenced by any common 


perfections: ſuperior merits, and 
an unparalleled aſſemblage of the 


elegant and beautiful can only 


attach me. 


You 


L ay 5 
You will ſmile, I am conſcious, 
at my viſionary fortitude, and con- 
ſider me better qualified for the 
company of a lunatic than a ſub- 
lunary angel. But whether this 
complacent philoſophy be the re- 
ſult of impenetrable inſenſibility, 
time mult determine, 
Such a ſtoical apathy, however, 
is by no means a deſirable, or com- 
mendable, diſpoſition, as a poſ- 


ſeſſion of it muſt deſtroy the fibres 


of affection, baniſh alleviating ſym- 
pathy, and totally eradicate thoſe 


paſſions that dignify our nature, 


for the mere unpleaſurable adhe- 


rence to the reaſon of philoſophy; 
which 
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which, though principles of wiſ- 


dom, muſt be created by diſappoint- 


ment, and matured by indignation. 

I have obtained much credit for 
my reading ; and a ſmile of polite | 
approbation from Caroline, whoſe 
ſtrength of underſtanding was 
evinced by her commentations, 
which were accurately critical, re- 
flecting on the inattention of our 
poetical biographers, whom have, 
inadvertantly, or purpoſely, neg- 
lected to exalt innumerable beau- 
ties, and expoſe innumerable errors, 


too reprehenſible, in the eſtimation 


of literature, to paſs unheeded by 


Caroline, i 
Such 


0 WJ 
Such a neglect, ſhe aſſerted, was 
the * diſgraceful origin from 
e whence the imperfection of ge- 


c nius flowed, as cuſtom, after a 


te certain deſpotiſm, becomes a law, 
* example confines or corrupts 


„ When a writer,” Caroline con- 


tinued, is popular, his compo- 


* ſitions are volumnious and the 
** produce of ſpeed ; many defor- 
„ mities ruſh into the haſty ef- 
„ fuſion, which is preſented to the 
„ world, warm from the brain, 
* diſplaying the irregularities of 
merit and laſſitude of criticiſm 
« the fame of paſt meritorious pro- 
s ductions ſecure apparent appro- 
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< bation : — the multitude, ever 


& happy to embrace a tide on which 
they may float without the trou- 
<« ble of oppoſing the ſtream, co 
e incide with certain men, right or 
& wrong, whom, perhaps, have 
« diſtinguiſhed themſelves for of- 
« ficious remarks on the degenera- 
tion of learning, and whom, 
from theſtimulation of friendſhip 
e and prejudice of envy, praiſe or 
& condemn, as inclination leads, 
Thus have we loſt the criterion 


„of merit: — the diſcriminating 


e ſceptre having been entruſted 


„ in improper hands, and immor- 


Es tality beſtowed on 1gnorance, 


« whilſt 


(al 


« whilſt pure genius ſtood weep- 


« ing by, tacitly lamenting the 


« facrafice of Apollo,” 

To this unexpected exordium, 
Caroline annexed various examples 
of undeſerved applauſe, and un- 
merited condemnation ; conclud- 
ing with the words of an elegant 
writer. He who 1s taught by a 
ce critic to diſlike that which pleaſed 


e him in his natural ſtate, has the 


e reaſon to complain of his inſtruc- 


A tor, as the madman to rail at 
his doctor, who, when he thought 
* himſelf maſter of _ phyſicked 
hy him to poverty. 
| Gray's 
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Gray's elegy next became the 


ſubject of debate: © Yes,” reſum- 
ed Caroline, after patiently con- 
ſenting to hear our librarian pane- 
gyrics „his elegy, in a country 
** church yard, may take the field 
* againſt any compolition now ex- 
e tant :—the ſublime ſimplicity of 


its conſtruction manifeſts a pecu- 


« lar political ingenuity, for even 


& the interference of age cannot de- 
« face the likeneſs it was intended 
*© to repreſent. — Nature at all 
te times, and in all countries, muſt 
e influence the mind and heart of 
man. are I prejudge—Gray's' 
« elegy, till the diſſolution of this 

« world, 


(9 Þ. 

« world, will experience equal ve- 
* neration, as at prefent,” — 

After all this, you will naturally 

aſk who is Caroline 2—that I have 
not dared to aſk myſelf. 


LETTER VE. 


M 


pected here, with other company, 


ed me that Lord S. is ex- 


to remain a month. 
Who can he come to viſit? 
But why do I intereſt myſelf fo 
particularly in the concerns of this 
family? 


ORTIMER has juſt inform- 
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family ?—and why do they ſo par- 
ticularly concern themſelves for 
me !— 
I wiſh to conceal my agitation, 

but only increaſe it. 

Poſſibly I may obtain permiſſion, 
in a few days, to depart, and then 
—— I ſhall be free from the mo- 


mentary anxieties that accompany 
every thought of Caroline, who, 


perchance, may make me wretched. 


— Should our acquaintance become 
ſerious, and her perfections prove 
ſuperficial only — I ſhall again be 


involved in reflection, and obliged 


to renounce every intercourſe with 


the lovely part of the creation. 
Should 


L 9 ] 


Should our acquaintance become 


ſerious] 


After a deliberate enquiry into 
my own. heart, the ablurdity of 
ſuch a ſuppoſition is too palpable 
for encouragement. 

As I have inſinuated before, 
there is an intereſting melancholy 
in Caroline, and a tranſcendent 
ſuperiority, excelling other women: 
the vacant moment is filled with 
amuſements of improvement, in- 
ſtead of an adherence to charac- 
teriſtical folly and vanity. 

Can do leſs then than commend, 
when her mind is furniſhed with 
ideas elegantly chaſte, and her con- 

ver- 


Lo] 

verſation free from the adulteration 
of ſcandal and illiberality of envy? 

A ſimplicity of manners may 
reſult from ſubſtituted diſſimula- 
tion, for the moment, but not ſhine 
with that durability of attraction 
which ever unite with genuine 


' modeſty and innocence. 
Charlotte has introduced me to 


Mr. Harrow, with whom ſhe intends 
to elope, and I am to be acceſlary. 
Mr. Harrow, requeſted my influ- 
ence with Mortimer, but his con- 
verſation tended ſo much to pecu- 
niaries that Plutus inſtead of Venus 
appeared to be his idol. But it was 


an interference I wiſhed to avoid. 
LE T- 


L205 


LETTER VIII. 


ONSTANCE has aſked my 
opinion of Harrow, I was 
filent : — ſhe urged me as I valued 
the happineſs of the family. 
When ſhe invoked the happineſs 
of a family to whom I was ſo con- 
ſiderably indebted, I candidly in- 
ſinuated, that, Mr. Harrow was a 
e man of the world, wiſhed to 
improve his fortune, and would 
g unite himſelf to her with whom 
« he could.” — She thanked me, 
_ wiped a ſtarting tear, and exclaimed 
involuntarily, —* Oh Fortune! — 
vol. I. - to 
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e to thee my felicity was ſacrificed !”? 
— Conſcious of having ſaid too 
much, ſhe inſtantly took up ſome 
- muſlin that lay on the table, and 
requeſted me to read while ſhe 
worked. 

I cannot tranſcribe what I feel 
at the ſorrows of Conſtance ! — ſhe 
poſſeſſes a mind capable of every 
attainment human perfection can 
invent; a ſoul extenſively noble, 
but too exquiſitely alive to her 
own misfortunes, | 

A woman of ſentiment, married 
to a man who repays kindneſs with 
indifference and enthuſiaſm of love 


with ſtudied politeneſs, merits uni- 
verſal 


E 1 
verſal pity in this world, and ever- 
laſting bliſs in the other. 

I am, perhaps, tormenting you 
as I have done myſelf; — and an 
heart that ſympathizes can ever 
find food for melancholy. 

At laſt, I have completed the 


Latin ſtanzas, which are encloſed 
for your deciſion, with which pleaſe 


to ſend ſome muſic ; — likewiſe 


Bruyere, as I again wiſh to peruſe 
that author, whoſe maxims, when 
at ſchool, I well remember to have 
admired, 
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LETTER Ix. 
1 Have been confined to my 
chamber ſome days, from a ſe- 

vere indiſpoſition, the effect of a 
romantic promenade by moonlight. 

Lou are diſpleaſed with my 
poetry ! © unclaſſical !” What an 
indignity to a young Tibullus. 

Your indignation is moſt excited 
at my repetition of the adverb far, 
which you term & inelegantly un- 
claſſical.” But if Virgil be one of 
thoſe writers we eſteem claſſics, it 
is claſſical, and my juſtification 
ſhall be his own words : 


„Et nunc omnis ager, nunc omnis parturit arbos, 


« Nunc frondent Sylva, aunc ſormoſiſſimus Annus.“ 


Such 


1 

Such a repetition is the amplifi- 
cation of rhetoric, and one of its 
greateſt beauties, which the moſt 
claſſical poets abound in. Virgil 
has again ſomething like it, by 
doubling the adjective in theſe 
lines : 

© Tytirus hine aberat, %% te Tytire pinus 

« Ipfi te fontes, ipſa hæe arbuſta vocabant.”” 
However, to annihilate the ignomi- 
ny of your epithet entirely, I need 
only tranſcribe another inſtance, 

After the battle of A#ium, in 


which Auguſtus Ceſar conquered 


Anthony, he entertained the citizens 
with a royal ſhow, The night pre- 
vious to the exhibition, it rained 

in- 
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_ 
inceſſantly, but on the morning 
not a cloud appeared. This fur- 
niſhed the Prince of Poets with an 
excellent opportunity of flattering 
his patron with this diſtich: 


ce Nocte pluit toat, redeunt Spectacula mane : 


& Diviſum imperium cum Jove Cæſar habet.“ 


It rains all night, next day no clouds ariſe, 

See !—godlike Cæſar ſhares with Jove the ſkies. 

The Emperor and his friends 
enquired who it was that paid him 
ſo great a compliment; when, the 
modeſt author remaining ſilent, one 
Bathyllus, a very moderate genius, 
owned the lines, and was flatteringly 
rewarded by the vain victorious 


Prince. 


This 


[ 39 | 
This greatly chagrined Virgil, 


and, in order to do himſelf juſtice, 


on the folding gates of the palace 
he wrote the following : 


© Hos ego verſiculos feci, tulit alter honores?““ 


This epigram I wrote, conceal'd my name, 


But ſhall another rob me of my fame? 


And underneath ſubjoined theſe 
beginnings of the four following 


pentameters: 


« Sic vos non vobis = "POR 


« Sic vos non vobis — — 


« Sic vos non vobis 


« Sic vos non vobis — ** 


Theſe Auguſtus ordered to be 
filled up, which no one could 
go per- 
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perform, when the muſical Man- 
tuan came himſelf, and ſubjoined, 


Not for yourſelves— you birds your houſes build, 
Not for yourſelves—you oxen plough the field, 


4 46 — Nidificatis aves. 
| a e — — Fertis aratra boves. 
| | T | Mellificates apes. 
9 6 Vellera fertis oves.“ 
i I 


| | Not for yourſelves—you bees your ſweets prepare. 


Not ſor yourſelves - you ſheep your fleeces bear. 


Thus you perceive the repetition 
carried on with ſucceſs, which you 
may {till call “ unclaſſical;“ but 
it is, in my opinion, a beauty, and 
not a blemiſh — ſuch a beauty too 

the moderns have cloſely copied. 
1 However as my wiſh is to divert, 
1 | and not the vanity of ſuppoſing to 


1 
improve you, I will mention a mer- 
ry inſtance of this ſort, which muſt 
confirm the propriety of my repe- 
tition. | 
John Skelton, poet laureat to 
King James the Firſt, who was 
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better verſed in claſſics than poli- 
tics, and oftener in his library than 
cabinet, became very familiar with 


the King; and, as an inſtance of 
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he 


their intimacy, I here tranſcribe, 
as well as tranſlate, one of the let- 
ters from the Poet to the Prince. 
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« Salve, Rex optime Regum. 
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Salve plus decies, quam ſunt momenta dierum, 


n 


Quot ſpecies generum, quot res, quot nomina rerum. 
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Nuot pratis flores, quot ſunt & in orbe colores, 
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Quot piſces, quot aves, quot ſunt in equore naves 


Que 
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Quo volucrum pennæ, quot ſunt tormenta Gehenne, 


Quot Cali ſtello, quot ſunt miracula Tuom , 
Quot ſunt virtutes, tanto tibi mitto ſalutes.“ 
— 

Count all the moments that make up the day, 

Then count each object nature does diſplay; 
Count all the fiowers that bedeck the field, 

Then count the colours that theſe flow'rs yield; 
Count all the birds, the fiſhes of the fon, 
Then count the ſcales that on thoſe fiſhes be; 
Count all the ſhips that dance along the main, 
Then count the torments that the damn'd ſuſtain ; 


Count all the ſtars that ſpangle yonder ſkies, 


And TrHomas told of thee, count all the ies; 
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Count all the beauties that make up a belle, 
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As many times I wiſh my Patron well, 
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It may now be neceſſary to ob- 
ſerve that Thomas alluded to by 
Skelton, was no leſs than the Abbot 
of Canterbury, who was ſlain at the 
| altar 
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altar by ſome of the King's friends. 
Though he was falſe to his Prince, 
he was true to the Pope, who made 


a Saint of him in the ſucceeding 


century; — of whoſe funeral, and 


fictitious miracles, you are doubt- 


leſs acquainted with. 

Thus much for literature; and 
by ſo long a vindication you may 
infer, that your epiſtles are attended 


to, not a point is loſt, 


— — 
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| THANK you for the muſic; 
particularly the unexpected 
preſent of an /Eolian harp, —I have 
placed 
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placed it at my chamber window 
the wildneſs of its tones is ambro- 
ſia for my ſentimental taſte. 
Though it may not be the“ food 
of love,“ it is the food of melan- 
choly. 
Laſt night I liſtened to it more 
than three hours; the evening 
was ſerene, and though Diana did 
not make her appearance, the 
horizon diſplayed many brilliant 
luminaries, at one moment emit- 
ting rays of fire then ſtealing im- 
perceptibly away —refle&tion con- 
ſequently enſued, and I ſincerely 
regretted my viſit here, wiſhing 
myſelf repeatedly at your retreat. 
| | I am 
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Jam not the man for company, 
—yet much is expected here to day. 
— Conſtance aſſures me they will 
divert, and not offend, Beſides, 
ſhe ſays, they were invited to en- 
tertain me, that I might contraſt 
the pathetic by the comic. 3 

— They are now below. Adieu. 


— — 


LETTER 5 


'$ an viſitors have been here 


a week, and every one a cha- 
rater worthy obſervation, though 


not all comic. 


Lord S. is the minutiæ of fa- | 


ſhion, and affords much diverſion 


to an honeſt blunt ſailor, of the 
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party, Captain Morris, whoſe diſ- 
poſition is as rough as his favorite 
element. Tar-barrel” and © ci- 
vet cat” are the humorous appella- 
tions of retort. Lord S. is con- 
tinually degrading Morris for his 
vulgarity, and the latter laughing 
at the former's refinement ; which 


be ſays, reſembles © a pirate's ſhip 


te hoiſting out falſe colours, or the 
©< model of a man of war, made 
for ſhow.” 

Lord S. is an enthuſiaſtic diſci- 
ple of Cheſterfield, and poſſeſſes too 
great a portion of good nature to 
be really offended at familiar ſin- 
_ eefity;—it_ his heart. is better than 

| | his 
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his head, faſhion, and not nature, 
is culpable, His Lordſhip has lately 
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realized his eſtate, and, having 


— 


viſited foreign courts, muſt, like 


— 
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Gay's Monkey, evince by his dreſs 
that he has © ſeen the world. The 
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Servetur ad imum 


ſagacious animal his Lordſbip re- 4 

4 

ſembles in many particulars, for, 1 

| diſdaining the advice of Horace, | 
| his ſchool companion, who ſays, ; 


Qualis ab incæpto proceſſerit; & ſibi conſtet, 


he is a walking emblem of different 
countries Paris may be diſtin- 
guiſhed in the decoration of his 
head; Taly by his voice; and 
England by his diſpoſition, The 

cloud 
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cloud of paſſion inſtantly vaniſhes 
at the ſun-ſhine of good nature, 
which, though ever ſuſpected to 
ariſe from folly, is only a confir- 
mation of Locke's ſtability of argu- 
ment, relative to the non-exiſtence 
of innate idea; his Lordſhip being 
the concomitant, and not creator 
of abſurdity, 

The other viſitants are Mrs. 
Partlet, Eliza, and Mr. Harcourt : 
— the latter, I underſtand, is well 
known in town, as an author and 
critic, or, rather, a blind guide to 
a credulous multitude. He is ever 
extolling his diſcernment and per- 


fect knowledge of the human heart, 
which 


1 49 J 
which he pretends to effect ad pla- 
citum, with joy or ſorrow, by the 
recital of a ludicrous or melancholy 
hiſtory. His knowledge is con- 
fined to an inexhauſtable ſource of 
common-place puns, which he in- 
troduces out of time and ſeaſon [— 
the miſapplication of taciturnity 
| when a circle of friends are con- 
vivial, and the intruſion of loqua- 
city when they are inclined to be 
ſilent, is his greateſt felicity, In 


ſhort, ſingularity appears to be the 


grand aim of Mr, Harcourt, who, 
having once had power in the 
ſphere of dramatic literature, has 
been flattered into the egregious 
Vo. 1. E vanity 
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vanity of ſuppoſing his wit and eru- 
dition an infallible provokative to 
| ſuperior admiration, Mrs. Partlet 
ö has already engaged his attention 
a widow of fortune, equally an 

adept in deception and inflexibi- 

tity of aſſertion, may yet, —_— 


prove the beſt critic. 
Charlotte has informed me of her 


| 

| 
| peculiar foibles, which even lenity 
| muſt deem crimes and vices. In- 
| dependent in fortune, ſhe aſſumes 
an independency in ſpirit, - com- 
mands and muſt be obeyed. From 
a conſciouſneſs that in winter ſnow 


'- muſt appear on the mountain, and, 


at the age of iy four, that, autumn 
is 


EI 
is far advanced, ſhe endeavours 
to exalt herſelf by depreciating ' 

others. F alſhood, envy, and oſten- 
tation, are her monitors; and to 
vilify thoſe virtues ſhe only knows 


by name, her principal amuſement, 
Eliza —— But J am interrupted, | 


LETTER XI. 


Believe Elza was not mentioned 


amongſt the delineated charac- 
ters in my laſt, = Poor Eliza ! ſhe 
is the unfortunate victim of Mrs. 

Partkt's pride and caprice. 
E 2 Eliza 
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Eliza was enticed from the pro- 


tection of an aged mother, whoſe 


only comfort appeared centered in 
the goodneſs of her child and the 
tranquility of a village life, to be 
introduced into the great world by 
a woman of fortune; and forced 
into the garden of Heſperides, 
without the privilege of taſting its 
produce ! — the golden apple hung 
ſuſpended, addreſſed to © the faireſt 
of the fair,” yet Eliza could not 


reach it. —A mother's bleſſing was 
the only patrimony ſhe received, — 
Innocent and unſuſpecting, depen- 
dent on Mrs. Partlet, obedience 


was her only reſource: —no friend 
to 
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to pity, or relation to revenge. Pa- 
verty made her ſubmit to the cruel? ' 
ty of malevolence, and virtue inured 
her to the mortification of ſervility. 
Virtuous ſhe is, Iam certain, though 
her protector is hourly endeavour- 
ing to make us ſuppoſe the con- 
trary, — Had Eliza ever ate of the 
bread of infamy, would ſhe conti- 
nue to experience ſuch momentary 
perſecution ?— Affirmative and ne- 
gative monoſyllables are the only 
words I have heard Eliza utter. 


How happy is he, born or taught, 
*© That ſerveth not another's will.“ 


I was 
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I was ruminating laſt night on 
Charlotte's narrative of Eliza, and 
really could not ſleep till I had 
diſcovered ſome means by which 
ſhe might be liberated from the 
_ prejudicial envy of Mrs. Partlet, 


2 


whoſe pride, like an imperceptible 
poiſon, ſours the whole maſs, tranſ- 
muting humanity into nauſeous 
averſion and diſguſting oſtentation. 
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HIS morning I roſe much 


[ earlier than uſual, impatient 
to ſee Mortimer, and impart my 
l intention, relative to Eliza; but, 
| 3 thougn 


| E 

though I was eager as a child after 
a new plaything, Mortimer did not 
get up till his uſual time, ſo that 
I was compelled to walk in the 
garden two hours, waiting for him, 
When he came, how pure was my 
felicity ! but when he ſaid It 
cannot be done,” my heart beat 

with diſappointment. 
Do tell me, my dear friend, is 
there an impropriety in making a 
ſettlement on Eliza, eſpecially when 
I wiſh it to be imagined that Mor- 
timer is the preſenter ?—If there is, 
inform me how I can provide for 
an unfortunate female, without be- 

ing known to Eliza, or the world. 
EL ET 


T 3 
I. ETTER XIV. 


OU imagine I am eaſily at- 


tracted, becauſe I pitied Elixa. 
Indeed, I muſt acknowledge, that, 
though unfortunate myſelf, 1 never 
permitted misfortune to paſs un- 
obſerved or uncommiſſerated. 
The pain ariſing from my own 
diſappointed anticipation is an ob- 
ject of inſignificance, when com- 
petited by the inceſſant unhappineſs 
of others ;—part of mine is only 
imaginary, created by poſſeſſion and 
not want. Fortune depreſſing the 


corroding canker of adverſity, I 
| flatter 


1 

flatter myſelf with that portion of 
felicity from Providence, which 
chance has beſtowed on me by 
affluence. But it is too worldly to 
imagine that money conſtitutes hap- 
pineſs, yet it tends to tranquility; 
for a dependent muſt, ever experi- 
ence the torture of ſlaviſn ſervility, 
though but in idea. [4 
There may be a great deal of 
philoſophy in a contempt for wealth, 
but there can be no genuine felicity 
without it, Convinced of this, I 
am daily projecting new ſchemes 
to render Eliza independent, but 
have not yet ſucceeded in one; 
viſhing, as it muſt be deemed a 
charity, 
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charity, to relieve without pride, 
that the gift may be — 
without humiliation. 

You was ſilent, relative to that 
difficult taſk, but from what mo- 
tive I am at a loſs to gueſs; certain 
that were you inclined to the ſame 
benevolence, the ſame caution 
would be taken: for as you inſi- 
nuated, in your laſt epiſtle, 4 'The 


gift might be conſtrued into the 


« laviſhment of gallantry or oſten- 
e tation and the gratitude of the 


« receiver into a forfeiture of that 


4 virtue from which it reſulted.” 


However a convenient opportu- 
nity ſhall not ſlide away unnoticed. 
LET. 
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LETTER XV. 


HE viſitants here are truly 
diverting; humour in abun- 
dance. To raiſe a laugh is the per- 
petual aim, though often at the ex- 
pence of good ſenſe. | 
Caroline, I have every reaſon to 
apprehend, is diſpleaſed with me.— 
I gave my opinion too freely. I 
never contemplated the glaſs of 
faſhion, therefore ought not to have 
preſumed to diſcourſe about taſte 
and dreſs. Mrs. Partlet perſuaded 
Caroline to make a cap according 
to her direction, which having on, 
ſhe 
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ſhe aſked my opinion, This, 
* Caroline, may be an ornament to 
& decorate age, and excite notice 
6; from the ſingularity of its con- 
e ſtruction, but you it does not 
e become :—it may embelliſh the 
ce head externally, but evinces an 
te internal deficiency.” Mrs. Part- 
let felt ſeverely hurt at my remark; 
Caroline bluſhed : the latter did not 
ſpeak, or even look at me, the 
remainder of the evening. 

Next morning I went tothe grot- 
to, at the end of the ſhrubbery. 
It is delightfully romantic, and 
where J often retire and meditate, 
with my book. — On my entrance, 

i _- 'Tpets 


. 
I perceived Caroline, ſome diſtance 
off, buſily employed. She was 
| ſtanding under an aged willow, 
whoſe branches ſuſpended over a 
ſlow winding ſtream, her whole at- 
tention was riveted on the bark, 
which ſhe often would retire back 
to obſerve, and as eagerly run to it 
again, as if to examine ſomething 
minutely. | | 
On my approach, Caroline ſtart- 
ed back; and, when ſhe ſaw who 
it was, frowned at the interruption, 
haſtily quitting. the moſs-covered 
grot ;— but in every ſtep might be 
traced confuſion and pain. 


Alfter 


— - — I M = 
— 9 8 mn —— Fas 49s ates » —_ ; 
8 — m - 
— —L— Ü ²˙ ² » . , OP rr en rr nn nn OOOIOEISESYSECESESESECONENOGOEONOYOOGOGOI ES — 
— 
1 
o 


6 ] 
After following her with my 
eyes, till ſne was entirely out of 
ſight, I repaired to the willow, 
where my vain heart fluttered with 
hope and rapture. On the bark 


that had ſo long excited Caroline's 


gaze, was Carved in conſpicuous 
capitals the following letters, 


R E U B E N. 


What a memorial of eſteem TILT] 


The ſuppoſition of having offended 


made the pleaſureI then felt painful. 
Another look at the tree con- 
ſoled me. Images of affection 1 
perceived in every letter, and was 
tempted - 
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tempted to cut in the bark a ſimi- 
lar memento. But the vanity of 
poſſeſſive bliſs revolted, and ſub- 
ſtituted remorſeleſs reflection. Har- 
court or Morris might have diſtin- 
guiſned my name on the willow, 
purpoſely to laugh at me. That 
Caroline executed it, I could not 
induce myſelf to believe; beſides 
I had offended her the night before, 
which ſhe conſpicuouſly ſignified 
at parting, by an avengeful frown. 
Ho to obtain a reconciliation, 
I know not !—and when I ſhall 
again ſee her, I am equally a ſtran- 
ger to,—From this reverie of deſ- 
pair, 1 was awakened by my muſe; 
when 


. 

when taking a pencil and ſome 

paper out of my pocket, I far 

down under the identical willow | 
of attraction, and, by the aſſiſtance 

of inſpiration, wrote the following: 


To k — 2 * * 


The Soldier daring with ſucceſs of arms, 


Returns from Fight, nor will command reſign; 
But proudly ſeizes on fair Beauty's charms, 


Boldly attempts perfection to confine. 


Inured to reſt him on a flinty ſoil, 
He vainly thinks no dangers can appall : 
e And, to defeat, embraces ey'ry toil, 
Though oft, like Phæton, gains a fatal fall. 


RR, who mock'd the threat'ning cannon's roar ; 


Who leading to the foe the noble brave; 


Scorning a coward's name, as ſordid ore; - 


In peace retreated—made a ſervile ſlave. 2 
Fo Paſt 


La ] 
Paſt loud applauſe he freely would beſtow ; 
His conq'ring trophies willingly reſign ; 
Honour and fame—— all,—to a lovely foe, 


Who captiye leads him, ever to repine. 


Smiling in chains, his en'my he approv'd! 


Tearing the hard earn'd chaplet from his brow, 
His honour gave with pleaſure where he lov'd, 


Wiſhing for more—that more he might beſtow. 


Bereſt of all but wounds, —he yet was vain! . 
Such wounds a noble foe cou'd not deſpiſe; 
A tale of wounds he told, with joy and pain, 


When n. return'd a world of ſighs.” 
1 


Pity pourtray'd him with a feelin heart; © 
Wou'd ſmile, and ſtrive to make his ſorrows leſs; 
Misfortune's balm inceſſantly impart ; 
With flatt'ring friendſhip baniſh his diſtreſs, 


. Yet, like the Adder, did he baſely turn, 
And with Mon1T10n ſting his friendly foe |. 
| Who frown'd, with rage, diſdaining to diſcern. 
| "The future ſorrows of the man of woe. 
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Tn vain the * tear, or penſive figh ! 

In vain to plead 'twas Lov x that forc'd advice! 
The injur'd foe no more will bliſs ſupply, 

Nor wounds, exciting pity, e'cr ſuffice !— 


In vain to ſay that R. meant no wrong 
 OrFzxixnvenry urg'd the fatal leſſon taught! 
Or oft the foe wou'd liſt whole ev'nings long 
| | To ſuch monition-— mutual wiſhes ſought ! 


13 vai. 


Had I not been interrupted in 
| my poetical furor fifty ſtanzas 
might, perhaps, have flowed from 


my tormented brain, I joined Lord 
S. Morris, and Charlotte, who were 
the intruders, and threw the trag 
ment on the bench, under the 
willow tree, to f urpriſe Caroline, 


3 LE T- 


J 
LETTER XVI. 


)JASSIONS have been very. 
juſtly entitled the gales of 
life; and though they may be ac- 
companied with diſappointments, 
and end in reflective torments, a 
ſtate of apathy is more reprehen- 

ſible, as it is a degradation to hu- 
manity and the dignity of our 
nature. Philoſophy, and its rigid dic- 
tates, I no longer obey; — though, 
perhaps, never more neceſſary than 
at preſent, my inſenſibility having 
imperceptibly . vaniſhed at the 
ſhrine of Friendſhip, which emits 
2 F 2 ſuch 
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ſuch a combination of dazzling 
reſplendencies, that a colder heart 
than mine, muſt, I think, be ani- 
mated with ſomething more than 
a platonic fervor. 
Caroline has been for ſome days 
indiſpoſed; and yeſterday morning, 
without even an inſinuation to 
Mortimer or Conſtance, I ventured 
to knock at the door of her apart- 
ment. It was opened by a child 
about ſix years old, who ſaid, 
<< Pray walk in, Sir.” 


<< How does Caroline do, my Joan? 2 
exclaimed the 


* Mamma,” 
little fellow, to my aſtoniſhment, 


running to call her; when, i in a few 
minutes 


I 

minutes, ſhe appeared. On ſeeing 
1 me, ſhe cried, with unuſual vehe- 
mence, Reuben ! Pray, Sir, be 
ſeated.” The emotion of her boſon 
and ſuffuſion of her cheeks, indi- 


cated a mind painfully agitated, — 
I was ſorry at my haſty intruſion, 
but could not retire without ſin- 
_ gular abruptneſs. : to 
Two more embarraſſed figures 
were, perhaps, never ſeen !—How- 
ever, though I was exceedingly 
confounded, I awkwardly .endea- 
voured to annihilate Caroline's per- 
plexity, by apologies for my rude 
interruption, which reſulted from 


the wiſh of being perſonally in- 
formed 
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formed how ſhe was, having heard 
of her indiſpoſition. It ws replied 


to with a ſmile of ſarcaſm, impoſ- 


ſible to deſcribe, conveying, at one 
moment, ſatisfaction at my pre- 
fence, diſapprobation of my con- 
duct, a wiſh to correct, and the 
fear of offence. 
Sir, faid Caroline, you ho- 


© nour me beyond expectation !— 
c for ſince the viſitors arrived, 


your time has been much inte- 
<< reftingly engaged. 


— But, in 
return for your politeneſs, accept 
* my thanks, with a ſincere con- 


E gratulation on your better ſpirits.” 


1 thanked 
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I thanked her I know, but my 
aſtoniſhment at the inſinuation 
made me do it with much confu- 
ſion; which ſhe , perceiving, and 
willing to relieve, inſtantly con- 
verſed about the viſitants. 

Morris, Lord S. Harcourt, Mrs. 
Partlet and Eliza, were depicted 
In genuine colours. | 

75 Yes,” reſumed Caroline, « I knew 
Morris would be your favorite, 
« and he merits ſuch a preference. 
His manners are ancient, to be 
« ſure, but his principles are ſo 
„„ likewiſe, and if he offends by 
& frankneſs, it is unintentional, as 


Sit enſues from truth, and not in- 
. ſult 
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80 ſult of refinement.— Lord S. is 
«a man of faſhion, purſues the 


* dignity of etiquette, and if he 


js diſtinguiſhed for the frippery 
of foppery, . polite inſincerity, 


ce and the ambition to blaze for a 
* moment, example muſt plead his 
* excuſe. — Mrs. Partlet, ſeverity 
c of condemnation cannot ſuffi- 
* ciently reward, as ſhe abuſes that 


cc power and bleſſing that ſecures 


her from univerſal contempt.— 
<« But for all her wealth, her pride 
« and illnature will be deſpiſed. — 
As for Eliza I muſt leave her 
for you to deſcribe.” 

| Caroling 
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Caroline looked ſtedfaſtly at me, 
and, with a ſigh attempted to be 


concealed, again congratulated me 
on my Better ſpirits, and happy 
emancipation from ſtoical inſenſi- 
bility. | 

Eliza, ſhe continued, © is an 
object of pity.— But if you pity 
« all objects of compaſſion, Caroline 
vill come in for her ſhare; and 
_ % yet not diſturb your ſtability of 
« affection Eliza is worthy your 
te Jove :— virtuous, beautiful, and 
e ſenſible More perfections you 
* never can poſſeſs, therefore 

Oh Caroline! I intent ex- 
claimed, wearied with ſuch heartfelt 

— | fatire 
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ſatire, you hes miſtake. me for 
* Lord S. and imagine my feelings 
& are ſteeled againſt your impene- 
« trable ſarcaſms, when you men- 
© tion Elixa ſo emphatically, whom 
“ never converſed with in ſo par- 
cc ticular a manner. | 
% Never converſed with Eliza? 
ſaid Caroline. 
« Never,” Ireplied, on my word.” 
_ © Then, Reuben, you are wrong- 
6c ed, indeed. Yes, that he is,“ 
ſaid the little boy, whom 1 before 
mentioned. — Mr. Harcourt i is a 
* bad man to tell enen, — 
« that heis, Mammal'—— > 
© Harcourt !'' —— 
| The 


. 


ES 

The ſervant has this moment 
informed me that the poſt muſt 
immediately ſet off, and the man is 
waiting below.— As I wiſh. to be 
informed as ſoon as poſſible, whe- 
ther your fever has left you, I will 

ſeal this letter up, and convey the 
continuation of my interview with 
Caroline by the next poſt, Adieu, 


„— 


n 


Peer 


LETTER XVII. 


Believe I concluded, in my epiſ- 
tle of yeſterday, relative to 
Caroline, with the child's calling 
Harcourt a bad man; and to paint 

the 


* 
„ 4 
* 


k 76 1 

i the ſcene with acuteneſs, rptuices 
the ſentiment and refleftions of a a 
Sterne. ; v7 

Caroline was ſitting oppoſite me, 
leaning on a table, placed between 
us, ſupporting her check with her 
| fore-finger ; ſituated, purpoſely, to 
eraſe unperceived the involuntary 
tear, reſulting from a conſciouſneſs, 
| that] was 1njured by falſe accuſa- 
tion. | Edward, for that is the 
child's name, was on the ground, 
apparently amuſing himſelf with 
ſome ſchool books, but had atten- 
tively liſtened to the whole con- 
verſation; for when Caroline repeat- 
ed © you are wronged, Reuben,” 

24. | he 


N 


he looked up with a peculiar arch- 
neſs, and began to cry. — Caroline 
interrogated the cauſe, — © How 
« can I T help crying,” ſaid Edward, 
Ly at dach a naughty man as Mr. 
10 Harcourt? You cried too, 
6 Mamma, I am ſure. I ſaw you 
« wipe away the tear with your 
bo finger.” — Then he again throb- 
N bed; but on a few kiſſes from 
Caroline, rubbed his eyes with her 
apron, and again ſmiled. 1 1 

During the whole of chis s- 
ſionate ſcene, I remained ſilent, nor 
could I even force one tear. My 
eyes were rivetted on Caroline, and 
* heart ready to leap from its 
con- 


| * 1 
| confinement. . I wiſhed to reveal 
i what I felt but had not power; 
though, at laſt, I ventured to aſk _ 
\ Caroline what I was to think, and 
how to act, with this confeſſion : 
« The friendſhip of Caroline would 
indeed make me happy, and, in 
© reality, reſtore my better ſpirits.” 


would my friendſhip perform 
| ſuch wonders ?” eagerly ſhe re- 


plied.” © But you do not know 
* me, Reuben! — nor I you !—— 
Previous to ſuch a poſſeſſion, be 
informed who the unfortunate 
* * Caroline i 18. — 


---< But of whom! p exclaimed. - 
> WOES | 5 Con- 


1 
Conſtance will tell you, On 
« Thurſday I mean to venture out, 
4 hen Conſtance and Charlotte may 
« accompany me. If they do, the 
« prove ſhall be our walk. — Con- 
te tance ſhall be inſtructed and you 
< informed.” © 

« The indiſcretion which now 
« appears ſo reprehenſible, may 
then, perhaps, be pardoned, and 
an inſulted female and her child 
e protected. Your underſtanding, 
« Reuben, I am convinced is libe- 
« ral experience tells me ſor— 
«and your ſenſe of honour too ex- 
< tended not to defend innocence 
from injury and reproach. Your 
| 5 mind 


= 
mind is elegant and good.— Still 
“ continue to be E:z9's lover, but 
9 prove a friend to an unprotected 
** mother,” 

The confeſſion made 10 . 
an impreſſion that I precipitately 
vociferated, —* Protect you, Caro- 
* line — I love you,” — 

She ſmiled — returned my invo- 
luntary progreſs of the hand, which 
I had really taken hold of without 
perception, and replied, « I am 
cc afraid, Reuben, your polireneſs 
has beſtowed on a mere commiſ- 
< ſerative principle, the name of 
« love. — Is it not ſo? pu 

” N 0. —By Heaven, em you.” 

2 
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« I will flatter myſelf fo,” ſhe 
reſumed, and am not diſpleaſed 
« with your preference. But, though 
« I equally eſteem you, ſhould I 
find you to be a man different 
15 from my preſent idea, do not ex- 
« pect I ſhall indulge, and be a 
« dupe to, my inclination. L, there : 
« fore, ſhall not be the leaſt diſap- 
« pointed, for all your vehement 
er profeſſion, ſhould you preſent 
e your heart to one more virtuous | 
than me; nor muſt you be of. 
fended, mould 1 beſtow mine on 
« a man, whom I may find poſſeſſed 
«of ſuperior virtue, and, — 
I am Interrupted by Mortiner, 
and muſt conclude with — Adieu. 
- Ui _—  --- 
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LETTER XVII. 


ORTIME R's preſence was 
never more unwelcome than 
at the concluſion of my laſt epiſtle. 
He entered the room without any 
ceremony whatever, and, after haſti- 
ly aſking Caroline how her cold did, 
entreated me to attend him for a 
few moments. © Og 
Thus was I torn away from a 
confeſſion that might have termi- 
Tat, nated in a permanent felicity, and 
5 prevented from poſſeſſing — what 
| inclination urged: :— the abſolute 
power 
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power © to defend innocence from 
* injury and reproach,” and, by 
my foul, I will. r 
The W to Har- 


court, were ſtrange and ambiguous. 
—] am happy, very happy — and | 
impatiently anticipate the meeting 
this evening Conſtance will tell me.” 
 Mortimer's vaſt buſineſs and 
communication was about Lord S. 
and Charlotte. Harrow has lately 
demanded Charlotte's hand, and is 
determined to have * 
from Lord S. 1 2 
What was all this to me when 
Caroline was talking ? — [ am fo 
elated at my ſucceſs—that—I know 
G 2 you 
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you will laugh. —Do. — Write 
to me inſtantly, and ſay you laughed 
heartily ; ; for then I ſhall conclude 
vou are much recovered, if not 


quite well. 


— 


2 


LETTER XIX. 


\AROLINE, Charlotte, and 
T Conſtance were in the grove 
laſt night, as appointed. | 
Morris accompanied me, and we 
joined them. Caroline and Charlotte 
honoured him by taking hold of 
his arm: they went forward. Con- 


Baue ſo well underſtood my looks, 
that 


1 
that, without ſpeaking, ſhe turned 
back, and I followed.— She con- 
ducted me to the canal, as a place 
of concealment. . Indeed it was ſo; 
—ſecluded by ſurrounding hedges, 
irregularly laid out to form a ro- 
mantic retirement. A ſuſpicion of 
being obſerved: we .could not for a 
moment entertain. Cloſe by the 
canal was ſituated a bench, prevent- 
ed from diſtant obſervation by an 
elm of extenſive growth encompaſſ- 
ing it, which we repaired to. After 
ſeating ourſelves, Conſtance thus 
commenced the expected revela- 
tion: i 
ce Silence, 
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„ Silence, at this juncture, muſt 
diſtreſs you, nor is it, indeed, 
% neceflary. Your open and inge- 
< nuous behaviour, to me in par- 
cc ticular, enforces an intereſted 
& friendſhip in return. The confi- 
t dence of Caroline I have long 
< partaken of; and to her attention 
« ſtrongly recommendedyou,—who 
© had previouſly obtained, by your 
« own merits, that eſtimation I was 
© aiming to procure. — Her narra. 
tive will doubtleſs excite your 
* wonder, as you have hitherto 
«« been induced to imagine her un- 
© married, — 


. 

* She was taken from 2 convent 
c“ at the age of thirteen, and united 
to Lord Vincent, Mortimer parti- 
« cular friend and companion, who 
66 apparently adored her.—Cgroline 
bade adieu to her mother, the 
e only parent ſhe ever ſaw, and ac- 
e companied her huſband to the 
grand metropolis, where they 
* refided two years, in all the 
<« luxury of diſſipation; which of- 
ten rewarded Caroline with an 
„ aching heart. Though ſhe had 
no choice in the union, her duty 
ce and ſentiments ſolemnized the 
„ marriage, rendering her conſe- 
«quently ſuſceptible of feeling for 
bar] « the 


111 
« the accumulated indiſcretions of 
< her huſband. 
« After fifteen months attention, 
Lord Vincent grew wearied and 
« diſguſted with home; — his love 
<< was condenſed, and he treated 
© Caroline, who in word and deed . 
« fulfilled her nuptial vow, with a 
e polite indifference; deſerted his 
child, his only offspring, Edward, 
e embracing every abſurdity that 
« faſhionable folly adminiſtered. 
« His houſe, when he condeſcended 
« to honour it with his preſence, 


was crowded with diſſipated young 
28 fellows, like himſelf, who treated 
7 marriage as a ſacrifice, and in- 

cc ſulted 


WE 
e ſulted the idea of affectionate | 
© connubial HAT - with ignoble 
cc perſeverance. 

« The attachment of Lond . 
* cent kept pace with his fortune, 
« which daily diminiſhed; and, at 
the expiration of two years, they 
4 vaniſhed together. Vet Caro- 
ine eſteemed her huſband; — 
and, to ſupport his dignity and 
n title, | reſigned to him the inde- 
« pendence ſettled on herfelf and 
e child; which, in a few weeks, 
as divided amongſt Lord Vin- 
* cent's beſt friends, at the gaming 
« table. 8 pe 
* A man 
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« A man of faſhion in a ſtate of 

« penury has certainly the greateſt 
* claim to commiſſeration z and 
« let it proceed from whatever vice 
« jt may, he merits pity :—then he 
« jg inferior to the moſt humble 
* mechanic, not poſſeſſing power 
« or ability to procure the means 
* of exiſtence. — However, though 
Lord Vincent's dejected anxiety 
* was ſevere for the moment, it was 
© not laſting ; — the threatening 
* clouds diſperſed, and the fun 
“ ſhone again but not on Caroline 
gome eſtates that had long 
* been mortgaged, for a certain 
_ * period, again came into the poſ- 
4 ſeſſion 
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« ſeſñon of Lord Vincent, which 
« amounted to more than ninety 
« thouſand pounds. 
« When this wealth was realized, 
« he bade farewel to England, Ca- 
* roline, and Edward: haſtened to 
« a; diftant country with a female 
favourite; and, not having been 
© heard of ſince, we naturally con- 
« clude he is dead. 
Caroline could ſcarcely credit 
« ſuch premeditated villainy— or 
* fuppoſe, till convinced, that Zord 
Vincent had departed, — To quit 
« her wha had voluntarily made 
« herſelf 2 of n and 
: for- 


* 
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fortune, to ſecure him tranquility 
© and notice, was almoſt incredible! 

« Neceflity ſoon confirmed it. 
A protector for little Edward 
_ partly alleviated and partly en- 
' © creaſed her grief; — for herſelf 
© ſhe cared not. The reflection of 
«© what was to become of him, ad- 
« ded ſorrow to affliction. But Pro- 
evidence looked down upon her 
a ſufferings, annihilating the lethar- 
« py of deſpair, to ſeek the aſſiſtance 
| © of. benevolence for herſelf and 
| child. 
To me ſhe I} implored 

4 my protection with weeping words, 

and tears that ſpoke, My heart 

had 
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« had been previouſly tinged and 
« Jacerated with alienated eſteem, 
« ſo that, independent of perſonal 
« intimacy ' and mutual affection, 
% my houſe muſt have been the 
« home of Caroline. 

Mortimer 

Here ſhe wept. — Her ſudden 
palpitation implied a ſtruggling in- 
vective againſt Mortimer, which 
fortitude ſuppreſſed. 
* F orgive this interruption,” ſhe 
continued, I am often ſo affected. 


ee But to return to Caroline. With 
“ Mortimer s acquieſcence ſhe be- 
* came one of our family, and has 
*© now been with us five years.— 
* 1 


Laa ! 


© Three years ago her mother died, 
« and bequeathed to her, three 
« thouſand pounds per annum; 
* but with this ſingular proviſo in 
< her will, that, one third ſhould be 
ce refunded, if claimed by any male 
< relation hitherto unheard of.” 
„ The character of Caroline's 
* mother was worthy, but ſtrange. 
x Her whole life was characterized 
ce by myſteries, which her daughter 
de could never reveal, though re- 
« peatedly enquired the cauſe of 
* her mother's .melancholy. — An 
important ſecret might eaſily be 
& diſcerned to inhabit her breaſt, 
but it died with her. 
A « Now, 
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« Now, Reuben, you are inform- 
« ed of thoſe particulars, relative 
« to Caroline's palt life, you ſo im- 
ee patiently wiſhed to be familiar 
with. Still let the recital remain 
« ſacred, which till this day it has 
« with me.” —— 

Iam interrupted. Dinner is wait- 
ing, but in the evening I will tranſ- 
cribe the cataſtrophe, 


LETTER XX. 


In Continuation. | 


Was much affected, and a good 
of tears, that had been long ſuf. 
—_ at the ſorrows of Caroline, 
afforded 


3 


„ 

afforded me much relief; by giving 
vent to nature and ſympathy. | 
] am not ſurprized, ” reſumed 
Conftance, that you ſhould be thus 
« affected; I ſhould have been 
« aſtoniſhed to have found you 
« otherwiſe z which if I had, muſt 
« have prevented my relating what 
es will affect you more. | 
te Caroline is pleaſed with your 

« amiable qualities and diſpoſition; 
c you are charmed with her attrac- 
« tive beauty, and graces, both of 
the mind and perſon; the is in 
«want of a monitor, — you are 
competent to dictate. Friend- 
* ip! is the mutual aim, and it is 
| ; ” your 


— 
o 


[ 97 J 

your fault if divided. Caroline 
* will reſpect you as a brother, and 
« you muſt protect her as a ſiſter. 
„ Thus may your minds be im- 
proved and hearts, already en- 
cc nobled, elevated. GI 

With. rapture and impetuoſity 
did I ſeize the hand of Conſtance, 
and kiſſed it with vehemence of 
gratitude. She drew it back haſtily, 
blaming my imprudence. 

„Now, Reuben, ſhe continued, 
e act as inclination prompts—bur, 
remember, Caroline has been in- 
<« inſulted by Harcourt, and by 
him you are prejudiced, in her 
« efteem, he having aſſerted that 
Ins: H * 
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„ he overheard you and Mortimer 
« propoſing a ſcheme, about a ſet- 
« tlement, to enveigle Elizg's affec- 
« tion, and make her your mi 
e prefe.” ww 


Conſtance was interrupted in her 
intereſting declaration, by a ſud- 
den loud ſplaſhing in the water. — 
We roſe from the bench to diſco- 
ver the cauſe, when Mr. Partlet 
came running to us out of breath, 


inarticulately exclaiming, ** He 
& wi-—wi—wi-—wil be drowned. 
« —Mr. Harcourt has fell into the 
« canal.” 

I vent to the canal ade, when I ſaw 
him ſtruggling to attain the ſummit 
| of 
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of the bank, and almoſt ſuffocated, 
pulled off my coat haſtily, bid- 
ding him take tight hold of the 
arm, which he did, and thus 1 
ſaved him, but with great dif- 
ficulty, from a watry grave. 
When he ſtood forth, Mrs. Partlet 
burſt out into an hyſteric laugh, 
at his Iudicrous appearance.—-Not 
a feature could be diſcerned, or 


even the colour of his clothes diſ- 


criminated, being entirely con- 


cealed by green weeds. 

On enquiring into the cauſe of 
ſo extraordinary a diſaſter, Mrs. 
Partlet inſinuated that they fol- 
lowed us on purpoſe to have ſome 

H 2 | fun 5 


the canal. 
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fun; and Mr. Harcourt, wiſhing 
toalarm us, got up into the tree, 
under which we ſat, but one of 
the boughs giving way, he fell into 
There was ſo palpable a mean- 
neſs in Harcourt's conduct that I 
could ſcarce refrain from revenging 
the inſult, though in the condition 
he then was,—dripping and ſhiver- 
ing. On our way home, we met 
Morris, who had left Charlotte and 
Caroline to ſeek us. —When he be- 
held Harcourt, he followed the ri- 
ſible example of Mrs. Partlet.— 
The cauſe being related, he con- 
gratulated Jack in green, as he 
called 
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called Harcourt, on his ſouſe,““ 


wiſhing that all © ſpies” might 


experience a ſimilar © ducking,” 
Harcourt went to his room as 

- ſoon as we arrived at the houſe, 

The diſaſter, as you may naturally 


ſuppoſe, afforded converſation for 


the remainder of the evening. Mor- 
timer regretted his not being there, 
and Lord S. appeared much pleaſ- 
ed, conſcious that Harcourt's il- 
liberality merited a more fatal 
deſtiny. Conſtance was low ſpirited 
and retired with Caroline; Mrs. 
Partlet looked ſignificantly at the 


former and ſmiled at me, Her 


pertinent ſneers implied a wiſh to 
ſpeak 
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ſpeak with Mortimer alone, but we 
ſate up later than uſual, to her 
mortification; and ſhe retired, 
without a convenient opportunity 
of diſplaying one malevolent re- 
mark to advantage. — I ſuppoſe at 
breakfaſt the ſubject will be inveſ- 
tigatet. — 


LETTER XXI. 


r to know the reſult 

of the aquatic accident, which 
interrupted every attempt to repoſe 
the whole night, 1 went into the 
breakfaſt room early, where, to my 
aſtoniſhment, I found all the com- 
pany already aſſembled, 


Mor- 
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Mortimer laughed heartily at the 
ce ducking ;” which Morris repeated 
ſeveral times with ludicrous obſer- 
vations, to the diſſatisfaction of 
Harcourt, who, often to conceal it, 
whiſpered Mrs. Partlet; — and I 
ſhall be much miſtaken if their 
reciprocal partiality will not pro- 
duce ſome infelicity. 

Charlotte and Lord S. were truly 
agreeable.— Harrow appeared ob- 
literated from remembrance and 
Charlotte, a la fin, familiarized to 
her polite and noble lover; whilſt 
he, in return, flattering himſelf 
with a durability of her eſteem, 
emerged from inconſiſtency, and, 
by 
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by an annihilation of thoſe abſur- 
dities that characterized his dreſs, 
appeared another man, exemplify- 


ing that ſincerity we did not imagine 


his nature ſuſceptible of. — Con- 


ſtance, participating their felicity, 


wore no longer a face of melan- 


choly, but endeavoured to diſtri- 


bute her ſecret joy to every one 


preſent. 
It had no effect on Eliza ( ſhe 
often experienced an indignant look 


of contempt from her protectreſs, 


Mrs, Partlet, who, at intervals, with 
a pertinant ogle, ſtared at me, evinc- 


ing a knowledge of the « ſettlement” 


report, which cruelly injured the 


already 
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already inſulted and innocent Eliza. 
She reſembled a ſenſitive plant in 
a bed of nettles, that with every 
wind mult ſhrink and be ſtung; 
yet, without. reply, ſubmitted to 
the debaſement of pride and exul- 

tation of ſuperiority, 
Caroline's countenance delineated 
a commiſſerative ſympathy.— But I 
am rather apt to imagine, that, her 
penſive ſerenity was the index of 
her own feelings; — though I have 
repeatedly ' ſeen her wiping tears 

from the eyes of affliction. 

I with you was here to deſcribe 
Caroline, for I have attempted and 
cannot, Every eulogium- I find 
ce waſteful 
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« xaſteful and ſuperfluous exceſt: 
in ſhort, encomium itſelf would only 


1 To gild refla'd gald, to paint the lilly, 
« To throw a perfume on the violet; 
« To ſmooth the ice; to add another hue 


“ Ta the rainbow; or, with taper-light, 
1% Ta ſeek the beauteous eye of heav'n to garniſh,” 


No inſinuation has yet interven- 

ed relative to my tete- a-tete with 
Conſtance — not a word all breakfaſt 
time I am now ſummoned to 
attend the company below. Dinner 

is ready—and I muſt bid you adieu, 

As the poſt will ſer out before I 

riſe from table, I have only to con- 

la 1 dclude 
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clude with congratulations on your 
better health, and a wiſh to hear 
from you ſoon. 


LET TR K 


HE © canal” diſaſter ſtill pre- 
- dominates, to the detriment 
of unanimity, 


Yeſterday tea, I was diverted 
and dejected momentarily, being 
ſituated between Allegro and Penſe- 


roſo, Morris and Eliza, — Harcourt, 
recovering his ſpirits, attacked the 
latter with his uſual weapon, which 
he termed wit, though deſtitute of 
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point or common ſenſe; however it 
was rejoined to with that ſeverity 
of refutation, which ever ariſes 
from opinion not rendered intricate 
and unintelligible by an ambition 
to quibble, tending to finally ſilence 
frankneſs of inſult, and blunt the 

edge of malice. | 
Lord S. was too attentive to join 
in the controverſy, or, doubtleſs, 
Harcourt muſt haye overpowered 
the Sailor with the infallibility of 
faſbionable argument, eſpecially when 
ſupported by ſuth, an approved 
adept as Lord S. in the art of polite 
retort, , auto vis 
The 


[ 109 } 

The chit chat of tea was inter- 
rupted by a letter brought in, ſu- 
perſcribed to Lord S. He did not 
know the hand writing, expreſſed a 
wonder, apologized, and opened it. 

Cbarlotte turned pale inſtantly. 

After a few moments, Lord S. 
declared the letter came from Mr. 
Harrow, and as the company were 
no ſtrangers to his intended union, 
he begged permiſſion to read the 
contents, which he did as follows: 


«© My Lord, 


„Though pomp, equi- 
ce page, and ſplendour, may dazzle 
the credulous, avaricious Morti- 

mer 


L 110 } 
& ner, it will not gratify me for 
your baſeneſs of conduct.— 
Jo pretend an ignorance of 
« Charlotte's attachment, previous 
* to your profeſſion, would only 
© be adding inſolence to your 


„ unprecedented and uncommon 
© affront, which you muſt and 
„ ſhall ſatisfactorily anſwer for.— 
% My attachment, my Lord, 
« was well known, therefore your 
e preſumption in ſuppoſing that 
te the blaze of a I1TLE and ſupe- 
* rior fortune would attone for 
« the deficiency of paſſion was 
e puſillanimous and ignoble. 
« Why - 


© 4 3 
* Why place a garland on your 
* own head, and a cap of eternal 


* miſery on that of another ?—one 


* whom you have promiſed to 
« love!!! 

« Your feigned raptures, my 
Lord, can only miſlead for the 
„moment: the heart warmed 
„with ſentiment and truth muſt 
« ever triumph over fo feeble an 
* antagoniſt, — However, to be 
« brief, you muſt reſign every 
„ pretenſion to the hand of Char- 
« latte Mortimer, or follow the 
« hearer of this, who will con- 
« duct you where you may juſtify 
« your love and ſupport your 


« honour,” 
% W. H. HARROW.” 
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P. S. To me has the lady pro- 
& miſed her hand; her heart ſhe 
has long preſented; and ſhould 
« your Lordſhip induce her to 
e retra&t, you muſt be a diſhoneſt 
&* man, and ſhe behave infamouſly 
9 
When Lord S. concluded, Mor- 
timer looked at Charlotte with paſ- 
ſionate indignation. © This Miſs,” 
ſaid he in a rage, © is the effect 
& of coquetting.—Tell me, this in- 
1 ſtant, do you really love the man? 
Are you determined to marry 
& him, and be a beggar all your life, 
* or united to his Lordſhip, imme- 
« diately,—next week ? 
Tears 


L 113 ] 
» Tears ſucceeded this peremp- 
tory requeſt :—She gave her hand 
to Lord S. implored his protection 
and acquieſced to her Father's will. 
Hie kiſſed her with the raptures 
of affection, which duty inſpired; 
and ordered a pen and ink, when 
he entreated his Lordſbip to write 
an anſwer to Harro. Lord S. 
complied, and wrote the 2 
laconic reply. 

Lord S. unacquainted with the 
« ſignature of Harrow, and not ob- 
« ligated to ſatisfy every intruding 
* ;impertinent, ſhall only inſinuate 
e that he is dictated by his own 
| I feelings 


[ 214 J 
8 feelings, i and not the ambition of 
another.“ = 
This note was ſent by the 
bearer of the letter ; after which 
we all roſe from the tea table. The 
approaching nuptials engroſſed the 
converſation, and the ladies retired 
to conſult about decorations and 
ornaments ſuitable for a bride. ' I 
followed and met Caroline, whiſper- 
ing * ſhall you be in your own 
“room, to morrow afternoon ?” 
_ — the reply was © to tes 1 ſhall 
« expect you.” -I then retired to 
my chamber, to write to my friend, 
whom I am really in need of here; 
not conſcious that my fortitude 
will 


[ 118 ] 
will ſave me from ruſhing into 
But as you do not wonder at my 
« admiration of Caroline, you can- 
not be ſurpriſed at any error I may 
commit. % 6 . wa. 


I am. fo particular in my infor- 


mation to you of every circum- 
ſtance that intervenes, that I never 
need be in want of a Journal. — 
Should I wiſh to be rendered fa- 
miliar with my paſt conduct, at any 
future time, a reference to our 
Correſpondence will amply r 
my curioſity. Fa 
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LETTER XXII. 


VO vindicate Harrow with 
ſuch a plauſibility of argu- 


ment, that I almoſt forget he wanted 


to be © Jupiter and Adonis, at the 
ſame time. His attention to Ohar- 
lotte, from its infancy, evinced an 
expectation of fortune, and not a 
confirmation of genuine tenderneſs, 
—That ſhe did love him I am in- 
duced to agree with you, at leaſt 
it is very probable. 

An agreeable young girl, elegant 


and accompliſhed, who, perhaps, 


till ſhe ſaw Harrow, never expe- 


rienced | 


L 127 ] 
rienced the heart fluttering, or gra- 
tification of a flattering lover. 
Was it not then very natural for 
her to approve where ſhe had no 
cauſe to condemn ? 

Great acuteneſs of reaſon often 
leads to heſitation, and' involves 
in error. Mortimer loved his 
daughter, and wasconſequently diſ- 
tracted by a variety of objects aſſem- 
bled for choice: the principles of 
Harrow he ſoon diſcovered, and 
naturally diſcouraged his future 
pretenſion, by an abſolute denial. 

Mortimer has much penetration 
and more diſcretion. He painted, 
with all the enthuſiaſm of a tender 

parent, 


L 118 J 

parent, future misfortunes ariſing 
from an indiſcreet union; illuſ- 
trated, in the affecting language of 
adverſity, the conſequence of dege- 
| nerating an ancient family, from 
which the Mortimer s had lineally 
deſcended. 

It is true that a time was ap- 
pointed for Charlotte to elope with 
Harro; but when the period ap- 
proached, what did he vaguely 
reply ? — He vas not poſſeſſed 
«of wealth ſuMcient to ſupport her 
« with equal dignity to that ſhe 
« was about to quit, therefore the 
marriage had beſt be poſtponed | 
till her Father uy” his con- 
"A | | ce 

« ſent it, L 


LS 
« ſent, preventing too great an in- 
„ timacy with #conomy,” 

Here was a teft of love and re- 
_gard which if impregnated with 
ſincerity and not created by. pecu- 
niary anticipation, muſt have an- 
nihilated the lukewarm precept of 
economy, eſtabliſhing a permanent 
union, by the  fecret marriage 
offered. vt 

It is no longer a miracle, then, 
that Charlotte's. partiality ſhould 
periſh, when offended pride con- 
vinced her ſhe had. been attached 
to a man treacherous and cowardly; 
-whoſe head and heart formed a 
diſguſting contraſt; and whoſe 

be”: only 


L 120, 

only aim appeared centered in the 
ruin of her perſon and poſſeſſion of 
her fortune. The concluding part 

of his letter to Lord S. authen- 
ticated that contraction of mind 
ever hereditary to the revenge of 
deſigning diſappointment, Infamou/- 
ly ill,” and pointed at Charlotte |— 
It is an epithet almoſt unmerited 
by the moſt 0 and fraileſt 
ede. 46114 | 

To animadvert, however, would 
prove but a poor compenſation to 
the virtuous and innocent Charlotte; 
whoſe ſenſibility muſt have been 
painfully affected at ſo reprehen- 


YZ Ay and unmanly an inſinuation, 


LET. 
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LETTER XXIV. 


HE conduct of Lord S. re- 
lative to the challenge, was, 
in my opinion commendably pro- 
per: — Why ſhould he embrace 
falſe honour, and puniſh the folly 
of Harrow by the commiſſion, of a 
greater himſelf? The appellation 
of honour muſt be proſtituted to uſe 
it on ſuch an occaſion. - 

But I muſt diſmiſs this ſabjes, 
and proceed to more intereſting 
concerns. Caroline and | are ſworn 
friends! and, to avoid the ſar- 
caſtic remarks of Harcourt and 

Mrs, 
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„Mrs. Partlet, a correſpondence is 
to commence. 

Edeward is familiarly intimate 
with me. I play with him on the 
carpet, and inſtruct him to read, 
which he does with credit to pre- 
ceptor and pupil. I love him 
dearly he is a very ſenſible acute 
child, deſtitute of that frivolity 
attendant, in general, on ſuch 
juveniles, He is not permitted to 
venture out of the room, as Ca- 

 rolint's hiſtory is only known to the 
Mortimer family. 
Tou will naturally be aſtoniſh. 
ed at Caroline's reſidence here, 
e when all the diſagree- 
able 


[123 J 
able accompaniments are related: 
but the friendſhip of Conſtance has 

hitherto overbalenced the reſolu- 
tion of departure, and the — Que 
Tappellrrai je ? the friendſhip of 
Caroline has overbalanced my re. 
ſolution of departure. 


LET TEN IW. 


TPHOUGH I would fain flat- 
ter myſelf with the poſſeſſive 
vanity of Caroline s eſteem, did I 
not actually enjoy it, a circum. 
ſtance occurred yeſterday evening 
which, even you cannot deny, eſta- 


L104 

bliſned my aſſertion, relative to 
Charlotte's opinion of me; and 
which I do not mean to illuſtrate 
by egotiſm, as the confidence of af- 
fection, pure and unadulterated, 
muſt more intelligibly tranſlate it. 

Conſtance and Caroline were par- 
ticularly invited by ſome of the 
village neighbours to tea, where 
they went ſoon after dinner. I re- 
tired, as uſual, to my room, read 


till evening, and called in to ſee 
my little Edward. When J entered, 
he ran to me to be kiſſed, and, 
whilſt in my arms, turned round 
to the ſervant that attended to 
take care of him, telling her © to 
25 80 


Luan 

10 go ; that Reuben would ſtay and 
take care of him, till Mamma 
c came home,” She left the room 
as Edward bade her, knowing 
that I was too fond of the little 
prattler not to protect him from 
harm. 

% Come, Ned,” © we will have a 
C game at ninepins ; — where are 
„your bowls ?—" 

* don't like to play. now,“ he 
replied wimpering.— I can play 
hen you are not here. Won't 
« you let me read toyou? If you 
« don't like my reading, I will 
ce play a tune ;—Mamma made me 


«learn your: favorite on purpole to 
« pleaſe 


L - 286 | 
&« pleaſe you, and if you do not 
« like it, I ſhall not know what to 
n Tit 
He ran to the harpſichord and 
played a pathetic air, which I well 
remember to have praiſed to Caro- 
line; and conſidering that his di- 
minutive fingers could not ex tend 
to an octave, performed it accurate- 
ly, though of muſic he did not 
underſtand one note. 
This attempt to pleaſe was s ſuc- 
ceeded by reading a tale. — I am 
certain it was particularly pointed 
out for Edward's recital, which 
made me attentive to the ſubjea.— 
Every period contained the ſenti- 


(OY 


[127 ] 


ment of Caroline, and every ſen- 
timent diſplayed the felicity of 
integrity and ſufferings of diſſimu- 
lation. Edward would often intro- 
duce a remarkable emphaſis on 
certain ſentences; when he told 
me, thinking he had done wrong, 
as I looked at him ſometime with 
aſtoniſhment, ® Mamma read it ſo.” 
This confirmed my ſuſpicion. 
I ſhould have queſtioned my 
little pupil concerning his dictated 
conduct, but Caroline entered in a 
hurry, quite out of breath, and 
threw herſelf on the ſopha. — Her 
whole ſyſtem appeared tremulated. 
I took hold of her hand, entreating 
to 


[ 488 J 
| to know the cauſe of ſuch violent 
agitation : — ſhe preſſed it with 
convulſive vehemence, and, faint- 
ing, fell into my arms. | 
So ignorant was I of the Galenical 
art, that words was the only lenitive 
medicine I attempted to adminiſter, 
till Edward, with tears in his eyes, 
brought a ſmall phial, which, he 
ſaid © Mamma often ſmelt to.“ 
On tak ing out the cork, I found 
it to be hartſhorn, which I plenti- 
fully applied to her noſe and 
temples. l 
She was in my arms, though re- 
covering apace, when Harcourt 
came in abruptly and diſordered ; 
and, 


L 29 J | 
and, on obſerving the ſituation of 
Caroline, which he conſtrued into 
affection, left the room in a paſſion, 
ſaying, Reuben is your ſecret 
% paramour then, madam But I 
9 always ſuſpected your reſerve to 
* be a cloak for ſome infamy.“ 

Impulſe compelled me to quit 


Caroline. Infamy,” I exclaimed, 


running after him to- — 
What rage might have encouraged 
I know not. Caroline ſtopped my 
precipitate purſuit; ſhefollowed me 
to the door, ſcized hold of the ſkirt 
of my coat, and, on her knees, 
weeping, prayed me ro return, 
Edward, with tacit eloquence, af- 
9 tectionately 


30 
fectionately aſſiſted in Caroline's ſo- 
licitation; he took hold of my hand, 


which he was juſt tall enough to 


reach, and, looking up to me with 
a tear trickling down each cheek, 
pulled me back with all his force. 
Convinced of my involuntary 
raſhneſs, I raiſed my lovely ſup- 
pliant from her humiliating ſitu- 
ation, and conducted her to the 
ſopha, where I left her perfectly 
recovered, I was obliged to quit 
the ſeat of my felicity, contrary to 
inclination, it being ſupper time, 
and my abſence might have ex- 
cited general curioſity, which could 


not with prudence have been gra- 
tiſied. NE __ LET- 


L ] 


- 


LETTER XXVI. 


THE grand myſtery is all un- 
ravelled. Caroline informed 

me that Harcourt has profeſſed 
love to her ſeveral times; favoured 
by Mortimer, who has revealed 
the particulars of her ſituation, 
She rejected every importunity 
with diſdain: but Harcourt, on 
the evening mentioned in my laſt, 
had planned a ſcheme to force her 
away. po. 
On Caroline's return, with Con- 
ftance, from the village tea-viſit, 


| Harcourt met her, and declared 
"i 2 that 


L 
that Charlotte was in the grotto, 


and, that ſhe had ſent him in pur- 
ſuit of Caroline, whom ſhe wiſheg 
to communicate ſomething to of 
importance, He offered his com- 
pany to conduct her ſafe ; but the 
night being very ſerene, and the 
moon ſhining exceedingly bright, 
| ſhe refuſed his ſervices, and went 
alone. | | 

No ſooner had ſhe entered the 
moſs-covered recluſe, than Har- 
court, who had followed at a diſ- 
tance, ſeized hold of her, ſwearing 
that Fate nor Heaven ſhould pre- 
vent him from poſſeſſing the en- 
chanting Caroline. 


Every 


a» 

Every ſtruggle and endeavour to 
get away was attended with obſce- 
nity in word and deed, added to 
violent imprecations of revenge, 
without an acquieſcence to the will 
of brutality. 

« A chaiſe and proper guard,” 
he ſaid, © was a little diſtance off, 
* to convey her where he had ap- 
“pointed. He began to force 
her to follow him, and took a piſ- 
tol out of his pocket, which, he 
affirmed, ſhould ſilence any intru- 
der. 1 
Preſence of mind ſaved the in- 
nocent Caroline from experiencing 

the 


— 34 } 
the realization of that identical 
« infamy” Harcourt had branded her 
with, | 

In a fortunate moment ſhe 
ſnatched the piſto], and levelled it 
at the villain before her, who re- 
tired a few paces back, conſcious 
of his deſert. 

Thus at liberty, flight was her 
only reſource, which ſhe inſtantly 
embraced, and as ſhe trembling 
fled, often ſtopped ſhort, aiming 
the piſtol at her purſuer. 

On her arrival at the houſe, ſhe 
threw it away, and entered her 
apartment in the melancholy ſitu- 
ation I have already deſcribed. 

All 


[ 136 ] 

All this Caroline told me herſelf, 
concluding with, “if I did not re- 
* oard her, ſhe muſt fall a ſacrafice 
ce to artifice and villainy,” — 

Is this vanity ? 

No. It is happineſs ſuperlative ! 
I have vowed * eternally to pro- 
tectꝰ Caroline, and ſhe to © eſteem” 


me. 


— 


LETTER XXVII. 


— E nuptials of Charlotte and 
Lord S. were yeſterday ſo- 
lemnized, which had nearly been 


prevented the preceding evening, 
when 


L 136 

when Harrow and his friend for- 
cibly entered the houſe, with a 
determination that Lord S. ſhould 
give him inſtant ſatisfaction: but 
he was not within. 

2 Mortimer, with his uſual diſ- 
cretion, ſent a meſſage immedi- 
ately to Lord S. apprizing him of 
his danger, with the political ad- 
monition of returning with proper 
means to ſecure his life. . 
Lord S. waited on the village 
juſtice, ſwore the peace againſt 
Harrow, and procured a warrant 
of commitment, which was ſerved 


on his enemy before he returned, 


to 


Cn 3 
to the ſatisfaction of the whole 
company. 

Thus ſecured from aſſaſſination, 
next morning we all attended Char- 
lotte and Lord S. to church.— 
Eliza and Morris were inſeperable. 
Harcourt and Mrs. Partlet, as if 
ſuſpicious of each other, were arm | 
in arm the whole time. Conſtance, 
Caroline, and Reuben, were more re- 
ſerved, though not leſs familiar. 

After the ceremony, we returned 
back to dinner to Mortimer's houle, 
where a meſſage had been ſent 
from ——: a polite invitation to 
Chatſworth, to partake of the village 
feſtival given that evening. — So 
unex- 


K 


[ 188 ] 
unexpected a pleaſure, you may 
naturally ſuppoſe, was readily ac- 
cepted, 

No ſooner was dinner removed, 
than we began to prepare for the 
rural excurſion, which, being but 
a few miles, we unanimouſly con- 
ſented to walk. 

On our arrival, we were received 
with every token of hoſpitality, 
and conducted to a fine ſpacious 
green, where the happy inhabitants 
had aſſembled, to celebrate the day 


in honour of her Grace, who, I + 


underſtand, beſtows a certain ſum 
annually for ſuch a feſtival. 


So — and paradiſiacal a 
ſcene 


— 139 J 
ſcene I never before beheld. It 


repreſented innocence and felicity 
aſſociating with leiſure, each con- 
tributing to annihilate the pertur- 


bations of care, and forget the re- 


laxations of labour, by the enjoy- 
ment of plenty and contentment. 

The pleaſure of and 
party, diffuſed general ſatisfaction, 
and inſtant inſpiration. 

An old farmer ſtood by me, with 
whom I repeatedly converſed, and 
was much dclighted with his re- 
marks ;—they evinced a well- in- | 
formed mind and benevolent heart. 
Content appeared in every wrinkle, 
though his hoary hairs and amber- 

headed 
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headed cane were conſpicuous em- 
blems of his vaſt age. The blood 
of juvenility has long ceaſed to 


flow, yet a recollection of paſt 
times, and the emulati ve ambition 
of example, created a new fire, 
tempting him to be one in the 
Jovial throng. 
A ruſtic Hebe RE" Lady 
P. with ſome refreſhments, excited 
my attention ſuddenly, I was 
| ſtruck with the beauty of her fea- 
tures and deje cted deportment ;— 
they delineated a refinement. and 
ſenſibility, though disguiſed by 
a ftuff gown and ſtraw hat, 


Ten 
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J enquired of the old farmer 

who ſhe was; but inſtead of making 
any reply, he turned from me.— 
Suppoſing, that, he did not hear 


me, I repeated my requeſt, when, 


ſummoning his fortitude, he in- 


formed me, to my aſtoniſhent, that 


ſhe was his daughter! 
« Yes, Sir,” ſaid the Farmer, 


% ſhe is, indeed, my daughter, and 


* a good and dutiful child Ophelia 


« 1s. - I am not ſurpriſed at your 


e interrogations, Sir, as her perſon 


and dreſs form ſuch a conſpicu- 


© ous contraſt, that curioſity muſt 


“naturally be rouſed. Her edu- 


<* cation has been liberal and gen- 


. — oc ee OI I a et ts as 
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< teel; — her accompliſhments are 
& many; and ſhe is equally familiar 
«© with muſic, dancing, and litera- 


* ture. She was brought up at the 


* expenſe of the village Squire, 
* who was then a widower, as a 


© companion to his daughter, an 


only child; and, by an adherence 
« to flattery and diflimulation, ſoon 
% found means to ſteal the ſole 
« affections of my dear Ophelia.— 
© Yes, poor girl !”— here he ſighed. 
wh: She loved him to diſtraction:.— 


yet, though he endeavoured to 


« betray her to infamy, by exten- 


e five promiſes of independency 


— * and — ſhe had the bleſſed 
ce for- 


1 
« fortitude to prefer virtue in ad- 
« yerſity to guilt in all the luxury 
« of inceſſant ſplendour. 

« Her inflexibility, and poſitive 
<« refuſal of gratifying his baſe and 
ce licentious paſſion, incurred im- 
% mediate hatred and revenge,— 
“He knew ſhe loved him, and to 
& Ophelia's love did he again ap- 
% peal ; which finding as perma- 
* nently virtuous as ſincere, he ſent 
% her back to me for future pro- 
* tection. But, thank Heaven ! he 
“ig now dead, and God forgive 
him. Though her unfortunate 
« attachment obſtructs the perpe- 
<« tual flow of happineſs, the viciſſi- 
I tude 


| 
| 
| 
i 
| 
i} 
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& tude does not the leaſt affect her; 
<« as it is by her own expreſs deſire 


« thar ſhe is in the dreſs you now 


„ obſerve. Beſides was Ophelia too 


e fine, her acquaintance muſt be 
« diminiſhed to a ſelect fewz;— 
« whereas now, ſhe is univerſally 
ks beloved, and her acquaintance 
* envied by the whole village.” 


I could not keep my eyes from 


gazing on Opbelia, till called by the 


ruſtic maſter of the Revels, to join 
the general dance. Superiority was 
thrown aſide to render unanimity 
triumphant. 

When the inf piration of the pipe- 
and tabor ceaſed, we were enter- 


6 . tained 
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tained with excellent ſinging. 
Several lads and laſſes chanted 
emblematical cantata's, in charac- 
ter, aint * different em- 


ployments. 
Ophelia at: the 2 U, 


conducted by her father, who 


x * N 
1 


proudly led his valuable prize to 


the ring in the middle of the 
green. The general attention that 
enſued, confirmed great expecta- 
tions the villagers v were Particu- 
larly filent. 3 

Before Ophelia hom he made 
a reſpectful curt 17 ſuch an one 
that would not have diſgraced a 


drawing room, — She ſighed and 
L bluſhed 
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bluſhed repeatedly. I never be- 
held ſadneſs ſo ſweet, or ſorrow 
painted in ſuch animating colours, 
in all my life. The air ſhe ſang 
was compoſed by herſelf ; — it was 


elegantly pathetic.— The following 


were the words, which I well re- 
member, though cannot, at this 
moment, trace to my memory the 
Onde unto my roundelay 
O drop the briny tear with me; 

Dance no more on holiday; 

Linke arunning river be. 
55 My love is dead, 
Daa to his death-bed, 
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Black his hair as winter night; 

White his ſkin as ſummer ſnow; | 
Red his face as morning light ;— 


Cold he lies in the grave below I 
My love is dead, &c. 


Sweet his tongue as throſtle's note; 
Quick in dance as thought can be; 
Deft his tabour; cudgel ſtout; 
O he lies by the willow tree! 
My love is dead, &c. 


Hark ! the raven flaps his wing, 
In the briered dell below; 
Hark ! the death-owl loud doth ſing 
To the night-mares as they go. 
My love is dead, &c, 


See, the white morn ſhines on high; 

Whiter is my true-love's ſhroud ! 

| Whiter than the morning ſky ! 

Wuniter than the evening cloud! F 


My love is dead, &c. | 
Here, 


Here, upon my true-love's grave, 
Shall the barren flowers be laid 
Not one holy Saint to ſave 
All the forrows of a maid > 
My love is dead, &c. 


With my hand I'll plant the briars, 
Round his hallow'd corſe * 
Elf and fairy light your fires, 
Here my body ſtill ſhall be. 
Mu love is dead, &c. 


Come with acorn cups and thorn, 
Drain my heart its blood away; 
Life and all its goods I ſcorn, | 
Dance by night, or feaſt by day. 

My love is dead, &c. 


Water-witches, crown'd with reeds, 


Bear me to your deadly tide; 


I die—1 come my true · love waits 


Thus the damſel ſpoke, and died! 


The 
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The feſtival laſted till ſunſet, 
when all the villagers united them- 


ſelves into one throng, and joined 
in a grand chorus in honour of her 
Grace's bounty; after which they 
went dancing and finging to their 
reſpective habitations, where every 


breeze whiſpered contentment, and : 


innocence ſecured repoſe. 
The excurſion ſupplied us with 
variety of converſation. We did not 


retire to reſt till late, on account of 


celebrating Charlotte's marriage. 
Though I have ſo long ſtudied 
the moſt abſtracted philoſophy, 1 
am incapable of commanding my 
paſſions, Laugh at the conqueſt 
and 
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and enjoy it; for the ſighs of 
ſoftneſs and tears of beauty” have 
opened my eyes, and induced me 
to reflect on marriage. What Is it? 
a deſirable ſtate, but requires ma- 


ture conſideration ; it is everlaſting 


friendſhip, and, when virtue and 


Anterity are blended, „all that we 
believe of Heaven.“ | 
Prepare yourſelf for an impend- 
ing ſurpriſe, which my next packet 


may, perhaps, contain, —Adievu, 


4. DE 58 


END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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LETTER XXVIIL 


NTOTHING material has oc- 
= * curred ſince I laſt wrote, nor 
will this Epiſtle ſurpriſe you. — 
Conftance paid me a viſit this morn- 
ing, in my room, where I have 
confined myſelf ſome days. Caroline 
. has 
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has informed her of Harcourt's pre- 
meditated villainy, and that ſhe 
eſteems Reuben ſuperlatively. Har- 
court has not yet permitted the grotto 
ſcheme to tranſpire. Morris and 
Eliza have lately been diſtinguiſh- 
ed for their partiality to tete à tete. 
I am ſincerely glad of it, and wiſh 
an union may be the reſult, — He 


s a blunt honeſt ſailor, and, though 
wjhimſical, will know the value of 


24 good wife. 


Caroline ſent me a note yeſterday, 
affectionate and flatrering | — re- 


queſting me to fulfill my long 
promiſe; ;—the Narrative of myſelf. 


Four 


E 
Your familiarity with the battles 
and fortunes that I have paſſed, 


demands the encloſed,* which is 


an exact copy of thoſe identical 


ſheets I ſent to Caroline; fo that you 
may confute or confirm the tale of 
e wond'rous pity,” 


* TO CAROLINE. 


As the food of pride is diſtine- 
tion, mine is amply gratified, by 


a realization of a flattering ſupe- 


riority, which the character, and 


not mere appellation, of a Soldier 


3 * 
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Familiar to victories and defeats, 
the refined pleaſure of anticipation, 
though eſteemed more luxurious 
than poſſeſſion, experience confirms 
to ariſe from mental weakneſs and 
the error of the heart. Vet, to hope, 
the influence of reaſon and chriſ- 
tianity have ſupported with an en- 
thuſiaſm, which will ever, in part, 


alleviate the acrimony of ſublunary 


| misfortunes, and render miſery itſelf 


| leſs imbittered. Indeed, as your fa- 


vourite writer elegantly . obſerves, 
„Hope is neceſſary in every con- 
« dition. The miſeries of poverty, 
e of ſickneſs, of captivity, would, 
without this comfort, be inſup- 
| portable; 


7 


11 

portable; nor does it appear that 
« the happieſt lot of terreſtial ex- 
« jſtence, can ſet us above the want 
e of this general bleſſing. — But 
to anticipate, is an evident phrenzy 
of imagination; for can that un- 
derſtanding be entitled perfect that 
patiently ſubmits to the degrada- 
tion of inſulting deception ? 
However, the prevalence of imi- 
ration, and the triumph of defeating 
the enemy, induced even me to an- 
ticipate a victory complete! — to 
return again, after the long im- 
pending dangers of war, to my 
native country, with an aged ve- 
teran F ather, whoſe virtues were 
recorded 
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recorded as maxims of morality; 


and whoſe veneration for honour 
and his country's proſperity, anl- 
mated him to diſtinguiſh me at the 
head of battle : where, with the 
energetical affection of an ambition 
parent, he ſaid to me, previous to 
engagement, © Take this ſword, 
sand let juſtice dirett its point; 
c ſtrike it not into the heart of an 
% enemy wantonly, nor ſlay, but 
« when neceſſity compels. Farewel! 
« Heaven protect you. But remem- 
eber, above all, that a Father's 
hard earned reputation is hazard- 
« ed, which muſt be again authen- 
S ticated, by his ſon's courage. 


7 


E 
« The period is arrived to die a 
* ſoldier, or to live a man.” 
The chance of war was not ter- 


minated for ſome years; during 
which time I experienced, but once, 
the mortification of defeat, which 
reſulted from a plague in the army. 
The number of our men. being ſo 


materially leſſened, the conqueſt of 


taking a few officers and privates 
was obtained without much dith- 
culty. But when a reinforcement 
took place, and an exchange of 
priſoners, victory once more tri- 
umphed, and the enemy acquieſced 


to the treaty offered, 
The 
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The ſatisfaction hereditary to 
a Peace, words can but faintly 
pourtray. The glory of honour, 
exultation of fame, and the faſci- 
nating ſatisfaction of public ap- 
probation, may be conceived but 
never deſcribed. No longer the 
« ear piercing fife“ or“ brazen 
trumpet” ſound ! expectation of 
departure to domeſtic joys, and 
repeat the perils paſt, is the general 
with. 
Till that moment the inconſiſ- 
tency of anticipation was encouraged, 
Imagination introduced me to a 
Siſter, whom I had only heard of, 
yet loved by inſtinct, having left 
home 


LY 1 
home at the juvenile age of ſix 
years, when my ſiſter was born. I 
was not permitted to ſee any other 
relation than my Father, who 
thought an intercourſe with a Ma- 
ther and Siſter might imbibe a 
tenderneſs and delicacy, unbecom- 
a Soldier; and the fortitude of a 
„military character ought not,” 
he argued, © to be relaxed by pa- 
« rental affection, or degraded by 
“an effeminate attachment,” 

Theſe were his dictates to me, 
which his own conduct evinced a 
paternal theory, without capability 
of practice. 


Hubert | 
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Hubert adored his wife and ve- 
nerated his children; yet his con- 


duct to me But being an only 


ſon, he wiſhed me to be perfect, 
conſequently different from man- 
kind. 

With the eager anticipation of 
returning to England, and ſeeing 
my ſiſter and mother, I haſtened, 
with impatience, to Hubert's tent, 
where a crowd of ſoldiers had aſ- 
ſem bled, and, though diſciplined 
by my Father, in every eye I beheld 
the briny emblem of ſenſibility and 
effeminacy. 

Approaching near, they inſtantly 
made an opening for my entrance; 
and, 


XX 
and, in one general voice, vocife- 
rated “ Simis the Black.” When I 
entered the tent, Hubert was in his 


bed ! — How to account for ſo 
ſtrange and ſudden an accident I 
knew not, I gazed, almoſt petri- 
fied with aſtoniſhment. — He roſe 
from his lifeleſs poſition, ſupport- 
ing himſelf on the ſhoulders of 
General B. and Major R. and thus 
addreſſed his melancholy ſurround- 
ing friends, — © When you return 
* to England, ſhould the valour of 
% Reuben be interrogated, ſpeak of 


© him as ye know, — Say, that he 


« was a young Soldier, but my ſon.” 
Here he ſmiled, with an innate 
ſatisfaction, 
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ſatisfadt ion, and, lifting up his eyes 
to Heaven, reſumed his requeſt. 
© Reuben's courage has ſaved his 
% country. Say, in ſingle combat, 
te that, my darling child attacked 
te the rebel leader, and I die hap- 

The military veterans, though 
able to brave the ſuſpending hor- 
rors of a cannon ball, could not 
ſtem the inundation of gratitude 
and pity : they bowed acqu ieſcence, 
and tacitly wept at the regretted 


3 | 
interpoſition of fate. 


The panting of Hubert's heart, 
on beholding me, was, for a mo- 
ment, tranquilized; its violent pal- 
pitation 


1 13 ] 
pitation diminiſhed. My preſence 
acted as a forcible lenitive to aſ- 


ſuage the ominous preſaging throbs, 


which diſtracted all preſent ; — for 


all loved Hubert. 


Hubert held out his hand, which, 


on kneeling to bathe with my tears, 
he, with an emotion that indicated 
a conſciouſneſs of approaching fate, 
preſſed it to his lips, and pronounc- 
ed his bleſſing. | 

The colour fled from his cheeks; 
his eyes were ſtedfaſtly fixed upon 


Simis; who, though fettered with 


double irons, appeared to exult at 
the ſcene of horror and embarraſſ- 


ment. f ; 
A ſud- 
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A tudden and violent palpitation 
unriveted the wild gaze of Hubert, 
on Simis. He, again, turned to me, 
and, vith a celeſtial ſerenity, that 
evinced a long adherence to neigh- 
bourly love and religious duty, 
placidly exclaimed, © My hour is 
e paſt, I ſee the diſtant gate open- 
«ed for my reception. I ſee — 
« Forgive us our treſpaſſes as we 
forgive them that treſpaſs againſt 
©« us,— Let Simis be liberated from 
« his preſent ſhackles, and conveyed 
& to his native country, free, un- 
* moleſted. I forgive him.” — He 
pauſed for awhile, repeated a ſhort 
prayer inarticulately, then, claſping 
his 


t 1 
his hands together, loudly ex- 
claimed, „I believe in God,” — 


and died, 
Here was the teſt of noble forti- 


tude ! — So dear was the exiſtence 


of ſuch a Father, that, by giving 
{ſcope to the reflection of regret, I 


inſtantly became delirious, 


The friends of Hubert were the 


friends of Reuben. — Two days after, 
on my recovery, I found myſelf in 


the apartment of General B. who, 


as he frequently inſinuated, adored 


me, becauſe I was a miniature of 
the man he loved. 

Awakened from my ſtupefaction, 
the Tomb of Hubert ruſhed into 


my 
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my memory, and reminded me of 
my duty as a Soldier and Son. 
Every wiſh and attempt was re- 
pelled. So idolized was Hubert, 
that, during my torpid affliction, 
a monument had been ordered, and 
a day appointed for the funeral with 
military honours. | 
The eager aſſiduity of every in- 
dividual, to immortalize Hubert, 
and their benevolent friendſhip to 
me, diminiſhed the ſeverity of my 
valuable loſs. | 
When I entered Hubert's tent, to 
my aſtoniſhment, I found all his 
property ſecured, by General B—'s 
ſeal being affixed to every article, 
however 


n 
however trivial; ſaving a Piure, 
my Father wore round his, neck, 
which the General preſented to me 
himſelf, 
Though ſecrecy of particulars 


ever accompanied the mention of 


my Mother and Siſter, I concluded 
the Picture to be drawn for the for- 
mer; and, perceiving in it a tous 
en ſemble ſimilarity of my own fea- 
: tures, I kiſſed it as the reſemblance 
of a Mather, whom, from mere ſin- 
gularity, 1 had not been permitted 
to ſee, ſince an infant. This poſſeſ- 
ſion was more gratifying to me than 
the amazing fortune I was then 
maſter of, by the death of Hubert; 
VOL, 11. = for, 
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1 
for, without it, every endeavour to 
find an only Parent muſt have 
been fruitleſs. 
In the moment of reverie, which 


aroſe from an attentive admiration 
of the Picture, Julian entered. At 
ſchool he was my particular inti- 
mate; his ſincere attachment to me 
induced Hubert to preſent him with 
a commiſſion, that an intimacy, 
cultivated by ſentiment and real 
affection, might be preſerved, and 
not divided, even in battle. 

„Alas!“ ſaid Julian, out of 
breath, with ſpeed, © The villain 
« is fled. The Court Martial is aſ- 
* fembled, but Simis cannot be 


de found.“ 
The 


LW J 

The name of Simis recalled to 
my remembrance Hubert's expiring 
requeſt, which, till that inſtant, I 
knew not how to 1lluſtrate. . Bur, 
when Fulian informed me that he 
would purſue the enemy of Hubert 
till death, and have revenge on his 
_ murderer, Simis, I felt, for the firſt 
time, a diſinclination to fulfill the 
requeſt of Hubert. 
Simis was fled, and my conſcience 


appeaſed. 


To remain ſo long ignorant of 


ſuch an act, as the murder of a Fa- 


ther, rendered me culpable of irre- 


ligion, by a deficiency of duty. 
Yet my remorſe diminiſhed, when 
C 2 Ju- 
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Julian inſinuated that Simis had not 
been found guilty of poiſoning Hu- 
bert, but was the confeſſor of it 
only. | 
The faithful ſervility of Simis, 
and his tenderneſs on many occa- 
ſions, induced me to believe that 
he was innocent; but, actuated by 
a noble diſpoſition, to prevent the 
ſuſpicion falling on any one in the 
.army, had avowed himſelf the 
murderer, which was apparently 
confirmed by Hubert's command, 
Let him be conveyed to his na- 
« tive country, free, unmoleſted.“ 
Hubert loved Simis, and Reuben 

venerated Hubert. 
I coun» 


2 
I counteracted the orders iſſued 
out by the Court Martial, which 
was to find out the retreat of Simis, 
and bring him back to trial. Ani- 
mated by the dying wiſh of Hubert, 
I acknowledge that I prevented the 


purſuit of Simis —nay more — ! 
even bribed the ſoldiers, and ag- 


gravated the crime, if it might be 
termed one, by a deviation from 
truth, hinting that Reuben was the 
protector of Simis. 

Was I then baſe, when, at the 
ſame inſtant, I refuſed to ſtain my 
hands with blood, and executed the 
will of a beloved parent? Had I 


heſitated, it muſt have reſulted from 


pu- 


ö 
| 
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puſillanimity and not virtue, — 1 
ſhould have been a mere pretender 
to courage, and forfeited the honour 
and reputation as a man, which I 
had gained as a ſoldier. 

Simis had repeatedly watched 
whole nights in the camp, for Hu- 
bert's and my preſervation ; and, 
once in particular, ſucceeded in his 
generous motive. A Spy, whom 
Hubert had reſtored to liberty upon 
his parole, never to return to the 
enemy, or, in any way whatever, 
aſſiſt them, one winter's morning, 
about two o'clock, had nearly ef- 
fected his villainous intention of 
deſtroying Hubert and me; which 
4 was 


L 2g 1 
was providentially fruſtrated by 
the vigilant attention of Simis, who 
not only ſaved the tent from being 
blown up, but by the aſſiſtance of 


the centry, took the ſpy and ac- 


complice into cuſtody, without the 
knowledge of the army, which, if 
alarmed, might naturally have 
cauſed a general confuſion, and 
rendered an advantageous oppor- 
tunity for the interference of the 
enemy. Did I then diſdain honour 
by adhering to mercy? | 

The melancholy morning came, 
appointed for the burial of Hubert. 
It was cloudy, and tremenduouſly 


boiſterous; — every tree was agi- 
tated 
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tated with the wind, and every eye 
directed towards the late magnani- 
mious Hubert's tent. The ſhrill fife 
re-ecchoed throughout the field; 
the diſmal monotony of the trum- 
pet added ſolemnity to the ſcene 
of forrow - and the ſolemn ſound 
of the muffled drum, imitating a 
paſſing - bell, graced, with affecting 

dignity, the Dead March. 
Eight ſerjeants, of Hubert's regi- 
ment, ſupported the corpſe, and an 
equal number of ſubalterns were 
the pall bearers. The whole corps, 
two by two, joined in the proceſ- 
ſion, and extended too great a diſ- 

tance to be enumerated. | 
5 As 
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As chief mourner, I followed 
the Chaplain, accompanied by Gen. 
B. and Col. 
ficers of diſtinction; of which there 
were not leſs than two hundred 
all friends of Hubert? 
What an intereſting group — 
But the deceaſed was their cho- 


ſen their leader, and their idol. 


, and other of- 


Every feeling remembrance turn- 
ed to tenderneſs, and every ſoldier 
wept—unmanned by mortal fate. 

Though pity is a ſource of com- 
fort, in certain diſtreſſes, yet ta 
pity or regret the interpoſitian of 
Heaven, is an inſult to religion, 
and evidently uſeleſs, not being in 


the power of man to remedy. _ 
The 


26 ] 
The clouds were pregnant with 


ſhowers, and my eyes were ſwoln 
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with tears, which Julian encourag- 


ed, by ſaying, 
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#« Yet let the poor drops weep, 
« Weeping is the eaſe of woe; 
« Softly let them creep, 
Sad that they are vanquiſh'd ſo: 
« They, though to Hubert no relief, 
„% May balſam be for their own grief.“ 
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Indeed I played the woman ;— 
my honeſt heart refuſed the aſſiſt- 
ance of fortitude —ſorrow was my 
only companion. 


But amidſt the general lamenta- 
tion, previous to our arrival at the 
; grave, 


The Poetry in the M. S. was ancient but deſec - 


tive, which is here corrected by the laſt edition et 
Craſhaw. 


(WY 
grave, a diſmal groan was heard 
repeatedly, ſuppoſed to iſſue from 
the coffin, which naturally created 
a general aſtoniſhment. So alarmed 
were the ſerjeants, by whom the 
body was ſupported, that, they 
inſtantly, from fright, let the cof- 


fin fall to the ground; the amaz- 


ing force of which, cauſed the lid 
to fall off, when another wonder 
appeared — Simis himſelf! 

The deception was eſteemed ſuch 


a degradation, that every ſoldier 


pointed his bayonet at the breaſt 


of Simis. — Curioſity blunted the 


arrows of death, and the general 
wiſh ſeemed to be centered in an 
clucidation of the magical myſtery, 


The 
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The ſalubrity of the air ſoon 
reſtored Simis to his ſenſes, from 
his ſtate of ſuffocation; when riſing 
out of the coffin, with all the intre- 
pidity of conſcious rectitude, he 
thus addreſſed himſelf to me.— 

« What my revenge has urged 
% me to commit, I muſt ſuffer for. 
© The hand of juſtice is uplifted 


{* to let fall on me the fatal axe, as 


a reward for the murder of Hu- 


« þert, which is deemed a crime, — 
„ But I was injured — and was re- 
5 venged. 


« The remains of Hubert lie in a 


* ſecret vault, which I have pre- 
* pared theſe three years, in Enyo 


« Field. 


29 ] 

« Field. As a clue to diſcover the 
« 1dentical ſpot, remember nine 
c footſteps, impreſſed on the earth 
« deeply; at the end of which, 
« looſen the ground, when you will 
« find all the wages of my ſervitude, 
and the greatneſs of my injury. 

« This coffin was appropriated 
< for the reception of Hubert, but, 
as ſubmitting to be buried alive 
© might mitigate the apparent ſin, 
e and ſatisfy the kindred of Hubert, 


« I deviſed the ſcheme you have 


« now detected, which Providence 
prevented from being completed. 


« However as your law dictates 


 & death—here ends the life of ho- 


«< neſty and revenge.” 


- 


To 
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To ſave him from eternity was im- 
poſſible; a ſmall dagger which he 
always carried about him, having 
entered his heart, and he died with- 
out a groan. | 
Suicide, in general, may reſult 
from cowardice, but here it con- 
firmed an act of courage; not ori- 
ginating from principles of atheiſm, 
but created by the influence of pure 
religion, which enforced the fatal 
departure; inwardly perſuaded of 
an Omnipotent Supreme, he a- 
venged his own guilt, and died a 
martyr to ſatisfy the world. The 
character of Simis may be ſingular 
and revengeful, but his aim was 


* # 


virtue, 4H 
| A con- 


r 

A conſultation took place, rela- 
tive to the diſcovery of the vault, 
mentioned by Simis, who was buried 
on the ſpot where he died.. It was 
agreed that General B. and a ſelect 
few ſhould accompany me to Enyo 
Field. | 
When we arrived, the nine foot- 
ſteps, after ſome time, we found, and, 
on digging up the ground, as deſir- 
ed, perceived a large ſtone, which 
with difficulty we removed, when 
an opening preſented itſelf, leading 
to a ſubterraneous vault, —It was 
ſo dark as to render our vigilance 
that day of no utility ; the opening 
of the vault being the only viſible 
” con- 


L 1 
confirmation of what Simis had 
inſinuated. However, we returned 
next day, properly attended with 
lights, and entered the vault. 

At the extent of the labyrinth, 
a place was erected, which ſupport- 
ed a coffin, made of clay and turf: 
its contents were the remains of 
Hubert. 

A tear of memento accompanied 
this dreary ſight. 

Under Hubert's head we found 
a ſcarlet bag, and, at his feet, a tin 
box :— the latter contained all the 
wages Simis had received from him, 
and the former, many writings, in 
particular, the following letter ſu- 


perſeribed to me. 
| To *: 


98 
To REUBEN. 


« Paſcal, my brother Slave, was 
* murdered by Hubert, He was 
* ſuſpected to be a ſpy, and diſ- 
« gracefully hanged. Hubert ſign- 
« ed his death warrant, and to Pa. 
ce cal, my dear injured country- 
& man, I ſwore that Hubert ſhould 
« die, and I glory in my revenge.— 
« Yet, as a Maſter, I loved him, 
« and, as a Slave, defended him, 
&« and preſerved his life more than 
« once, While I continued a ſlave, 
« ] ſhould have ſerved and adored 
« him,—But he freed me from 
« ſervitude, and gave me liberty. 


Vol. 1I. D « What, 
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What, if I am a black—have 
J not the ſame feelings as a 
© white ?— Have I not courage? — 
« Am I a ſtranger to heat and cold, 
pain or pleaſure? — 
0 No.— 
« Am I not to have my friend? 
« Yes,—l was free, and performed 
% my duty with exactneſs. I did 
not murder my Maſter or relation. 
„ Hubert was no longer my 
c maſter, But Hubert is happy, 
and I am revenged, — , 


« S1MIS,” 
In the ſubterraneous ſanctuary 


did we let Hubert reſt.— After our 
Chap- 


L 86 ] 
Chaplain had repeated the funeral 
ſervice, the vault was filled up, 
and a Monument erected on the 
Spot, diſtinguiſhed by the follow- 
ing inſcription, written by Julian. 


0 TRSYy 
Warom chance may lead this way, 
Stop for awhile; 


And deign to read a pure InsCx1PTION, 


Sacred to the Mmgmony of | 
GENERAL ci 5+) "os | 
Wh Who merited this laſting MoxuuzNr, | 
\ As a reward for his inceſſant reliance on 
N The Al MIoh⁰r̃ r PrOVIDZNex. 
Add 
To his Piety, many virtues, 
Which endeared him 


Even to his enemies,— 


D 2 For 
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For know, 
He ſupported the character of a 
Sol DI ER, 
In the FEI of BAT TI x, 
With propriety of conduct, 
Honour and perſonal courage, 
Two and FORTY YEARS, 
Stimulated by enthuſiaſm to ſerve his Country, 
Though venerated for his diſpoſition 
And 


| Diſtribution of mercy, 


He was cruelly poiſoned, 
After a glorious victory, 


By his own Servant, 


SIMIs, 
A NzcRro ; who, 
From miſtaken religion and revenge, 
Terminated the life of 
The beſt of Mann 
Honoured in old age, 
And 
Univerſally regretted. 


Sure 


( 1 
Sure thou muſt weep on Hun z «T's ſacred grave, 
When e'en a ſtoic can't from tears refrain 
Tho” this Life's paſt, —his virtues let us ſave, 


And imitate, — to equal rev'rence gain. 


Thus concludes the ſorrowful 
narration; and thus have I learnt 
the folly of anticipation, which, 
the loſs of a Father clearly mani- 
feſts to me, is only © the per- 
fume of a moment, —ſweet, not 


laſting.” 
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A THOUSAND thanks, my 


dear Friend, for your en- 


thuſiaſtic patronage of Caroline. — 


I much regret ſhe could not re- 
's par- 


main with you; Mrs. 

tiality, however, amply compen- 

ſates for the diſappointment. 
You conducted her, you ſay, 


yourſelf, to a relation, who, you | 


know, to be a worthy woman,— 
But why ſeparate my Caroline ſo 
far ſrom your protection? 


LE I- 


L 


LETTRE. . 


Y clandeſtine proceedings, 
you diſapprove of. Indeed 
there was a neceſſity for it.— Har- 
court made another attempt.— 1 
had ſworn to protect Caroline from 
inſult, and I have only fulfilled m 7 
word; beſides I love her. 
Is ſhe not worthy of my love? 
Her mind I have repeatedly de- 
ſcribed ; —her perſonal beauries, 
occular demonſtration muſt have 
convinced you, are the originals 
of thoſe ſeetches that firſt inſpired 
me with the ambition of becoming 
a Rap- 


4 1 
a Raphael; which appellation you 
beſtowed on the artiſt. | 
The elopement has thrown the 
whole family into confuſion. —Har- 
court ſuſpects, but is afraid to in- 
ſinuate, leſt his own villainy might 
tranſpire, and be inveſtigated. 
Mortimer and Mrs. Partlet are 
better friends than ever; they 
are often engaged in very intereſt- 
ing diſcourſes, -and I appear to 
be the cauſe, However, if there 
is any plot, it will not be long 
concealed ; for it is a ſublunary | 
opinion, that ſecrecy and a woman 
are not familiar more than a few 


- Ours 


[4 | 
hours; ſo that I ſhall throw myſelf 
in the way of Mrs. Partlet, to be 
acquainted with the converſation. 


_—— 


LETTER XXXII. 


CCN rANcE is very melan- 
choly and continually weep- 
ing ;—her heart is full of ſorrow.— 
She beckoned me to follow her, 
this morning—I did—She led me 
to her chamber, where, giving 
vent to her grief, by a flood of 
tears, eagerly enquired what I had 
done with Caroline. 
Having ſatisfied Conflance rela- 
tive to my honour, and Caroline's 
ſafety, 


43 
ſafety, ſne informed me that Har- 
court and Mortimer had been con- 
verſing about me, and that ſhe 
overheard her Huſband call me a 
premeditating villain and artful 
ſcoundrel, then tak ing hold of my 
hand, and preſſing it to her lips, 
bade me inſtantly depart, and give 
that kiſs to Caroline, as a memento 
of an affectionate friend. 

At this criſis, whilſt Conſtance 
was bathing my hand with her 
tears, Mortimer and Harcourt ruſh- 
ed in: when the former vociferat- 
ed with a loud voice, that indicat- 
ed the paſſion of inſanity, 1 
am now convinced of her infamy.“ 

| He 
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—He threw himſelf on the floor, 
and beat his breaſt and tore his hair 
with rage, till his paſſion abated; 
when he roſe up ſuddenly, turned 
round to me, called me a baſe 
ſeducer and villainous raſcal, and 
left the room, accompanied by 
Harcourt, who, from the ſerenity 
of his countenance, exulted in his 
heart, 

As a mineral often proves its 
own antidote, did this exceſs of 
miſery unaffect Conſtance ?— ſhe 
Jooked wildly, but appeared to- 
tally inſenſible of any ſorrow, —I 
rang the bell for her ſervant, afraid 
that a fit might ſucceed ſuch an 
8 = un- 
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uncuſtomary ſtupor, and took my 
leave. She again ſeized my hand, 
and wiſhed me and Caroline long 
happy — happy as ſhe muſt be 
wretched, 
and I formerly took my leave. 
What the reſult of this meeting 


may be, Heaven only knows. 


LETTER XXXIIL 


FAY intention was to have ſet 


off this moment to Caroline, 

but the following epiſtle muſt 
' poſtpone my journey for a while. . 
_ 


The ſervant entered, 
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peaſe him. 
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« Sir, 7 
« The ſacred reputation of a 


* wife, and the honour of an huſ- 


* band, are equally ſacred, and 
* cannot be polluted with impu- 
« nity. You, Sir, have ſeduced 
* an innocent woman, betrayed 
“virtue into ſacrilegious adultery, 
e and muſt vindicate your conduct 
te this evening, when I ſhall ex- 
« pet to ſee you at ſeven o'clock, 
in the grove, accompanied by a 
« friend. So 
ö © MORTIMER.” 


I am this inſtant going in queſt 


of Mortimer ;—perhaps I may ap- 


7 + 8 


L J 
LETTER XXXIV. 


HAT to think or how to 
act, I know not. Con- 
ſcious of my own innocence, I 
haſtened ro find Mortimer, but in 
vain. Meet him I muſt, —It would 
be cowardly to refuſe, though J 
ever conſidered the duelliſt as a 


murderer. It is a falſe notion of 


honour. | +554 
What, becauſe one man does 
not value his own exiſtence, has he 
a right to take the life of another ? 
There is no difference between a 
duelliſt and an aſſaſſin. What is 
the 
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L 48 J 
the former's aim? — to ſlay or 
Naughter.—Is he not then an aſ- 


ſaſſin, and culpable of murder ?— 


nay, perhaps, more—of ſuicide |— 
Does he not voluntarily await the 
approach of a piſtol-ball ?—Is he 
not then, conſequently, guilty of 
his own death ?—If this is not 
ſuicide, the laws of God and Man 
are different, Yet, ſo cruel 1s the 


cuſtom of my country, that, I muſt 


be compelled to murder, or be mur- 


:dered |! 


A military character it is with 


pain I now ſupport ;—to ſuſtain 


my former courage and fame, I 
muſt now accept a challenge, or 


have 


[ 49 J 


have my name eraſed from the liſt 


of valients, as a ſoldier, be branded 
with puſillanimity, and treated with 
contempt by every boaſting cow- 
ard. 

I have deliberately conſidered 
and muſt meet Mortimer, —If I fall, 
remember me to Caroline—ſay, in 
my laſt breath, I declared my love; 
but till then, remain ſilent, 

I went in ſearch after Morris, to 
be my ſecond, an acceſſary to mur- 
der! but he was fled with Elixa to 
London, and is purſued by Mrs, 
Parilet. 

I ſhudder to think that an ho- 
nourable character ſhould force me 
vol. 11, E to 
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U 50 
to renounce my religion, and, per- 
haps O England ! where are 
thy virtuous and tranſcendent laws, 
when that Honour which thou 


claim'ſt to defeat enemies and ſup- 
port a Crown, is ſubmitted to pe- 
riſh itſelf, or be deſtroyed by ano- 
ther? Religion ought to cha- 
raterize our laws. If men ate ſo 
prone to vice, religion ſhould be 
adminiſtered to reform what law 
cannot. Ye ſage Legiſlators, ho 
longer permit the Duelliſt to eſcape 
unpuniſhed, as from that ſpring 
flows innumerable miſeries many | 
a worthy man has been aſſaſſinated 
by a villain, an outcaſt, rendering 


a whole 


E 


a whole generation unhappy, and 


all for Honour, which identical 


2Q2—ü— — U 22 a—-— 


It is now near the time appointed, 
and I muft conſent to deface the 
dictates of ſcripture, and make 
a 

The clock is ſtriking ſeven. 


. rn R XXV. 


H E anxiety of mind, and 
painful palpitation of heart, 


that accompanied every ſtep I took : 


5 towards the grove, to attend the 
E 2 bonour- 
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bonourable ſummons, can only be 
conceived; deſcription muſt fail 
in-the likeneſs,. and often remain 
idle for want of proper colours to 
pourtray the genuine reſemblance 
of fluctuating; tortures :—perturba- 
tions, created by a conſciouſneſs 
of irreligion, and the miſery ariſing 
from the fear of ſeparating from 
thoſe we love, no pencil can deli- 
neate - no pen tranſcribe, 
When] arrived at the appointed 
place of execution, my fears ſub- 
ſided. Knowing that I had not, 
in word or deed, injured my friend, 
explanation inſtead of murder en- 
gaged every thought, which I per- 

ſuaded 


E 


ſuaded myſelf, if once took place, 


muſt confirm my integrity, and 
unite divided eſteem. 80 
Mortimer was waiting for me, 
unattended.—I had ſtaid till the 
laſt moment, and forgot to enquire 
after Lord S. who, though ſon in 
law to Mortimer, offered his ſer- 
vices; which at firſt aſtoniſhed me, 
as I thought duelling a crime 'of 
the higheſt magnitude, forgetting 
that example and faſhion had me- 
tamorphoſed it into heroiſm.· - 
On my approaching near to 
Mortimer, he took my hand, and, 
ſhaking it with his uſual familiarity, 
laid, 10 2 ends our friendſhip.— 
1 Now 


erer — 


. — 3 
2 
— F —X—X— ——— 
FR 2 r EE . 
f 1 5 us * ff Sb — *. — - a i L \ x. < % iS os n 


j 
Cl 
U 
\ 
* 
| : 
# 
 #Þ 4 
- Te: | 
= 
i >, 37 
* } . 
1 1 
Pat * 
a 
1 7 
: 3 P_ 2 
4 1 
N "| 
1 * 
* b 1 4 
+4445 $4 
8.57530 
1 1 4 
4 > 
. f 
T8331 4 
„ 
3 
. 
3 $ * 
Fr. 4 
| & +> 
I * * 
Fo » 
8 
þ "1 
y 5 | 
, pe 
12 ? 
1 1 
4 
208 
18 
A 4 
N 
A 4 
Y o 
- . . 
a8 
1. 
1 
We (4 
J 
„ 1. 


re ; a n _—_ 
. Be = 48>... 2 2 SALE 
r — ——— — ä 2 — 
— > n 
. ˙———— 
4 a 2 2 . 3 44 To 1 


—— 
vx: = 
— — 


— — 
——— — 


—— . —Ü—ỹä6 — K — —— per th 


U & Þ 
ce Now prepare to defend yourſelf 
< againſt an inveterate enemy :— 
name your diſtance and take your 
«* ground.” | 

I, in vain, attempted to leſſen * 
paſſionate rage. He was miſled to 
revenge, and repelled every appeal 
to reaſon.— Your Honour,“ reſum- 
ed the Duelliſt, “is now at the 
« teſt; but your courage I muſt 


< much doubt, when you come to 


« ſatisfy an injured man with ſo 
ce effeminate a weapon as the tongue; 
ce which I-ſhall treat with the con- 
© tempt it merits, and compell 
« you to anſwer for the adultery 
and inſult at the ſame time.“ 

* ä I again 
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I again intreated to be heard, but 
nought could appeaſe. 
| * Harcourt,” continued Morti- 
mer, 10 was obliged to attend 2 
* ſimilar call of honour, or would | 
* haye been here; as my ſecond; | 
but I depended on your being | 
© accompanied by a friend, who | 
„might have been mutually ap- 


© proved of to dictate. How- 
< ever, Sir, as we are alone, and 
* you unprovided to defend your- 
e ſelf, take your choice of theſe 
< piſtols, —they are both loaded. 
No refuſal, Sir, leſt I ſhould 
© revenge the baſeneſs of infidelity, 
by ſome raſh action, I deſpiſe 
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« advantage, injuredas Iam. Six 
" paces, Sir. Tou take the firſt 
< fire.” — This I poſitively refuſed ; 
when he peremptorily inſiſted on 
my acquiefence to walking ſix 
paces, and, If I did not chuſe to 
fire firſt, turn round and both fire 
at one inſtant. 

I hefitated, —©* What,” vocife- 
rated Mortimer, * are you not 
* more aſhamed of forfeiting your 
* honour than killing a man? Re- 
„ fuſe a challenge! — conſider the 
& world.” 

I walked fix paces, — Mortimer 
fired the ball grazed my right 
arm, which defended my left 

8 breaſt.— 


1 


breaſt.—He then came up to me, 
wiſhed to have a ſecond charge, 


when J preſented my piſtol to him, 


as one ready loaded: aſtoniſhment 


ſuffuſed his cheeks !—he took it, 
fired it in the air; then warmly 
embraced me, declaring © I had 
i too much valour to be the villain 
_* I appeared—that Conſtance was 


the guilty wretch who beguiled 


© me. Yet, Reuben, the advantage 
„of my abſence and defiling—But 


* depart—or I may again be in- 
e duced to foſter a viper in my 


« boſom, and paſs unreſented my 


*-wite's infamy.“ 
| On 
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On my return from the Field 
of bongar, I ordered Harry to pack 
vp all my chings for departure, 
during which, 1 haye wrote the 
above, that my dear friend may 
no longer be in ſuſpence reſpecting 
the exiſtence of one, whom you 


have often declared is dear to you. 


LETTER XXXVI. 


J AM now on my journey to 

Caroline, and writing in the Inn, 
to avoid being detained from love 
and friendſhip, longer than may 


be neceſſary, wo. 
at 


15 ] 

What a reciprocal ſucceſſion of 
pain and pleaſure have I lately ex- 
perienced! but the latter is ſo 
predominant, at preſent, blended 
with ſuch extravagant expectations, 
that its ſource cannot be obſtructed 
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pated felicity. 
“ Bleſſed is he who has no ex- 
pectations, and he will not be 
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LETTER XXXVI. 
HFHE only companion I have 
met with . hitherto, on my 


Journey, has been Reflection, —poig- 


nantly ſevere ! 


What perpetual pangs of corroſive 


miſery muſt have reſulted from the 
gratification of Mortimer's re- 
venge, the death of a friend, whoſe 


virtues, though reprehended as 


foibles, he extolled and admired ;/ 


and whom he muſt have permanent- 
ly regretted, as an innocent ſacra- 
fice at the ſhrine of credulity. In- 
ternal integrity repelled the influ- 


ence of deſpondency, but could 
not 


* 2 


no eradicate the pain of ſuppoſing 


to offend, where guilt had not cre- 


ated provocation. 


It was well obſerved that © he 


«© who ſteals my purſe, ſteals traſh,” 
when competited by the value of a 
good name,” which is the hap- 
pineſs of this world, and has often 
hurried a man, to ſupport it, into 
the other before his time. 


From the exceſs of revenge has 


Mortimer been blinded—Zarcourt 
not ſuſpecting a repulſe, when vir- 
tue was apparently unprotected, 
avenged his diſappointment, by 
perſuading Mortimer that the de- 
fender of innocence was the defiler 
of his bed; exciting the madneſs 
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[ 62 J 
of jealouſy, which, independent 
of genuine affection, pride will en- 
rage to chaſtiſe, 
| Harcourt's careful abſence, when 
Mortimer and I met, authenticated 
a diffidence in villainy, which, 
though capable 'of the moſt ex- 
tended malevolence, was too feeble 
to withſtand perſonal conviction. 
No. — The anger of Mortimer 


was rouſed, and to quell it he 


did not intend : the violence of 


Mortimer s temper Harcourt made 


himſelf acquainted with, tried its 
extent © from the loweſt note to 


* the top of his compaſs,” then, 
with reſiſtleſs inſinuations, triumph- 


ed 


E 


ed in deceit, and provoked credu- 


lity to revenge. But paſſions, in 


general, are ſo blended with extre- 


mity of vehemence, that prudence 


or duty but aggravate its petu- 


lance, and inflame inſtead of ſoft - 


tening. 

On what an inſtrument did Har- 
court play! — the touch of the 
chords, ran through the whole 


frame of Mortimer; and though 


it ſeldom produced real harmony, 
it was not diſagreeably unmuſical; 


but once vibrated by diſcord, its 


former uniſon can never be reſtored. 


Harcourt well knew that the honour 


of a wife was a ſtring, when pro- 
perly 
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completed. 


1 


-perly touched, would never ceaſe 
jarring: — the note of infamy he 


long ſwelled upon, and encouraged 


the appearance of injury; ſuſpect- 


ing that, previous to the opportu- 
nity of refutation, jealouſy might 
be irritated to murder. This was 


acute ſpeculation into human na- 


ture, calculated with nice judg- 
ment, but Providence interfered, 
and deſtroyed the effect, which ſo 
deſperate a cauſe promiſed being 


L 65 3 
LETTER: "ERNIE 2 


HE villainy of mankind i is 
certainly but little known, 
or not attended to. Poor Theo- 


Pbaſtrus ! how ill are thy aged and 


valuable lucu brations treated, by 
inattention. A perfect knowledge 
of thee, might ſave many from 
being toſſed about by the ſtorm of 
artifice, or wrecked by diflimula- 
tion ; for thy <« CuARAC ERS“ are 
ſtill living, chough drawn ſo long 
ago.—But if men will be deceived 
with their eyes open, thy council 
a uſt be diſdained; for the paſſionate 
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(#3 
and ignorant ever tread on the pre- 
cepts of wiſdom. 

Theſe are reflections at an Inn, 
where I am at preſent, and which 
is but a days journey from Caro- 
line —1 long to ſee her, but that 
you may naturally ſuſpect, andi im- 
part the particulars of a ſtorm, in 
which he muſt be intereſted.— 
Conſtance and Reuben were in it! 
the former will be pitied, and the 
latter condemned. My frequent 
viſits to Conſtance, though innocent, 
was highly imprudent, particularly 
following her to the chamber: it 
was the impulſe of the moment, 
commiſſeration and friendſhip; 

_ which, 
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which, by a malevolent miro 
ſtruction, has completed the miſe= 
- ries of an unfortunate worthy 
woman; entangling the flowers of 
virtue with the evergreen of rue. 

The inceſſant ſorrow Conſtance 
muſt experience, has often tempted 
me to return, and ſympathetically 
partake of thoſe pains I inadver- 
tantly occafioned : but a ſuperior 
attraction, and the fear of increaſ- 
ing the grief I wiſh to diminiſh, 
preponderated that intention, = 
' My next Letter will be from 
—— : another act of imprudence, 
you think, I dare ſay. To ob- 
literate - ſuch a thought, convince 
A F 2 yourſelf 


— — 2 4 _ 4 
> woe Abt — gooey © A 
r i — — hg 
S AA 


3 
— 
— vw eye 


jos Se Ep 
Cabaret wotth-oreh. > 
＋23 N —— 
ä — — — 


— 
— 


—— — — ISSIEI 


E — —— — —— — _— \ 
5 ; * . ˖ — = 3 he 

— 7 = RON A WEE 4 * — — 5 — — = 
c rer — 7 — - 1 — = 
S = — 2 — —.— — EE eoaeRevoerya — — 

— — — - ——.— — — . —— = —— ——— 3 men — 

i WY 

I 

% 


— 
2 ; x 7 
————— e ‚⏑ , r rm , , mm eo 
z 
- 


felicity. 


— 

A 8 

as £54 Geb 64.» 4 —— 
= _ —— —p - — — 

— — — PR 


68 
yourſelf that my purſuit is not ro- 
mantic, for my own happineſs has 
taken flight, which I am endea- 
vouring to overtake in the chace 
of « protecting Caroline from in- 
ſolt.” My future © abſurdities” 
attribute to /elf-intereſt, which will 
doubtleſs eſcape your ſarcaſm, not 
being a ſingular quality. 

'That you may. realize pleaſures, 
ſimilar to thoſe I now, though vain- 
ly, perhaps, promiſe myſelf in a 
ſhort ſpace of time, is my ſincere 
wiſh, as they tend to ſuperlative 
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LETTER XXXIX. 


Y long ſilence you are 
"* «amazed” at !—To amaze 
you has A pa . 45 me ſilent. 


Coralin preſented me laſt Skinny 
with her hand, to accompany the 
gift of her heart; without the. 
former, indiſcretion could not be 
avoided. Cenſure is ſo eaſily ob- 
tained and ſo ſeldom eradicated, 
that, to ſecure Caroline from vil- 
lage ſcandal, reſpecting my aſſi- 
duous conduct and frequent viſits, 
1 conſented to take all future in- 
ſinuation 
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finuation on myſelf :—this was 


s only politexeſs by the bye, as the 
Law compels the huſband to be an- 
ſwerable for his wife. 


As no uncommon occurrence 
graced our marriage, to tranſcribe 
the particulars would be tiring 
your patience with a tedious cere- 
mony, which I thought much too 
long. Julian, my old ſchoolfellow 
and brother ſoldier, whom you 
well know, gave Caroline away; 
though, like a father in reality, he 


did it with reluctance. 


I forgot ta mention, in my laſt, 
that Julian arrived at the Inn, pre- 
vious to my departure, where the 

unex-· 


Lise 11 
unexpected pleaſure of feeing each 
ather was mutual, and foon rekin- 
died a former friendfhip, divided 
by abſence only. My peculiar fen- 
timents, relative to Idependence, 
would not permit me ta paſs. un- 
noticed the indigence of Julian, 
who, fince the commencement of 
peace, had frugally exiſted on 
half-pay, even without incurring 
one debt, or the ſemblance of ad. 
_ verſity, —ſacrificing every fublu- 
nary comfort to appearance. 
 ALievtenant's full payis tobemy 
aniverſary gift to Jullan; which he 
obſtinately rejected for a long while, 
but my humiliation foon taught 
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him a ſimilar diſapprobation of 


pride. To be my companion he 
earneſtly. requeſted—I conſented 
with this proviſo; . © that, when I 


married, he ſhould inſtantly de- 


part,” not that I doubted the 
durability of Coroline's virtue, or 


Julians honour :—it was a whim 


of experimental diſcernment, indi- 
cating that opportunity ſhould 
never intervene for, - even, the 
poſſibility of friendſhip to be 
tranſmigrated into love, as calum- 
nization or envious ſuſpicion, 
might then be eaſily confuted.— 
However that was all theory, Ju; 


Van is ſtill here, and, whilſt he 
tial 5 | | | con- 


F : 


78 ] 
continues to love and improve 
Edward, Caroline's eſteem, and my 
patronage he ſhall enjoy, 


LETTER XL, 
DWARD is grown a fine boy, 
very tall, and calls me Papa,“ 

with a dutiful reſpect. Julian 
teaches him french :—latin and 
engliſh is my employment, and 
Caroline undertakes to inſtill the 
graces—the gigantic expectations 
of a Cheſterfield muſt RE 
enſue, 


; - 


| A dear 
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L * 1 
A debate on education frequent- 
ly: engrofſes our converſation.” Fu- 
lian ſays, „a pot well ſeafaned, 
holds the primitive taſte a long 
while after. Indeed, firſt im- 
preſſions ought carefully to be at- 
tended to, as they are preſerved 
without difficulty, and, in general, 
are ſo deeply rooted, as nat to be 
eraſed by intervening oecurrences. 
Sacrates has often aſſerted, that © by 
nature he was inclined to vices, 
but Philoſophy made him a per- 
s fe& excellent man; and Julian, 


to encourage the inſtillation of 


early precepts, told us the follow- 
ing ſtory, as an incontrovertible 
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proof that education ſtops the cur- 
rent of natural inclination, whe- 
ther prone ta evil or good. 
Education and cuſtom have 
* power not only to change the 
natural inclination of ſame par- 
« ticylar men, but alſo of whole 
countries, which the Hiſtorians 
* of moſt nations authenticates. 
* The Germans, in the days of Ta- 
C citus, had neither Law nor Re- 
“ ligion, knowledge nor form of 
commonwealth, but were led 
* and carried on by the current of 
(„their own inclinations, and as 
_ © their wills were inclined by the 
* influence of the ſuperiors, which 

1 * „ ſtimu. 
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© ſtimulated them to give place 
* to no nation for good inſtitution 
e in all things. To reform the 
«* Lacedemonians, Lycurgus uſed 
this piece of policy he nou- 
% riſhed two whelps, both of one 
« Sire and one Dam, but in a man- 
ener proverbially different; for 
the one he trained up to hunt, 
and the other to lie always in the 
„Kitchen chimney corner, at the 
6& porridge pot. He afterwards 
e called the Lacedemonians into one 
e aſſembly, and ſaid—ye Lacedemo- 
t nians, to the attaining of virtue, 
& education, and induſtry, exerciſe | 
is the moſt eaſy and noble means; 

ein « the 


il 7 1 
the truth of which I ſhall mani- 
« felt by trial. The whelps were 
* then ordered to be brought forth, 
before which a porridge pot and 
„Hare was ſet on the ground, 
* when one ran at the Hare, and 
the other at the pot: the La- 
ce cedemonians not underſtanding the 
*« myſtery, he ſaid, — both of theſe 
helps be of one Sire and one 
„Dam, yet you ſee how education 
ec has altered nature. Let us there- 


« fore, that our flexible nature 


« may not be aſſaulted and pro- 
“ yoked to the acting of any thing 
ce which is not good, endeavour to 
te accuſtom and exerciſe ourſelves 
| cc to 
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to virtue, which will be unto us 
© as another nature; —let us uſe 


* the means of good education and 
inſtruction of wiſdom, whereby 
* our ſouls ſhall be made conque- 
<« rors over unruly paſſions, and 
© our minds moderated in every 
« action.” 

-Edward laughed heartily at the 
Porridge-pot, but I wiſh he under- 
ſtood it. 


LE T- 


1 79 J 
LETTER XII. 


7 OUR conſcientious Epiſtle, 

- reſpecting to the crime of two 

Huſbands,” demands an immediate 
and ſatisfatory reply. I know, 
though I have hitherto, from exceſs 
of happineſs, forgot to inform you, 
that, antecedent to our union, 
Letters were forwarded to Caroline 
from India, with the copy of a 
Will, authenticating the death of 
Lord Vincent, who had bequeathed 

to his injured wife, as an atone- 
ment for his conduct, twelve thou- 
ſand pounds per annum,——Coroline 
pre- 
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preſented the Will to me, ſaying, 


] have long diſclaimed the title 


« of Ladyſpip, and now baniſh it 
% remembrance; for with this 
« gift,” giving me her hand © I 
« forfeit it, and am more content to 
„ be announced the wife of Reuben 
t than the moſt dignified Ducheſs.” 


_ Having thus anſwered your ſe- 


rious enquiry, I will ſtill add to 
the pleaſure of its tendency, | by | 
aſſuring you that every hour I re- 
ceive ſome new teſtimony of Caro- 
line's affection; and, indeed 1 may 
now aſſert that mortal happineſs is 
perfect. O Philoſophy! thy tranquil 
medium is far, very far, exceeded. 
LET. 
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LETTER XLII. 


ICH Es, in every part of the 


globe, enſures reſpect, and 
ſecures attention; its influence is 
equally magnetical in the country 
as in town; and we are conſequent- 
ly looked up to here, by. thoſe 
of leſſer wealth. 

The Curate, his wife, and family, 
are our conſtant viſitors ; — the 
'Squire will ſometimes call in, and 
contribute to the pleaſure of our 
nocturnal Society. After tea, the 
Parſon, whoſe name is Gray, always 
ſtarts ſome argument of erudition, 
2. - for 
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for general inveſtigation and im- 


provement, which he renders va- 
luable and entertaining, by ſup- 
porting his ſubject with maxims 
of wiſdom, and reflections of ex- 
perience. He has a perfect know- 
ledge of the world and human 
nature, and, though ſodiſtant from 
the buſy ſcene of Politics, the Na- 
tion is his favourite topic, which 


he vindicates like a man, for the 


benefit of the multitude and not 
the individual. — © Yes,” he ex- 


claimed, a few evenings ago, after 


à long and ſtrenuous abuſe of par- 
liamentary proſtitution, I know 
« my remarks are unentertaining 
* to 


1.2 


CW] 


to you; but it ought to be the 
« taſk of every one, eſpecially in 
« my profeſſion, to furniſh exerciſes 
“ for the perfection of virtue. — 
« Example has greater influence 
« over the human mind than all 
te the philoſophical reaſoning of 
« Bolingbroke or Hume. A Miniſter | 
« of State is a mere non- entity of 
himſelf: —he is miſled by the 
« reſplendency of power, and im- 
te perceptibly imbibes the inſolence 
te of office, from the flattery of the 
„ million, whom ambition emulate 
«* to implore the notice of a great 
« man, who {miles but on the falſe 
« and ſervile. The privilege; of 

6 2 „opinion 
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opinion a Prime Miniſter is a 


—— 
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ſtranger to, precedence having 
obliterated that glorious liberty, 
when Pride, to prevent a ſudden 


downfall, ſacrificed the freedom 
of ſentiment, by acquieſcing to 


— — er ee rr eo 


be the tool of ſuperior autho- 
rity, and echo to the people 
whatever dictated. Thus has 
example indignified that indivi- 
dual to whom we muſt appeal 
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| j <« for the redreſs of injury; and 
| « whom, by the wholeſale barter 
of his own principles, vends, by 
retail, the freedom and felicity 
« of his country. Can I then ceaſe 


« to condemn the credulity of 
ah Britons q 
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6 Britons, when adverſity is mock- 
<« ed by venal legiſlation, and op- 


* preſſion ſubſtituted for juſtice? 
« Can I then £ 
My dear,” replied Mrs. Gray, 


finding her huſband rather too 
warm, * I am ſurpriſed you will 
“ perſiſt in your madneſs, when 
« you well know that from this 
« violence of paſſion, our preſent 
« retirement enſued. Had you not 
* been ſo obſtinate, I and my 
4 daughters might have outſhone 
« any of our grand neighbours.” 
« *Pſhaw,” ſaid Gray, interrupt- 
ing her, What ſtill talking of 
* grandeur But you are a woman 
« and 
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„and no Philoſopher. It is true, 


“ might have lived in the luxury 
« of plenty, gratified your vanity 
« with a title, and married my 
« daughter to a Lord. — But at 
« what expenſe? Where ſhould I 
« then have found a place of ſafe- 
« ty? My paſſions, which I glory 
“jn, muſt have remained inactive, 


* and miſery enter every avenue 
« of my foul; for I could ſooner 
« endure an impriſonment of the 
« perſon than mind. I have enough 
© to ſupport my family, and keep 


« them from ſtarving, which I 
& thank God for, and if you are 
t not content with the pittance 
N Fal- 


* 4 +, 1 N " 


EE 

<« allotted us, aſk Matilda or Nancy 
6e to read the Bible to you, and 
encourage chriſtian humility, 
© inſtead of pride. Do, my chil- 
« dren, when you get home, read 
the chapter I pointed out this 
oe morning.” 

The Sguire attempted to confute 
Gray, but, from not being in the 
habit of argument, only confound- 
ed himſelf. However, he had cou- 
rage enough to aſſert that, © no 
* dependant man had any buſineſs 
« with politics: which was re- 
joined to by Gray, who ſoon ſilenced 
him, by ſtrength of obſervation, 
and folidity of reaſoning ; but pal- 

liated 
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38 } 
liated the ſeverity of the evident 
mortification, by declaring that he 
had no vote in any Borough, there- 
fore could not expect an indepen- 
dency. 

During the debate Edward left 
the room, and, by the time it was 
concluded, came in again, with the 
large bible, which he took to Ju- 
lian, requeſting him to read the 
chapter the © old gentleman” men- 
tioned. Gray was highly pleaſed at 


ſuch infantine curioſity, and point- 


ed out the ſufferings of Job, which 
Edward promiſed to repeat to him 
without book, very ſoon. 
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LETTER XLIII. 


P patriotic a of 
Gray, merit every encomium 


you have beſtowed; for I think 


he would make as good a Biſhop 


as a Curate | His converſation 
is ever tinted with a peculiar gloom, 
though, at times, enlivened by 
flaſhes of ſatire, If he 1s ſerious, 
Mrs. Gray ſoon changes the diſ- 
courſe, and interrupts him: and 
when ſhe talks, he is ſilent; not 
being converſant, he ſays in, mak. 
« ing pigeon pies, or the intrinſic 
value of china and ſilk gowns,” 
which 


[ 90 } 

which are the darling topics of 
Mrs. Gray, who frequently ſuſ- 
pends an intereſting diſcourſe, by 
interrogating the price of an apron, 
or extolling an ancient tea- pot. 
Matilda, her eldeſt daughter is ſo 
ſtrictly educated, that ſhe appears 
to have very little inclination of 
her own; her mind is cultivated 
by the Father, and the decoration 
of her perſon is ſubmitted to the 
Mother, who adorns her with 
antiquated remnants, fafhionable 
about two centuries ago, If ſhe 
looks at a man, - compariſons of 
virgin delicacy are diſplayed; and 
if ſhe talks, the adage of * folly 
elde may 


UW] 

may be miſtaken for wiſdom, 
« when ſilent,“ is the regular re- 
tort. 


Nancy is by no means a favour- 
ite; conſequently not ſubject to 
equal controul. Her ſenſibility is 
too refined for her ſituation, as the 
political obſtinacy of her Father, 
ignorance of her Mother, and ſin- 
gularity of her ſiſter, muſt often 
bedew her cheek with the tear of 
regret; though ſhe 1s ſilent in com- 
pany, ſhe diſcourſes with Caroline 
freely, who is much attached to 
her; perhaps, from ſympathetical 
principles only,—for ſhe is, indeed, 
very melancholy. —The Squire has 

declared 


E 
declared a paſſion for Nancy, but 
as ſhe is not delighted with the re- 
peated deſcription of hounds and 
horſes, civility is the only return. 

Our preſent viſitors you are now 
introduced to, and though you 
may ſmile at their follies, you 
cannot be diſguſted with their 
vices; for, ſaving the Parſon and 
Nancy, native ignorance“ pre- 
vents their acquaintance with ſuch 
faſhionable qualities. 

I am ſtill happy, in oppoſition 
to your prophecy: — an amiable 
wife, — © Oh, ſhe's the pride and 
« glory of the world | Without her 
Lall the reſt is worthleſs drofs ;” 
a worthy 
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a worthy friend, and chearful com- 


panion ! Have I not cauſe? Your 
preſence could only add to my fe- 
licity. However, if you like the 
company here, I ſhall expect to ſee 
you ſhortly,—to laugh with, or at, 
us. 

P. S. Caroline ſends her reſpects, 
with an inſinuation, that ſne is too 
much indebted to you to talk of 
reward; and Julian his ſincere re- 
gard, with a wiſh to behold, once 
more, his commanding officer — 
and, perhaps, may unexpectedly 
ſurpriſe you. 


LET- 
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LETTER XIIV. 


IRA is fo partial to Caroline, 

that he has already con- 
ſented to Nancy being her compa- 
nion; and never neglects calling 
in, as he returns from morning and 
evening ſervice. His wife and 
Matilda are not permitted to viſit 
us ſo frequently; which aſking him 
the reaſon of, he replied, © Caroline 
e js the only learned woman, I ever 
met with, free from the pedantry 
ee of ſuperior education, and fami- 
& liar with common ſenſe; ſo that 
« ſuch ineſtimable rarities ought 
not 


„ 

% not to be tainted, by the trivial 
% knowledge of roaſting a pig to a 
« turn, or the uſeful art of pickling 
« and preſerving; which is all ſhe 
„ can acquire from my wife. Ma- 
e 7;/aa, poor thing her company 
« 1s more valuable, becauſe ideot- 
«iſm is not contagious, nor can 
e taciturnity increaſe the head- 
6c ach.” 

Gray often talks in this ſatirical 
ſtile, but with ſo much ſolemnity 
as ſometimes to repel the force of 
riſibility. That I might know the 
intrinſic value of what I poſſeſſed, 
he introduced me yeſterday to Mrs. 
 Cowden, a lady of claſſical informa- 
tion, 
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tion, and a reputable authoreſs, 
who reſides in the village. Gray is 
her favourite; his opinion ſhe 
renders ſacred; and according to 
his deciſion is every compoſition 
ambroſia or Eethe. We were no 
ſooner ſeated, and the cuſtomary 
compliments ſubſided, than ſhe 
cemmenced her learned encounter, 
Every obſervation was competited 
by the Cyropædia of Xenophon, 
or the Cortegiano of Cartiglione; 
the living and dead languages were 
repeatedly rehearſed; and critical 
alluſions the only ſatisfaction that 
interrogation could obtain. J was 


not honoured with a direct reply 
| during 


1 

during my whole ſtay. The leaſt 
hint of french or italian, and a 
ſtring of quotations inſtantly.. en- 
| ſues, from Bruyere, Voiture, Rou- 
fleau, Voltaire, Fontenelle, Pe- 
trarch, Taſſo, and Arzoſto, &c. &c. 
which doubtleſs. may evince vaſt 
learning, though but little ſenſe. 
Her dreſs was adapted to her con- 
verſation, and equally diſguſting, 
deſtitute of conformity or con- 
ſiſtency; her knowledge of Phi- 
loſophy, Mathematics, Geography, 
and Aſtronomy could not be 
doubted, but it was unattended 
to, and rendered merely .ſuper- 
ficial, from, however trifltng. it 

ol. 11. "BY may 


«| 


of theperſon, and affectation of 


| glaſs over the deformity of negli- 
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may be thought, the carelefineſs 
the 


Many literary ladies have been 
in the ſame error, ſuppoſing that 
the luſtre of liberal education can 


gence, Thus has an inattention 


to dreſs and a cenſorial vanity, 
precluded the reward of merit, and 


depreſſed with obſcurity inſtead of 

raiſed by the aura popularis: for 
the dictates of conſcious ſuperemi- 
nence will. always depreciate, and 


adeficiency of cleanlineſs annihilate 


reſpect. ; 
The inſtant I returned to Caro- 
| | line, 
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ne, I could not refrain from kiff. 
ing her, and congratulating iy 
ſelf on the advantage of compa- 
riſon. 5 11:83 $6513 


LETTER, XLV. 


PE whom you fo 

affectionately enquired after, 
has not wrote but once ſince the ſe. 
paration,—She is {till a votary of 
ſorrow. Mortimer is not reconciled 
to the myſterious appearanice of the 
chamber tete a tete, but often irrĩ- 
tated, by ſudden paſſion and per- 
ſuaſion, to inſult and revenge. 
H 2 Harcourt 
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Harcourt is his only companion, 
and, when Mortimer is abſent, be- 


| haves to Conſtance with that iden- 


tical familiarity, he endeavoured 
to convict me of,—Complain ſhe 


cannot, Mortimer will not ſuſpect 


his boſom friend, nor believe her. 
I am interrupt 
Cray is waiting for me below, to 
accompany him to Church; in a 
few words, a young couple have 


applied to him to ſecure one of 


the villagers as a witneſs to their 
marriage, being total ſtrangers in 
this part of the world. I am the 


* ho! ſen, and inveſted with the pre- 
ragative of a Father — the bride 


is 
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is to be given away by me. How- 
ever, before I conclude, Caroline 
bid me tranſcribe that ſhe has been 
buſily employed theſe three days, 
working a pair of ruffles, &c. 
which are to be preſented'to you, 
for acceptance, as a memento of 
eſteem. DW. Zo i. Aut 


LETTER XI VI. 


Proven lindy ee 

from mankind, by à reſi- 
dence in this village, the amaze- 
ment of occurrences and ſurpriſe 
of circumſtances, are not denied 


vel [1 me, 
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me. I attended Gray to Church, 
as he requeſted, where the couple 
were waiting for us with ſuſpenſive 
expetation. The features of the 
bride were concealed by a cloſe 
cap and lang hood, her lover ap- 
peared aged and infirm, ſupport- 
ing his tottering weight by the 
help of crutches. After the uſual 
ceremony, the lady thanked me 
for my politeneſs, - and her Huſ- 
band eagerly took my hand and 
hook it heartily z when, with 2 
loud laugh, he exclaimed, © Neu- 
& ven, my honeſt boy, if yau are 
„ inclined to matrimany, ſpeak, 
*and 1 am ready to aſſiſt you in 
| « the 
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« the ſame way.”—The voice 1 
perfectly recollected, and when 


the great coat, crutches, and wig, 


were thrown aſide, I well knew my 
facetious little ſailor again,—Morris 
no longer wiſhed to diguiſe him- 
ſelf; nor did his new-made wife, 
to whom he introduced me, and 
whom I alſo knew; it was my ſor- 
rowful Eliza, who expreſſed as 
much aſtoniſhment at meeting with 
me, as I did raptures at feeing 
ber. en „ 
The deſcription and diſcovery 
poſſeſſed too much unintelligible 


magic for Gray to underſtand. He 


looked at us all with filent wonder, 
_ and 
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Lain 

and appeared to regret his inability 
of explaining the hieroglyphic 
ſcene before him. However, he 
was well ſatisfied when Morris put 
into his hand the golden key of il 
luſtration, nor do I think he trou- 
bled himſelf after about finding 
out the riddle.— Here old Tucker,” 
ſaid Morris, when Gray had wiſhed 
him joy, & take your wages and 
* quit the poop. It is true I am 
« in a diſguiſe, as well as yourſelf, 
but no matter for that; it has 
© anſwered both our ends — you 
* have your fee, and I am mar- 
E ried.“ 
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I inſiſted that Morris and Eliza 
ſhould accompany, me home, where 
I could equally ſurpriſe them, but 
they pleaded an excuſe, though 
with a promiſe of accepting my 
invitation in a day or two:—as they 
ſeemed to be in haſte, about ſome 
intereſting buſineſs, I took my 
leave, without once mentioning the 
name'of Caroline, and they returned 
to the chaiſe, then waiting at the 
door, which was out of ſight in an 
inſtant. | | | 
T have not related the accident 
to Caroline, as I wiſh to render their 
preſence an agreeable ſurpriſe. 


LET- 
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LETTER XI. vII. 


FH E are come, and every 
thing has turned out as I an- 
ticipated. The unexpected meet - 
ing of Za and Caroline, was be- 
yond tranſcription, and would have 


2 forced a tear of joy, even from 


the unbedewed eye of a ſtoic: the 
vigour of ſympathy, congratula- 
tions of gladneſs, and benevolence 
of friendſhip, ſucceeded each other, 
and ultimately ended in a hearty 

welcome and pleaſurable reception. 
| Morris declared he was very 
happy in his voyage, though he 

"5 did 
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did nat know the Iſland he had 
touched upon; but as I was an 
inhabitant, I might explain their 
manners and what he then ſaw—a 
hut full of ſtrangers; which 1 im- 
mediately did, by an introduction 
to Nancy, Julian, and Edward, the 
latter of whom Morris kiſſed, but 
ſoon affronted with. his rough ad- 
miration, as he called him a *pret- 
ty guinea-pig.” 

After dinner a retroſpection, and 
a recital, of paſt occurrences en- 
ſued; the bottle went round con- 
vivially, and, at the requeſt of Co- 
roline, Morris related every circum- 
Nance that happened ſince we laſt 

hoo” _ ſaw 


E 3: 


ſaw each other; and as I have 


hitherto made you acquainted with 
the particulars of Eliza, it may 
not prove unwelcome to reſume 
the ſubject. 5 

The peculiar attention of Morris 
to Eliza, I have ſignified in a for- 


mer letter, which you muſt natu- 
Tally imagine was flattering to her, 
* 


an unfortunate, I may ſay, charity 
girl, who, independent of a real 
attachment, might have been tempt- 
ed to unite herſelf to a man with 


leſs accompliſhments than Morris. 


To be ſure his refinement could 
not enchant; but if he was deficient 
-in that one quality, his truth and 


| good- 
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goodneſs amply compenſated, tor 
every * beauty dwells in them. He 
made known his fortune, and Eliza 
told her misfortunes; they mutu- 
ally loved each other, and, though 
ſhe had been diſtinguiſhed for her 
perfect adherence to the precept of 
virtue, ſhe conſented to be the , 


treſs of Morris, This naturally in- 
. duced 


* This aſſertion, however paradoxical, is by no 
means a new one, nor has it any claim to originality, 
it being almoſt the identical words of Akenſide, 


4646 — for Truth and Good are one, 
« And Beauty dwells in them, and they in her, 
With like participation.“ 


Which to authenticate, he annexes the following 
quotation: Do you imagine,“ ſays Socrates to Ariſ- 
trippus, “that what is good is not beautiful ? have 


you not obſerved that theſe appearances always coin- 
« cide 


 'F 1 
r 
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duced them to elope, purpoſely to 
avoid the reflections of Mrs. Part- 
let, and the conſequent contempt 
of Caroline and Conſtance, which 
ſuch a deviation from innocence, 
though created by exceſs of love, 
juſtly merited. However Morris, 
not aſhamed of his command and 
it 9rize,” as he called Elia, intro- 

duced 


© cide? Virtue, for inſtance, in the ſame reſpe& as 
% to which we call it good, is ever acknowledged to 
&« be beautiful alſo, In the characters of men we 


« always join the two denominations together. The 


« beauty of human bodies corteſponds in like manner 
« with that economy of parts which conſtitutes them 
good, and in every circumſtance of life the ſame 
« object is conſtantly accounted both beautiful and 
« good, inaſmuch as it anſwers the purpoſes for which 


« it was deſigned,” AXenoph, Memorab. Socrat. lib. 


11. cap. 8. 
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duced her to all his relations and 
friends, as his lawful wife, and ſhe 
was countenanced as ſuch, 

Mrs. Partlet knowing that they 
were not actually married, haſtened 
to London after them, with a deter- 
mination to take Eliza away by 
ſome ſtratagem or other, mould her 
eloquent diſſimulative monition 
fail, and ſhe ſoon entrapped the 
fair run-away. In the lobby of one 
of the Theatres, Mrs. Partlet ſaw 
Eliza and Morris, and whilſt the 
latter went to ſee if a coach was 
ready, ſhe, by the aſſiſtance of a 
male friend, forced Eliza out of 
the lobby to the carriage, then 


in 


. ³˙ VB ²˙¹wNB ten an 
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in waiting, when-the coachman had 


orders to drive away as faſt as poſ- 
ſible. Morris returned, and looked 
for Eliza in vain! every boxkeeper 
was interrogated without effect: 
but fortunately deſcribing her dreſs 
to one of the out-conſtables, he 
obtained that information he wiſh- 
ed, the man being the perſon that 
called up Mrs. Partlet's carriage; 
which clue ſor diſcovery had been 
inadvertantly forgotten, or doubt- 
leſs Mrs. Partlet would have bribed 


the conſtable to an inflexible taci- 


turnity. 1 
Eliza arrived at Mrs. Partlet's 


houſe, near Cavendiſh Square, with 


an 


„ 
an aching heart: her only refuge 
was a ſilent confeſſion of paſt er- 
rors, which her oſtentatious moni- 
tor rewarded with inceſſant re- 
proaches of infamy and ingratitude. 
But next morning her revenge ap- 
peared much diminiſhed, and her 
anger tranquilized. Come here, 
child,” ſaid ſhe to EliRZza, affecting 
to ſmile, © ſince what is paſt can- 
e not be recalled, 1 forgive you 
« from my heart, and will endea- 
e your to forget. You know I love 
« you. But to elope with ſuch a 


e yulgar brute as a /ea captain was 


<« ſhocking to a degree. If you had 


© been gallant with a man of faſhion 
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« it might have been pardonable. 
„Indeed, Child, you have no taſte. 
J thought your long reſidence 
« with me would have taught you 
& better than to degrade your dig- 
c nity ſo.— Tes, Eliza, you was a 
beautiful flower, and the pride of 
© nature, —It was a pity you ſhould 
cc have been rifled of your ſweets 
« by a drone that could give you 
“no honey in return. But Pallas 
« and Venus ſeldom model the ſame 
« lump of clay, ſo that the per- 
* fection of one may, in general, 
be contraſted by the deficiency of 
© of the other. However, as your 
«* character is tainted, no time muſt 
4 be- 


FE 
ce be loſt to ſtem the current of 
ce public ſarcaſm.—Sir John „ 


« who accompanied us home laſt 


e night, from the play, is ſtruck 
« with your perſonal charms, and 
eit is in his power to render you 
c independent, when you may be 
e privileged to indulge your pri- 
6 vate partialities, His family and 


* connections are ſuch, that you 


© may, with proper prudence, lead 
* the firſt of our nobility, and be 


& the envy of | the. orand female | 


e ile 52h 
Eliza repeated her love for Mor- 


rig, and declared that, after her 


preſent forfeiture of reputation, ſhe 
TK: > would 
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Mrs, Partlet threatened, the ct 


. 
would ſooner remain his miftre/s 
than be the wife of the moſt exalt- 
ed character; for in the eyes of 


Heaven and Nature ſhe was his 


wife, though a political ceremony 
denied her the appellation. Well, 
ce child,” reſumed Mrs. Partlet, 
e if this is your determination, I 
e cannot patronize ſuch proſtituted 
<« principles, therefore, to-morrow 
& morning you quit London for 
„ever, and ſhall never ſee your 
«yulgar ſeducer more.” 

On the ſucceeding morning 38 : 


was ready at the door early, and 


the neceſſary articles packee 1 up” 


1 
for the journey. — Eliza could not 
refuſe To whom was ſhe to ap- 
peal?— Thus compelled, fortitude 
often induced the ſun to ſhine 
through many a watry cloud. The 
Poſt is waiting; to-morrow you 
ſhall have the ſubject refumed, in 
continuation. Adieu: | 


LETTER XLVIII. 


A FEW days brought Eliza 


and her Argus to the deſtined 
place of viſitation, which was at 
a relation's of Mrs. Partlet, wha 
naturally imagined ſhe then had 
1 ſecured 
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the name of Sir John 
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ſecured both perſon and affection. 


But Elixa, though in a ſolitary part 
of the country, deſtitute of one 


confidante or acquaintance, found 


means to inform Morris how ſhe 


was ſituated and where ſhe reſided. 


Mrs. Parthet often mentioned the 


„ plans 
of ſettlements, &c. but all were 


rejected with equal diſdain, Ano- 


nymous epiſtles were fabricated, 
nay, even the Printers of ſeveral 
London News-papers bribed to 


announce the death of Morris, 


which were purpoſely thrown in 
Eliza's way; though as it hap- 
* they had not the deſired 

effect 


L. 29 J 
effect as an uninterrupted correſ- 
pondence exiſted between them at 
the very period. This ſcheme 
failing —ſeveral coun try gentlemen 
were introduced to Eliza, many 
of whom infulted her diſtreſs; en- 
deavouring to increaſe the guilt of 
the action they at firſt condemned, 
by urging its repitition with the 
weighty arguments of gold. How- 
ever, after a weariſome attendance, 
finding that Eliza's principles were 
as pure as the metal they tempted 
her with, ſhe was given up as loſt 
game. Another ſcheme Mrs. Part- 


Jet had in agitation, in which the 
perhaps might have ſucceeded; it 


was 
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was to have got Eliza on board of 
ſhip, when the Captain would have 
been inveſted with the care of the 
merchandiſe: this Eliza diſcovered 
by liſtening, conſequently prepar- 
ed herſelf for ſuch a voyage. 

'hows - Mrs. Partlet was too 


| aged to > confeſs a poſſeſſion of ro- 


mantic ſentiments, ſhe innately en- 
Joyed them, and would often walk 
of an evening by the ſea ſide, relat- 
ing the Frolics of her juvenile days 


to Eliza, who was apparently re- 


conciled to her ſituation; for ſhe 


_ wiſely argued, that, repining would 


only increaſe the agony of confine 
ment. | 


One 


L 101 J 
One evening in particular, they 
walked much later than uſual, the 


ſerenity of the evening attracted 
their ſtay; the reflection of the 


moon on the dancing waves, beat 
time to the romantic feelings of 
Mrs. Partlet, who, like the lady in 
Comus, appeared riveted by en- 
chantment. She was intoxicated 
with ſentiment, and confeſſed, in an 
ill-fated moment, that e had no 
lover; wiſhing herſelf as young as 
Eliza, that ſne might experience 
that ſuperlative felicity which ever 
reſults from love, though often 


denied to fortune. 
The 


L 1 ] 5 

The noiſe of a diſtant carriage 
alarmed them both; they imagined, 
at firſt, it was a ſudden ſwell of 
the ſea. But what a ſurpriſe ac- 
companied the nearer approach of 
the cauſe !—a chaiſe and Morris in 
it! The ſenſations of Mrs. Part- 
let and Eliza, at that moment, 
formed a perfect contraſt, evidently 
indexed by the countenance z; when 
guilt diſplayed her pallid hue, and 
joy a rapturous bluſh. 

Elixa ran to Morris with open 
arms, who declared ſhe was an ex- 


celent navigator; for ſhe'had told 
him the latitude and longitude of the 
Place, better than any /og-book,. 

He 


1 
He put Eliza into the chaiſe, and 


aſked Mrs. Partlet if he ſhould 


conduct her ſafe home; but ſhe 
remaining ſilent, he went in to 
Eliza, bidding the Poſt- boy to 
purſue his journey and ſtop at his 


peril, Mrs. Partles could endure 


it no longer, but gave vent to 
her long gathering rage, which was 
ſucceeded by violent imprecations. 
She attempted to ſeize hold of 
Eliza at the carriage window ; then 
to ſtop the Poſtillion ; but all her 
endeavours, hollowing and running, 
had no effect; the chaiſe ſoon left 
her far behind, as Morris ſaid, to 
take a romantic walk home.” Afraid 
Wo: of 
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of a purſuit, they ſtopped at the 
next village, and diſguiſed them- 
ſelves in the odd manner I have 
before deſcribed to you, when they 
proceeded onward, and took a dif- 
ferent tract. | 

As Morris loved Eliza, and 
eſteemed her as his wife, he was 
determined that his favorite Frigate 
ſhould no longer be liable to for- 
feiture, and all for want of being 
entered in the church. Though 
Morris declared a poſitive diſlike 
to all kind of ceremony, he readily 


conſented to be married and “ ſtay 
«© jt all out! becauſe that Eliza 
« ſhould hoiſt her own colours, 

- « nor 


E 
nor ſtrike till death deprived 


« her of command, 

Eliza ſtrenuouſly oppoſed the 
union, having already loſt the 
only fortune ſhe had to beſtow, — 
5 have had it,“ anſwered Morris, 
«© and as I ſhall ever enjoy it, I 
ce chuſe a warrant commiſſion, that 
« we may, in future, ſail to our 
“journeys end, with happineſs 
and reſpect.” She, at laſt, con- 
ſented; when the Landlord of the 
Inn, where they had put up, re- 
commended them to Gray, who 
would not marry them without 
another perſon preſent, —I was 
the fortunate individual thought 

of, 


L 6 ] 
of, and the effect you have been 
fully acquainted with. 


I ſincerely requeſt your preſence, 
having an aſſemblage of viſitors 
here, ſo much after your own heart, 
I am exceedingly happy, in my 
preſent collection of virtues, which 
T value as curious exotics; and 


ſhould be ſorry to part from even 


Nancy, whom Bray has inſiſted on 


quitting us, Morris having inſulted 


him.—Adieu, Don't permit this 


long epiſtle to ſuſpend your ſpeedy 


LET- 


L J 
LETTER XLIX. 


AROLINE has received 
another letter from Conſtance. 
| Mortimer's jealouſy increaſes daily; 
he is continually imprecating ven- 
geance againſt me, declaring his 
diſſatisfaction at my puſillanimous 
conduct, when we laſt met. Lords. 
and Charlotte are gone to Paris. 
Harrow repents of his duplicity 
and Aneas paſſion, which, from 
its revolutions and ſordid ambition, 
changed love itlelf into hatred. 
Charlotte did love, like the Car- 
thage queen, but, thanks to the re- 
finement 
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finement of cuſtom, ſhe had for- 
titude ſufficient to deſert the 
wretch, who gloried in her deſ- 
pair. 

The diſpoſition of Mortimer fre- 


quently engages my attention, even 


in the chearful moment. Though 


inconſtant and indifferent to his 


wife, the ſuppoſition of a rival has 
turned his brain: but he is the 


credulous concomitant of Harcourt, 


ſeduced by fallacious argument, and 
injuries that never happened. Self- 


examination allures the ſuſpicion, 


conſcious that he has merited diſ- 


ſimulation, as a retort on the deſer- 


tion of innocence :—thus will man- 
kind 


| L 9 J 
kind torment themſelves. Had the 
precept of Pythagoras been adhered 
to, Mortimer would have been a 
ſtranger to his preſent wretched- 
neſs. © Let not ſleep fall upon 
e thine eyes, till thou haſt thrice 
« reviewed the tranſactions of the 
* paſt day. Where have I turned 
e aſide from rectitude? What 
have I been doing? What have 
« T left undone, which I ought to 
« have done? Begin thus from 
ce the firſt act, and proceed. 

Had theſe interrogations been fa- 
miliar to him, innate integrity muſt 
have endeared him to Conſtance, 
and repelled the undermining of 

VOL, II, K jealouſy 


K } 
jealouſy and ſuſpicion: for moſt 
people judge by their own virtues 
or vices. 
Heaven forbid hun I ſhould ever 
embrace a ſimilar brutality of 


doubt ; no, occular demonſtration 
ought to be the firſt informer. But 
where has my extravagance led 
me ?—It is abſolute ſacrilege ! Ca- 
roline is purity itſelf ! though we 
have two ſouls, we have but one 
mind; nay, but one wiſh—to 
render each other happy. 


LET- 


4 En 


LETTER L. 


YE and Eliza departed 
on Tueſday, Jalian ſtill re- 
mains here, as inſtructor to Ed- 
ward, who, already, poſſeſſes many 
of the peculiar ſenſibilities ſo cha- 
racteriſtic in his Mother, which I 
admire, but am ſorry for; doubt- 
ing whether the exquiſite plea- 
ſures accompanying acuteneſs of 
refinement are adequate to' the ex- 
quiſite pain that is momentarily 
created by a multiplicity of occur- 
rences, which, with a leſs proportion 
of ſenſibility, might have eſcaped 
Fo Sz Rn 
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obſervation. Edward's education 
has lately employed much of our 
time. Locke's ſyſtem I by no means 
approve; for though an intimacy 
with © mechaniſm” may probably 
relax the weary mind after labo- 
rious ſtudy, it muſt degenerate 
real genius, and, moſt likely, ſub- 
ſtitute vulgar opinions for dignity 
of ſentiment. . However, he muſt 
be a great man, that's all. 

Yeſterday was Valentine's day, 
when all the minutiæ of Idalian ce- 
remony was particularly attended 
to; but I do not like the comme- 
moration, as it is a kind of foſter- 

father 
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father to the principles of predeſ- 
bination. Julian received a valen- 
tine, containing the following beau- 


tiful invocation to matrimony, 


64 Is it for fear to wet a widow's eye, 
That thou conſum'ſt thyſelf in ſingle life? 
Ah !—if thou iJue-leſs ſhalt hap to die, 
The world will wail thee, like a matchleſs wife. 
« The world will be thy woidow,*? andflill weep, 
That thou no form of thee haſt left behind; 
When every private widow well may keep, 


By children's eyes, her Huſband's ſhape in mind.“ 


Our curioſities were excited to 
diſcover the writer. Julian gueſs- 
ed and ſuſpected all but the real 
one. On my life, ſaid Ca- 
roline, « Miſs Nancy Gray is the 
0 love- 


C %% 1 


te love-ſick fair! what confirms 


* my ſuſpicion is, the poetry, 


&< which I well remember to have 
<< ſeen among ſome other effuſions 
« of Shakeſpeare : and I am certain, 
the writings of that immortal ge- 
« nius are not familiar to many of 
the village.” Julian ſuddenly 


exclaimed, his face glowing at the 


1 


ſame time with ſatisfaction at the 


diſcovery, « As live, it muſt be 


& Nancy; for F perfectly recollect 
© her repeating a ſpeech out of 


Twelfth Night, the evening 


1 previous to her returning home.“ 


This confeſſion cauſed a general 
laugh againſt Julian, who was 
1-3 tao 
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too much pleaſed with his valentine 
not to join in the merriment, and 
condemn his blindneſs and paſt 
inſenſibility. Thus from little cau- 
ſes may great effects enſue. | 


rn, 


| QUNECA nat cringe 


his perfect knowledge of hu- 
man nature, when he aſſerted that 


« Life is a voyage, in the progreſs 
« of which, we are perpetually 
changing our ſcenes.”--Yeſterday ; 
* floating along the tranquil 

ſtream 
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ſtream of happineſs, and to day 
am thrown into the ocean of miſery, 
where, buffetted by winds and 
waves, I call, but in vain, after 
Hope: her anchor is forced away 
by the ſtorm, and ſhe ſwiftly ſails 
out of ſight, abandoning me, per- 
haps, for ever. 4 

My heart—l only blot the paper 
with my tear 
„ 1 
I can write no more. 


L 4 


LETTER Ei 


3 has, at laſt, opened her 
tremendous volume. On the 
top is written. Eternal diſcord | 
Fury, Revenge, Diſdain, and 
Indignation !“ | 
Reuben is united to everlaſting 
woe. 

A fewevenings ago, when, Ju- 
lian was on a viſit to the Gray fa 
mily, Caroline and Edward, not 
wiſhing to be by themſelves, came 
into my ſtudy, where I was amu- 


ſing myſelf with a greek tranſlation; 
I in- 


[ 38 J 
I inſtantly threw aſide the object 
of employment, and accompanied 
Caroline to the fire, when the mo- 
ment was engaged in domeſtic con- 
verſe; and what added to the en- 
Joyment was, an unuſual flow of 
good ſpirits; Edward was ſit- 
ting on my knee. I took up Pe- 
trarch and read; Edward often in- 
terrupted - me, to explain many 
words he did not underſtand, a 
cuſtom 1 had ever encouraged : 
Caroline reclined her head on my 
ſhoulder and fell aſleep. I conti- 
nued my reading, but not ſo loud. 
She waked, and ſtarting ſuddenly 
from my arms, ran to the farther 
2 end 


L J 
end of the room; her eyes were 
fixed on me with all the wildneſs 


of phrenzy, when ſhe exclaimed, 


[ 


Indeed I am 1anocent.” 


brought her back, and placed 


her in a chair next to me. She 
foon recovered, and informed me 
that her inſanity was the effect of 
a frightful dream, Tell it me, 


Mamma,” ſaid Edward eagerly, 
ſtraining his little eyes to look up 


at her, with his elbows on my 
| knees. 5 
Caroline took hold of my hand, 
and, kiſſing it, thanked Heaven 
that the cauſe. of her palpitations 
was only a dream. Oh, my Reu- 
ben! 
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<« Zen! I thought we were eternally 


00 parted ! that you had quitted me 
for Conſtance, murdered my dear 
child as an offspring of infamy, 
* and forced me to accept of Har- 
te court as my huſband. I ſaw the 


earth convulſed, and Mortimer in 


* a ſhroud, all over blood, point- 
* ing to two coffins, in one of 
ee which he ſtood ; the other was on 
the head of Julian, who, though 
* trembling with the weight, de- 
* clared he would carry it to an 
« aged military veteran, and my 
dear departed mother. I followed 
e him at a diſtance, but, on my 
« nearer approach, the phantom 

x. * diſ- 


L 14 
« diſappeared, Julian threw me 
* from him, and called me a vile 


* woman, when I awoke, declaring 


« my innocence.” Edward cried 
moſt bitterly, and I could have 


kept him company, but afraid of 


affecting Caroline, I forced a laugh, 
aſſerting that dreams were too 


trivial for a ſerious converſation. 


Julian entered ſoon after, and a 


ſpirited argument annihilated the 
melancholy impreſſion. 
The next morning Julian re- 
queſted to depart, ſaying he was 
ſorry that the © malevolence of the 
villagers enforced a ſeparation.” 


He then declared the general report 
was, 
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was, that, he abuſed my friendſhip 
by defiling my bed; and to prove 
it, took a letter out of his pocket, 
ſuperſcribed to Gray, which con- 
tained the accuſation mentioned. 
The hand writing I well knew, and 
could not help thinking Mortimer 
revenge unjuſt and cruel. 

As Julian was reſolute in his 
determination, I reluctantly com- 
plied with his wiſh to leave us. 
« Alas,” ſaid I to him, at the mo- 


ment of departure, you are again 
going to rove round the world, 


e] am confined at home to protect 


« Caroline and her fon; in which 


E office I am completely happy, 


« adoring 


L 143 J 
« adoring both with fervency.” I 
then went to my cabinet, which 
Caroline never looked in, either 
from want of curioſity or having 
2 full confidence in me, and took 
out the identical picture given me 
by General B. after Hubert's death. 
00 Here, Julian, I reſumed, © take 
„this Picture, and when you can 
ec find its reſemblance, fail not to 


6 return to me inſtantly.” He pro- 


miſed, and was about putting it 


in his pocket, when Caroline re- 


queſted to ſee it; — ſhe was ſtruck 
with aſtoniſhment, and gazed on it 
with peculiar admiration ;—full- 

well 
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well did her features * the 
gladneſs of her heart. 

« You have been ill natured, 
«© Reuben,” ſaid Caroline, 6 to ſuſ- 
« pend your knowledge of my Mo- 
&* ther from me ſo long. But from 
% whom did you obtain this pic- 
«© ture?” The interrogation was 
articulated with a faltering voice, 
implying a ſudden recollection of 
horror. 
 « Yes, Caroline, I replied, “this 
4e 1s, indeed, the likeneſs of your 
“Mother, and could I but find 
e her—ſhe would, no doubt, prove 


« ſuch, by congratulating me on 
e my choice, and cheriſhing you, 
| * 
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« as the wife of Reuben. You, Ju- 


& jan, knew my Father well, and, 


ce that, this Picture he conſtantly 
« wore, therefore ſhould you ever 


c diſcover the original, inform me 


of it directly, that I may fly and 


receive the bleſſing of my dear 


* parent and mother.“ 
« Your Mother PP —ſaid Caroline, 


“ jeſt no longer. I am already 


& racked with ſuſpenſe. What 
& mean you? Julian acquainted 
her with the hiſtory of the Pidture: 
—ſhe trembled ! turned pale! and 
left the room. She returned in a 


few moments, agitated with doubt, - 


entreated us to be ſilent, and no 
VOL, II. EL longer 


4 


if, 
A 
F 
12 
14 
th 
+ 
4 
4 
4 
a 
WW 
"1 
by 
5 
* 
Fe. 
þ 
7 
} 
* 


[ 146 ] 
longer mock her fears; then took 
held of Julian's arm and bade him 


attend: © The Father of Render, 


«© you ſay, you know=Look on 
« this,” when ſhe preſented a Pic- 
ture to him.—* Oh! Heavens!“ 
exclaimed Julian after he had look- 
ed on it, ** what myſtery is this ?— 


elt is, indeed, Hubert himſelf! 
my virtuous patron and Reuben's 


* Father.” 

Caroline fainted away; convul- 
ſions ſucceeded the fit, and ſhe was 
conveyed to her bed, where ſhe 
now lies diſtracted and inſane. 
Not a word will ſhe utter: the 
name of Reuben makes her rave, 

and 


© ap] 

and my preſence is not permitted. 
I am involved in' perplexity and 
torment. How Caroline came by 
the miniature of Hubert, I have not 
been able to learn, nor ſhall I 
if ——— I will not tranſcribe 
it. My preſent ſituation forms a 
juſt comparative contraſt of paſt 
felicity, If Caroline was to reco- 
ver, all might, perhaps, be well 
again ;—perhaps ! 


Ls LET- 
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LETTER III. 


EXPERIENCE has convinced 
— me that ſublunary joys are 
fleeting. —I am again a proſelyte 
to the diftates of philoſophy, and, 
though I ſhall not indulge the 
growth of ſorrow, by anticipating 
- misfortunes, an expectancy of hap- 
pineſs I will not again be deceived 
with. — Fortitude and religion I 
am certain muſt immediately repel 
every effort of caſual occurrences 
from leading me to deſpair, and 
indeed but one can really affect me. 
Ca- 


* 


1 


11 

Caroline is much better, and walks 
abroad to day. I have not yet ſeen 
her, though ſo long an abſence has 
created an intermittent fever. But 
what would J not ſuffer for the eaſe 
of Caroline! 

Julian will not leave me, nor 
ever truſt me out of his ſight. He 
watches me with tenderneſs, but 
confounds me by relating ambigu- 
ous ſentences, which I cannot un- 
derſtand, nor he interpret. 

What is human poſſeſſion ?—To 
day rich, and to-morrow poor ! 
Was I not bleſſed with a veſſel. 
laden with the richeſt treaſures on 


earth, embarking to the Iſland of 
| Fe- 
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Felicity, in a proſperous gale, pi- 
loted by Love and mutual ſenti- 
ment? and am I not overtaken by 
a tremendous ſtorm, and thrown 
on the rock of Scylla, from Scylla 
to Charybdis, and from Charybdis 
to Scylla again? 
But lo !—the gloomy clouds are 
breaking! the ſun will once more 
ſhine, and Reuben ſmile on the wreck 
that intercepted his pleaſurable 
Voyage, 
Caroline wiſhes to ſee me!—ſhe is 
waiting for me!—calling on Reuben! 
and Reuben will attend the call. 


LET- 
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LETTER II. 


J YGEIA and Caroline will, I 

am afraid, never be recon» 
ciled. Like the delicate Lily, im- 
pregnated with the oyerpowering 
heat of 2 meridian Sun, did the 
drooping Caroline appear. O that 
the ſimile might ſtill be extended 
and realized! and the dew of Hea- 
ven revive her to hail the morn. 
Impoſſible, She fainted at my pre- 
ſence; a relapſe of inſanity ſucceed- 
ed, and I was again diſappointed. 
Julian ſhook his head in com- 


miſſeration, but appeared conver- 
ſant 


2 were ARA ů—— 
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ſant in that myſtery I ſo eagerly 


wiſhed to be unraveled. I preſſed 
him to repeat what he knew; he 
ſighed and heſitated, though his 


heart was perturbated with the ſtrug- 


ling of ſome important ſecret; but 


he remained ſilent, and woe is ſtill 


allotted to the unfortunate Reuben. 


— — 


LET TN 


Have at laſt, after a long jour- 


ney over a rough path, arrived 
at the goal, where fate pronounced, 
Caroline and Reuben no longer 
« Huſband and Wife, but Brother 
« and Siſter,” - 
— Oh 


1 
Oh cruel Parents! to conceal 


a ſecret of ſuch momentous con- 


ſequence! Caroline's ſpirits were 
_ reſtored : ſhe was then capable of 
any converſation, and, ſubjecting 
the vehemence of her paſſions, con- 
ſented to an interview. 

We met, I ran to embrace her 
with that undeſcribable joy, which 
ſo long a ſeparation urged; but 
Caroline reſolutely forbid me, and 
puſhed me from her, © Yes Reu- 
8 ben,” ſhe ſaid, © to that privi- 
lege is annexed our preſent rigo- 


« rous puniſhment. 
« The conqueſt I thought glo- 
« rious, but its concomitant is dif- 
«© traction. 


L 61] 
ſant in that myſtery I ſo eagerly 
wiſhed to be unraveled. I preſſed 
him to repeat what he knew; he 
ſighed and heſitated, though his 
heart was perturbated with the ſtrug- 
Ting of ſome important ſecret; but 
he remained filent, and woe is ſtil] 
allotted to the unfortunate Reuben. 
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LETTER LV. 


Have at laſt, after a long jour- 

ney over a rough path, arrived 
at the goal, where fate pronounced, 
* Caroline and Reuben no longer 
« Huſband and Wife, but Brother 
« and Siſter.” - 


Oh 


(488 J 


Oh cruel Parents! to conceal 
a ſecret of ſuch momentous con- 
ſequence! Caroline's ſpirits were 
reſtored : ſhe was then capable of 
any converſation, and, ſubjecting 
the vehemence of her paſſions, con- 


ſented to an interview. 


We met, I ran to embrace her 


with that undeſcribable joy, which 
ſo long a ſeparation urged; but 


Caroline reſolutely ' forbid me, and 


puſhed me from her, ©* Yes Reu- 
é ben,” ſhe ſaid, © to that privi- 
é lege is annexed our preſent rigo- 


«© rous puniſhment. 

The conqueſt I thought glo- 

« rjous, but its concomitant is dif- 
e traction, 
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traction. Before we take a final 
* farewell, promiſe to protect my 
« child, my dear Edward. I have 
« deliberately reflected, and the 
only remaining virtue I poſſeſs, 
** compels me to quit you for ever, 
« To-morrow morning I ſhall de- 
<< part, Take this memento, the 
Picture of your Father, which 
<*© was preſented to me by my Mo- 
ee ther, when at St. Benedifine's, 
* the fatal cauſe of reciprocal 
% miſery. Our dreadful error has 
o ceſulted from my dear Parent 
„ changing her name, when Hubert 
left her, which, doubtleſs, was 
—— —— 


* your 


C155 ] 
« your narrative confirms it, He 
ce knew the danger of Battle, and 
« would not pain his child with the 
& regret which muſt naturally ariſe 


< from the loſs of a Parent :—you 
was to be a ſaldier, and a ſtranger 


© to your Mother and Siſter, that 
e affection might not eradicate 
e the noble ſentiments of magna- 
ec nimous courage, nor tempt your 
t ſtay at home, when your country 
« wanted you abroad, | 
The myſterious proviſo con- 


4 tained in the will of my Mother, 


cc manifeſts, without a doubt, that 
« you are my brother ! one third 
© of her bequeathed legacy was to 

be 
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be reſigned, when claimed by 
« any male relation hitherto un- 
heard of, —The ſtability of my 
« Mother's love for Hubert, whom 
“ you call my father, eſtabliſhed 
© 4 firm obedience to his will, and 
« permitted the fatal ſecret to die 
« with her. 

& This Picture is all that I ever 
« knew of Hubert. Take it, and 
* again ſay if it reſembles your 
“ Father.” 

I took it, and declared it to be 
an exact likeneſs of the worthy 
Hubert. 

Enough,“ ſaid Caroline, in a 
deliberate tone, Reuben, adieu. 

| « I have 


157 ] 
« have ſummoned up all my re- 
« ſolution for this interview, and 
10 another will never conſent to.— 
Protect my child, and let this 
i divide an unfortunate and ir- 


e religious union 


I ſolicited in vain. We ſtill. 


% may ſee each other, Caroline, I 


exclaimed. *© Weare innocent of 


ce the crime. Let us bury in obli- 
« yion all the paſt, and, in future, 
e as Brother and Siſfker ——* 

« Never, Reuben, never,” was 
the reply. Caroline ſtruggled to 
depart in haſte, which I prevented; 
but on a promiſe that ſhe would, 
in a few hours, after an endea- 

vour 
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vour to reconcilement, write me 
her determination, I let her go, 
when ſhe again kiſſed me, ſaying, 
Indeed, Reuben, I hope to ſee you 
© once more.“ All my calamities 
are limited to preſent anticipation. 
it In a few hours” Till then I am 
miſerable with reſerve. 


LETTER LVI. 


FJ GOD! portify my heart 
to. ſupport this: and ever 
after I can endure all misfortunes 
without regret. 


e 


139 J 

It is now paſt.—1 am awakened 
from my dream of hope, and the 
bubble is broken. Death muſt 
teach me the wiſdom of fortitude. 
My ſoul is confuſed with palpita- 
tions unknown before, and my 
mind diſtracted at the gloomy hor- 
rors ſurrounding me. 

Oh! that I could once attain 
the precipice ! — every ſorrow 
would ſubſide, Reuben pluhge 
into eternity and - What 
have I ſaid? I repent, and ſub- 
mit with religious patience, to the 


degree of the Omnipotent Supreme, 
when Providence — But is Pro- 
vidence and Suicide acquainted ? 

O Re- 


[ 160 1 
O Reflection -I ſhudder at the 
thought! Caroline lies breathleſs 


on the ground by her own hand, 
preferring /e/f-murder to repen- 
tance | |! 

Gop forgive thee, deluded 
ſhade. Contrition is too late— 
Mercy can only ſave thee! What 
have I loved? Could Caroline be 
my Siſter ? | | 

Suicide! 10111 / 


LET- 


a 


LETTER vt 


THE perpetual ſucceſſion of 
miſery is now exhauſted; 
and as 


_ © Paſſions, like ſeas, will have their ebbs and flows,” 


my rage is tranſmuted to reaſon, 
and my love to hatred. So ſacrile- 
gious an act, as to deface the precept 
of God, deſerves my eternal re- 
venge. Yet I forgive her it muſt 
have reſulted from inſanity. I hope 
it did. But the premeditation is 
too flattering a perſuaſion, 5 15 


VOL, II. M Anx- 
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Anxious to be informed of Ca- 
roline's reſolution, I went to her 
apartment, where I heard her vo- 
ciferate DzarTu! _ 


- 6 Hell trembled at the hideous name, and figh'd 
From all her caves, and back reſounded, DzaTu! 


When I approached the door of 
the chamber, Caroline was writing 
an Epiſtle? which, on my repeated 
threats to force the lock, ſhe left 
unfiniſhed, and diſcharged a Pi/- 
fol! — The door 1 inſtantly broke 
open, but the black act was com- 
pleted, and Svicipe, damned Sui- 
CIDE | perpetrated ! nay more, the 
identical Letter ſhe was employed 


in 


63 ] 
in a few moments before, proved 
it premeditated, as it aimed at vin- 
dication, | 

Caroline write an Eſſay in favour 
of ſelf-murder ! which indeed ſhe 
did with apparent plauſibility of 
argument, rendering ſuicide a vir- 
tue. — Where life is an evil and 
« that evil muſt be diſtributed to 
© mankind, why not, for the hap- 
e pineſs of many, ſacrifice one? — 
« If we are to preſerve life—the 
ce deſtruction of vermin that tor- 
ment us is equally reprehenſible 
ee with ſelf - murder: — Animals, 


< pained and tortured, pity urges 


s us to kill and end their torments. 
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« Mortal life is made ſecure from 
4 ſuch acts of pity, and wiſely ſo, 
e becauſe every aſſaſſin might plead 
te an excuſe for murder. But when 
* mortal life is loaded with miſeries 
© unmoveable — a torment to the 
% exiſtence of others and itſelf— 
« where is the crime of cruſhing 
© miſery ! Conſcience is our Hell, 
« and when that Hell is appeaſed 
« —torment ceaſes, and Suicide no 
<« longer guilt. 

&« To die is our common fate; 
« but thus argued the Maſter of 
« Human Nature, — To die with 
“ lingering anguiſh, is generally 


“ folly,” -:.- >, „ 


This 


1 8 ] 

This was the vindication of Ca- 
roline, the concluſion of which I 
prevented by my unexpected inter- 
ruption. 

What impotent advocates for 
Suicide one particle of reaſon — a 
belief in God muſt clearly confute 
them. Were we privileged to cut 
the thread of our own exiſtence, to 
what utility does Religion tend? 
Patience and penitence will ever 
prove an Aſylum for the oppreſſed 
and guilty; but they who ſeek 
contentment in ſelf- murder, will 
find, too late, their conſciences 
ſtill alive, and their torments 


doubled. 
Every 


L 66 ] 

Every recollection of Caroline 
fires my brain. When I conſider 
her many virtues and this one vice, 
J heſitate to blend them, and de- 
viate from my chriſtian duty by 
foſtering pity for the unfortunate 
Caroline, whom I loved, idolized, 


and But ſhe is no more. 


Yet to recount her virtues is the 
only luxury I have left; but, in- 
deed, it is a melancholy one. 


L 6 } 


LETTER La. 


Hs is fled, but grief 
| is not annihilated, The vice 
I condemned in Caroline I have 
been committing myſelf, How can 
I implore forgiveneſs when I deem- 
ed the crime ſo heinous ? 

I now lie ſtretched on a bed of 
ſorrow, regretting my haſty viru- 
lent conduct. During my confu- 
ſion of miſery, Harcourt brought a 
letter from Mortimer, branding me 
with the appellations of coward 
and raſcal, at the ſame time inſi- 


nuating, that I was a cuckold, and 
Cas 


T 


Caroline had been his Miſtreſs; and 
if I was brave enough to revenge 
it, he was then waiting for me.— 
I followed Harcourt inſtantly. In- 
dignation made me credulous and 
intrepid. I ſaw Mortimer at a diſ- 
tance and haſtened to him, Such 
an injury to the moſt virtuous of 
women, I could not ſubmit to with 
impunity, Without any previous 
ceremony, we took our ground, 
walked the diſtance of five feet, and 
fired, when I fell—to repent of my 
raſhneſs for ever. 

Am I not then guilty of ſuicide ? 
Did I not hazard my life, and con- 


temptuouſly expoſe it to chance ? 
Did 


[ 169 J 
Did I not aim to murder Mortimer? 


But I was the vie- 


Did I not 


tim and exampled dupe of my own 


credulity. Caroline was purity itfelf, 


—ů — 
Since the ball has been extract- 


ed, bodily pains have ſubſided, but 
my mind is ſtill ruminating. 
I much wiſh to ſee you. My life 
is uncertain, the wound may yet 
prove mortal, and I have matters 
of importance to relate. Edward 
I have promiſed to protect, yet 
raſhly ventured into a madman's 
company. Accept the challenge of 


a lunatic l palpable /uicide, 
8 Jam 
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I am weary and ſhall endeavour 
to reſt myſelf a little, but ſhould I 
reſt too long, pray for the ſoul of 


your wicked and miſerable friend, 


2 


— 


LETTER IT. 


— 


T IME is allotted for repent- 
5 ance; — the rays of mercy 
again enliven this manſion of ſor- 
row. The inceſſant grief of Julian, 
and recollection of Caroline, inter- 
rupt my reverential reſignation. — 
Gray has paid me many viſits; he 
is a good man, and frequently prays 
to me. I am reconciled to a future 


ſtate, and ſhall die happy. 
LET- 


1 


LETTER DM 


AM much recovered, but afraid 

of a relapſe. I have encloſed 
you my Will. lt was witneſſed laſt 
night. Edward 1s provided for— 
but you muſt 28 * him. Eliza I 
have remembered with that identi- 
cal annuity I once wiſhed to beſtow. 
As my mind may have been im- 
paired by ſuch a repitition of cala- 
mities, I have conſigned an over- 
plus of three thouſand pounds ta 
your care, to adminiſter that juſtice 
_ adverſity demands, and which 7 


may have forgot, 
LET-» 


1 
TETTEK 


Y reſtoration momentarily 
evinces my paſt abſurd crimes 
and haſty guilt;—but time and an 
upright heart, may eraſe the cor- 
roſive impreſſion, ay 
Harcourt has confeſſed his . 
my: the innocence of Caroline, and 
the innocence of Mortimer. He 
acknowledged himſelf the creator 
of all the miſchief, by miſleading 
Mortimer. Conſtance again ſhone 
with former ſplendour, and her 
virtues again attracted her ſuſpi- 


cious 


1 


cious Huſband, who is ſorry for 


what is paſt, vowing to love his 


wife, and I forgive him. 

Gray is the confeſſor of Harcourt, 
who now lies in the village dan- 
gerouſly ill. — He fell from his 


horſe, and his lite is not expected. 
This diſcovery has lightened my 


| heart.—I am no longer conſidered 
guilty of adultery by Mortimer, — 
but am I not guilty of ſuicide? I 
tremble at the idea, and my ſpirit 


fails me. 


LET- 


( 2a 1 


4-£T TE 1 


IJARCOURT is dead. Morti- 
mer has wrote to me, and 

will be here ſhortly. I was never 
better in ſpirits in all my life; the 
reconciliation has almoſt reſtored 
me. I love Mortimer, and eſteem 
_ Conftance : they are once more hap- 
Þy, and ought I not to rejoice when 
J was the cauſe of their divided 
felicity ? The attention of Julian 
merits more than words can con- 


vey, — If I continue to recover ſo 
rapidly, I ſhall be out in a few 
days. 


LET- 


(. 9s 3 


"EET TER KT 


IFE is again deſirable. Con- 

 fance and Mortimer are arriv- 

ed: they will not quit me till I am 
able to accompany them to ——, 

the ſeat of my primeval bliſs. 


LET- 
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LET TE .. 


I AM perpetually anticipating 

bleſſings, but they evade my 
graſp. Like Tantalus I am puniſh- 
ed with expectation, and Prohi- 
bited to touch the fruit, though 
I ſee it. Vet my painful ſuſpenſe 
is alleviated by the open and in- 
genuous diſpoſition of Mortimer, 
whoſe ſenſibility 1s awakened to 
woe; whoſe heart pants with anx- 


iety, and whoſe life would be joy- 


fully reſigned to preſerve mine. 
What a liberality of benevolence ! 
con- 


[ 77 J 

— Conſtance 1s equally ardent, in her 
kindneſs, which can be compari- 
ſoned only by Julian's fidelity. 

To poſſeſs ſuch real friends en- 
courages me to hope, though my 
life is very dubious; a mortifica- 
tion is talked of, but my preſent 
pain is no ſymptom of it. 


K 


LETTER LXV. 


yar I have done, I may 
lament with deſpondency, 

but cannot recal. What I do— 
conſcious integrity informs me will 
tend to palliate paſt guilt. A 
vol. 11. = tacit 
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tacit ſubmiſſion, and implicit re- 


liance in faith, overpowers raſh- 
' neſs, and diſqualifies me for an 


adherence to the dictates of mad- 
neſs.—No, Caroline, though I might 


make a ſhorter voyage — A ſud- 


den reſtleſſneſs is overcoming me, 
and I can write no more. 


1 8 — . 
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LETTER LXVI. 


CINCE I laſt took up my 


pen, I have been hourly ſink- 


ing into eternity. My laſt epiſtle, 


I well remember, was concluded 
in * as I wiſhed to repoſe my- 
, ſelf; 


E 
ſelf; I did, but was inſane two 


days after it, I am now much 
better, which I heard the Phyſician 
ſay, was owing to the expected 
mortification having took place. 
Hope has left me Vet to quit 
But religion infuſes inſpiration, and 
| philoſophy introduces the fatal ne- 
ceſſity of patience. 


LETTER LXVII. 


68 * LENICAL prognoſtics 1 
ſhall never credit again. My 
mind and heart are reciprocally at 
eaſe; and I ſtill imagine I ſhal! 
once more join the buſy multitude. 
N 2 LET- 


T 140 1 
LETTER LXVII. 


IH E hour of Ifaeuilcol is 

paſt 2 now ſee the dread- 

ful whirlpool ! the wind is up, 
and too powerful for retreat IJ ſee 
the wreck before me, yet cannot 
turn aſide. I have been ſtruggling 
very long, and another wave may 
ſink me for ever. Feeble as I am, 
I can ſwim to Caroline he was my 
wife my ter- 
O God! receive me into thy pre- 
ſence, that I may tell the pitiable 
tale of chance, ſorrow, and miſ- 
fortune, to Hubert. To Caroline 


1 fee her now! Such trium- 
Fees phant 


L 
phant in glorious ſplendour! ſhe 
beckons me—points to the fatal 
Piſtol, and——I u follow - - - 
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LETTER LXIX. 


DROVIDENCE has heard me. 


O impious wretch, that I am, 


- to ſay muſt, What did I dare? 
But Heaven has prevented it. 
Religion 


Lure 


2 22 — on 


— 


— . OY 8 I 
.. SUE cet mommy -\ + om 


TIF 2 


8 r 1 
n — 


I 183 J 
Religion is at my bed-fide—T 


| Kiſs her croſs, and with fervency 
adore gern 


Caroline again calls me. Oh! 
no longer tempt me! enforce a 


tame reſignation to the will of 


God. 

Where am 1 . 

Caroline! and do we at laſt 
meet again. hl!!! 
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M AK F Proſperity wa was ever the infalli- 
* 1 NH ble OO = ane my | 
E Parents would have proba 

REKRA ſhone in a very nds have, 
But ſo blind is Fortune, or rather ſo un- 
fortunate are the Virtuous, that my Fa- 

ther, inſtead of being encouraged by the 
Indulgence, or improved by the Educa- 
tion that his tender Age ſtood in Need 
of, was turned adrift into the World, a 
helpleſs, unknown, Orphan; and had no- 
thing to depend on, but his own daily 


 Labours, which procured him a Gary 5 
Sablätzence. 
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NN Mother, ſtill more diſtreſſed, i m 
PO oſſible, had, in the former Part of herr 
ife, been bred up in that Eaſe and 
Affluence, which, tho' highly ſuitable to 
the Condition fhe was then in, ſtill made 
her more unable to undergo the Miſ- 
fortunes which ſhe afterwards experi- 
enced. It was, perhaps, the Similitude 
of their Circumſtances, that in a manner 
attached them to each other; nor had 
they ever any Reaſon to repent of this 
Union. They bore up under their Ca- 
lamities with a ſurpriſing Chearfulneſs, 
ſeeming altogether inſenſible of their 
own particular Misfortunes, and con- 
cerned only for the Peace and Welfare 
of each other. Thus Patience was, in 
a manner, to me an hereditary Virtue 
and, indeed, I began betimes to look up- 
ON Proſperity without envying it, and 
upon Poverty without dreading it. My 
Deſires are confined, moſt commonly, 
within the Bounds of my Wants, and 
Ability. I fay, moſt commonly: for 
{to my Shame be it ſpoken) I have in 
my Litfe-time, been ſeduced by the falſe 
Luſtre of Ambition; a Failing, which 
I cannot charge my Parents with, even 
in the leaſt Degree. 
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My Father, who was in ſome mea- 
{ure ſenſible of the extreme Importance 
of Education, by the Want of it which 
he felt in himſelf, took care to have 
me inſtructed almoſt as ſoon as I was 
capable of it. Being naturally of a 
ſerious Turn, I conſidered that Appli- 
cation was the only probable Means, 
which could raiſe me above the Obſcu- 
rity of my Birth. I immediately began 
in earneſt, and, in a very ſhort time, 
got the better of the Difficulties which 
obſtruct, and but too often, totally diſ- 
courage young Beginners. Nor was this 
only the Caſe with reſpect to my Studies : 
Fortune began to ſmile upon us. I was 
in my twelfth Year, when an old Uncle 
of my Father's, who was extremely rich, 
died, and left him his fole Heir and 
Executor. My Father immediately left 
off his Buſineſs, which had hitherto been 
our only Support, and retired into the 
Country; where he employed his Time 
in managing his Eſtate, and looking af- 
ter the Affairs of his Family. 

It may eaſily be imagined how re- 
joiced I was at this happy Change; 
which was the more ſurpriſing, as my 
Father had been forbid the old Man's 
Houſe for ſome time; and the more wel- 
0 22 come, 
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come, as it enabled me to continue my Stu- 


dies with more Advantage, and Alacrity. 


After I had ſpent three or four Years 
at the Univerſity, my Parents were de- 
firous that I ſhould fix on the Profeſſion 


J intended to apply myſelf to. They 


had intended for ſome time to place me 


in the Church; yet very kindly aſſured 
me, that they would by no means force my 


Inclinations. I felt no ſort of Reluctance 
in complying with their Deſires, and 
therefore immediately applied myſelf to 
the Study of Divinity. In the mean 
time my indulgent Parents, as well to 
encourage my Induſtry, as to wear 


off that Shyneſs, which, for want of con- 


verſing with the World, I had contracted, 


introduced me into Company: where, 


tho? I was ſcarce fifteen, as much Defe- 


rence was paid to my Opinion, as I could 


reaſonably have expected, had I been ad- 
vanced in Years. Notwithſtanding this, 
I was conſcious to myſelf, of the aukward 
Appearance I made, in Compariſon of 


_ thoſe, who, by a longer Experience of 


Men and Things, had ſtudied thoſe little 
Arts of Pleaſing, which never fail of 
procuring their Poſſeſſors an agreeable Re- 
ception. I therefore determined to imi- 
tate thoſe whom I ſaw the moſt accom- 
pliſhed $ 
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pliſhed ; but ſhould have made a flow 
Progreſs, by reaſon of my natural Baſh- 
fulneſs, had not Love ſtepped into my 
Aſſiſtance, and contributed much to the 
furthering of 'what I never could have 
arrived at without it. 

Among the numerous Acquaintance 
to which my Parents had introduced me, 
there was a Painter, with whom I was 
very intimate, and who, being without 
Children himſelf, had lately taken into 
his Houſe a Niece of about thirteen 
Years of Age. I ſhall not attempt a 
Deſcription of her Perſon, ſince Words 
muſt fall infinitely ſhort of her real Per- 
fections. Let it be ſufficient to ſay, ſhe 
was. an: accompliſhed Beauty. I often 
contrived to be in company with her, 
under pretence of learning to draw of 
her Uncle. In ſhort, I could neither 
think nor ſpeak of any thing elſe. I ſoon 
perceived that I was in love ; and knew 
my own Situation reſembled, too nearly, 
that of Lovers in Romances, to be able 
to deceive myſelf in that Particular. But 
what puzzled me moſt was, in what 
Method I ſhould make known my Paſſion - 
to the Object of my Wiſhes. When 
abſent from her, I was continually plan- 
ning Schemes to bring this about. Yer, 
3 tao? 
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tho' J often hit upon Expedients which I 
determined to have recourſe to, my Re- 
ſolution conſtantly forſook me; and it 
was only by the Language of my Eyes, 
that ſhe had any Opportunity of becom- 
ing acquainted with my Sentiments in 
ber Favour. At laſt, I bethought myſelf 
of a Stratagem that might at once relieve 
my Anxiety, and declare my Love. I 
told her, I would ſhew her a Copy of 
Verſes, compoſed by an ingenious Friend 
of mine, in which were inſerted the Par- 
ticulars of my own Caſe ſo exactly, that 
it was hardly poſſible for her to miſtake 
my Meaning. This Artifice ſucceeded 
to my Wiſhes. She took the Hint; and, 
finding that ſhe was not difpleaſed, I 
ventured to declare what I had hitherto. 
concealed. I became daily more and. 


more enamoured, and conſequently more 


aſſiduous in pleaſing the Object of my. 
Affections. I ſoon perceived that I gain- 
ed ground, and became at length her 
Confident, and, after ſome time, we 
ſeemed to be equally enraptured with 
each other. Thus, whole Months were 
ſpent in all that innocent Satisfaction, 
which ariſes from the Conſciouſneſs of 


Loving, and being Beloved.. | 


My 
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My Parents were now very ſollicitous 
that I ſhould return to the Univerſity to 
finiſn my Studies, and prepare myſelf 
for Entring into Holy Orders. I was 
terribly alarmed at being called upon ſo 
ſuddenly to part from all that I held va- 
luable; and therefore, after having feign- 
ed ſeveral Excuſes for Delay without 
Succeſs, I determined to apply to an Un- 
cle of mine, whoſe Opinion was of great 
Weight with my Father, and to ſet be- 
fore him the great Reluctance I now felt 
to the embracing that Profeſſion. My 
good Uncle, perceiving my utter Aver- 
fion to return, was prevailed upon to in- 
terceed with my Father in my Behalf. 
He was ſoon after as good as his Word; 
and my Parents, who were exceedingly 

fond of me, forbore to inſiſt on what 
they ſaw gave me ſuch Uneaſineſs. 

My fair Friend was not unacquainted 
with the Anxiety I had undergone, on 
the very Surmiſe of being ſeparated. How- 
ever, I concealed from her the Steps I had 
taken, in order to relieve myſelf; acquaint- 
ing her only in general, that I had alter- 
ed my Intentions with Reſpect to enter- 
ing into Orders, She was extremely 
pleaſed at the Sacrifice, which by this 
Means I made her; for I had indeed a 
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Living worth four hundred Pounds a Year 
held for me, of which my Uncle was the 


Patron. A learned Education then being 
of no further Service to me, I began to 


ſtudy thoſe Accompliſhments which are 
requiſite in any one, who would be a 
Man of the World. 

My Father recommended to my Pur- 
ſuit the Study of the Law, which, if not 
ſo agreeable as that of Claſſical Learning, 
has this ſuperior advantage, that it is at- 
tended with conſiderable Profit. Beſides 


which, the Trouble is not ſo great, as it 


may appear at firſt Sight: Since Men who 
are only acquainted with its fundamental 
Principles, but otherwiſe of very ſuperfi- 
cial Knowledge, have taken their De- 
grees, and appeared in the World with: 
the ſame Reputation as others, who, in 
Reality, may know more of the Matter, 
but have not attained the Art of conceal- 
ing their Ignorance. 

I engaged myſelf in different Branches: 
of this Study, in order that I might be 
qualified either for the Exerciſe of my 
Profeſſion, or for a Place; which my 
F riends intended very ſoon to purchaſe 
for me. 
It was always my F vible to ſpy out 


| the weak Side of my Neighbour ; ſo that 


whilſt 
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whilſt I was employed in the fitting my- 
ſelf for the Bar, I was privy to the Tricks 
and Chicaneries which were daily impoſed 
upon the poor Clients. For while power- 
ful Knaves eluded the Force of Juſtice, 
others, who were more unfortunate than 
wicked, were ſacrificed more to the Pique 
of Individuals, than the Rigour of the 
Law. | 
It may eaſily be imagined, that ſuch 
continued Scenes of Roguery, as were 
daily expoſed. to my View, could give 
me no great Liking to a Profeſſion, in 
which the moſt cunning Cheat was re- 
ckoned the ableſt Man; and where Men 
of Merit, whoſe Conſciences kept them 
honeſt, had no Share of a Subliſtence. 
I therefore, immediately determined to 
quit the Study of the Law; and when I 
was quite at a Loſs what to do next, 
Chance threw in my Way what I had 
long deſired. 

As I was going by Greſbam College one 
Day, I ſaw a Door open; and, upon en- 
tering in, J found- one of the Profeſſors, 
reading a Courſe of Natural Philoſophy. 
The clear Manner of his Expreſſion, and 
the happy Fluency of his Speech, charm- _ 
ed me; inſomuch, that I immediately en- 
tered 4 Claſs, nod went thro' his Lec- 

"W's . tures 
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tures very regularly. It was during this 
Time, that my dear Polly Wilſon (for that 
was the Lady's Name) fell ſick. Strong 
Symptoms of the Small-Pox, that inve- 
terate Foe to Beauty, appeared in a very 
ſhort Time. I was exceedingly ſhocked, 
and viſited her as often as I could. In- 
deed, I could have wiſhed to have been al- 
ways at her Bed- ſide. As her Diſtemper: 
grew worſe and worſe every Day, her 
Father, who for ſome Time paſt had liv- 
ed wholly from her, came to his Brother's ;. 
and from that Time I was denied Admit- 
tance to her. She had, no Doubt, de- 
clared the Regard ſhe had for me; and 
it was upon that Account, I imagined, 
they had forbid her ſeeing me. The Di- 
ſeaſe had ſo altered her F eatures, that I 
did not know her. She had ſcarce the 
leaſt Reſemblance remaining of what ſhe 
had formerly been. - She was tall indeed,. 
and genteel ; but her Skin was ſo pitted, 
that her Complexion was entirely loſt. 
Her Face was covered with Scars, and, 
what ſtill added to her Misfortune, ſhe 
had loſt one Eye. 

When I was firſt acquainted with theſe 
ſeveral Particulars, I could ſcarce give 
Credit to them. Being forbid coming to 
her Uncle's, I could not get a Sight of 
Eos | 5 her 
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her there; but having met her one Day 
in the Street, it was ſome Time before I 
recollected her; and, tho' I had been ap- 
prized of her Misfortune, was much 
ſhocked at the Sight, Her Friends took 
the Advantge of my Abſence, to inſinuate, 
that ſhe could now no longer hope to 
pleaſe me. Whether they ſucceeded, or 
no, I cannot tell; but ſhe, in a ſhort Time, 
after diſcarded me, to hinder other Peo- © 
ple, perhaps, from thinking, thather Lo- 
ver and her Beauty forſook her at the 
ſame 7 ime. At leaſt I have ſome Rea- 

for my Suppoſition, For after a Viſit 
which ſhe-had made me at my Father's, 
in Company with her Aunt, ſne brought the 
few Trifles, which Ihad before made her a 


Preſent of, and which ſhe ſhould have 


looked on as Pledges of my Love, and, 
with a contemptuous Air, returned them 
to me, accompanying this Action with 
ſeveral injurious Terms of Reproach, 
2 I never deſerved, at leaſt, from 
er 

After a long Struggle between Love 
and Reſentment, I told her, that if her 
preſent Behaviour proceeded from a Point 
of Conſcience, the Motive was undoubt- 
edly good; but that I ſhould take great 
Care of running into a Zeal, ng . 

ects 
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fects were ſo very pernicious and ungrate- 
ful. Her Aunt was amazed at the Be- 


haviour of her Niece; and tried, but to 


no Purpoſe, to calm her Paſſion. She 
quitted the Room immediately; and 1 


have never ſeen her from that Time to 
this. I heard afterwards, indeed, that ſhe 


went abroad into a Nunnery. 
My Father had lately loſt a very inti- 
mate Friend of his, Lieutenant Saxby, 


who, from being a common Soldier, had 
raiſed himſelf by his Bravery to that 


Rank. - As he had little elſe, beſides his 
Pay, when that ceaſed, his Wide was 

but in very indifferent Circumſtances, - 
eſpecially conſidering ſhe had two Chil- 
dren to take Care of. The Mother ufed 
often to come to our Houſe ; and, as ſhe 
was unable to ſupport the Expence of 
Educating her Children, had defired me 
to take ſome Pains in inſtructing them. 
This J very readily undertook, upon the 
Principle of Charity; and had no other 


End in View, but that of obliging the 


| Widow. 


Mrs. Saxby was turned a fifty, and had 


not then the leaſt Remains of Beauty; 


yet was herſelf perſuaded of the contrary. 


The good Qualities of her Mind, how- 


8 9 the Defects of her Body. 
She 
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. She was loved, and eſteemed by all her 
Acquaintance. She was a faithful F riend, 
a tender Parent, a humane, and gene- 
rous Woman. She always put the beſt 
Interpretations on the Words, and Ac- 
tions of others. Ready to Love, ſlow to 
Anger, and incapable of hating any one. 
Being diffident of her own Abilities, 
which ſhe was conſcious were but ſmall, 
ſhe was too irreſolute to determine any 
thing herſelf ; but conſtantly made 
Choicggf the beſt Advice that was offer- 
In ſhort, ſhe had neither the 
| artie! its, nor the Failings, of her Sex; 
but was in Poſſeſſion of their Virtues: 
The Daughter's Perſon was the very Re- 
verſe of her Mother's. She was not, in- 
deed, ſo regular a Beauty, as Miſs Wil- 
for; but at the Time when I was ac- 
quainted with her, and ſhe was then only 
fourteen, was much more lively. She 
did not want Senſe ;. yet oftentimes be- 
haved like a Coquette. Her Apprehen- 
fionwas ſurpriſingly quick, and her Pene- 
tration far above her Age, If Nature in- 
tended todraw an exact Copy of the Mother 
in the Perſon of the young Man, her Son, 
ſhe ſucceeded moſt admirably. He was 
ſo very much like her, that had they been 
007 the lame A ge, and cloathed alike, it 
| would 
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would have been impoſſible to have di- 
ſtinguiſhed the one from the other. Ne- 
vertheleſs, their Tempers were very diffe- 


rent; but, as young Saxby did not want 


Cunning, his Imperfections were diſco- 
vered by thoſe only, who were much con- 
verſant with him. I reſolved with my- 
ſelf immediately to anſwer Mrs. Saxby's 
Expectations ; and, as this was no diffi- 
cult Matter to do, I ſucceeded very well. 
The old Lady herſelf was ſo very ob- 
bliging, that Gratitude was a ſufficient 


dinary Care of her Children. 


weighed with me moſt of all, wa 55 5 
quiſite Beauty of her Daughter 


in Love, but did all I could to conceal it. 
She perceived it however, and therefore 
it would have been a Folly to deny it any 
longer. I aſſured her, that I ſhould al- 
ways conſider her as my Siſter. She did 
not ſeem to reliſh a Compliment which 
flattered not her Vanity ; and therefore, in 
the Warmth of her Reſentment, taxed 


me with being ungrateful. As this ex- 


ceeded my moſt ſanguine Hopes, I owned 
to her, that fearing I could not draw 
from her a Confeſſion, on which my 
Happineſs ſolely depended, I had made 
Uſe of this Artifice. She ſeemed a little 
| HO con- 
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confuſed- at firſt, from having ſaid too 
much, as ſhe thought. But I ſoon ſa- 
tisfied her Scruples, by aſſuring her, in 
the moiſt ſolemn Manner, that I was ut- 
terly incapable of making an ill Uſe of 
her Kindneſs; and that ſhe ſhould always 
find me as tender, and yet as diſcreet, as 
ſhe could wiſh : a Promiſe, which to ſome, 
perhaps, may ſeem too inconſiderately 
made, and for which my Youth is the 
only allowable Excuſe. 

We ſoon became deeply enamoured of 
each other; and it was then that I was: 
firſt ſenſible of thoſe ſincere Pleaſures, 
which ariſe from the molt pure, and yet 
the molt ardent, Affection. As we were 
both convinced of the Uprightneſs of 
each others Intentions, we did not take 
ſufficient Caution to prevent others from 
being apprized of our Paſſion. Our Pa- 
rents ſoon perceived it, and were terribly. 
alarmed. My Father ſtrictly forbid me 
ever going to Mrs. Saxby's. My Love 
ſtood in no Need of this Prohibition to 
increaſe it any more. But Mrs. Saxby,. 
who had, no doubt, been well inſtructed 
on this Head at my Father's, laid before 
me all the Tenderneſs of a fond Parent; 
the little Likelihood there was of our 
ever coming together ; that I was yet 
00 
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too young to think of Settling in the 
World; and that my Encouraging this 
Paſſion, would be of great Prejudice to 
her Daughter, as it might give her a 
Diſlike to any other Match, that ſhould 
be offered for her Acceptance. She con- 
cluded, by deſiring me to forbear coming 
to her Houſe, or at leaſt to come there 


but ſeldom. 


In vain did Miſs Saxby proteſt to her 
Mother, that ſhe would wait patiently, till T 
was in a Situation to ſupport her credi- 


_ tably ; and that, while I remained un- 


married, ſhe would do ſo too. Mrs. Sax- 
by- could not be prevailed upon; but or- 


dered her to be ſilent, and intreated me 


to leave them to themſelves. I quitted 
the Houſe with great Reluctance; and 
formed a thouſand Projects to ſee her for 
the, future: but all were impracticable. 
Two Days afterwards, I contrived an 
Expedient for the ſeeing her at the Houſe 
of one Mrs. Temple, who was an intimate 
Friend of Miſs Saxby's; and who readily 
conſented to our Meeting there. But, 
not ſatisfied with theſe frequent Inter- 
views, we contrived to-meet often in the 
Park. For, by ſome trifling Preſents: well 
managed, I ſoon gained her Brother over 


to our Intereſt, who, under Pretence of 
tak- 
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taking his Siſter out a walking, uſed to 
conduct her to the appointed Place. 
One Evening, when I was ſure Mrs. 
Saxby was not at Home, I determined to 
ſurpriſe her Daughter with an unexpec- 
ted Viſit, I found Mrs. Temple fitting 
with her. The great Pleaſure we took 
in each other's Company did not ſuffer 
us to reflect, that Mrs. Saxby would ſoon 
return : and, tho' we had ſeveral Times 
been reminded by Mrs. Temple, did not 
take the Alarm, till we heard her com- 
ing up Stairs, lighted by her Son. He 
immediately knew my Voice, and I ſoon 
heard him complain that the Wind had 
put out his Candle. Mrs. Saxby called to 
her Daughter to open the Door. As we 
had but one Candle in the Room, I got 
up, threw down the Table on which it 
ſtood, and ran, and hid myſelf, Miſs 
Saxby opened the Door, and told her Mo- 
ther, that, having riſen from her Chair ſud- 
denly, ſhe had ſtruck her Leg againſt the 
Table; which had thrown it down; and 
put out the Light. Mrs. Saxby was an- 
ry with her Daughter; and, after ſhe 
had called for a Candle ſome Time, 
young Saxby, pretending to be quite out 
of Patience, took the Candle to go and 


light it himſelf, and, leaving. open the 
Door, 
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Door, gave me an Opportunity of eſ- 
caping. But, notwithſtanding all the 
Precautions we took, we were at laſt diſ- 
covered. Mrs. Saxby was apprized of 


it: and yet, ſhe thought it moſt adviſe- 
able to permit my continuing my Viſits. 


It was with this View ſhe ſent for me one 
Day, and told me, ſhe ſhould be very 
glad to ſee me ſometimes, yet deſired I 
would confine the Indulgence granted me 
to the Hours which ſhe ſhould preſcribe. 
I took all the Advantage I could of the 
Time allotted me, and in a little while, 
gained over the Mother to my Intereſt ; 
inſomuch that ſhe ſoon forgot the Re- 
ſtrictions ſhe had before enjoyned. The 
Reader will eaſily imagine I was not very 


forward in reminding her of them. 


From that Time I had the Liberty of 
going in and out when I pleaſed ; neither 
did I make the leaſt ill Uſe of this Indul- 
gence. As we were in a Manner confin- 
ed to the Pleaſure of ſeeing, and loving 
each other, we were contented with aſ- 
ſuring one another, by a thouſand tender 
Endearments, of our mutual Affection. 
Should any of my Readers imagine, 
that the Moderation of my Behaviour in 
theſe Circumſtances was unnatural, or 


unſpirited, let him collect that my Eſteem 


for 
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for Miſs Saxby was equal to my Love; 
that, having, as yet, been but little conver- 
ſant with the World, I had not inclined 
myſelf to any of its pernicious Principles 
and worſe Practices, and, therefore, was 
ſo homely as to imagine, that the Me- 
thod, in which I had been brought up, 


was the fitteſt for a Gentleman, and a 


Man of Honour ; which, if a Prejudice, 
s at leaſt a virtuous one; and, indeed, I 
ſhould have had but a very iH different 
Opinion of my own Integrity, if I could 
have deceived the Mother, in order the 
more eaſily to compaſs the Ruin of the 
Daughter. I know that ſuch Sentiments 
as theſe are exploded by the politer Part 
of Mankind; yet, ſo abſurd am I as to 
imagine, that, however refined their Un- 
derſtandings may be in other Particulars, 
yet, at leaſt, we may venture to affirm, that 
their Diſtinctions, with reſpect to Mora- 
lity, are not very accurate. Beſides, Miſs 
Saxby was a Lady of nice Virtue; and 
therefore, had I failed in my Attempt, 
I ſhould have forfeited her Eſteem, of 
which I was as jealous, as of her Love. 
How often have I, ſince that time, re- 
gretted the Loſs of the happy Moments 
I then enjoyed! Happy, in that the Plea- 
lures they afforded, were not attended with 

that 
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that Remorſe, which is the conſtant Atten- 
dant of vicious Licentiouſneſs, My At- 


fection had all the Delicacy, as well as 


all the Reſpect, peculiar to that Paſſion. 
F need bring no other Proof of this, than 
my Behaviour in the following Inſtance. 

As I had left Mrs. Saxby's one Even- 
ing about eight o'Clock, having before 
told her Daughter, that ſome Family-Af- 
fairs, which required immediate Diſpatch; 
would deprive me of the Pleaſure of ſee- 
ing her for three Days, Mrs. Temple met 
me in the Street, juſt as J had got to my 


own Door, and gave me a Letter from 


Miſs Saxby. I opened it with as much 
Surpriſe as Anxiety, and found it con- 
tained the following Particulars. 


« FT O VE blinds us, my dear Friend; 
oy we mult therefore take more Pre- 
« cautions, with regard to our Meeting, 
&« for the future. Mrs. Barton, whoſe 


* Connexions with your Family you are 


« ſufficiently acquainted with, has, for 
“ ſome time, watched your” Motions. 
I have deſired Mrs. Temple to deliver 
& this into your Hands with all poſſible 
Expedition. As ſoon as you can, ſend 
& me an Anſwer by her. My Mother 
does not ſuſpect my having made * 

| 18 1 * 
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* Piſcovery: for, were ſhe acquainted 

with it, I am perſuaded you would 
< never more ſee 


« Your ſincereſt Friend, 
4 A. Saxay.” 


Mrs. Temple, after I had deſired her to 
walk in, acquainted me, that Miſs Sax- 
by's Fears were but too juſt ; for ſhe had 
found Mrs. Barton, that very Evening, 
liſtening at her Door, and ſaw her after- 
wards dogging me Home; from whence 
ſhe returned to her own Lodgings. She 
aſſured me, that the Deſire ſhe had of 
doing me all the Service that lay in her 
Power, was the only Motive of her pre- 
ſent Coming; that I might have as much 
Time as poſſible, to concert what I was to 
do for the future. That, knowing where 
I lived, ſhe had made Choice of ſo late 
an Hour, as well that ſhe might be ſure 
of finding me at Home, as to avoid all 
uncharitable Conſtructions that might be 
put upon her Behaviour. Tho' ſhe had 
no Friends that lived near her, and was 
wholly independent, yet ſhe had taken 
the Precaution of amuſing her Landlady, 


with an Excuſe, that ſhe was ſent for to a 
ſick 
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ſick Friend; that, under this Pretence, ſe 
had been conducted thither by one, who 
was teazing her all the Way with Entrea- 
ties, not to let her Complaiſance to her 
Friend carry her ſo far as to endanger her 

own Health. Mrs. Temple was a Woman of 
great outward Decency ; and this was the 
Light ſhe was fond of appearing in to 
every Body. Thus ſhe bluſhed whenever 
ſhe was ſpoken to by a Man ; and could 
even raiſe an artificial Vermilion on her 
Cheeks, upon the bare Mention of any 
Man's Name, tho' abſent. I at firſt 
thought her the moſt reſerved Woman I 
had ever met with ; but Time convinced 
me of my Miſtake. I could often per- 
ceive her looking on me with a Stedfaſt- 
neſs, which was a little inconſiſtent with 
the Prudence above mentioned ; and 
which, young as I was then, I concluded 
could only proceed from the particular 
Regard ſhe had for me; ſince, whenever 
we were not alone, ſhe relapſed into her 
former Starchneſs. | 

I was ſo alarmed at the Contents of 

the Letter which I had juſt received, that 
I had not Preſence of Mind enough to 
offer a Seat to Mrs. Temple; but, as ſoon 
as ſhe had ended her Detail, I imme- 
diately recollected myſelf, and begged her 

Pardon for the Omiſflion, As 
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As my Father's Houſe, which he had 
lately taken in London, was exceedingly 
finall, I lay up in the Garret, which was 
but indifferently furniſhed, my whole 
Stock conſiſting of one Chair, and a 
Trunk. Having offered her the one, I 
ſeated myſelf on the other. But ſhe, 
being unwilling I ſhould fit ſo uneaſily, 
drew me towards the Bed, on the Side 
of which ſhe made me fit down, and 
placed herſelf juſt by me. She gradu- 

ally threw off her uſual Reſerve ; and be- 
gan to comfort me under my Misfor- 
tunes; the Mentioning of which ſhe ac- 
companied with very endearing Expreſ- 
ſions, perſuading me to comply, in Ap- 
pearance at leaſt, with the Injunctions of 
my Friends, and to diſcontinue my Vi- 
fits to Miſs Saxby, for ſome Time, if I 
could not bring myſelf wholly to drop her 
Acquaintance. She owned, indeed, that 
the Object of my Affections was a Perſon 
of great Accompliſhments ; but added, 
that I might meet with fewer Difficulties, 
if I made any Advances to others, who 
would return my Paſſion with equal 
Warmth : that Love had given me a 
Gravity which was ridiculous and unſuit- 
able for one of my Age. She farther in- 
ſinuated, that I ſhould make the beſt Ad- 
| vantage 
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vantage I could of the preſent Time; 
which, if I ſuffered it to paſs. by unim- 
proved, I ſhould moſt certainly, hereafter, 
regret the Loſs of. Adding, that there 
were many People, who, tho' not ſo hand- 
ſom, were yet much more agreeable 
than Miſs Saxby. 

Her Diſcourſe left me no Room to 
doubt of the Place I held in her Eſteem. 
Indeed, her Behviour for ſome Time 
paſt, had given me ſome Suſpicion of 
What, now in Reality, proved to be true; 
ſo that, had I been willing to have diſbe- 
lieved it, the amorous Looks, which 
were continually glanced from her Eyes, 
would have put the Matter beyond all 
Poſſibility of Diſpute. 

In a very few Days after, I met Miſs 
Saxby at Mrs. Temple's, who ſaid every 
thing ſhe could think of to perſuade us, 
that we had been alarmed without any 
Reaſon. She aſſured us that Mrs. Bar- 
ton uſed often to come to a Woman 
whom ſhe employed to work for her, and 
who lodged over the Room which was 
the Place of our Rendezvous : that ſhe 
was but juſt come from her, when we 
met her on the Landing-Place, and that 
ſome Accident might poſſibly have occa- 

WT! +. ſioned 
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ſioned her Stopping juſt before our 
Door. 
Miſs Saxby adviſed me nommen to 
make my Viſits to her for the Future 
later in the Evening; that her Friend's 
Reputation might not be expoſed to the 
Slander of the Neighbourhood. A per- 


nicious Piece of Advice, which we fol- 


lowed too exactly. Young People are 
eaſily deceived. What Mrs. Temple had 
juſt ſaid, was what we moſt earneſtly 
wiſhed to be true ; and therefore ſhe found 
it no difficult Matter to perſuade us that 
it was ſo, We grew more chearful in 
Proportion as we gave Credit to what ſhe 
had advanced. In ſhort, I became at 
length quite ſatisfied with the Account 
ſhe had given me, and truſted to her to 
acquaint me with Mrs. Barton's Behaviour 


from Time to Time, and went to ſee 


Miſs Sax4y only in the Evening. For 


this Purpoſe I was obliged to frame ſeve- 


ral Excuſes, for not being at Home. 
Such as, that my Father ſupped too late 
that my Health obliged me to ſup early; 


or that ſome Friends were waiting for 


me at a neighbouring Coffee Houſe. All 

theſe went T 

Gentleman; who, had he ſuſpected the 

true Reaſon, would have been much in 
C the 


— 
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own very well with the old 
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the Wrong to have ſhewn the leaſt Mark 
of Diſtruſt before me. Beſides, as I have 
Above mentioned, I had never made an 
ill Uſe of the Indulgence that had been 
granted me. They were acquainted with 
all my Friends, who ſooner or later were 
appriſed of every Particular of my Be- 
haviour. 

I had gone on in this Manner for about 
eight or ten Days, paying regular Vi- 
ſits every Evening to Miſs Saxby, and re- 
turning home to my Lodgings without 
the leaſt Diſturbance or Diſcovery, when 
I took it into my Head one Night to en- 
tertain her and the reſt of her Family 
with a Supper. I engaged young Sandy 
in my Intereſt, and we played together 
in the Evening. I loſt to him conſide- 
rably. He kept me very late, under Pre- 
tence that he was unwilling to go off 
when he had won ſo much. In ſhort, 
Supper was ſerved up, and the Whole 
was conducted with ſurpriſing Chearful- 
neſs. In agreeable Company Timequick- 
y ſlips away. It grew very late before 
we had ſo much as thought of retiring. 
I was too well pleaſed with this favour- 
able Circumſtance, not to make the moſt 
of it that I could. I propoſed lying in 
young Saxby's Room, and continuing 
ales there 
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there till the next Night, when I intend- 
ed taking a Friend of mine with me to 
my Father's; who was to tell him, that 
we were juſt arrived from his little Villa, 
where we uſed frequently to ſpend a Day 
or two. My Scheme was laid, and I was 
very happy in the Thoughts of i it, when 
all of a ſudden, we heard a very loud 
Rap at the Door ; which was ſucceeded 
by a hoarſe Voice, declaring that if we 
did not immediately open the Door, it 
ſhould be broke open. Accordingly the 
Door was opened; and a Conſtab ble at- 
tended by two or three Watchmen, 
ruſhed in. I immediately concluded that 
this was my Father's Doing. It put us 
into the utmoſt Confuſion. Being ſhock- 
ed at the very Thought of Miſs Saxby's 
_ expoſed tothe Scandal of the Neigh- 

rhood, I propoſed the moſt violent, 
= con Ms che moſt ineffectual Me- 
thods 22 Safety. At laſt, finding it 
impoſſible to — I thought the beſt 
Thing 1 could do was, to endeavour to. 
eſcape the Search of thoſe who were ſent 
after me. A thouſand Projects ruſhed 
into my Mind at once, and diſappeared 
almoſt at the ſame Inſtant, as being ut- 
terly impracticable. At length I reſolv- 
ed to jump out of the Window of a Clo- 


C 2 ſet, 
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ſet, which looked into a Court- yard, 


where I could eaſily hide myſelf. Iran 


immediately to the Cloſet; but when I 
came to ſee the Height, I mne it too 
dangerous an Undertaking; beſides, had 
I ſucceeded, I could not ave got out of 
the Yard, without calling ſomebody to 
my Aſſiſtance. 1 luckily recollected, that 
at that Time the Tiling of the Houſe was 
repairing, and perceived at a little Diſ- 
tance from me a Ladder, that the Brick- 
layers had left there. Overjoyed at this 
Diſcovery, I had now nothing to inter- 
rupt me. 


out the Candles and retire. 

The Conſtable, who was the only Man 
that knew upon what Errand he was ſent, 
and had been too well inſtructed in the 
Situation of the Place to fear my Slipping 
thro' his Hands, had told the Landlord, 
that he was come to make a ſtrict Search 
all over his Houſe. The Landlord ima- 
gined he was come to look for run Goods, 


and began opening the ſeveral] Drawers 


and Preſſes which he had upon the firſt 
Floor, aſſuring him all the While, that 
he was not atraid of ſtanding the moſt 
ſtrict Examination. The Conſtable ſuf- 


fered him to continue in his Miſtake, and 
* 


I immediately deſired them to 
lock me into the Cloſet, and to put 


FTa ux HAPPTNIS«. 29 
pretended to ſearch, tho' he did it very 
ſuperficially, When he came up two 


Pair of Stairs, young Sexby, after having 
made him wait ſome Time, opened the 


Door, rubbing his Eyes, and grumbling 
that he had been waked out of his Sleep. 


Mrs. Saxby, and her Daughter, who lay 
on the ſame Floor, pretended, that they 


were but juſt awake, and. beſought the 


Conſtable, that he would let them put 
on their Cloaths, before he came into the 
Room. He ſearched every Hole and 
Corner throughout the three Apartments, 
and even made them unitop a Chimney, 
which had been blocked up for ſome 
Time; and imagining that I lay ſome- 
where concealed, he ſearched the Hay 
Loft. He then came up Stairs, and re- 
newed his Search ; but to as little Pur- 
poſe as before. At laſt, he retired in 


great Confuſion, making, many Apolo- 


gies for the Diſturbance he had given 
them, excuſing himſelf on Account cf 


the Warrant, which had been granted him 


by the Lord chief Juſtice, and of the falſe 
Information, which had been given. All 
which Circumſtances I did not come to 
the Knowledge of, till a long Time af- 
ter. It was very fortunate that I did 


not purſue the Scheme, which I at firſt 
7 C 3 intended, 
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intended, for, as ſoon as I was on the 
Roof, I recolle&ed, that the Conſtable 
might poſſibly have traced me by the 
Ladder, and from thence have conjec- 
tured where I was. It was for this Rea- 
ſon, that I drew the Ladder up aſter me, 
and letting it down gently on the other 
Side of the Houſe, I propoſed deſcend- 
ing by it into a neighbouring Street. 
But here a freſh Difficulty ſtarted. The 
Ladder was much too ſhort, and would 
only reach to the firſt Story, I had gone 
too far to be able to go back again. I 
therefore dropped, as gently as I could, 
from the Ledge of the one Pair of Stairs 
Window, and found myſelf in the Street, 
ſafe and found, I could not however 
drop ſo 7 but that I drew the At- 
tention of a Citizen, who, unluckily for 
me, was ſmoaking at his Window, and 
ſaw me get up, and run away. This. 
made him cry out immediately Stop 
Thief; upon which the Watchmen pur- 
ſued me. I had ſcarce recovered my Fall, 
and therefore could make no great Speed; 
and ſhould have infallibly been overta- 
ken, had not I ſeen a Coach, in which 
were two Gentleman and a Lady, ap- 
proaching towards me. I immediately 
addreſſed myſelf to the eldeſt Gentleman l 
5 8 | ang 
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and told him, that unleſs he afforded me 
his Protection, I was undone : For I had 
been engaged in a Duel, and ſeveral 
People were in Purſuit of me. The old 
Gentleman immediately ordered the 
Coach to ſtop, opened the Door, and 
placed me by his Side; then bid the 


Coachman drive on. Afterwards, turn- 


ing himſelf towards me, he took me in 
his Arms, and ſaid; what is the Mat- 


ter, my dear Friend? I pretended to him 


that I had fought a Duel, and having 


wounded my Man, was obliged to fly for 


it. I then deſired to know, to whom I 


was indebted for the preſent Favour? 


What, do you not know, replied the 
young Gentleman, Lord M----'s Son, 
your old School-Fellow ? I have often- 


times entertained our Family with a Re- 


cital of the Tricks you uſed to play our 
Maſter. We are juſt come from Sir 
Charles Roberts's, whoſe Son you muſt 
remember very well. Nay, we were talk- 
ing of you this very Evening. I am ex- 
tremely glad, that Fortune has put it in 
my Power to be of Service to you; and 
to renew our old Acquaintance. I im- 
mediately recollected him, and returned 
him a thouſand Thanks for his Civility. 
Nevertheleſs, as my Purſuers were not 

„ above 


, 
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above a hundred Yards behind, when I 
luckily met theCoach, they ſaw meſtop it, 
and go in: But, notwithſtanding they con- 
tinued their Purſuit, Lord M----'s Equi- 
page deceived them, ſo that we paſſed 
thro* the midſt of them without any Op- 


poſition. For, indeed, how could it be 


to the Coach ; but how could they tell 
which of the three, within, was the Per- 
fon ? I was as well dreſſed as either of the 


venturetheInſulting of People of Faſhion, 
which, the Number of the Attendants 
ſufficiently declared the Owners to be, 
upon no better Grounds, than the idle 
Surmiſes of a Tradeſman. _ 
While I ſtaid in the Coach, Lord M 
put ſeveral Queſtions to me, all which I 
anſwered very pertinently, and without 


very well ſatisfied, and made me ſeveral 
Compliments on the Extent of my Ac- 
quaintance, politely deſiring me not to 
be ſuch a Stranger for the Future at his, 
Houſe. I accordingly promiſed that I 
would do myſelf the Pleaſure of waiting 
on him; and by this Time, we were ar- 
rived at, his Houſe. My Lord inſiſted, 
on my lying there all Night. I begged 


Leave 


otherwiſe ? "They had ſeen a Man get in- 


other two; and they had no Mind to 


the leaſt Heſitation. My Lord ſeemed. 
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Leave to be excuſed, being too well 

leaſed with my own Dexterity, in hav- 
ing eluded the Search that was made af- 
ter me, not to take a Kind of malicious 
Pleaſure in the Confuſion, that my Ab- 
ſence would cauſe at Home. Under Pre- 
tence that it was very dark, my Lord 
would have me attended by a Couple of 
Servants; which kind Offer I accepted 
of, the rather, as I knew it would be a 
Means of increaſing, than preventing my 
Family's Diſtreſs. I found the Door 
open, and having ordered the Servants 
to go in before me, went up one Pair of 
Stairs, I can but very imperfectly de- 


ſcribe the different Effects which my ſud- 


den Appearance had on each particular 


Perſon. I found a great Number of my 
Friends and Relations gathered together, 
debating on what was moſt proper to be 
done in this Affair. Mrs. Barton was 
pleading in my Favour: At leaſt, what 
made me imagine ſo, was, her ſeeming 
extremely pleaſed at my being come, and 
her dropping. ſome favourable Exprel- 
lions; as in particular; Did not I tell 
you,, we ſhould ſee him ſoon ? My Mo- 
ther. was. wiping her Eyes. My Siſter, 
tho” very young, was almoſt drowned in 
Tears. The Reſt of the Company leemed 


5 more 
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more or leſs affecred, in Proportion 
to their Regard for me, and my Parents. 
We thought we had loſt you, Sir, ſaid 
my Father, you come in very late, in- 
deed. Does my Supping out with a 
Friend, faid I, give you ſo much Unea- 
ſineſs? This is the firſt Time that you 
ever ſhewed any Diſlike to any Thing of 
that Kind, For had you done it before, 
I ſhould have paid a very ſtrift Obedience 
to your Commands. Beſides, theſe At- 
tendants may fatisfy you with Regard to 
the Place and Company in which I have 
been. Indeed, my Lord M— would 
fain have had me ſtay all Night, but I 
was determined to come Home, that I. 
might avoid giving you any Concern. 
Having ſaid this, I immediately diſmiſſed: 
my Lord's Servants, and went up to Bed; 
where I was ſcarce got, before the Coun- 
cil broke up, and I heard our Street- 
Door locked. | 
It was late the next Morning before I 
got up. As ſoon as I was dreſſed, I went 
immediately to Lord M—'s, who con- 
ducted me into his Lady's Apartment. 
I returned them Thanks for their oblig- 
ing Behaviour the Night before ; and de- 
fired, that I might be permitted to wait 
on them ſometimes. My Lord deſired, 


uſual Proteſtations o 
theſe to a Perſon whom I could depend. 
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J would often make Uſe of the In- 
vitation they had given me. I promiſed 


I would; and kept to my Word ſo well, 


that, for ſome Time after, I was almoſt 
continually with him. As ſoon as I had 
finiſhed my Viſit, I determined to en- 
quire what was become of Miſs Saxby. I 
went therefore to Mrs. Temples, but ſhe 
was not at Home. I called once or 
twice the ſame Day, but to as little Pur- 
poſe. I was grieved at this Diſappoint- 
ment, becauſe it was upon her that I chiefly 
depended. I did not dare to go near Mrs. 
Saxby's, for Fear of feeling the Effects of 
her Reſentment. I therefore wrote a 
Couple of Letters: one to the Mother, 
in which I made ſeveral Apologies for my 
Behaviour, acquainted her with the. Suc- 


_ ceſs of my Eſcape, and deſired ſhe would 


let me hear from her very ſoon. The 
other was to be delivered privately to her 
Daughter; in which I told her how ex- 
tremely ſorry I was at being deprived of 
the Pleaſure of. ſeeing her, and made the 

5 Conſtancy. I gave 


on. But you may judge of my Surpriſe, 
when I ſaw the Bearer return immedia- 


tely, with an Information, that nobody 


could be found where Mrs, Saxby lately 
| C 6 lodged ! 
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lodged ! The Landlord had told him, he 


ſaid, that the Mother and Daughter, ac- 


companied by Mrs. Temple, had gone out 


in a Coach very early that Morning, and 
that, he imagined, they were gone into 


the Country, ſince they had taken a 
Portmanteau and Goods with them. 

I went Home very melancholy ; not 
knowing what could poſſibly induce 
them to go off ſo precipitately. I did 
not get a Wink of Sleep all that Night, 
and in the Morning, found myſelf in a 
Fever, which prevented my ſtirring out 


the next Day. I was as uneaſy the next 


Night, as I had been the Night before; 
and had no Intermiſſion of my Fever for 
two Days. Mrs. Barton was continually 
with me, and I obſerved, that we were 
oftentimes left by ourſelves. I did not 
doubt, but ſhe had been inſtrumental in 
appriſing my Parents of my Motions. 
This was enough to make me pay but 
little Regard to whatever ſhe ſaid. Nay, 
I thought ſhe wanted only to become my 
Confident, in order, the more effectually 
to betray me afterwards. I was therefore 
very diffident of her, and conſequently 
took Care of what I ſaid in her Preſence. 


She perceived it, and told me, that ſome 


Time or other, perhaps, I ſhould be fully 
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convinced of her Integrity. I anſwered. 
her only in general Terms, and in order 
the better to be freed from a Converſa- 
tion, in which I could not open my Mind 
ſecurely, I pretended, that I wanted to go 
to ſleep ; upon which. ſhe left me. 

As ſoon as I found myſelf alone, I be- 
gan to examine Mrs. Barton's Behaviour; 
but could not account for the Motives of 
her Conduct. For allowing the Truth 
of what ſhe ſaid, that ſhe would not be- 
tray me by any Means, I was ſtill at a 
L. ſs as much as ever. It could not, I 
1 thought, proceed from any Affection that 
I ſhe entertained for -me. For there was 
ſo wide a Difference between. her Age and 
4 Miſs Saxby's, that ſhe could hardly think 
I ſhould give her the Preference. It is 

true, indeed, ſhe was not turned of thir- 
ty; her Complexion was fair, her Eyes 
extremely fine, but more capable of in- 
ſpiring than commanding Love. With 
reſpect to her Temper, it was very even; 
ſhe was as capable of Artifice as any other 

Woman, but never had Recourſe to it, 

except upon Emergencies, and even then, 
not without Reluctance. She was a Per- 
fon of extraordinary Reſolution, and un- 
common Fidelity. Even in the moſt 
alarming Circumſtances of RO 1 
ave 
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have ſeen her behave with a Fortitude ve- 
ry unuſual in one of her Sex, Yet what 
was more ſurpriſing, was, that when the 
Danger was all over, ſhe betrayed Signs of 
the utmoſt Dread and Concern. An In- 
ſtance of this I was an Eye-witneſs of in 
the following Adventure. 

One Evening, after ſhe had ſupped at 
our Houſe, I conducted her Home, as 
fhe lodged but a Door or two from us. 
I was in a Night-Gown and Slippers; 
and had juſt reached her Houſe, when 
two Rufhans came up, and ſtopped her. 
I was willing to have induced them to 
hear what I had to ſay ; but one of them 
had the Baſeneſs to draw his Sword againſt 
me, tho” I had no Weapon for my De- 
fence. Moſt Women, in this Caſe, would 
have fallen into a Swoon ; but Mrs. Bar- 
ton ſecured one Man's Sword, and turned 
herſelf towards the other, who had drawn. 


his out of the Scabbard ; whereupon ſhe 


immediately received a Wound in her 
Breaſt. Some Paſſengers accidentally go- 
ing by, heard the Noiſe, and came up. 
They laid hold of the two Villains, and 


gave them the Treatment they deſerved. 


was amazed at the heroic Part ſhe had 

acted, and confounded. at the Conſciouſ- 

neſs of having had ſo little Share in the 
Fray: 
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Fray: as ſoon as the Affair was over, ſhe 
fainted away, and it was with great Diffi- 
culty, that ſhe was brought to herſelf. 
But to return. | 

I was not ſo weak as to imagine, that 
every Woman who ſaw, muſt neceffarily 
be in Love with: me. This, in any one, 


would be a ridiculous Piece of Vanity,. 


but more eſpecially in me, whoſe Fea- 
tures have nothing in them very attrac- 
tive, being not very regular, and my 
whole Air rather ſerious, than otherwiſe. 
I could not, indeed, but be conſcious 


that Miſs Wilſon had been in Love with 


me; yet I looked. upon that whole Affair 
rather as the Effect of Humour and Ca- 
rice, than of any ſettled Affection that 
e bore me. I was thoroughly con- 


vinced that Miſs Saxby had a great 


Eſteem for me, nor was it Mrs. Temple's: 


Fault, that ſhe and I had not proceed- 
ed to greater Lengths than we did. Nor- 


could I attribute the Eagerneſs which 
Mrs. Barton ſeemed to ſhew in my Fa- 
vour, to any other Cauſe than that of 
an uncommon Liking to me. And the 


Sequel will'ſhew that I was not miſtaken 


in my Opinion. I got up, dreſſed my- 
ſelf, and took a Book in my Hand; 
but ſoon fell aſleep over it, having ſcarce 
Ty cloſed 
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cloſed my Eyes for three Days. I ſlept 
very ſoundly, and the Book falling out 
of my Hands, upon the Hearth, it ſoon 
caught fire, and communicated the Flame 
to the Boards. The Night-gown was 
juſt burning, when I found myſelf taken. 
hold of, and carried out of the Room 
by Mrs. Barton, as I afterwards perceiv- 
ed. As ſoon as we got down Stairs, we 
ſent for ſome Engines to- quench the 
Fire. While they were endeavouring 
to do this, Mrs. Barton, who was juſt 
ſafe and out of Danger, ſwooned away. 
Þ made uſe of every 'Thing I could think 
of, to bring her to herſelf as ſoon as 
poſſible. When ſhe firſt opened her 
Eyes, ſhe perceived me kneeling by her 
with ſome Hartſhorn in my Hand. She 


told me that ſhe was extremely obliged 


to me for my Care of her. If, Madam, 
ſaid I, I were deaf to all. other. Ties of 
Humanity, Gratitude alone would have 
taught me to make a ſuitable Return to 
the Preſerver of my Life. Though for 
this Action, indeed, I can. never ſuffi- 
ciently, repay you; but am determined, 
however, that the reſt of that Life ſhall 
be employed in your Service. I con- 
cluded with taking hold of her Hand, 
and kiſſing it tenderly ; upon which ſhe 

embraced 
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embraced me, and inſiſted upon my 


getting up. She informed me, that ſome 


Time before this Accident happened, they 
had ſent the Maid up to know whether 1 
was ſtirring, or not; who ſaw me faſt afleep 
with a Book in my Hand, and was afraid 
I ſhould fall into the Fire : that upon this 
information, ſhe pretended ſhe wanted 
ſomething above Stairs, and had ſmelt the 
Fire the Moment ſhe had ſet her Foot on 
the Stair-Caſe; that fearing her Aſſiſtance 
might prove too late, ſhe ruſhed into the 
Room, without conſidering the Danger 


to which ſhe expoſed herſelf ; that when 


ſhe firſt opened the Door, ſhe thought 


the Smoke would have ſtifled her, and 


was afraid, I had been ſuffocated ; 
but was rejoiced to find that ſhe had 
been miſtaken ;. and that her fainting 


away proceeded from the Recollection of 


the Greatneſs of the Danger, and the 
Joy of having eſcaped from it unhurt. 
I then, renewed my Proteſtations of eter- 
nal Gratitude z but ſhe forbad me to fay 
any thing more. If you, replied ſhe 
bluſhing, think that you lye under any 
Obligations to me for your Safety, you 


are, indeed, much more obliged to me 


for the Motive that occaſioned it. I will 
explain. my Meaning to you another 


3&2 Tauz MIRAI. 
time, and ſhall make uſe of my Intimacy 
with your Father and Mother, in order 
that I may fee you the oftener. While 
the was ſpeaking theſe laſt Words, we 
were interrupted; the only - Anſwer 1 
could give her, was the preſſing her 
Hand gently between mine, with a Sigh. 
It was full two Hours before the En- 
gines could get the Fire under. They 
then took a View of the Damage that 
had been done. My Room, and rhe 
_ Cloſet adjoining to it, were entirely cen- 
fumed ; I was obliged therefore to lodg. 
in ſome other Part of the Houſe for ſome 
Time. My Father offered me a Room 
that joined to his; but Mrs. Barton told 
him, that he might not put himſelf to 
any Inconvenieney, ſhe had a Room, that 
had formerly been Mr. Barton's Study, 
very much at my Service; that there 
were Books enough in it for my Enter- 
tainment, and. that by this Means, no 
body would be put to any Trouble by 
the late Accident. I eagerly embraced 
an Offer, which promiſed me ſo much 
Delight as a well-furniſhed Study ; Mr. 
Barton, I knew, had a very choice Col-. 
lection. My Father readily agreed te 
this Propoſal, and that very Night I re- 
moved to my new Lodgiggs, in which 
„ it 
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It was ſome Days before I was quite ſet- 


tled; and by that Time I had got quite 


rid of my Fever. 

I went out as ſoon as I could, in order 
to enquire 'what was become of Mrs. 
Saxby, and her Daughter. I went to 
Mrs. Temple's, who ſeemed as uneaſy 
about them, as I was. She told me, ſhe 
had neither ſeen, nor heard any Thing 
of them for a Fortnight. She had been 
informed that I had called upon her 
twice or thrice ; but ſhe had been with a 
Couſin of her's, that was but juſt come 
to London; that ſhe had been every Day 
at the Houſe, where they uſed to lodge, 
but could not get any Intelligence whi- 
ther they were gone, or what was become 
of them; and inſinuated, that this pre- 
cipitate Departure, did not ſeem at alk 
to favour my Addreſſes. I found by 
this, that ſhe knew more of the Matter 
than ſhe choſe to diſcover. Upon which 
I entreated her to entruſt me with all the 
Particulars that ſhe could. After ſome 
faint Reſiſtance, which my Intreaties ſoon. 
got the better of, ſhe told me that Mrs. 


 Saxby, about a Month before, had wrote 


her Word, that a very advantageous: 

Match had been offered to her Daughter, 

and that ſhe did not doubt, but, = a 
Orc 
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ſhort Time, ſhe ſhould ſee her very well 
ſettled. That Miſs Saxby, on hearing 
this, immediately ſaid to her Mother, 
if you have any Thoughts in earneſt of 
what you mentioned juſt now, you have 
told it to the very Perſon you ought not. 
For Mr. SZ will infallibly be told of 
it, and that may hinder it from taking, 
Effect. I ſhould be glad to have it con- 
cealed from him till all was over.. 
I knew very well, that notwithſtand- 
ing Mrs. Temple had made a Preterice 
that her Couſin was come to 'Town, ſhe 
had accompanied Mrs. Saxby. and her 
Daughter. Being aſſured therefore of 
the Falſhood of her Aſſertion, that ſhe. 


had not ſeen them for the laſt Fortnight, 
and likewiſe conſidering that ſhe. did. not. 


want Cunning, I was, more upon my 
Guard againſt the Inſinuations ſhe threw 
out in the Sequel of her Diſcourſe. I 


ſoon perceived that the End ſhe aimed at 
was to ruin Miſs -Saxby..in my Eſteem. 


I was ſhocked at what I had already 
heard; and went out of the Houſe with- 
aut making any Reply. She called me 
back, but I refuſed to return, and went 
immediately to my new Lodgings. 

I here began to reflect on what I hall 


heard. I knew Miſs Sax>y too well to 


ſuppoſe 
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fuppoſe her capable of making me her 
Dupe ; yet it was poſſible, that her Mo- 
ther might want to get her married, and 
accordingly be glad to take hold of the 


3X firſt Opportunity that offered. Beſides, 


her Daughter might be tired out with 
the continual Uneaſineſs ſhe endured on 
my Account, and therefore might-con- 
ſent to reſign the Hope of a Marriage, 
which ſeemed at ſuch a Diſtance, becauſe 
incapable of being brought about during 
the Life-time of my Parents, in Favour 
of a preſent comfortable Maintenance, 


Love, indeed, was the only Thing that 


could turn the Scale in my Behalf, I 
determined, therefore, to try every Me- 
thod I could think of to find out where 
Mrs. Saxby had retired. Nor was I al- 
together without Hope that Mrs. Barton 
could give me ſome Inſight into the 
Affair. I. was conſcious, indeed, that it 
would be an ill Return for the Favours 
ſhe had beſtowed upon me, and for the 
Affection which ſhe ſeemed to have for 
me, to deſire her Aſſiſtance in an Affair 
of this kind. Yet the Violence of my 
Paſſion hurried me away, and I flattered 
myſelf that I ſhould be able to engage 
ho in my Intereſt. In ſhort, the next 


Morning, as ſoon as I heard ſhe was 


ſtirring, 
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ſtirring, I went into her Apartment; but 
after I had paid my Reſpects to her, my 
Reſolutions forſook me. She obſerved 
that I was graver than uſual, and imagin- 


ed Miſs Saxby was the Subject of my pre- 


ſent Meditation. She aſked me what 


was the Matter, and complained that 1 


was too much upon the Reſerve in her 
Company ; that this Behaviour carried 
with it a Diſtruſt which ſhe did not de- 
ſerve. I am ſure, continued ſhe, that 
you think I know more than I have told 
you about your Affairs. But, pray, how 
comes it that you have not enquired after 
Miſs Saxby this laſt Week? Alas! Ma- 
dam, ſaid I, your Goodneſs overcomes 
me. I am afraid, I ſhall appear very 

— in your Opinion. No, no, 
repl 


ied ſhe; all I deſire of you, is your 


Friendſhip and Confidence. What I am 
now going to tell you will, I hope, be 
a ſufficient Proof that I am not unwor- 
thy of either. I beg you will not inter- 
rupt me in my Account. Ever ſince 
Mr. Barton's Death, ſaid ſhe, which is 
now upwards of three Years, I have 


kept but very little Company. Your 


good Mother ſympathized with me in 
my Affliction, and took all poſſible Me. 


thods to induce me to put on my former 
| s __Chear- 
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Chearfulneſs. *T was by this Means that 
F I had an Opportunity of ſeeing you 
[5 frequently; I ſoon perceived you en- 
'F dowed with Sentiments and good Qua- 
lities, far ſuperiour to your Age. I was 
extremely pleaſed with you, even. before 
| you had ſeen Miſs Saxby. I need not tell 
17 you, that I have ſeen you every Day for 
ſome Time paſt. Indeed I eagerly ſought, 
and deſired your Company. Your Fa- 
ther and Mother were continually telling 
me, how much Uneaſineſs your Affec- 
tion for Miſs Saxby had given them, not 
out of any Diſlike, or Objection they 
had to that young Lady in particular, 
but as they were in hopes that your Abi- 
lities were capable of improving your 
Fortune, and advancing you in the World; 
ſo on the other Hand, they were afraid- 
that this early Love might prove a 
Hindrance to, and if not totally over- 
throw, yet at leaſt conſiderably interrupt 
your Purſuits. They were, therefore, 
willing to have ſent you ſomewhere into 
the Country, that Abſence might give 
ſome check to your Affection: I was 
apprehenſive, that, if they put this Scheme 
into Execution, I ſhould never ſee you 
any more. In order, therefore, to pre- 
vent your being removed, I offered my 
Service to them, and told them, tha: I 
would 
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would for the future be upon the Watch, 


and give them an Account of all your 
Motions. They ſeemed extremely pleaſ- 
ed with what I had ſaid, and entreated 
me to ſet about what I intended, imme- 
diately. Ever ſince that Time, I have 
been acquainted with every ſingle Step 
that you have taken, either by means of 
the Woman that lodged at Mrs. Temple's, 
or from my own Obſervation : Mrs. 
Temple, whom I knew by Sight, came 
here very early one Morning. She told 
me, ſhe had ſat up all Night with a fick 
Friend, and that notwithſtanding ſhe was 
ſo ſleepy, ſhe could not reſiſt the Incli- 
nation ſhe had of talking to me about 
your Affairs. She added, that, know- 


ing very well what a Regard I had for 


your Parents, and how very averſe they 
were to your Match with Miſs Saxby, ſhe 
thought it a Point of Conſcience to hin- 
der your Ruin. That in Order the more 
effectually to prevent it, ſhe was very 
willing to inform me, from Time to 
Time, of all your Motions; and that 
the Plcaſure reſulting from the Conſcioul- 
neſs of having done her Duty, would 
amply recompence her moſt vigilant 
Care, I pretended to believe her, but 


ſtill Keeping on the Reſerve, commended 
in 
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in general her | gs Intentions ; and 
we thenceforward agreed to act in Con- 
cert. She paid me another Viſit about 
two Days afterwards, and was ſcarce 


ſeated before your Mother dropp'd in. 


J could not help acquainting her with 


what had happen'd, and therefore, you 
may be ſure, it was not long kept a 
Secret from your Father, who the very 
next Day, made a Complaint to the 
Chief Juſtice againſt Mrs. Saxby, for 
enticeing you to her Houſe, —_— 
you from Home, and engaging from 
that Way of Life, which it was abſolute- 
ly neceſſary you ſhould purſue. I do not 
know what Effect this had immediately ; 
but ſoon after a Warrant was granted for 
taking you by Force out of Mrs. Saxby's 
Houle ; and it was in vain that I made 


any Oppoſition to this violent Step. We 


had information one Evening, that you 
was to ſup at Mrs. Saxby's; your Fa- 
ther thought this a very proper Oppor- 


tunity for putting the Warrant in Force, 


and accordingly he charged a Conſtable 
with it; and ordered him to ſerve it upon 
you that Night. It was very fortunate 
for Mrs. Saxby, that you was not found 
in her Houſe ; and more ſo for your Fa- 
ther, that the Reaſon of this Search was 
Vol. I. D not 
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not publickly known; for he might have 
been brought into Trouble about it. 
Your Eſcape, and the Conſtable's Pru- 
dence in not having diſcovered: what he 
came about, hindered the Affair from 
going to a greater Length. We thought 
either that the Information that had been 
given us was falſe, or that you had had 
timely Notice, and had withdrawn. I 
endeavoured all I could to perſuade your 
Friends, that you had ſupped ſome- 
where elſe, more eſpecially when I ſaw 
you attended by Lord M——s Servants. 
They were all convinced that they had 
| been impoſed upon, but I ſoon perceived, 
| by your confuſed Anſwers to the Queſ- 
tions that were put to you, that whoſo- 
ever had given the Information, had not 
deceived them. Your Friends then re- 
ſumed their former Reſolution of ſending 
ou into the Country, in order to cut off 
all Intercourſe between Miſs Saxby and 
you. Upon which I informed your Fa- 
ther, that Mrs. Temple had told me the 
Day before, ſhe had contrived an Expe- 
dient to engage Mrs. Saxby, and her Fa- 
mily to retire into the Country for ſome 
Time. She ſeemed to be too deeply in- 
tereſted in your being kept aſunder, to 
make me imagine that ſhe would deceive 
me. 


A 
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me. I therefore, determined to deſire 
ſhe would put her intentions into execu- 
tion as ſoon as poſſible, and accordingly 
I went to her Lodgings immediately. 
When I told her upon what Account I 
was come, ſhe ſeemed to be more in 
earneſt than ever. She went to Mrs. 
| Saxby's very early the next Morning, and 
about an Hour after, I ſaw them all take 
Coach, in order to be conducted to the 
Salisbury Stage. Mrs. Temple came back 
again in four or five Days; ſhe ſtopped 
here in her return, and told me that ſhe 
had left Mrs. Saxby and her Family 
in a little Village about two Miles diſtant 
from Salisbury; but the Name of it ſhe 
could not then recollect. She aſſured 
me it would be ſome Time before they 
would return, as the People where they 
boarded ſeemed to be very aſſiduous in 
pleaſing and taking care of them. Your 
Parents depend upon my adviſing you to 
get rid of ſo pernicious an Affection; 
you muſt therefore, pretend that I have 
convinced you of the Folly of it. You 
need not, I think, be under the leaſt Ap- 
prehenſion on my Account, having, as 
you now ſee, been open enough to con- 
vince, you of my, Sincerity, I ſhall 
henceforward give no Information to 
* 9 your 


Tau: 
your Parents, but what you fhall firſt 
direct, or approve of. 1 
Mrs. Barton might have gone on much 
longer without receiving the leaſt Inter- 
ruption from me, who was fo ſurprized 
at what I had already heard, and ſo 
ſhocked at Mrs. Temple's Baſeneſs, that I 
had much ado to keep myſelf from tak- 
ing immediate Vengeance on her. I then 
heartily repented I had not compleated 
her Ruin when ſhe put it into my Power. 
I recollected myſelf however, and hav- 
ing aſſured Mrs. Barton that I would not, 
- for the future, be upon the leaſt Reſerve 
with her, I acquainted her with the 
Motives of Mrs. Temple's Behaviour, to- 
cether with the Advice ſhe had given me 
upon ſeveral Occaſions. I then told her 
the ſeveral Particulars of my Eſcape, the 
frequent Enquiries that I had made after 
Mrs. Saxby, and her Daughter, and the 
little Succeſs I had met with. I ac- 
quainted her alſo with what had paſſed at 
my laſt Viſit to Mrs. Temple, together 
with the Suſpicions her Inſinuations about 
Miſs Saxby had given me, and the abrupt 
Manner in which I had taken my Leave. 
Mrs. Parton ſeemed very much pleaſed at 
the openneſs of my Declaration, and aſ- 


ſured me, that I ſhould always find her 
| ready 
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ready to do me any Service in her Pow- 
er, even at the Price of her own Peace, 
and Tranquillity. In order to give an 
undoubted Proof of it, ſhe added, that 
we muſt make Uſe of all poſſible Means 
to find out where Mrs. Saxby was; that if 
ſhe propoſed undertaking the Journey, 
my Father would imagine that ſome ne- 
ceſſary Buſineſs in the Country required 
Diſpatch, and would make an offer that 
I ſhould accompany her, in Order, as he 
would think, to diſtreſs me the more, 
and that we ſhould make Uſe of that Op- 
portunity to go in Search of Mrs. Saxby. 

I was in a Manner ſtruck dumb with 
Amazementat the Fineſſe of this Artifice. 

She perccived my Confuſion, and defired - 
I would haſten, as much as poſſible, the 
Execution of our intended Scheme. 

I accordingly went to the Inn where 
the Salisbury Stage puts up, and deſired 
to ſee the Book-keeper's Liſt of Paſſen- 
gers, and turning to the Day that I had 
been told of, I found Mrs. Saxby, her 
Son, and Daughter, had taken Places to 
go to Saxmundbam, a little Village about 
a Mile or two on this ſide Salisbury. This 
brought to my Mind that I had heard 
Mrs. Saxby talk of an old Uncle of her's, 
that lived in that Part of the World, and 

EE that 
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that the Summer before, ſhe and her 
Family had ſpent a Month or fix Weeks 
at his Houſe, I enquired whether they 
knew any ſuch Perſon ; but could receive 


no ſatisfaftory Anſwer. I was in Deſ- 
pair of finding out whereabouts the Houſe 


Was, till I caſt my Eyes by Chance on 


ſome Parcels directed to an Inn-keeper in 
Salisbury, to be left their till called for by 
Mr. Saxby. I knew the Hand immedi- 


ately to be Mrs. Temple's, They told 


me, that a Perſon, exactly anſwering her 
Deſcription had left the Parcel there the 
Night before, and that it was to. be con- 
veycd to the Coach early the next Morn- 


ing. That the Inn-keeper, to whom the 


Parcel was directed, was very well known 


in the Place; that Mr, Saxby lived but a 


little Way off, and that there were Car- 
riages paſſing and repeſſing by his Houſe 
every Day. | 

I went immediately to Mrs. Barton's 
to acquaint her with the Diſcovery I had 
made, and as ſoon as I came in, perceiv- 
ed by the extreme Redneſs of her Eyes, 


that ſhe had been crying. Upon which 
I reſolved to lay aſide all Thought of 


purſuing my Scheme any further. She 
deſired to know whether I had met with 


any ſucceſs in my Enquiries ? I told _- 
a 
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all I knew, and concluded with aſſuring 
her, that ſince I ſaw this Affair had given 
her ſo much Uneaſlineſs, I was reſolved 
not to proceed any farther in it. Upon 
this ſhe taxed me with want of Spirit; 
and after having renewed her Profeſſions 
of Friendſhip, deſired me to pity, and 
forgive her Weakneſs, which however, 
ſhould not be of any Detriment to me: 
Having ſaid this, ſhe went out of the 
Room, and returning in about a quarter 
of an Hour, told me that every Thing 
had been agreed on, with Relation to our 
mtended Journey. 

My Father ſpoke to me about it as 
ſoon as he faw me; I affected to come 
into the Propoſal with a good deal of 
Reluctance. This was ſuſficient to make 
him the more ſollicitous about my going. 
He therefore, read me a long Lecture on 
the many Obligations that 1 lay under to 
Mrs. Barton; In particular, that I owed 
her the Preſervation of my Life, and con- 
ſequently, that I ſhould devote myſelf en- 
tirely to her Service. I at laſt conſented 
to comply. The neceſſary Preparations 
for our Journey were immediately made, 
and accordingly we ſet out for Salisbury 
the very next Morning. As ſoon as we 


arrived there, we went t to the Inn to which 
N the 
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the Parcel had been directed; and were 
informed by the Landlord, where Mr. 
Sax y was to be found. As it was late at 
Night before we got to our Journey's 


End, we agreed to defer our going thi- 


ther til} the Morrow. Accordingly we 
hired a Poſt-chaiſe, and ſet out for Sax- 


mundbam. 


When we were come to the . 
we were ſurprized, that for ſome Time 
we did not fee any Body thereabouts. 
At laſt a Man came out of the Garden, 
and, upon our enquiring for Mr. Saxby, 


told us, that the whole Family had been 


one out above an Hour, and would not 
be at Home till the Evening. Mrs. Bar- 
ton propoſed our ſtrolling about the Vil- 
lage till their Return. Accordingly, we 
enquired whichwas the way to the Church, 
but upon our coming thither, we found 
it locked up. We then went, and deſir- 
ed to ſpeak with the Miniſter of the Place. 
His Servant conducted us into a neat 
Hall, deſiring us to wait till his Maſter 
came out of Church, where he was then 
very buſy, but we ſhould have Notice 
given us, when he was at Leifure. In 
the mean Time, we amuſed ourſelves with 
looking at the Pictures, which hung round 
the Hall. In a very ſhort Time, however, 
| tne 
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the Miniſter came to us, with a Regiſter 
in one Hand, and a Pen and Ink in the 
other; and, after many Apologies for 

having made us wait ſo long, proceeded 
to inform us that he had juſt been mar- 
rying a Couple, who were to have been 
Joined together the Summer before, but 
were prevented by a very unforeſeen Ac- 
cident. However now, added he, the 
Knot 1s tied, and *tis in vain to recall 
what has been done. 

I was juſt going to aſk him if he knew 
old Mr. Saxby, a Pariſhoner of his, when 
J heard the ruſtling of Silks, and turning 
about to {ee who was coming, perceived 
that it was Miſs Saxby, who was dreſſed 
forth in a moſt glaring Manner, led in 
by a Man whom I had never ſeen before, 
and followed by her Mother, Brother, 
and ſeveral other Perſons. I was ſo con- 
founded art this Sight, that I fell down 
backwards as if I had been Thunder- 
ſtruck. As ſoon as I recovered, I found 
myſelf on a Bed, ſurrounded by the Cler- 
gyman, Mrs. Barton, Mrs. Saxby, and 
her Son. I turned towards Mrs. Saxby, 
and cried out in a Kind of Frenzy; Oh! 
Madam, what Offence have I committed, 
that you have uſed me thus cruelly ? Pe 
more compoled, Sir, replyed ſhe; I am 
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not ſo much to blame as you think: Be- 


ſides, conſider who it is, you are now 
ſpeaking before. Upon this, the Cler- 
gyman ſaid, he would by no means in- 
terrupt us, and yet, that he knew enough 
of my Affairs, to be able to aſſure me, 
that I was not the only Perſon that had 
ſuffered on this Account. Indeed, Sir, 
continued he, Addreſſing himſelf to me, 
Miſs Saxby has been very melancholy 
ever ſince ſhe has been down here, which 
mult proceed from ſomething very ex- 
traordinary, ſince ſhe is not naturally of 
an uneaſy Temper. A few Days ago 
ſhe received a Letter, which informed 
her you had forſaken her: Upon which 
ſhe immediately gave her Conſent to a 
Match, which ſhe had, till then, ſhewn 
the utmoſt Averſion to. The Effect that 
the Sight of her has produced in you, has 
made her ſuſpect that ſhe has been im- 
oſed upon. But as the Misfortune is 
beyond the Power of all Redreſs, ſhe 
intreated me to endeavour to aſſiſt you 
by wholeſome Counſel. The Fit which 
you have been in, near this Hour, has 
given her a great Deal of Uneaſineſs. 
"Her Caſe is the more deplorable, as ſhe 
is not able to give the leaſt Vent to her 
Grief. Stay here with me, and you ſhall 
_ 
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paſs for a Friend of mine : I have al- 
ready told the reſt of the Company that 
you .are ſo. You have nothing to do, 
wane” but to act up to that Charac- 
Mrs. Barton returned him Thanks 
in 1 our Names; for I was incapable 
of doing it myſelf. I aſked him what 
Reaſon they had to think I had proved 
Inconſtant ? This is the Proof, replyed 
Mrs. Saxby, and at the ſame Time put a 
Letter into my Hand, which I knew to 
be Mrs. Temple's Writing and found it 
contain the following Particulars. 


46 Map am, 


:- ER the earlieſt Opportunityl could 


of complying with your Injuncti- 


ons. I was very much ſurprized to 


hear from Mr. & 's own Mouth, 
« that his Father was reſolved to marry 
«© him to Mrs. Barton immediately, who 


& has given him up her whole Jointure. 58 
„This is no longer a Secret, he is afrea- © 


% dy removed to her Houſe, and boaſts _ 


ec of the Conqueſt he has made. I have 5 5 
<« ſeen them together ſeveral Times late- 


** ly. They ſeem to be extremely fond 


of each other, and very impatient till 
they are united in Marriage. I would 


have 
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have you break this by Degrees to 
* Miſs. I will ſend you the ſeveral Par- 
„ ticulars you deſired, the firſt Oppor- 
« unity.” | 


Jam Yours, Sc. 
E. TEMPLE.“ 


I was ſo ſhocked at this Proof of her 
Ingratitude, that, had it not been for the 
Aſſiſtance of good Mrs. Barton, I ſhould 
have relapſed into a Fir. When I had 
recovered my Surprize a little, I acquaint- 
ed Mrs. Saxby how much Things had 
been miſrepreſented, and was going on to 
relate the ſeveral Inſtances, in which I 
had been obliged to Mrs. Barton; but 
ſhe interrupted me, and proceeded to 
inform Mrs. Saxby of the ſeveral Parti- 
culars of, my Eſcape ; who, after ſhe had 
heard the whole, was ſo ſurprized, that 
The had nothing to offer in Reply; but 
upon our Enquiries, told us that the 
Morning after we had been alarmed by 
the Conſtable's Search, Mrs. Temple came 
to her Houſe, and told her, it was moſt 
adviſeable for her to take her Daughter 
into the Country, till the Affair was a 
little blown over; and till ſhe herſelf had 

| recovered 
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recovered the Confuſion it had occaſion- 
ed in her Family. That, in Purſuance of 
this Advice, ſne ſet out immediately for 
her Brother in Law's Houſe, and took 
her Daughter along with her; that Mr. 
Harding, a Gentleman of ſome Property 
in the Country, who chiefly reſided at his 
Eſtate, and had profeſſed himſelf an Ad- 
mirer of Miſs Saxby's the Summer be- 
fore, upon their coming down, had made 
them frequent Viſits; that he had en- 
gaged old Mr. Saxby in his Intereſt ſome 
Time before, and had therefore, earneſt- 
ly endeavoured likewiſe to gain her good 
Opinion, not doubting then, but he 
| ſhould eaſily perſuade her Daughter to 
accept his Propoſals; that Mrs. Temple 
having promiſed to give her an Account 
from Time to Time of what was going 
forward at London; had wrote the Letter 
which ſhe had juſt put into my Hand; 
that Miſs Saxby, as ſoon as ſhe was appriz- 
ed of my Inconſtancy was at firſt extreme- 
ly mortified, and reſolved, if poſſible, to 
be beforehand with me, by being married 
firſt, that the ill- natured World might 
not, among her other Foibles and Miſ- 
fortunes, be able to charge her with that 
of her being diſappointed in Love ; that, 
Mr. Harding was ſo enraptured at her 
con- 
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condeſcending to be his Bride, he had 
haſtened the Wedding with ſuch Eager- 
neſs, that there had not been any Time 
to make ſuitable Preparations for it; and 
that for this Reaſon, they had invited but 
very few, and determined to keep the 
whole a Secret for ſome Days at leaſt. 
Here enſued a Silence for ſome Mi- 
nutes, till it was interrupted by young 
Saxby, who propoſed going to inform his 
Siſter of the ſeveral Particulars of my 
Story. Preſently after, the happy Mr. 
Harding came to invite Mrs. Barton, and 
me to the Wedding Dinner. He ſeem- 
ed to be a very good humoured Man, a 
little turned of thirty : But his Educa- 
tion, having been chiefly in the Country, 
gave him an Aukwardneſs, which pre- 
judiced me a little againſt him; tho' I 
perceived at the ſame Time, that what 
he aimed at, chiefly, was to be looked 
on, and treated, as a Man of Faſhion, and 
Conſequence. He ſeemed to be in the 
utmoſt Tranſports on his Marriage; but 
I was ſurprized at his inviting me, as it 
did not require much Diſcernment to per- 
ceive, how diſagreeable his Company was 
to me. I kept myſelfon the Reſerve as much 
as poſſible. Ithanked him for his kind Of- 
fer, but told him I was ſo weak with the 
FR 
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Fit I had juſt recovered from, that I was 


apprehenſive of a Relapſe, and which 


could only be avoided by endeavouring 
to get ſome Reſt : I therefore deſired he 
would be ſo good as to excuſe my Com- 
plying with it. He ſeemed piqued at my 
Refuſal. You may do juſt as you pleaſe, 
Sir, ſaid he a little ruMled, but it is not 
only my Deſire, but that of the whole 
Company: They will not be ſatisfied un- 
leſs I bring you along with me. I am ſure 
your Aunt will not deny me the Plea- 
ſure of her Company. As for you, ſome- 
body elſe will come preſently, whom TI 
am ſure you are too well bred to be able 
to refuſe. Upon this he immediately 
left me. = 

It was no difficult Matter to gueſs that 
the Perſon he meant was coming, was 
his Wife. But neither of us could ima- 
gine, for what Reaſon they ſo earneſtly 
deſired my Company, or why he choſe 
to call Mrs. Barton my Aunt. I was a- 
fraid he had ſome Suſpicions of what 
was really the: Caſe. We were each of 
us engaged in the Suſpicion, when in 
came Miſs Saxby, now Mrs. Harding, 
_ uſhered in by her Brother, who told us, 
he had informed the Company in the 
Dining Room, that I found myfelf much 
| | better.” 
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better. That upon this the Clergyman, 
who had been all the while under a great 


deal of Concern upon my Account, had 
ſignified his Intention of dining with me 


in my Room; that every Body objected 


to this, and defired that I would dine be- 
low, in order that they might have 
the Pleaſure of both our Companies. 


To which he replyed, he ſaid, that I had 


but juſt recovered a very dangerous Fit 
of Illneſs, and that my Aunt (for it was 


he, who had given Mrs. Barton that 


Name) was endeavouring to diſſipate that 
Melancholy, which for ſome Time paſt, 
had prayed upon my Spirits. That upon 
this, the whole Company obſerved my 
coming among them was a likely means 
to rid me of that Melancholy; that Mr. 
Harding had offered to go, and deſire me 
to come down, but thinking him not 
likely to ſucceed, himſelf had contrived 
this Interview for me with his Siſter, 
whom he had already informed of my 
Innocence, and of Mrs. Temple's baſe Be- 


haviour. And now, my dear Friend, con- 
tinued he, you cannot well avoid coming 


down, as it would ſeem ſomewhat extra- 
ordinary, were you ſtill to perſiſt in your 
Refuſal. Nor am I at all ſorry for it, 


that 


I ſhould endeavour to content myſelf for 
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that Melancholy and Dejection into which 
you muſt certainly ſink, if you were left 
to yourſelf. Beſides, added he, it would 
be an ill Return to Mrs. Barton for her 
kind Behaviour towards you, ſince you 
cannot expect ſhe ſhould be always with 
you, merely out of Complaiſance. 

I have ſuffered very deſervedly, ſaid 
Mrs. Harding, for my fooliſh Vanity, 


and too great Credulity. I cannot blame 
Fortune for an Evil that I have entirely 


brought upon myſelf; and therefore, I 
alone deſerve to reap the unhappy Fruits 


of it. You, Sir, are worthy a happier 


Lot. Make then, I beſeech you, no ill 
Uſe of the Power that Love has given 
you over me, but endeavour to think no 
more of ſuch an ungrateful Wretch, as 1 


have proved to you, and blot eternally 


from your remembrance, her who is no 
longer worthy of ſo much Faithfulneſs 
and Truth. | 

I was greatly moved at what ſhe had 
Juſt ſaid, and having thrown myſelf on 
my Knees, I aſſured her, that I could 


never forget her. But as Fortune, had 


deprived us of the Means of being happy 
together, and that ſince it was now no 
longer in her Power to give me her Heart, 


the 
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the future, with holding a Place in her 
Eſteem. You are highly deſerving of 
both, reply'd ſhe; and I am afraid, were 
I ſtrickly to examine my own Heart, I 
ſhould find, that you are already in Poſ- 
ſeſſion of them. However, for the fu- 
ture, I ſhall follow the noble Pattern you 
have already ſet me; which Generoſity, 
I hope, I ſhall never be able to forget, 
and you may depend upon me more as a 
faithful Friend, than you have had Rea- 
fon, hitherto, to do as a conſtant Miſ- 
treſs. a nd Li 
This is frequently the Caſe, ſaid the 
Clergyman, in great and virtuous Minds, 
that a Senſe . what 
would otherwiſe be, a ruling Paſſion. 
Your Reſolution, Madam, continued he, 
addreſſing himſelf to Mrs. Harding, is 
highly commendable, and altho' very 
neceſſary in the preſent Circumſtances you 
are in, is yet an evident Proof of the 
_ Uprightneſs of your Intentions. And 
gave me leave to aſſure you, that you have 
ewn a Steadineſs very ſeldom to be met 
with in Perſons at your Time of Life. 
As for you, Sir, ſaid he, turning himſelf 
towards me, from the Account I have 
heard, and from the little I have ſeen of 
your Behaviour, I am extremely ſurprized 
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at your ſmall Acquaintance with the 
World; and ſtill more ſo at your being 


but yet not confined to that one Inſtance 
only. The Modes, and Cuſtoms, the 
Excellencies, and even the Errors and 
Foibles of the Age you live in, claim a 
Part of your Attention. There is, how- 
ever, this Difference to be obſerved, as re- 
fulting from the Objects of your Purſuit. 
It will be no difficult Matter indeed to 


form an Opinion of Women in general, 


which it is neceſſary to ſet out with in the 
World, and which may, perhaps, prove 
of ſome Service to you in your Paſſage 


thro? Life; but the other, tis to be fear- 


ed, is ſcarce attainable by the moſt dili- 
gent and nice Enquiry, at leaſt not ſo in 
any Degree of Perfection. By following 

the common Rules of Behaviour laid 


down with Reſpect to Morality more eſpe-. 


cially, your Reputation will be ſecure ; 
but in indifferent Matters, by which I 
mean Objects neither incompatible with 
Truth, nor Reaſon; the Caſe is far dif- 
ferent. You muſt endeavour to ſtrike 
out into a new, and unbeaten Path. Men 
are generally pleaſed with what ſurprizes 
them, and *tis Singularity alone can pro- 

= duce 


leſs acquainted with Women; a Know- 


ledge, which is very neceſſary indeed, 
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duce that Effect. You cannot, there- 
fore, be too ſingular; that is, your Me- 


thod of acting cannot be too detach'd 


from that of the reſt of Mankind. Nor 
is this true only in Practice; 'tis as true in 
Speculation; as one by- path ſtruck out by 
ourſelves, will gain us more Reputation, 
than any Thing that may ariſe from our 
having travelled in the ſame Road with 
other People, for a long Space of Time. 


Mrs. Saxby and her Son, were highly 


pleaſed with what the Clergyman had 
been juſt ſaying. Mrs. Barton was the 
only Perſon that ſaid nothing on that Oc- 


caſion. Her ſilence was to me a great 


Proof of her extreme Delicacy. Miſs 
Saxby, for I could hardly as yet bring 
myſelf to call her by any other Name, 
perceived, as well as myſelf, how much ſhe 


had been upon the Reſerve. She went 


up to her immediately, and defired ſhe 


might be favoured with the Pleaſure of 


her Acquaintance : Mrs. Barton embrac- 
ed her very cordially, and nolitely told 


her, that the Pleaſure would be entirely 


her's, and that in Return, ſhe ſhould be 
extremely proud of her Friendſhip and 
Eſteem. . As for me, I ſeemed to be 


quite excluded, when my generous Guide, 


who delighted to be beforchand, it poſ- 
5 üble 
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ſible with my very Thoughts, and In- 
tentions, told Miſs Saxby that we had all 
three entered into Friendſhip with each 
other ; that the Bond ought to be ſealed 
by all; and accordingly ſhe got up, and 
embraced me. My Inconſtant Miſtreſs did 
the ſame; but not without evident Marks 
of Confuſion. The Clergyman led Mrs, 
Saxby out of the Room, who were followed 
by Mrs. Barton, in order to give me an 
Opportunity of talking with the Bride. 

When we entered the dining Room, we 
were ſaluted by nine or ten others, who 
loaded us with Compliments, the Man- 
ner of which it ſeems had not been ſo 
much ſtudied, as the fulſom Matter of 
them. I was almoſt always in Mrs. Bar- 
ton's Company, and overcame myſelf ſo 
far at laſt, as to put on ſome Appearance 
of Chearfulneſs. They would fain have 
had us continue with them ſome Days. 
But I was too diffident of myſelf, to 
think I could holdin this Humour long. 

I communicated my Fears to the good 
Clergyman, who was convinced of the 
Reaſonableneſs of what I had ſaid. I 
pretended to the reſt of the Company, 
that ſome very urgent Buſineſs required 
our immediate Departure. Accordingly, 
on the Morrow, we ſet out for our Re- 
turn, 
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turn; nd on our way, took a View of 


many Gentleman's Seats, that lay a little 
out of our Road, as well to amuſe our- 


ſelves, as becauſe Mrs. Barton thought 
it too ſoon yet to return to London. 


The 3 Manner in which we 


| ſpent three or four Days on the Road, 


= ſome Intermiſſion indeed to my 
Melancholy; and at the End of that 


Time I arrived at London, leſs perplexed, 


indeed, but more melancholy than when 
I went out of it. But at laſt, my Reaſon 
got the better; or to ſay the Truth more 
exactly, one Paſſion drove out another. 
T lay under innumerable Obligations to 


Mrs. Barton, and yet ſhe behaved as if 


the was the Perſon that was obliged. I 
ſoon became convinced what ill Returns 
I had made to ſuch exemplary Goodneſs, 
and reſolved to mend my Behaviour in 
that particular Inſtance for the Time to 
come. I therefore appeared extremely 
aſſiduous and careful of her; which ſhe 
looked on rather as an Effect of my Gra- 
titude, than as the Sign of my Love. 
She was not, perhaps, miſtaken in this, 


at leaſt, not at firſt. I aſſured her of the 


contrary, and found it no difficult Mat- 
ter to perſuade her of it. But at length 
oy OP talking about Love, I at 
laſt, 


* — TOS, - ef - > = 
* * * 


Tzus Harviness. * 


laſt, caught the Infection. Yet i it. was 4 
very difterentPaſſion from that, which I 


had formerly entertained for Miſs Saxby. 


That, which was as reſpectful, as it was 


tender, was more of the Platonick Kind, 
induſtriouſly avoiding to give the leaſt 


© Suſpicionof any paſſionate Deſire; where- 


as this, on the contrary, diſcovered itſelf, 


and indeed ſeemed entirely to be found- 


ed, on the Liberties which it took. I was 
as violent in the one, as I had been baſh» 
ful and backward in the other; and be- 


ing more violent as I found little Reſi- 
ſtance, I had ſcarce obtained one Favour, 


before grew impatient of another. Thus, 
ſometimes by entreaties, ſometimes by 
Paſſion, but always by ſucceeding, I by 
little and little, removed the Difficulties 
that ſeemed to ſtand in the Way of my 
Happineſs. At laſt, Imade a very fortunate 
Diſcovery, and found that my Intreaties 
were not ſo ſucceſsful as my Storms, if 
I may ſo call them, and that an Aſſault, 
againſt which only a weak Defence would 
be made, was likely to be of much more 
Effect, than waiting till milder Methods 
could have Time to work in my Favour. 
] even invented in my own Mind (for 
Love is ever ingenious) an Excuſe for 
her. I perceived that ſhe might lay the 
blame 
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blame on her being ſurprized; whereas, 


had ſhe coolly given herſelf up to me, 


there could have been no Excuſe made 
for her, as it would then rather have 
ſeemed the Effect of riotous Luſt, than 
proceeding from unguarded Love. 
Scarce had I framed this Excuſe in my 
Mind, when I reſolved to give her an 
immediate Opportunity for the making 
Uſe of it. I pretended to her that I had 
got a violent Head-ach, and ſhe would 
not ſuffer me to ſtir out. We dined to- 
ther in her Room ; ſhe was in a very 


beautiful Undreſs. Love was the ſole 


Topick of our Converſation ; and after 
the Bottle had been ſent round ſeveral 
Times, we were inſpired with greater 
Freedom of Thought and Expreſſion, 
than could have been admitted of in our 
cooler Hours, and our Eyes ſeemed to 
ſpeak the amorous Dictates of our Hearts. 


Scarce were we tiſen from Table, when, 


as it were, by mutual Conſent, we each 
of us went to the Couch, that ſtood at the 
further End of the Room. I then pro- 
ceeded to take ſeveral Liberties, which 
had indeed been often taken before, but 


had always been accompanied with Re- 


monſtrances. It is true, indeed, that 


ſhe ſeemed a little diſcompoſed at preſent, 


partly 
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partly owing to the Struggle in her Breaſt 
between Love and Duty; but ſhe reſerved 
her Anger for an Opportunity in which it 
ougght to be, and was much more deſerv- 
edly exerciſed. I ſhall not here enter into 
a Deſcription of the ſeveral Particulars of 
this Encounter, ſince the Ears of my 
nicer Readers may probably be offend- 
ed; and as to ſuch who would take De- 
light in having the whole Tranſaction 
laid before them, I need only refer them 
to thoſe, I had almoſt ſaid, numberleſs 
Books, whole very Deſign ſeems to be the 
putting of Virtue out of Countenance, 
and which may very properly be called, 
Antidotes to Inſtruction. Let it be 
ſufficient then to obſerve, that the Vio- 
lence of Mrs. Barton's Love overcame 
her Reflection, and tho' ſhe acted againſt 
her better Judgement, yet for the "Lime, 
her Reaſon may be ſaid to have continu- 
ed an inactive, uninfluencing Principle. I 
was as happy, as I could with, and tho' 
the Conqueſt had not been difficult, and 
therefore more likely to cloy the ſooner, 
yet at preſent it had the Grace of No- 
velty, and I flattered myſelf that J ſhould 
always retain the Conſtancy, without be- 
ing clogged with the Duty of a Huſband. 
But the Caſe was far otherwiſe with Mrs. 
. 2 Barion, 
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Barton. She relapſed, if J may ſo ſpeak, 
into her accuſtomed Method of Think- 
ing; and the Action ſhe had been guilty 
of was too notoriouſly blameable to be 
excuſed. It was difficult even to be pal- 
liated by the moſt favourable Self-Love. 
She ſoon, therefore, betrayed Signs of the 
utmoſt Uneaſineſs; on the one Hand, 
ſhe was drowned in Tears at the very 
Remembrance of herFolly, and imagined 
that ſhe had not made enough Reſiſtance 
at firſt, which-was the Reaſon of mypro- 
ceeding afterwards to take greater Li- 
berties ; on the other, ſhe comforted her- 
ſelf with Reflexions, that ſhe had been 
taken unawares, and that her Ruin was 
not ſo much owing to her Weakneſs, as 
my Violence. This Conſideration re- 
vived her, and finding that I paid no 
more Regard to her Tears than I had be- 
fore done to her Anger, ſhe became more 
compoſed. 

From that Time we lived together in 
the moſt agreeable Manner. Mrs. Bar- 
ton was continually contriving Parties of 
Pleaſure for my Entertainment. Balls, 
Plays, Maſquerades, and Ridottos, en- 
gaged our Attention in their ſeveral Sea- 

ſons. Thus living in a continual Round 


of Amuſements, ſhe made me forget 
Miſs 
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TRUE HAPPINESS. 73 
Miſs Saxby, and by that Means but too 
literally fulfilled the Promiſe ſhe had made 
to my Relations. I was ſo far from being 
cloy'd with my eaſy Conqueſt, that every 
Day ſeemed to bring freſh Pleaſures along 
with it ; and in order oftentimes to raiſe 
our Delights to the utmoſt Pitch of Re- 
finement, we had Recourſe to Abſence. 
For Mrs. Barton was ſo far from expecting 
me toconfine myſelf by being always with 
her, that ſhe inſiſted upon my paying 
my Court to thoſe, who, I had Reaſon to 
think, would be able and willing to be 
of Service to me; and upon my diſcharg- 
ing my Viſits, thoſe Debts to Friend- 
ſhip, which, at the ſame time that they 
improve, enliven the Mind, and hinder 
it from contracting that Moroſeneſs, 
which is almoſt the inſeparable Atten- 
dant on a recluſe and ſedentary Life. 
Lord M=— had made me renew my 
Acquaintance with his Son, who in- 
troduced me to ſeveral others. Beſides 
I had a great Number of Relations of all 
Ages, and Profeſſions; infomuch, that 
without having any ſettled Employment, 
I never found myſelf at a loſs for want 
of having ſomething to do. Mrs. Bar- 


ton ſtaid at Home a good deal, and 


paſſed away her Time either in Reading, 
"2 8 or 


rn 
or in the Diſcharge of the ſeveral Fami- 
ly Duties, which required her Atten- 
dance; and which ſhe, therefore, very 
readily and chearfully engaged in. How- 
ever, the extreme Reſerve with which we 
behaved towards each other in Com- 
pany, and the Cautions which we took 
even within Doors, prevented any bo- 
dy from having the leaſt Suſpicions of 
our Correſpondence. *Twas true indeed, 
that at firſt, this Reſerve ſat aukwardly 
enough upon both of us; but we amply 
compenſated this trivial Irkſomeneſs, by 
.the Freedoms which we made uſe of 
when in private. I made uſe of a Stra- 
tagem to prolong my Stay at Mrs. Bar- 
Zon's Houſe. As ſoon as the Damage 
which the late Fire had occaſioned in my 
Apartment was repaired, I deſired my 
Father to let ſome Alterations be made 
in it, in order to render it more conve- 
nient for me. He approved of my Pro- 
poſal, and accordingly I ſet ſome Work- 
men about it; but as they are naturally 
very ſlow, and I was not very ſollicitous 
how long they were, I by this Means gained 
Time and protracted the evil Day, in which 
I was to be ſeparated from Mrs. Barton. 
I had lodged in her Houſe about half 
a Year, when one Day ſhe was invited 
to a Neighbour's Wedding. Mr. Pow:s, 
| an 
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an Apothecary, who was worth a conſi- 
derable Sum of Money, had two Daugh- 
ters; one of whom he was going to diſ- 
poſe of in Marriage to an Attorney in 
good Buſineſs. As I was not at all 
acquainted with him, or any of his Fa- 
mily, he had not invited me. This was 
a ſufficient Reaſon for Mrs. Barton's de- 
ſiring to be excuſed. However, as we 
heard there was to be a Ball, ſhe was re- 
ſolved to lay hold of the Opportunity of 
entertaining herſelf and me at the Apo- 
thecary's Expence. Mrs. Barton had 
loſt her Huſband much about the ſame 
time that Mr. Powis had been left a 
Widower. He had had it in his Thoughts 
to take Mrs. Barton in her room, in or- 
der to manage his Family Affairs, which 
were not very likely to be improved un- 
derthe Inſpection of his Daughters, whoſe 
Notions were more enlarged, than the 
old Gentleman's Pocket could afford. 
He had not however been able to bring 
this about, and being vexed at the Diſ- 
appointment, he. ſhut himſelf up, and 
devoted his whole Time and Thoughts to 
his Buſineſs, and the Encreaſing of his 
Fortune. What Mrs. Barton, therefore, 
propoſed, was to make a fecond Con- 
queſt of Mr. Poris, but to diſguiſe her- 
$416: E 3 ſelf 


78 TRUE MERTy, 
ſelf in fuch a Manner, as not to be 
known by him. She defired I would 
conduct her thither. Tho” I was not 
very fond of accompanying her, yet as 
ſhe ſeemed ſo intent upon it, I thought 
myſelf obliged to comply with her Incli- 
nations. In order to hinder him from 
knowing her, ſhe put over her Hair a 
black Periwig, and rubbed her Eye- 
brows with ſome black Paint, and we 
both put on Venetian Dreſſes, which ve- 
ry effectually diſguiſed us. 
The Company, tho' extremely large, 
conſifted of People of Faſhion. The 
Richneſs of our Dreſſes attracted the Eyes 
of the whole Room, and was made uſe 
of as a Diſtinction to find us out the reſt 
of the Evening. But if this was the 
Caſe with me, how much more was it ſo 
with Mrs. Barton, whoſe fine Shape and 
regular Features attracted the Envy and. 
Admiration of the whole Aſſembly ? Mr. 
Powis, whom Mrs. Barton had accoſted 
in a feigned Voice upon her firſt entering 
into the Room, was continually follow- 
ing her. After we had danced ſome time, 
we made an Offer of retiring ; but Miſs. 
Powis, by her Father's Direction, inſiſted 
upon our Staying. This was juſt what 
Mrs. Barton deſired, who was fo ſuffici- 
| ently 
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ently diſguiſed by her Dreſs, that it was 
almoſt impoſſible for them to find her 
out. The whole Company by this time 
had unmaſked, when I did not fee among 
them a ſingle Perſon of my Acquaintance. 
However, we ſuffered ourſelves to be en- 
treated a great while, before we conde- 
ſcended to be prevailed upon, and Mrs. 
Barton went ſo far as to pretend, that it 
was chiefly upon Mr. Powis's Account 
that ſhe ſtayed. 5 
Her Complexion was heightened by 
the Contraſt of falſe Hair, that was of a 
deep Black, which, added together with 
her Eye-brows of the ſame Colour, was 
no ſmall Addition to the Comelineſs of 
her Perſon. In ſhort, the whole Aſſem- 
bly were in Raptures with her. Mr. 
Poewis ſeemed particularly ſtruck with her 
Appearance, and as a Proof of it, hardly 
ſtirred from her, during the whole Even- 
ing. The more attentively I viewed Mr, 
 Powis, the leſs was I ſurprized, that Mrs. 
Barton had not accepted of him for her 
Huſband ; for with reſpect to his Per- 
ſon, ſurely no Man ever made fo auk- 
ward and uncouth an Appearance. He 
looked exactly like a wired Skeleton, 
to which the leaſt Motion ſeemed to 
threaten Diſſolution. His Head, which 
© 4 | was 
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was raiſed half a Foot above one Shout- 
der, ſeemed to be faſtened on the other, 
which, as it were, tired with the continual 
Weight that overpowered it, had widened 
itſelf into an oval Form, in order to get 
Jome Relief. His Complexion, which 
was naturally of a dingy Brown, was 
ſcarce perceiveable, by reaſon of the Black 
Beard that overſpread, or at leaſt over- 
ſhadow'd his whole Countenance. His 
Eyes were exceeding large, and fiery, and 
might have been miſtaken for two Fur- 
naces, had they not been moderated by 
two branching Eye-brows, thro' which, 
as thro* a Cloud, his Eyeballs ſhot fiery 
Glances, even at the Time, when he 
intended to expreſs the molt Softneſs; 
but, by the paſſing thro? that thick Buſh, 
had loſt their Force conſiderably. His 


Forehead, tho* ſcarcely two fingers in 


Breadth, was covered with Wrinkles. 
His Noſe was of an immoderate Length, 


and there was no knowing where it would 


have ended, had it not been for his Eye- 
Þrows, and upper Lip, which ſeemed in- 
deed to confine it, altho* his Lip was 
conſiderably turned up, probably on pur- 
pole to expoſe to view the Whiteneſs of 
his Gums, which however had been with- 


out any Teeth in them for ſome Years. 
| The 
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The under Lip ſeemed to be continually 
aiming to touch the upper one; but his 
Mouth was ſuch a wide Gulph between, 
as rendered its utmoſt PN 
ineffectual. The only Advantage i 
ever gain'd was, its hiding his un- 
der Jaw ſo totally, that whenever he 
laughed, which was but ſeldom, you 
could not ſee his Gums. To all which 
Maſter-Pieceof Nature was added a Chin, 
which was ſo picked, that it made his 
Face terminate in a Point. In order to 
encreaſe the Bulk of his Appearance, and 
to take off from the Slenderneſs of his 
Make, Mr. Powis uſually wore a long 
flowing Periwig; the Tails of which, 
when he went to fit down, he always 
folded up, juſt as any Body elſe would 
take hold of the Folds of their Cloaths. 
I remember very well obſerving that the 
Tails reached to the third Button of his 
Coat, below the Waſte. His Gait was of 
a piece with all the reſt, and his u 
Addreſs ſo exceedingly diſagrecable, 
is even the fineſt Compliment f feemed 
harſh, and the Effect of Sullenneſs, when 
coming trom him. _ As he was naturally 
of a lively Diſpoſition, that was the on- 
ly Qualification, that rendered him even 
ſupportable in Company. Beſides 1 
„ this, 
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this, he had got a Cuſtom of coming; 
cloſe up to the Perſon he was ſpeaking to: 
So that his Mouth, which was continu- 
ally wide open, exhaled no very agree- 


able Perfume, mix'd with the Smell of 


Tobacco, which he was perpetually chew- 
. | 

I quitted Mrs. Barton, that I might not 
ſtand in Mr. Powrs's way, and, after hav- 
ing caſt my Eyes over the ſeveral Ladies 


in Company, at laſt went and placed 


myſelf near the youngeſt Miſs Pow7s, 
whom, by way of Amuſement to myſelf, 
I entertained with all that Common- 
Place Gallantry, which, tho' highly im- 
proper in private Company, is yet ſuffi- 
ciently authorized by the Freedoms uſual- 
ly taken in Publick Places of Reſort. 
The Anſwers ſhe made were full of Spi- 
rit, and at the ſame time gave me no 
mean Opinion of her Underſtanding. An 
elderly Man, who was continually dog- 
ging us from Place to Place, feemed to 
be very uneaſy at our cloſe Converſation. 
J was reſolved to continue it, and ac- 
cordingly made uſe of all the Methods 
J could contrive to encreaſe his Uneaſi- 
nefs. Miſs Powrs immediately perceived 
my Intention, and favoured it. I pre- 
tended to whiſper ſomething very earneſt- 


ly 
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ly to her. She took the Hint, and 
affected to anſwer me in the ſame 
way; while in reality we were only 
diſcourſing upon mere Trifles. As we 
were amuſing ourſelves in this manner, 
Mr. Powtrs came up to his Daughter, and 
ſpoke to her. I immediately ſuſpected 
that he had taken Offence at my being 
too familiar with her, and therefore with- 
drew; upon which Miſs Powers followed 
me. I then thought that ſhe had been 
directed to enquire of me who Mrs. Bar- 
ton was; nor was I miſtaken in my Opi- 
nion. She made ule of all the Art ſhe 
was Miſtreſs of to be ſatisfied ; but TI 
ſtill made ſhift to evade giving her any 
direct Anſwer. However, I muſt own, 
I never was fo uneaſy at being obliged 
to keep a Secret from any one, as I telt 
myſelf at that time: So great an Aſ- 
cendant had Miſs Powzs already got over 
me, the Effects of which I now began to 
be ſenſible of. 
As it grew very late, Mrs. Barton was 
willing to flip out without being per- 
ceived by Mr. Powis, and for fear of be- 
ing dogged, we ſtopped at a neighbour- 
ing Coffee-houſe. Mrs. Barton, who was 
very hot with dancing, caught cold on 
coming into the Air fo fuddenly ; and 
| the 
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the next Morning ſhe was attacked with 
a violent Fit of the Cholick. I teſtifyed 
the utmoſt Concern on this Occaſion ; 
but either ſhe was unwilling to alarm me, 
or, being naturally of a ſtrong Conſtitu- 
tion, ſhe made very light of the Diſorder, 
and laughed at me for my groundleſs Fears, 
as ſhe termed them. The next Day, how- 
ever, ſhe grew much worſe; upon which I 
immediately called in a Phyſician, who 
preſcribed all he could think of for her 
Relief, but without any Effect; for an 
Abceſs was formed in her Side, which 
carried her off on the ſixth Day. 

This unfortunate Accident ſhocked 3 
me exceedingly, and I immediately went 
Home, where I ſtaid ſeveral Days, with- - 
out ſeeing, or being ſeen by any body. 
I was ſurprized to find that ſhe had made 
me her ſole Heir, and Executor. *Tis 
true indeed that I knew ſhe had made a 

Will, and, from ſome Hints that ſhe had 
dropped in her laſt Illneſs, I concluded 
that ſhe had remembred me, but never 
imagined that ſhe would have left away 
the Whole from her Relations, to give it 
to me. Mrs. Powis's Daughters were 
the Heirs at Law, which I was informed 
of by the Lawyer that had married the 


eldeſt, He, being atraid that he ſhould 
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be involved in a Law-Suit, the Event of 
which his Experience convinced him was 
very uncertain, propoſed an Accommo- 
dation to me; in order to induce me to 
which, he made uſe of every Argument 
he could think of; nay, farther offered 
me a third, if I would give up the other 
two Parts to the Miſs Pomis's. Without 
giving them any further Trouble, I was 
reſolved to act in the Affair like a Man 
of Honour; and accordingly ſent to the 
Lawyer, and deſired him to come to 
me, which he did. After having intro- 
duced what he had to ſay, with the ex- 
treme Averſion that he had in general to 
going to Law, and throwing out every 
now and then an obſcure Hint, that did 
not redound to the Honour of the De- 
ceaſed ſo much as I could nave wiſhed. 
he concluded, by laying before me the 
Invalidity of the Will, as ſhe had no 
Power to make one, and the Juſtice of 
his Pretenſions, as being Heir at Law in 
Right of his Wife. Of the Truth of this 
Aſſertion I was as fully convinced as him- 
ſelf; and even tho' I might have ſtood a 
Trial, yet as I was conſcious that I had 
no Right to what ſhe had left me, and as 
I was ever of Opinion that a Man of 
Honour cannot connive at Injuſtice, I 

| | imme- 
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immediately, by an irrevocable Deed, 
t the Whole Fortune into his Hands, to 
be equally divided among the Siſters, re- 
ferving, however, the Picture of Mrs. 
Barton ſet in Diamonds. 
Mr. Powis came the next Morning, 
accompanied by his Son in Law, and 
thanked me in Form. They made me a 
Preſent of ſeveral Trinkets which had be- 
| longed to the Deceaſed; and, among 
others, of a very fine Ring. I thought 
J could do no leſs than return their Viſit, 
and accordingly went, and paid my Reſ- 
pects to Mr. Powrs firſt, who preſſed me 
extremely to come and ſee him often 
thought too that Miſs Powzs's Eyes ſeem- i 
ed to expreſs the ſame Deſire. But that, I 
thought, might proceed rather from my 
earneſt Wiſh that it was ſo, than that they 
did in Reality. I promiſed I would fre- 
quently make uſe of this kind Invitation; 
nor was I worſe than my Word. I ſaw the i 
Father bur very ſeldom, by the Precau- 
tions I ſoon took of ſuiting my Viſits ra- 
ther to the Daughter's Conveniency, than 
to his. | | 
The oftener I ſaw Mifs Porvis, the more 
attentively I confidered her Temper and 
Behaviour ; but was at a loſs more and 
more, every time, how to account for — 
| 0 


— 


— 


* — ont 


ff 
* il 
＋ 

ns 

- BW} 
i; 

i "8 
. 
Sh 

| I G 
ny 

28] 1 
144 
* 

* + By 
2 
. 

[3 + 

WEE 4 
Ki 

w_ 
i 

\ 4 

5 

i 

77 = 

„ 

1 
Na 
11 
»4 
Os 
'vJ 
i 
10 


* [5 
1 1 
een 
1 
bn ' 
; I; 
+ . Ranks 
75 
1 id}; 
Lo ith 
$345 
R C 
| 1 


7 I * 
a 


TRUE HAPPIVESS. 87 
odd Mixture, of which both were com- 
poſed. Tho' ſhe wanted neither Senſe, 
nor Spirit, ſhe oftentimes acted as if ſhe 
had neither. So poſitive was ſhe in her 
Opinion, that it was impoſſible to con- 
vince her of the Error of even the moſt 
abſurd Tenet, if ſhe had ever been once 
prejudiced in Favour of it. Whoever 
openly contradicted her, forfeited her 
Eſteem for ever. Her Paſſion was ſcarce 
equall'd by any Thing, but her Obſti- 
nacy. For even her Father was not able 
to compoſe her; nor did the Duty, that 
ſhe owed him, reſtrain her from honour- 
ing him with thoſe injurious Epithets, 
which ſhe ſo liberally beſtowed upon eve- 
ry body elſe, without any Diſtinction, in 
her Fury. Upon theſe Occaſions, her 
Voice became hoarſe, her Complexion 
fiery, and ſhe fwelled under the Throat 
ſo ſurpriſingly, that you would think 
every Moment, hey Veins were going 
to burſt. She was no more herſelf ſenſible 
of this Alteration at thoſe Times, than 
other People were of her being Miſs Pois: 
So remarkable a Difference was there in 
her Appearance when calm, and when in 
a Paſſion : except at which Times, ſhe 
was a very handſome Girl. | 

Tho” her Shape was not exquiſite, that 
was abundantly compenſated by her 
gentee] 
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genteel Air. Tho? her Features were 
not regular, her Complexion was deli- 
cate to the laſt Degree. Her Face had 
altogether a very ſenſible, and expreſſive 
Look; and her Eyes, which were re— 
markably fine, ſeemed to command the 
Homage which they deſerved. Beſides 
theſe natural Advantages, ſhe had the 
Offer of ſeveral conſiderable Matches. 
Many, perhaps, more influenced by the 
Largeneſs of her Fortune, than the Ex- 
quiſiteneſs of her Beauty, had already 
made Propoſals to her Father, who 
ſeemed to approve the moft of Mr. 
Hargrave, who had been ſuddenly raiſ- 
ed from a mean Station, by his obtain- 
ing a large Eſtate left him by a diſtant 
Relation. This was the Man whom 1 
before mentioned as eying us ſo atten- 
tively at the Ball, and who had followed 
us the whole Evening. 

Whenever I was alone with Mils 
Powis, I was continually talking to her 
of the exceſſive Love ſhe had inſpired me 
with. At firſt ſhe paid but little Re- 


gard to what I faid, and, indeed, I looked 


upon it myſelf rather as the Effect of a 
ſudden Paſſion, than of cool Delibera- 
tion: Yet, in a little time, I became 
very thoughtful; and that Life, and 

Spirit, 


TRUE HAPPHINTESS. 89 
Spirit, which is generally the Sign of a 
Mind entirely diſengaged, and unem- 
baraſſed, now quite left me. Miſs Poros 
ſoon perceived it, and attributed it in 
her own Mind to the Power of Love. 
I was ſenſible that I had gone too far to 
be able to go back, had I deſired it ever 
ſo much; and therefore I aſſured her 
that, as I could not live any longer with- 
out her, I was determined to make Pro- 
poſals to her Father, provided ſhe fa- 
voured me with her Conſent. She, upon 
this, commanded me not to think of any 

ſuch Thing, at leaſt not at preſent ; that 
ſhe would reward my Conſtancy, when 
ſhe thought I had ſufficiently deſerved 
it. I paid an implicit Obedience to her 
Commands, tho' I was entirely ignorant 
of what ſhe intended to do. In the mean 
Time, I courted her with as much Aſſi- 
duity as ever, and followed her the more 
cloſely, as I was in continual Hopes of 
prevailing with her to comply with my 
Requeſt, Some Months paſſed over in 
this manner, and I was thinking that I 
was then no forwarder than I had been 
the firſt Day, and therefore was leſs 
cautious in my Behaviour ; when one 
Evening, her Father ſet out for his Coun- 
try Houſe, to ſpend two or three Days 
| 3 there. 
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there. This the Daughter informed me 


of, and added, that ſhe intended to take 
on 8 portunity to finiſh the Reading of 

ſhe had begun, and therefore 
— ſtay in her Room, and not ſee any 
one till her Father's Return. I begged 
that I might be made an Exception to 
the general Rule, which ſhe had laid 


don; and after much Entreaty pre- 


vailed on her to permit me to viſit her 
in the Evening. This was too favoura- 
ble a Circumſtance for me not to be 
punctual to my Time. Accordingly ſhe 
ordered me to tollow her into her Room, 
which, tho' it might appear extraord1- 
nary in any Body elſe, was not at all ſo 
in her, conſidering the Circumſtances in 
which we had been always together. Nay 
had ſhe gone even farther, nothing could 
have been ſaid reflecting on her Character, 
or that was inconſiſtent with the niceſt 


Punctilio, of which the Sequel will be 


an undoubted Proof. I followed her; 


but was much perplexed, being at a 


Loſs to know what ſhe could have to 


fay to me, and ſtill more at a Loſs how 


I ſhould be able to anſwer her. She 
looked at me for ſome Time very atten- 
tively ; and at laſt, you may think it 


"ey odd, Sir, ſaid ſhe, that I ſhould 
deſire 
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deſire you to come to an Explanation. 
Do you mean me, Madam, ſaid 171 1 
you, Sir, replied ſhe, your Behaviour 
lately has ſurprized me extremely. In- 
deed I have been examining my own 
Conduct, to ſee if there had been any 
Thing blameable in that; and this, with 
a View of juſtifying you to myſelf, if 
poſſible. But, upon the molt exact En- 
quiry, I cannot find myſelt in Fault, 
even in the leaſt Particular. However, 
perhaps, I may be miſtaken, and in- 

deed I hope for your ſake, that I am, 
Let me hear it you have any Thing to 
lay to my Charge, which may excuſe, 
or at leaſt extenuate, that Coldneſs which. 
has been but too viſible in your Behavi- 
our of late towards me. Madam, ſaid 
I, you ſurpize me exceedingly. I have 
always thought myſelf extremely re- 
ſpectful. Indeed I ſhould be very much 
concerned and uneaſy, were I conſcious. 
that 1 had been at all wanting in Teſ- 
timonies of that Eſteem and Friendſhip, 
which you have hitherto permitted me 
to entertain for you. Theſe are fine 
Words, replied ſhe; and, could I be 
contented with bare Profeſſions, I own 
I ſhould not have any Reaſon to com- 
plain of you; but tis your Behaviour 
— that 
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that J am ſo diſſatisfied with. For theſe 
laſt four or five Days, you have ſcarce 
taken any Notice of me. However, I 
am glad to find that you have had Re- 
courſe to the denying, inſtead of juſtifi- 
ing, what you have done; which would 
have highly aggravated your Miſcon- 
duct. What I deſire, however, at pre- 


ſent is, that you would tell me for 


what Reaſon you have behaved thus. 
Is it the Effect of Humour, and Caprice? 
Or, does it proceed from your having 
any Reaſon to complain of me firſt ? 
Notwithſtanding your Youth, I flattered 
myſelf that you had not the Inconſtancy 
peculiar to People of your Time of Lite, 
and therefore I have not, hitherto, con- 
fidered you ſo much as a young Man, 
as I have one on whom I could depend, 


and whom I was willing to be of Service 


to. I am afraid you are not ſenſible 
enough of the Confidence I have put in 
you. If you are not ſatisfied with my 
Manner of Behaving to you, pray in- 
form me in what Particulars you would 
deſire to have it altered. And tell me 
what is the Reaſon you have ſo induſtri- 
ouſly avoided me theſe three or four 
Days; or why, when we have found 


ourſeives together accidentally, you have 
betrayed 


7 
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betrayed ſuch evident Signs of Uneaſi- 
neſs? 

How can I, Madam, ſaid I, make 
any Anſwer to Accuſations of which I 
am conſcious I am not guilty ? "Tho? 
indeed I have lately ſeemed to avoid you, 
you are not unacquainted with the Rea- 
ſon of my fo doing. In all the Actions 
of Life, Men uſually make a Progreſs 
anſwerable to the Encouragement they 
have received. How far I have been 
able to proceed, as influenced by this 
Motive, I leave to yourſelf to determine. 
If, therefore, whenever I have been with 
you, I have been leſs forward to renew 
the old Topic of Converſation, it has 
proceeded from an Experience, as I 
thought, that the Subject itſelf, and con- 
ſequently every Thing that could be ſaid 
upon it, was diſagreeable to you. Very 
true, replied ſhe, but altho* this was a 
Reaſon for your dropping that particular 
Sort of Converſation, it could be none 
for your remaining entirely ſilent. I 
have, indeed, been very angry, but that 
more upon your Account, than my own; 
ſince I appeared to you to put you upon 
a Footing of ſaying Things, which you 
were very certain could not but diſpleaſe 
me, 


Upon 
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Upon this I interrupted her, and ſaid, 
Madam, I have now diſcovered the 
Cauſe of your Reſentment, and could 
never have imagined that you would 
have imputed what I ſaid as a Crime to 
me. Your appearing handſome to me, 
and conſequently your making ſome 
Impreſſions on me, can be no new 'Thing 
ſurely to you. You ought, therefore, 
to have paſſed by what T had ſaid, or 
looked upon it in the Light it deſerved, 
as proceeding from the utmoſt Reſpect, 
as well as Affection. I no longer com- 
lain, replied ſhe, of what you have 
Rid J have already made ſufficient 
Anſwers to it. It was but of little Con- 
ſequence to me that you declared you 
was in Love; nor was my Heart in ſuch 
ap Danger, that Severity was neceſ- 
y for its Defence. It is not impoſſi- 
ble, but that without having any ſettled 
Reſolution of pleaſing me, nay even 
without my being able to pleaſe you, 
you might be willing to make me be- 
lieve that you was in Love with me. 
Such Declarations are often made to 
Women to hinder a worſe Conſtruction 
being put upon Men's Words, and 
Actions, or elſe in order to accuſtom 


themſelves, as being Novices in the Pro- 
feſſion, 
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feſNon, to ſay, nay even to ſwear the 


= moſt conſtant Attachment, without ever 


really _— a Syllable of it. This 
Part of your Behaviour, then, has been 
conformable to Cuſtom ; which how- 
ever ridiculous and abſurd, is but -too 
generally followed. *Tis not then with 
your Diſcourſe that I am ſo much diſ- 

leaſed ; for even ſuppoſing you ſhould 

e ſincere in your Profeſſions, I ſhould 
not be at all angry with you upon that 
Account. But what is the Reaſon, that, 


ſince you have made this Declaration, 


your Behaviour is altered? Had you 
any Right to expect the ſame Confeſſion 
from me ? Or think you, that, ſuppoſing 
you had inſpired me with the moſt vio» 
lent Paſſion, that my Heart could have 
been brought to an immediate Acknow- 
ledgement of it ? Could you expect that 
I ſhould precipitately hurry on, in one 
of the moſt important Tranſactions of 
Life? Yes; theſe were your Expecta- 
tions. You imagined that your only 
Buſineſs was to ſpeak, and the Thing 
would be done. You flattered yourſelf 
that I was already ſo impatient, that I 


waited only for your Declaration to in- 


form you of the ſame. But pray, Sir, 
what Part of my Conduct could give 
| you 
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you Reaſon to hope any ſuch Thing ? 


But you do not love me; nay, perhaps, 
never did love me; for did you, you 


could never entertain Thoughts that 
were ſo much to my Diſadvantage. You 
could never have ſuppoſed me capable 
of ſo low an Artifice. And had it been 
really Love that had taken Poſſeſſion of 
your Heart, you would never have been 
ſo deſirous of avoiding me, as I frequent- 
ly perceived you was: For my Com- 
pany, however it might have rendered you 
unhappy, would have been eagerly ſought 
after. You would never have had ſuf- 
ficient Reſolution to have confined your- 
ſelf to an Abſence, which I had not en- 
joined you. Indeed, Sir, theſe are ſtrong 


Preſumptions, that you never was in 


the Situation you pretended to be in; 
nor was your Bchaviour a likely Means 
to engage my Affections. You may, 
perhaps, urge in your Behalf, that you 
are fo unaccuſtomed to that Paſſion, 
that it is no Wonder if your Behaviour 
ſhould be extraordinary at firſt. This, 


| however, is but a frivolous Excuſe. For 


true Love, as it is not founded on, ſo 
neither does it require Artifice for its 
Support. Be aſſured that it is a con- 
tinual working Principle within us; 

not 
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not led, but leading us according to its 
own Fancy. Lovers, 'tis true, are often 
in the wrong; but then their Miſcon- 
duct proceeds rather from the Violence, 
than the Calmneſs of their Paſſions. Had 
you loved me, your Tranſgreſſions would 
have been of the ſame Kind likewiſe; 
and I ſhould not have had any Reaſon 
to complain of that Coldneſs and Ne- 
gligence, which 1s but too juſtly laid to 
your Charge. 

At length, Madam, ſaid I, by diſ- 
covering the Cauſe of your Complaint, 
doubt not but I am able to juſtify my- 
felf. Conſider the great Reſervedneſs, 
which you have always put on before 
me, and which would have retarded, and 
indeed has retarded my Addreſſes. Well 
then, ſaid ſhe, but much milder than be- 
fore, let us not diſpute about which of 
us two is moſt in the wrong. There is 
nothing that I am more deſirous of, than 
the coming to an Explanation; nay, I 
will pardon you, and forget that you 
ever ſaid you loved me. Alas! Ma- 
dam, ſaid I, moved by what ſhe had 
been juſt ſaying, how cruel even is your 
Kindneſs ? You think that you are con- 
ferring an Obligation on me, while in 
Effect you are taking the ſureſt Step to 

VoL. I. F make 
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make me miſerable. You ſay, you will 


forget that I ever loved you: Endea- 
vour then, Madam, I beſeech you to 
make me forget it too. Are you, can 
you be ſlill inſenſible of the Situation 
my Heart is in ? Let me aſſure you of 
the ſincereſt Love, as well as the moſt 
inviolable Reſpect, with which you, have 
inſpired me. But ſuppoſing, ſaid ſhe, 
that J was more ſatisfied with your Be- 
haviour than I really am, of what Ad- 
vantage would that be to you, and what 
is the End of all theſe Intreaties ? The 
utmoſt of my Ambition, replied, I, is 
that you would believe that I love you; 
that you would permit me, ſometimes, 
to remind you of this Truth, which is 
of the utmoſt Conſequence to me; and 
that I may hope, that ſome Time or 
other, you will favour my Conſtancy. 
Are you then, replied ſhe, ſo deeply in 
Love? And is this Eagerneſs with which 
ou deſire a Return of Affection, un- 
teigned | ? I can only ſay what I have al- 
ready told you more than once. My 
Heart is, at preſent, undiſturbed, and I 
am afraid of diſcompoſiug it, ſhould I 
admit ſo dangerous a Gueſt as Love. 


Yet ] can ſay no more at preſent ; 
1 
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1 defy you even to gueſs at my Inten- 
tions. 

As ſoon as ſhe had ſaid this, ſhe went 
out of the Room; yet not without hav- 
ing firſt given me a Look expreſſive of 
the utmoſt Tenderneſs. Thus, think- 
ing that ſhe had ſufficiently ſtood upon 
Ceremony, ſhe was fully determined to 
reſtrain her Affection no longer. This 
was plain from what ſhe had been juſt 
ſaying to me; and altho' I was a No- 
vice in Affairs of this Kind, yet I was 
not ſo much ſo, as not to perceive, that 
had gained Ground in her Aﬀections. 
Indeed ſhe had not expreſſed herſelf ſo 
fully as I could have wiſhed; but that 
might have proceeded either from the 
being willing to keep me in Suſpenſe, or 
thro' the natural TJimidity of her Sex, 
which are generally much bolder in 
Thought, than Expreſſion. In ſhort, 
the Effect that this Converſation had up- 
on me, was the ſurpriſing, more than 
delighting me; and I had more Reaſon 
to wonder where this Adventure would 
end, than I had to congratulate myſelf 
on my Succeſs ; which ar leaſt was im- 
perfect, and was undoubtedly extremely 
precarious, | 


F 2 As 
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As ſoon as Miſs Potis perceived that 
I was attached in Earneſt to her, ſhe put 
on her uſual Reſerve. She was willing 
to amuſe me with Hopes, that perhaps 
I might ſome Time or other ſucceed, 
and not that I had already met with any 
real Advantage. However, I doubted 
whether I had deceived myſelf, or whe- 
ther I had really made ſome Impreſſion 
upon her. I endeavoured to look out 
for Lodgings that were near her Father's 
Houſe, that I might be near at Hand, 
and fo might have the earlieſt Notice of 
any Rival that might interfere, or take 
the Opportunity of puſhing any Succeſs 
that I might hereafter meet with. But 
in this Point I had no ſmall Difficulties 
to encounter. A ready-furniſhed Lodg- 
ing was indeed what would have ſuited 
me exactly, as being moſt convenient, 
and cheapeſt ; beſides, I might ſtay in 
them as long as I pleaſed, and leave 
them at a . Warning. How- 
ever, the Expence was a main Article to 
be conſidered, by me eſpecially, who 
was ſtinted to a certain Allowance, and 
that too not a very large one. This 
made me ſenſible that I wanted Aſſiſtance 


in this Affair. But here I was puzzled 
| to 
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to whom I ſhould have recourſe; at laſt 
J thought of the following Method. 

Mrs. Hampden, a young Widow, uſed 
very frequently to come to our Houſe. 
She ſeemed to be ſenſible of the Advan- 
tage ariſing from her Situation, and ac- 
cordingly made as much Uſe as ſhe 
.could of it: Her Face was not diſagree- 
able, and her great Vivacity accompa- 
ed with a tolerable Share of Underſtan- 
ding, but above all, her Youth, did not 


fail to draw after her a Number of 


Admirers, whom ſhe pretended to be 
leaſed with, on Account of their Wit. 
I obſerved her frequently looking on me 
with unuſual Attention, but took no 
manner of Notice of it. I acquainted 
Miſs Powrs beforehand, that I intended 
to afford her ſome Entertainment at the 
Widow's Expence. I ſoon laid hold of 
an Opportunity to pay my Addreſſes to 
Mrs. Hampden, as I knew ſhe could be 
of great Service to me in my intended 
Scheme. She was pleaſed at the Notice 
I had taken of her to ſuch a Degree, that 
the never once thought of going till two 
o'Clock in the Morning, which, I ima- 
gined, ſhe would hardly have done then, 
had ſhe not concluded that I would offer 
to ſee her ſafe home. Accordingly I 
#4 did, 
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did, and as I was taking my Leave, 
begged that I might be permitted ſome- 
tinies to viſit her, I waited on her the 
next Morning, and was ſhewn into her 


Drefling Room. I began by paying her 


ſeveral Compliments, and found, in ſhort, 
that my Company ſeemed to be more 
and more agreeable to her every Day. 
J was continually at her Houſe for about 


a Week, and a few Trifles given ſea- 


ſonably, and with Addreſs, turned the 
Scale conſiderably in my Favour. From 
that Time I ſet myſelf to work, in order 
to prevail with her to let Miſs Poris, 


and myſelf, meet at her Houſe, and ac- 


cordingly we all three dined together the 
next Day; nor did I ever fail of being 
favourably received both by the one 
and the other : And in order to have 
more frequent Opportunities of ſeeing 
Miſs Poris, I was continually framing 
Excuſes to Mrs. Hampden. Whether ſhe 
was ſatisfied, or not, juſt at the Time 
I was making them, did not concern me 
much; but whenever Miſs Pow:s was 
obliged to be at Home for two or three 
Days together, which was the Caſe now 


and then, I endeavoured to quiet the 


Widow's Fears. Whether it was owing 


to the Eaſineſs of her Temper, or, which 
is 
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is more likely, to her own good Opinion 
of herſelf, I found it no difficult Matter 
to perſuade her. | 

But while I was thus going on in a 
thoughtleſs Security, I was alarmed one 
Day at ſeeing Miſs Potois extremely me- 
lancholy; which ſurprized me the more, 
as her Diſpoſition in general was the very 
reverſe. I immediately deſired to know 
what was the Reaſon. She anſwered me, 
with Tears in her Eyes, that her Repu- 
tation had already ſuffered ſufficiently ; 
that ſhe was under great Trouble of 
Mind about what the World had ſaid, 
and ſtill would ſay about her Conduct. 
I thought to have put an End to this 
Uncaſineſs of hers, by aſſuring her that, 
if ſhe approved of it, I would make 
Propoſals to her Father immediately, 
I do not doubt, ſaid I, but he will give 
me his Conſent. For altho* my Fortune 


is not indeed equal to yours, yet-at my 


Father's Death, I ſhall have enough to 
enable us to live comfortably, even tho? 
your Portion, which depends chieſly up- 
on your Father's good Will, ſhould not 
be ſo conſiderable as you have Reaſon to 
expect. However, I dare ſay, he loves 
you too well, not to do as handſomely 
by you, as he has by your other Siſter. 

F 4 And 


I = = — = 
9 —— 8 — — 
p — ̃ — > ON . bm = eG. ers R manta YES. RI >> — Je D 
> 9 
* — 2 — — — — — * * ” 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Es Tava Mint 

And ſhould- this be the Caſe, it would 
be in my Power to provide much better 
for you, than I could otherwiſe by buy- 
ing a Place; and you may depend upon 
my Love and Conſtancy : For be aſſured, 


my Happineſs is fo. cloſely connected 


with yours, that without you, I ſhall be 
ever miſerable. If, however, Mr. Pow:s 


ſhould think proper to refuſe me, I will 


endeavour to gain him, by diſcloſing to 
him the Nature of the Engagements be- 
tween us. 

Engagements! Sir, ſaid ſhe, with her 
uſual Vivacity ; pray, how came you to: 
think that any Engagements had ever 
ſubſiſted between us? It is very true in- 
deed that I love you, but I never in- 
rended to make you my Huſband. I do. 
not doubt but my Father, who is ex- 
ceſſively fond of me, upon the leaſt In- 
timation of its. being agreeable to me, 
would accept your Propoſals with Plea- 
ſure. Yet, notwithſtanding this, I charge 
you not to mention a Syllable of this to. 
him; for indeed, could you be ſo treach- 
erous, I would deny it before your Face. 
Mr. Hargrave bas paid his Addreſſes to 
me for ſome Time paſt; and I am de- 
termined to marry 2 as his Fortune 
is as much ſuperior to yours, as your 
Merit exceeds his. But as I have at leaſt 
as, 


mY ; 
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as much Ambition as I have Love, you 
need not be ſurpriſed that I give the 
Preference to his Wealth. Can you 
imagine, I could bear to ſee my Siſter 
rolling about in her Chariot, while I 
walked on Foot, or at beſt made Uſe of 
a Hack? Altho' I am younger than ſhe, 

yet that is the only Point, in which I will 
allow her any Superiority; nay, I am 
in Hopes of riſing above her in the 
World, nor will my Expectations be ſo 
groundleſs, if our Fortunes differ in Pro- 
portion to our Deſerts: And, indeed, I 
have great Reaſon not to deſpair of ſuc- 
ceeding. My Love has not yet blinded 
me ſo far, as to make me ſacrifice all 
theſe Advantages to your Service. In- 
deed, if you lov'd me in the Degree 
that you pretend you do, you would be 
ſo far from being deſirous of marrying 
me, that you would be the firſt to per- 
ſuade me to cloſe with Mr. Hargrave's 
Propoſals. You have the leaſt Reaſon 
of any Body for Complaint ; ſince by 
this Means, my Affection for you will 
not be at all diminiſhed, and you will 
be eaſed of the great Expence, which I 
am ſenſible J have put you to for ſome 
Time paſt. Your Fortune would be 
ſcarce ſufficient to find me in Pin-Money, 
| F5 much 
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much leſs to ſupport us both. What 


then could we do if we had been ſo im- 


prudent as to marry? Love will not 


compenſate for the Want of Meat, 


Drink, and Lodging: Our Affairs would 
be ſoon brought into the utmoſt Con- 
fuſion; you ſhould therefore rather thank, 
than reproach me, for what I am going 
to do. ; | | 

My Readers may perhaps be ſurprized 
at the ſudden Change wrought in Miſs 
Pois. But it will not appear ſo ſtrange, 


if they recolle& her Volatile, and con- 


ſequently, her inconſtant Diſpoſition ; 


. that ſhe was naturally fond of being ad- 


mired, and of appearing in a Taſte much 
ſuperior to what her Father could afford. 


No wonder then, that, when ſo fair an 


Opportunity was offered of improving 
her Fortune, and of gratifying her dar- 


ling Vanity, ſhe eagerly embraced it. 


Love, as long as it flattered her favou- 
rite Paſſion, was indulged ; and it was 


the ſame Principle that influenced her 


Conduct in both Inſtances. Thus the 
Vanity of being thought handſome, and 
agreeable, in Time ſubſided, and gave 
Way to the greater Vanity of ranking 


in a higher Sphere of Life, and out- 


ſhining 
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mining the reſt of her Family and Ac- 
ſuaintance. But to return. 

I was ſo confounded at what IT had 
heard, and felt ſo great a Mixture of 
Shame and Indignation ariſing in my 
Breaſt, that it was ſome Time, before I 
was able to make any Reply. At laſt 
I recovered myſelf, and laid before her 
all that could poſſibly be ſaid in Op- 
poſition to her intended Scheme, but 
without Effect; for her Reſolution was 
as ſingular, as it was raſh and ill-groun- 
ded. I defired her to take ſome Time, 
at leaſt, to conſider of what I had ſaid. 
She promiſed me ſhe would, but owned 
that it was more to oblige me, than that 
ſhe thought there was any Neceſſity of 
doing it, or that ſhe ſhould be at all 
altered by that Means. Nay, ſo far had 
Time been from producing any Altera- 
tion, that when I went to her two Days 
afterwards, I found her more determin- 
ed, it poſſible, than before, to marry 
Mr. Hargrave. Nay, ſhe informed me 
farther, that every Thing was ready, 
and that the was to be married the n-xt 
Day. She then gave me an Account of 
the many rich Suits of Cloaths, that had 
been made a Preſent of to her, and of 
the an Equipage which ſhe was juſt 


going 


108 TRUE MER IT, 

going to beſpeak; inviting me, more 
over, to be an Eye-witneſs of what fhe 
was pleaſed to call, our common Hap- 


pineſs; ſince, altho* ſhe had made a Sa- 


crifice to her Ambition, ſhe had not ſur- 
rendered up her Love. 

I was ſo much out of Humour at her 
having made this Propoſal, that it was. 
with great Difficulty I reſtrained myſelf 
from giving her evident Marks of my 
Contempt. However, I at laſt got the 
better of my rifing Paſſion, and content- 
ed myſelf with telling her very coldly, 
that I wiſhed her more Happineſs than 
ſhe had Conſtancy ; and immediately 
went out without waiting for a Reply. 

I was ſorry afterwards, that I had not. 
given her back her Picture, and ſome 
Letters that I had of hers. I reſolved, 
therefore, to ſend them her the very firſt 
Opportunity. I went immediately from 

iis Powis's to Lord M 's, Whom 
T had not ſeen for ſome Time. He made 
me ſtay Dinner, and as there was a new 
Play to be acted that Evening, inſiſted upon 
my accompanying him thither. After the 
Play, I returned to his Lordſhip's to Sup- 
per; who, as it was pretty late when we 
parted, ſent me Home inhis Coach. About 


two Hours after I had been in Bed, I was 


waked ſuddenly out of my Sleep by my 
| Door's 
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Door's bouncing open. I thought ſome 
Villains had broke into my Room, and 
accordingly took my Piſtols. in my Hand 
immediately, and cried out Thieves! as 
loud as I could. 

You are miſtaken, Sir, replied a hol- 
low Voice, proceeding from a Man very 
well dreſſed, and followed by ſeveral others; 
we are come with a Warrant from the Se- 
cretary's Office to ſeize your Perſon, and 
therefore deſire you will get up and 
go along with us. Surely, ſaid I, you 
are miſtaken, Gentlemen. I am ſure I 
have done nothing, that could expoſe 
me to the being taken into Cuſtody. 
Pray, let me ſee the Warrant; I can ne- 
ver think that T am the Perſon therein 
mentioned. That, ſaid one, you will 
be ſoon convinced of, and at the ſame 
Time gave me a Parchment, wherein 
myſelf and my Lodgings were ſo parti- 
cularly deſcribed, that I could no longer 
doubt of the Truth of what he had ſaid. 
While I was drefling myſelf, I aſked him, 
who had taken out the Warrant againſt 
me ? That you ought to know, replied 
he, much better than I; but ſince I was 
not enjoyned Secrecy in this, Particular, 
and you ought to be informed in a Point 
that concerns you ſo nearly, Miſs Powis 
is 
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is the Perſon at whoſe Suit you are now 
made Priſoner. 

T now concluded what ſevthed not 
unlikely, that Miſs Powrs had altered 
her Opinion with reſpect to her marry- 
ing Mr. Hargrave, and being afraid 
that I would not now accept of her, af- 
ter the abrupt Manner in which I had 
teft her, this Girl, who was perpetually 
running into Extremes, had acted ac- 
cording to the Dictates of her own 
Impetuoſity. 

There was no need, faid. I, to have 
taken ſuch violent Methods to compen- 
ſate any Injury that I have done that 
Lady. I know nothing about it, replied 
the Officer; but tho' I knew the Affair 
ever ſo well, I could not determine it 
either for, or againſt you. He then pro- 
ceeded to ſearch my Room, and having 
taken my Piſtols, made me empty my 
Pockets before him, out of which he 
took Miſs Powis's Picture and Letters, 
which, he ſaid, he did not doubt but 
would be of Service in clearing up the 
Affair. 

As I was going down Stairs, I met my 
Father, who faid ta me in a great Fright, 
What have you done, Child ? Be of good 
Chear, Sir, ſaid I; a filly Girl has cauſed 

| me 
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me to be arreſted through a private 
Pique. 

Ifoundſeveral other Officers below, two 
of whom went into the Coach with me ; 
the others placed themſelves before, or 
behind it. I was confined in the Meſſen- 
ger's Houſe in a little Room exceedingly 
damp and inconvenient. A Bundle of 
Straw, ſurrounded by three Walls, was 
the Bed they deſigned I ſhould lie on; 
and ſcarce had I Time to look about me, 
when they carried away the Candle, I 
longed for Day-break with the utmoſt 
Impatience. The next Day the only 
Perſon I ſaw was my Gaoler, who brought 
me ſomething to eat, juſt to keep me 
from ſtarving. The Victuals were of a 
Piece with the Lodging, and were ſo 
very bad, that I did not feel the leaſt In- 
clination to taſte them. The ſecond 
Morning, pretty early, I was called out 
of my Dungeon, was led into a very 
neat Hall, in which I imagined I was to 
be examined ; nor was I miſtaken in my 
Conjecture. I put on as much Aſſurance 
as I could, addreſſing myſelf to the Juſ- 
tice. Pray what have I done, faid I, that 
J have been treated as one of the greateſt 
Villains upon Earth? J do not pretend 


to deny my having been in Love with 
Miſs 
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Miſs Poris. She need not have trou- 
bled your Worſhip with the Affair, nor 


have expoſed, to the Eyes of the World, 
what has paſſed between us, had ſhe con- 


deſcended to accept of my Offer of Mar- 
riage. This is not the Point in Queſtion, 
replied the Juſtice. What I deſire is, 


that you would make me a direct Anſwer 


to the Queſtions that I ſhall aſk you. 
He then enquired my Name, Age, and 
Situation in Life. How long I had known 
Miſs. Poris? Who gave me that Picture of 
hers that had been | ny in my Poſſeſſion? 
And if I knew Mr. Hargrave ? If I had 


not ſeen Miſs Powis the Evening before 


I was taken up? Whether J had not been 
particularly earneſt with her to break off 
her Match with Mr. Hargrave, and to 
marry me immediately? Jo theſe Queſ- 
tions, I anſwered very particular without 
the leaſt Evaſion : When the Juſtice put- 
ting on a ſterner Countenance, and look- 


ing at me very attentively ; where was 


you, Sir, ſaid he, at Six o'Clock in the 
Evening, the Day before Yeſterday ? At 
the Play, Sir, faid I, of which I am able 
to give you undoubted Proof. By whom? 
replied he. By whom, Sir? faid I, re- 
covering myſelt a little; by my Lord 
M—— and his Son, and ſeveral other 

People 
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People of Faſhion. The Juſtice upon 
this was ſilent for ſome Time; at laſt, 
he ſpoke, but not ſo harſhly as before. 
Either, ſaid he, you muſt have been ac- 
cuſed upon little or no Foundation, or 
elſe you are arrived at the utmoſt Height 
of Aſſurance, in pretending to call upon 
People of Diſtinction for your Character, 
which if they ſhould either refuſe to give, 
or diſown you as their Acquaintance, you 
are moſt undoubtedly ruined. Indeed 
Sir, anſwered I, I am not afraid of that, 
if my Safety depends upon their Teſti- 
mony ; which will ſoon convince you 
that I have not impoſed upon you even 
in a ſingle Inſtance. If I am accuſed of 
any Thing elſe but having been in Love 
with Miſs Pow:s, I proteſt I am entirely 
ignorant of what is laid to my Charge. 
I beſeech you then, Sir, be pleaſed to in- 
form me of the Crime, for which I am 
now brought before you, which, were I 
to judge of it by the Treatment I have 
received, while in Confinement, muſt be 
one of a very enormous kind. Either, 
ſaid he, if you are guilty, you are too 
well acquainted with it, or if innocent, 
it is undoubtedly very proper that you 
ſhould be informed of it. Two Nights 
ago, continued he, -;bout Six o'Clock, 

| 5 Mr. 
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Mr. Hargrave was going in his Chariot to 
Mr. Porois's, and was unfortunately ſhot 
by a Piſtol that was fired out of a Hack- 
ney Coach, which had been ſeen loitering 


about for above an Hour before. The 


Perſon who did it, appeared to be a 
young Man, by the Deſcription given of 
him, about your Age, and dreſſed in 
the very ſame coloured Cloaths that you 
now have on. This Circumſtance, to- 
gether with its being known that you 
had for ſome Time paſt been in Love 
with Miſs Poris, and the Anger in which 
you had parted from her in the Morn- 
ing, were the Grounds upon which a 
Warrant was granted againſt you. The 


Piſtols, Letters, and Picture which were 


found upon you, and your refuſing to 
eat any Thing ſince you have been con- 
fined, were likewiſe circumſtantial Proofs 
of your Guilt. Mr. Hargrave's Family, 
Mr. Powis, and his Daughter, have all 
Joined in the Proſecution. As for you, 
your Lot will be either to be put to 
Death, or acquitted in a very ſhort 

Time. | 
I was ſo ſhocked at what IJ had juſt 
heard, that I was not able to ſpeak for 
ſome Time. As I was almoſt over- 
whelmed with the Weight of an Accu- 
ſation 
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ſation which was ſo undeſervedly thrown 
upon me, my Head became quite giddy, 
nor could the Conſciouſneſs of my Inno- 
cence be of any Service to me, At laſt, 
fearing that they would attribute that to 
Remorſe, which was occaſioned only by 
my Fright, I endeavoured to recollect 
myſelf, as well as I could. You ſee me, 
indeed, ſhocked in a terrible Degree, Sir, 
ſaid I ; but I beg youwill impute that tg 
my Surprize, and not tomy Guilt. What 
I have already told you, is the Truth. I 
was at the Play, during the Time you 
ſay the Murder was committed, I had 
dined at my Lord M——'s, and after 
the Play, returned thither to Supper. He 
afterwards ſent me Home in his Coach. 
While you are examining into the Truth 
of theſe Particulars, I hope you will in- 
dulge me in permitting me to have ſome- 
thing brought me, that I am able to 
eat; and that my Friends may be allow- 
ed to come to me, that I may have Coun- 
cil to plead in my Defence. As for the 
laſt, Sir, replied the Juſtice, you will 
have no Occaſion for them. Return to 
the Place from whence you. came. . I 
. ſhall ſoon know what I am to do in this 
Affair. If you are guilty, all the Coun- 
cil in the Kingdom will not be _ to 
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ſave you; on the contrary, if you are 
innocent, that alone will be a ſufficient 
Plea in your Behalf. I then obſerved him 


to ſpeak to the Gaoler, to whom, I ſuppoſ- 


ed, he was giving Orders about my. be- 
ing better accommodated.. Nor was I 
miſtaken in my Opinion.. Þ was con- 
ducted into a much better Room, being 
tolerably light ; and they ſet ſome Vic- 
tuals before me, which were good enough 


in themſelves, and which my extreme 


Hunger gave an additional Reliſh to. 
In about two Hours after my Exami- 
nation, my Father came to ſee me, and 
informed me that I was diſcharged from 
my Confinement, and likewiſe that the 
Juſtice was waiting for me in the Hall. 


I accordingly went to him, and found 


with him Lord M: and his Son. 
My Lord M: came up to me, and 
faid, my dear Child, it is owing entirely 
to the Juſtice's Goodneſs that you have 
obtained your Diſcharge ſo ſoon. He 
was no ſooner informed ef what you had 
to ſay. in your Behalf, than he came ta 
my. Houſe to. acquaint me with the Par- 
ticulars; and ſcarce had I affirmed the 
Truth of. your Aſſertion, than he agreed 
to your immediate Releaſe. Ir was only 


mere Matter of Complacency, continued 
Z "8 
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ke, that he went to the Earl of S 
who, you know, ſupped with us that 


Evening; and as my Son knows where 
ou live, we called upon your Father in 


our Way hither, and brought him along 
with us. 11 


I was then going to return the Juſtice 
my Thanks, but was prevented by him. 


Sir, ſaid he, your Thanks would rather 


offend, than pleaſe me. All ] deſire is, 


you would believe, that the ſole Motive 


which influenced me in this Affair, was 
the Love of Truth. Had you been 


uilty of the Puniſhment, to which you 


would have been moſt unavoidably con- 
demned, the being ſo, would not have 
incited your Gratitude. Yet I ſhould 
have been obliged to have done my Du- 
ty, however reluctant I might have been 
in the Performance of it, as much as I 


am now to acquit you, when your Inno- 
cence is confirmed by ſuch unqueſtiona- 


ble Evidence. He then ordered the Of- 


ficers to return me my Sword, and I 


went home with my Father, where I found 
many of my Relations and Acquain- 
tance, who were come to congratulate 
me on my being releaſed. 


While I was taken up in making the 
beſt Return I could to their ſeveral Ci- 


vilities, 
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vilities, I was interrupted by the Arrival 
of Mr. Poris, accompanied by a young 
Man, who, as I afterwards was informed, 
was Mr. Hargrave's Nephew. They 
made a thouſand Apologies for having laid 
ſuch a Crime to my Charge, and offered 
me any Satisfaction that I would accept, 
upon Condition that I would be upon 
Honour not to commence a Proſecution 
againſt them. I told them, I was tho- 
roughly convinced that Malice and Ill- 
will to me had not been their Motives in 
the Affair; that I only thought they had 
been a little too haſty in their Conclu- 
ſion; that all I deſired was, to be reim- 
burſed the Law Charges, and that they 
would immediately ſtop all further Pro- 
ceedings againſt me. They ſeemed amaz- 
ed at what I had ſaid, in particular Mr. 
Hargrave's Nephew; for he was ſenſible 
that I could have put them to a good 
deal of Expence and Trouble. This, 
ſaid Mr. Pos, is the ſecond Inſtance 
that you have given me of your unbound- 
ed Generoſity. This, however, does 
not ſurprize me ſo much as the other, as 
I was before ſatisfied of your bountiful 
Diſpoſition. My Daughter has been 
much to blame in this Affair; and indeed 


I muſt own I have been too credulous. 
But 
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But I will find out ſome Method of clear- 


ing up this Matter, and of giving you 


all the Satisfaction you can deſire. The 
only anſwer I made to this Speech was a. 


low Bow, upon which they retired. 
The next Morning, my Father and I 


went and paid our Reſpects to Lord M— 


and to the Juſtice: The latter of whom 


informed us, that they had diſcovered who 


it was that had murdered Mr. Hargrave. 
This een 5 Gentleman, it ſeems, had 
carried off, 


Was a Man of Faſhion, a Girl that he had 


debauched. He had kept her in his 
Houſe ſome Lears; and had amuſed her 


with, the Hopes that he would marry her. 


She by ſome Accident, or other, had got 


Information, that Matters were pretty 


near a Concluſion between him and Miſs 
Powis;, and therefore reſolved to prevent 


it by ſhooting, him, which ſhe accord- 


ingly did. She diſguiſed herſelf in Man's, 


Cloaths, as well 1 prevent her being 


known, as to facilitate her Eſcape, which 


ſhe effected by getting into a Poſt-Chaiſe 
immediately and; driving, off; and was 
already. got to Caper bete 
overtaken. 

Some Family Affairs kept me at Home 
two or three Days; in which while I was 


very 


om her Father's Houſe, who. 


ore hs could be 
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very deeply engaged one Morning, I was 
interrupted by Mr. Hargrave's Nephew, 
who was come to execute the Deed I 
trad deſired, accompanied by his Law- 
yer. After having put it into my Hands, 
he defired that I would, in my Turn, 
ſign a Writing that had been drawn up 
with the Conſent of my Father, by which 
I'was to bind myſelf not to enter into 
any Proſecution againſt him. Your Fa- 
ther, ſaid he, conſents to your ſigning it, 
and therefore, I hope, that you will not 
have any Objection to the doing it. I 
imagined, Sir, ſaid I, that you would 
have relied upon my Honour in this 
Particular, and not have required a Bond. 
However, as you defire it, and my Fa- 
ther has given his Conſent, I ſhall not 
prefume to contradict him. No, Son, 
ſaid my Father, however ſincere you may 
be in your Deſign, Mr. Ty/on (for that 
was the young Gentleman's Name) is 
not obliged to rely on your bare Word; 
eſpecially, as he has given you a Deed to 
make ſure his Part of the Engagement 
to you. I have read the Bond, and there- 
fore you need not make any Objections 
to the ſigning it. Accordingly I ſigned 
and ſealed in the Places that the Lawyer 
ſhewed me. My Father did the "ſame ; ' 

upon 
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upon which the Lawyer took the Deed, 
and put it into his Pocket; and drawing 
out from thence a long Parchment, 
which he put into my Hands; this, Sir, 
ſaid he is a Deed of Gift of ſeven hun- 
dred a Year, penny Rent, which Mr. 
Tyſon deſires you will accept of, as an 
Acknowledgement for your diſintereſt- 
ed Behaviour throughout this Affair. 
And this, Sir, give me leave farther to 
add, is che Deed that you have juſt ſign- 
ed. I was confounded, and indeed ſcarce 
believed what I heard. My Father per- 
ceived my Contuſion, and therefore en- 
deavoured by ſpeaking to give me ſome 
Relief. You need not bluſh, Child, ſaid 
he, becauſe your Generoſity has been de- 
ceived, and rewarded by this innocent 
Artifice. Shame ſhould be only the 
Attendant of baſe Actions. Now there 
is no Baſeneſs in accepting a Gift which 
has not been ſued for. Mr. Ty/on thought 
it but right to make you ſome Amends 
for the Trouble and Confinement that 
you had gone through in this Affair. He 
acquainted me before-hand of his gene- 
rous Intention, which ſeemed to be equal- 
ly honourable in him, as it was advan- 
tageous for you. But knowing very 
well that if he had made a direct Offer 

A G . 
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of it to you, you would never accept it, 
I defired him to pretend that it was a 
Deed of general Releaſe. Enjoy freely, 
therefore, that Fortune, which has been 
purchaſed by your own Merit,, and yet 
not ſo much a Debt that was your Due, 
as a Mark of Gratitude in Acknowledge- 
ment of your paſt Services, and to en- 
ſure your future Favour. | 
In the middle of this Diſcourſe, in 
came Mr. Powis, who I thought was 
more likely to increaſe, than to diminiſh 
the Confuſſion I was in at preſent. He 
addreſſed himſelf to me in Particular, 
and told me that his Daughter was dy- 
ing, and deſired to ſpeak with me. I dreſ- 
ſed myſelf as faſt as I could, and fol- 
lowed him. I found Miſs Poris in Bed, 
ſurrounded by her Friends and Relations. 
Her Face was remarkably pale. A Cler- 
gyman was praying by her, when I firſt 
went in, who, as ſoon as had done, de- 
fired that every Body would go out of the 
Room, excepting her Father, and my- 
ſelf. At length the unhappy Miſs Poris 
raiſed - herſelf up in Bed, and addreſied 
me in the following Words. 

The Reaſon, Sir, of my giving you 
the preſent Trouble, was chiefly to beg 


your Pardon, and to aſſure you of my 
ſinccie 
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fincere Repentance for my Behaviour to- 
wards you. However, a violent and 
untimely Death, will ſoon put an End 
to all my Diſtreſſes; and is in ſome Sort 
to be looked upon as the Conſequence of 
my having endeavoured to reconcile, 
what I have at length tho? too late, found 
irreconcileable : I mean Love, and Am- 
bition. Diſtracted by theſe different Paſ- 
ſions, which tyranniſed, if I may fo ſpeak, 
over my Mind, I fooliſhly imagined that 
I had invented an Expedient to ſatisfy 
both. I was in Love with you, and yet 
IJ determined to marry Mr. Hargrave, 
without, however, precluding myſelf the 
Pleaſure of your Company. *Tis true, 
that you uſed your utmoſt Efforts to 
bring me to a Senſe of what was my 
Duty in my particular Circumſtances. 
You preſſed me to accept of your Propo- 
ſals, and would fain have inſpired me 
with more juſt, and noble Sentiments. 
In ſhort you made Ulſe of every Argu- 
ment that could be ſuppoſed likely to 
have any Influence over me. This I 
muſt acknowledge in Juſtice to you, and 
to my Shame too muſt own, that what I 
ought to have accepted, nay, what I 
ought to have begged of you as a Fa- 
your, I imprudently refuſed. And in this 
(3 2  obitinare 
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obſtinate Reſolution I perſiſted, which 
made you my Enemy, and that too very 
deſervedly. Mr. Hargrave's Death, which . 
was the Downfal of all my Expectations, 
made me deſperate; and accordingly, 
in the firſt Tranſport of my Paſſion, I 
laid his Murder to your Charge. I even 
made uſe of the Intereſt I had with my 
Father to prejudice him againſt you. 
By theſe Means I expoſed him to the 
Danger of loſing his Fortune, and Re- 
putation ; both of which have indeed 
been ſaved, but that is more owing to 
your Generoſity, than my Behaviour in 
the Aﬀair. Your Innocence got the bet- 
ter of the moſt malicious Accuſations, 
that, perhaps, was ever brought againſt 
any one. Upon which my Father im- 
mediately forbad me his Sight. My 
Spirits, which had hitherto ſupported 
me, could not ſtand the Shock of ſuch 
unuſual Severity. They accordingly for- 
ſook me, which threw me into a Fit of 
Deſpair, during which I took ſome Poi- 
ſon, as a final Relief of all my Misfor- 
tunes. : Z 

What have you done, Madam ? (cryed 
I, advancing haſtily towards the Bed.) 
I will marry you this Inſtant, if you ap- 


prove of it. Let me conſider you as my 
Wite 
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Wife from this Moment. Mr. Porpis 
was ſitting on the Side of the Bed with 
his Arms folded, and lifting up his Eyes 
that were already full of Tears. I went 
to him. Let us loſe no Time, Sir, 
ſaid I, embracing him. An Antidote, 
if immediately taken, may poſſibly have 
a good Effect. Save your Daughter, Sir, 
if you can, and let me be happy in her 
by taking her to Wife. What is it that you 
have taken, my dear Child? ſaid Mr. 
Poris. She told him ſhe had ſwallowed 
ſome Arſenick; upon which he gave adeep 
Groan, as a Sign that there was but little 
Hope of ſaving her. However he went 
and fetched the proper Antidote, and 
= it into my Hands to give it her. 
pon my offering it, ſhe immediately 
took hold of it, and ſwallowed it at once. 
I have done more upon your Account, 
ſaid ſhe, returning the Cup, than I would 
otherwiſe have done upon my own. You 
have made me repent of the raſh Act, 
that my Deſpair hurried me into. Th: 
only Reaſon, however, that I would deſire 
to recover is, to render myſelf worthy your 
Acceptance by a Conduct entirely oppo- 
ſite to what you have hitherto ſeen. Be 
compoſed, my Dear, faid I, kiſſing her 
Hand that ſhe held out to me; let th? 
"20 G 3 Anti- 
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Antidote have its due Effect, and wait 


for the Event with as little Anxiety as 
poſſible. We ſtay'd with great Impati- 


ence to ſee what Change the Antidote 


would produce; but alas! it was too 


late; the Poiſon had reached her Vitals. 


In about two Hours Time we could per- 
ceive her dying very faſt. All the Aſſi- 
ſtance that we could give her proved in- 
effectual; for ſhe died the ſame Night. 

Altho' I had not indeed ſo much Rea- 
ſon to regret Miſs Powiss Loſs, as I. 
had Mrs. Barter s, yet the ſeveral Cir- 
cumſtances which attended that melan- 
choly Event, made ſo great an Impreſ- 
ſion upon me, that I reſolved thence for- 
ward to renounce the whole Sex. The 
Sequel will ſhew how well I kept my Re- 
ſolution in that Particular. . 

Being always of a very ſtudious Torn, 
my Father had made me a Preſent of a 
very choice Collection of Books, and 


had, Hkewiſe, purchaſed Mrs. Barton's 


Library, as ſoon as ſhe died, fearing Mr. 
Powis ſhould think I expected him to 
make me a Preſent of it. To theſe Col- 


lections J was continually making Addi- 


tions ; and about this Time, having re- 


| ed a Year's Reſt in Arrear from the 


— given me wa Mr. Ty/on, which 
had. 
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had been due to his Uncle, I laid out the 
reater Part of it in Books, ſo that 1 
had a ſufficient Store for my Entertain- 
ment for ſome Time. I apply'd myſelf 
very cloſely at firſt, in order to get rid 
of that Uneaſineſs which hung continu- 
ally upon my Mind. And for ſeveral 
Months, I hardly ever ſtirred out, but 
to pay my Reſpects to my Patrons, or 
to diſcharge ſome neceſſary Viſits to my 
Relations and particular Friends; but 
even they were made very ſeldom, and 
when made, did not take up a great deal 
of my Time. My Retirement was not 
equally liked by all my Acquaintance, 
In particular Dr. Bathurj?, a Phyſician 
whom I knew, undertook to make me 
ſhake off that Melancholy, which for 
ſome Time paſt had preyed upon my 
Spirits. He was a young Man of a great 
deal of natural Humour, Had he ap- 
plied ſooner to Buſineſs he would have 
made a very great proficiency, but being 
too old to learn, and too wiſe, as he 
thought, to need any Inſtruction, he 
made his Lite a continual Scene of Drol- 
lery, inftead of being employed in the 
nobler Purpoſes of his Profeſſion. In- 
deed, the Reaſons which were a Hin- 
drance to his engaging in Bulineſs, were 

| G4 plau- 
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plauſible. He would often launch out 
in Praiſe of being content with a little; 
and generally concluded his Harangue 
by obſerving, that he was bleſſed with a 
Competency, and that, therefore, he 
thought it needleſs to haraſs himfelf for 
the Superfluities of Life, ſince he was 
already in Poſſeſſion of its Conveniencies. 
He was, perhaps, as little formed for what 
is called living in the World, as any one 
could poſſibly be. As he was too open 
to hide even the leaſt Thing that he 
knew, his Freedom betrayed him fre- 
quently into dangerous Dilemmas. 

The Perſon I have been juſt deſcribing, 
reſolved, as I ſaid betore, to entertain 
me as much as he could, in order to diſ- 
ſipate that Melancholy, which had hung 


upon me for ſome Time. He came to 


me one Morning, and told me that two 
young Fellows, with whom we were both 
acquainted, had been Rivals a long Time 
in a Girl, who was very impartial in her 
Conduct, and had, therefore, made an 
equal Diſtribution of her E avours to each. 
That, however, they were continually jea- 
lous of one another, and that to put an End 
to the Rivalſhip at once, they had agreed 
to determine the Diſpute by Sword and 
— behind * He con- 
cluded 
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cluded by telling me, that fearing he 
had not a ſufficient Influence over them, 
to bring them to a right Underſtanding, 
he thought it moſt adviſeable toacquaint 
me with the Affair; knowing that I was 
too much a Man of Honour to ſuffer 
two Friends to fall out upon ſo trifling 
an Occaſion. I aſſented very readily to 
his Propoſal. I knew that the Parties 
concerned were very intimate Friends ; 
but at the ſame Time I was ſenſible how 
giddy, and unthinking they were; which 
made them capable of doing the moſt 
abſurd Things in Nature. I compli- 
mented Dr. Bathurſt upon the prudent 
ſtep he had taken in acquainting me with 
the Affair, and immediately went with 
him towards the Place of Rendezvous. 
Within about a hundred Yards of the 
Place, we ſaw one of them walking very 
faſt, who, as ſoon-as he perceived us, 
came up, and putting on an Air of ſur- 
prize, I ſee now, ſaid he, that I have 
waited all this while in vain. The Scoun- 
drel will never come, but has told you of 
the Appointment, that in Caſe he could 
fummon up ſufficient Courage to meet 
me, you might be at Hand to part us; 
but I ſhall know where to find him alone 
another Time. I endeavoured to calm 
(3-5 „ 
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him, as much as I could. Let us ſtep, 
ſaid he, into this Tavern, by which, if 
he comes at all, he muſt neceſſarily paſs. 
We went in, but they would make me go 
firſt; and as I was getting into a Room 
that they ſhewed me, I heard ſeveral 
People laughing, and whiſpering ; upon 


which I ſuſpected that they had put a 


Trick upon me; nor was I miſtaken. in 
my Opinion. For there I ſaw the other 
young Gentleman, that was to have 
fought, in Company with four Ladies, 
who did not ſeem the moſt reſerved in 
the World, ſitting at a Table which was 
calculated for eight People. Maſcelyn 
came up to me, and ſaid, with an Oath, 
one mult rack one's Imagination to find 
out a Scheme to draw this. Bear out of 
his Den. However, it is ſome Comfort 
that his Solitude has not made him hate 
the World ; and that he has not as yet, 
given up all his Pretenſions to Humanity. 
Come, Sir, we are willing to bring you 


into Life. I am afraid, ſaid I, Gantle- 


men, this 1s not the Way. However, 
this is a leſs Folly, at leaſt leſs dangerous, 
and more agreeable than that, which I 
imagined, I was come to put an End to. 
They then told me, that, altho* upon 


theſe, and the like Occaſions, it had been 
always 
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always uſual to chooſe their Miſtreſſes by 


ballotting for them, yet notwithſtanding, 
as I was the Hero of the Day, and as the 
only End they had in View was to make 
me merry and ſociable, they were very 
willing to give me the firſt Choice, and 
even afterwards to allot the reſt their ſe- 
veral Ladies, adding that they intended 
to behave with the utmoſt Regard to the 
Rules of true Honour. Accordingly I 
examined the Company very narrowly, 


and obſerving Bathurſt to be ogling a 


Girl that was tolerably handſome, I rook. 
her to my Share, and contrived to diſtri- 
bute the reſt in ſuch a Manner, that the 
molt diſagreeable fell to his. I yield you 
up my Right, ſaid he; for you know 
very well that the handſomeſt is always 
mine. However, I ſhall be ſatisfied is 
this Meeting has the Effect on you that 
we intended it ſhould. I anſwered him, 
that the Cure would be as wonderful, as 
the Remedy was extraordinary. Dinner, 
which was then ſerving up, put an End 
to this Converſation. - 

As ſoon as we had eaten pretty hear - 
tily, and were a little enlivened with 
Drinking, my Companions made uſe of 
every little Artifice they could think of, 
to make the Company agreeable to me. 

, Here, 
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Here, ſaid the Phyſician, you may taſte 
the Sweets of Love, without being ſen- 
ſible of any of its Inconveniencies. We 
have neither jealous Huſbands, harſh Pa- 
rents, or ill-natured Guardians to fear. 
The Advantages, which our Miſtreſſes 
reap from their Experience, in ſome Mea- 
ſure recompence us for their Inconſtancy; 
and indeed we may look upon their Ab- 
fence as an Artifice made uſe of to give 
a higher Reliſh to their Company. Even. 
thoſe People, who pique themſelves the 
moſt upon their extraordinary Diſcern- 
ment, would take theſe Ladies for Wo- 
men of the moſt ſtrict Virtue. They 
can imitate all the Beauty of it, without 
having imbibed its Prudery, and are as 
able to deceive 4s, as they have hereto- 
fore other People. For however we may 
flatter ourſelves with finding Conſtancy 
in a Miſtreſs, what Aflurance can we 
poſſibly have of it, as we muſt rely en- 
tirely upon their Honour ? And! need 
not tell you, I believe, how very pre- 
carious that is. *Tis true, indeed, that 
we are oftentimes blinded by Self- Love, 
and the Women who are molt eſteemed, 
owe their Security more to our Want of 
Diſcernment, than their own intrinſick 
Merit. This they know very well, and, 
: therefore, | 


TRUE HAPPIVESS. 133 


therefore, when they intend moſt to de- 
ceive us, they endeavour to inſinuate 
themſelves the moſt into our good Graces. 
This is a known Truth; ſo much known, 
that, I dare ſay, the Ladies in Company 
make no ſeruple of charging thoſe they 
can bubble very highly, for what they 
beſtow gratis upon us. 

Here the Phyſician ended; and the 
Ladies, by Way of Sequel to the Doc- 
tor's Diſcourſe, entertained the reſt of 
the Company with their ſeveral Adven- 
' tures ; which indeed were little elſe, but 
ſo many ſtrong Proofs of what had been 
juſt before aſſerted. I ſay, the reſt of 
the Company were entertained ; becauſe 
it rather ſhock'd, than delighted me, to 
ſee how ingenious Mankind are in gene 
ral, in the Steps they take to their own 
Deſtruction: While, had they taken but 
half ſo much Pains in the Way of Vir- 
tue, they would have been the Orna- 
ments, inſtead of the Peſts, and Plagues 
of Society. However, neither the Time, 
nor Place allowed me to indulge ſuch 
ſerious Thoughts for any Continuance. 
In ſhort, we prated till the Day-light be- 
gan to remind us that it was Time to go 
home. This little Excurſion from my 
ſettled Plan, drew on ſeveral others * 

the 
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the ſame Kind: I was indeed prudent 
enough never to propoſe thoſe Parties of 
Pleaſure, as they ſtyl'd them; but had 
not ſufficient Reſolution to refuſe them, 
when they were propoſed. The natural 
Propenſity that I had to Pleaſure, made 
me oftentimes improve and enlarge upon 
the Schemes that others had laid down. 
At laſt, by much Entreaty, I prevailed 
upon my Companions to be quiet for 
fome Time. Dr. Bathurſt to amuſe me, 
in the mean while, propoſed introducing 
me to ſome Ladies of his Acquaintance ; 
whoſe ſober Turn of Mind, he did not 
doubt, would be very agreeable to me. 
He had propoied this ſo often, that at 
laſt I conſented to go with him. One 
Day, as we were walking in the Mall, 
he mentioned the Ladies again; and 
talked much of their Modeſty, and Gra- 
vity; two Qualities, that he knew, 
would recommend them to me extremely. 
You will, ſaid he, be highly delighted, 
when you are once acquainted with this 
Family. We are not a 'great Way off 
from their Houſe. If you have a Mind, 
I will introduce you immediately. Ac. 
cordingly I went, He told me however 
beforehand, that Mrs. Martin was the 
Wife of a Tradeſman, whoſe Buſineſs 
fr:quently 
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frequently oblig'd him to be from Home. 
That in his Abſence, ſhe went to her 
Relations, and lived very comfortably 
amongſt her Friends and Acquaintance. 
I did not perceive any Thing in her Be- 
haviour, but what favoured this Account. 
I found her a ſprightly Woman turn'd of 
forty, with a Daughter of hers, about 
twenty, who was tolerably handſome, 
but not genteel ; and another Girl, who 
was two or three Years older than her 
Siſter. All three were in their Dreſs. 
very plain and neat. 

Altho' I had been informed of their 
ſeveral Characters, I was ſurprized at. 
the Gravity of their Deportment and 
Diſcourſe. The Trifles, which take up 
ſuch a large Share of the Time and 
Thoughts of moſt Women, ſeemed only 
to be conſidered in their proper Light 
by theſe. The Mother ſeemed prudent,, 
the Daughters dutiful; and the whole 
Family, even to the Maid, had ſome- 
thing exceedingly decent in their Ap- 
pearance. I conceived from that Viſit 
a very favourable Opinion of them, and. 
therefore determined with myſelf to im- 
prove my Acquaintance there. After 
the. Compliments had paſſed that are 
uſual on ſuch Occaſions, the company, 

rallied 
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rallied the Doctor on his Indolence in not 
applying himſelf to the Exerciſe of his 
Profeſſion. The Subject was copious; and 
as I knew he was never at a Loſs for 
fomething to ſay, I joined in the Rail- 
lery. He defended himſelf as well as 
it was poſſible for any one to do in an 
Affair, where ſo little could be ſaid in 
Excuſe. If evil Examples are allowed 
to be of any Weight, ſurely no Man had 
ever more Right to live as he pleaſed, 
than he had. He quoted a Number of 
Things to prove that his Anceſtors had 
a Right, Time immemorial, of liv- 
ing, as he called it, like Gentlemen, 
which conſiſted, according to his Defini- 
tion, in the doing of nothing ; except in 
the conſtant Practice of the faſhionable 
Vices of the Age they lived in. So that 
theſe choice Spirits had looked upon all 
thoſe, as worthleſs Scoundrels, who were 
either too virtuous, or too fearful to give 
up all fort of Right and Title to the 
Exerciſe of their Reaſon. He concluded 
with acknowledging his Conſciouſneſs 
that he was very far from having arrived 
at ſuch a Degree of Perfection, but that 
he was not without Hopes of attaining 
it ſometime or other. After having vi- 
ſited theſe Ladies two or three Times, I 
- = perceived 
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perceived that they grew much more fa- 
miliar with me, than from the Gravity 
of their Deportment, I had at firſt ex- 
cted. Their Converſation was ex- 
tremely lively; tho' to do them Juſtice, 
I muſt own, that they never exceeded the 

Bounds of Modeſty. We, 
One Morning, recollecting that I had 
not ſeen them for ſome Days, and 
finding myſelf in that Part of the 
Town, I determined to call upon them. 
J happened to meet with Miſs Martin 
only at Home, (which was the Name of 
the old Gentlewoman's Daughter,) in an 
Undreſs, and a Servant waiting upon 
her. She told me that her Mother, and 
Siſter were gone out to Market. I per- 
ceived that ſhe was going to dreſs, upon 
which I made an Offer of retiring ; but 
ſhe inſiſted upon my ſtaying, till they 
came Home. The Time, the Place, the 
Situation of the Lady herſelf, were all 
ſo many Motives to my obeying her; 
which I accordingly did. Our Conver- 
ſation, which had at firſt turned upon 
indifferent Subjects, at laſt fell on that 
of Love; which, as it is the moſt copi- 
ous, ſo likewiſe is it the moſt general; 
there being very few, but affect to talk 
like Lovers, whether they were ever ſen- 
| | ſible, 


: \ — _— Fl 
_ \ 

* 4 2 > * 4 gs 4 RE 
T Co foot AE ITS SP Ar Sn ZR 2s 

5 © x: 2 — 5 r 

A S4&4 F 
* — 0 — 

— 1 — — — 


CRT 


- I. 2 
2 2 2 


* 


Ar 
S * * — 


FR D = 
MO At Coe gi eur ro 
* by 1 « 8 T 
* "» * — — 
˖ . 


N — - 
4 as 
* 1 22 
. 
8 


CEE 


+4 
«$4 
= 
— 


HR 
* 3 
} 
$ 
7 


138 TRUE MRI, 


ſible, or no, of that Paſſion. We de- 


bated for ſome Time on this important 
Topick, when Miſs Martin wondered, 


ſhe ſaid, that ſo many were in Love, and 


ſo few had Courage enough to own it. 
Indeed, Madam, replied I, the owning 
one's ſelf in Love is not ſo eaſy a Thing 
as you imagine. I know very well, ſaid 
ſhe, that this is very difficult for a Wo- 
man to do, ſince the Confeſſion of it 


from her may be attended with the moſt 


fatal Conſequences. But Men, who have 
nothing to riſk, and therefore ſhould have 
nothing to fear, can find no great Diffi- 
culty in the Aﬀair. Excuſe me, Madam, 
ſaid I, nothing is more grating to a Man, 
than ſuch a Declaration, inaſmuch as it 
ſeems to abate ſomewhat of the Dignity 
of his Nature. No doubt of it, ſaid ſhe, 
when he is uncertain whether he ſhall be 
loved in Return. And, indeed, how 1s he 
to know, whether he is loved or no? 
Is the mere Declaration of his Paſſion a 
ſufficient Ground for a Woman to ſpeak 
without any Reſer ye? Or, think you, that 
it would become 1 Woman upon finding 
herſelf prejudiced in his Favour, to make 
the firſt Advances ? Nay, 1s not this the 
Way rather to expoſe herſelf to a Refu- 


ſal, or by an over forwardneſs, at leaſt to 
8 8 render 
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render the Conqueſt cheaper, and conſe- 
quently not ſo much eſtemed? Very few 
Women, replied I, would run any great 
Hazard of being refuſed. Every Wo- 
man, ſaid ſhe, would be in Fear of it; 
ſince, in all Probability, her Modeſty would 
make her retract, and by that Means 
diſappoint a Man; who might expect, 

by her being ſo forward at firſt, to have 
met with no great Difficulty afterwards. 
J was ſurprized at the Delicacy of Miſs 
Martin's Sentiments on this Occaſion; 
ſo that her Tongue, in a Manner, com- 
pleated the Conqueſt, that her Perſon 
had begun. The Arrival of her Mother 
put an End to a Converſation, which I 
would willingly have continued much 
longer. For Perſons in Love dwell upon 
the Words, the Manner, the Turn of 
Sentiments, and Expreſſion of thoſe they 
admire. Theſe affect us, when preſent ; 
and even when abſent, ſtrike our Fan- 
cies with a Kind of pleaſing Melancholy, 
not much unlike that we fee] at the Re- 
membrance of a departed Friend, both 
of which may be ſaid to haunt our Ima- 
ginations. 

determined to be very aſſiduous for 
the future in paying my Reſpects to Miſs 
Martin, and, indeed, was continually * | 
| * 
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for a fortnight or three Weeks together. 
My Friend, the Phyſician complained of 
my not calling upon him often enough. 
I told him that I had been very much 
engaged lately, and acquainted him with 
the Particulars of the late Converſation. 
Upon which, he informed me how much 
I had been deceived in my Opinion of 
that Family, owning at the ſame Time, 
that he had contributed to that Deceit, 


but proteſting that his ſole Motive was 


my Amuſement ; and that, therefore, as 
ſoon as he perceived I was in Danger of 
being enſnared by their Artifices, he 
thought himſelf obliged to prevent my 
being a Sufferer by them. He then en- 
tered into the Particulars of the Diſco- 
very; and told me, that the Mother was 
nothing more than the Miſtreſs of the 
Man that ſhe pretended to be married 
to; that, indeed, ſhe had him ſufficiently 
in her Power, and that, had it not been 


for a Woman, who was his lawful Wite, 


and who was ſtill living, ſhe would have 
been married long ago. The whole Aim 
then, both of the Father and Mother, 
was to marry off the Daughters. They 
were in Hopes, that the Beauty of the 
one might be of no ſmall Advantage to 


the other. You fay, ſaid he, you are 


deſirous 
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deſirous of gaining the Affection of the 
youngeſt; and that you have a great 
Opinion of her Modeſty, by what you 
have ſeen hitherto of her Behaviour. But 
you will find how miſerably you have 
been miſtaken, by what I am going to 
tell you. Tis but a few Weeks ago, ſince 
a young Gentleman of Fortune, who 
had paid his Addreſſes to her for ſome 
Time, luckily eſcaped her Clutches. He 
was even willing to marry her without 
any Fortune, and would have made a 
Settlement on the Mother, and eldeſt 
Daughter. But the Girl, as imprudent, 
tho' not ſo wicked as the Mother, was 
violently in Love with the young Gentle- 
man, and regardleſs of the Conſequence 
thatwould intallibly enſue, and buoyed up 
with the fooliſh Hope of his being for ever 
her conſtant Admirer, conſented to make 
him as happy, as he could with. But 
ſcarce did ſhe find herſelf with Child, 
when ſhe at the ſame Time loſt her Lover, 
who had beer taken out of the Way 
by his Father. Upon this ſhe imme- 
diately looked out tor ſome body elſe; 
and on your being introduced to her, 
thought you a proper Perſon ; intending, 
no doubt, that you ſhould father her 
Child. But being more knowing by 

Experience, 
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lucky Accident he had been informed of 
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Experience, ſhe was afraid ſhe could not 


draw you in by her Artifice to marry her, 


and, therefore, determined to make uſe of 
more violent Methods. Accordingly, ſhe 
intended to tell you, that ſhe ſhouid be 
at Home all to-morrow Morning ; where, 
was you to go, you would find a Num- 
ber of People aſſembled together. She 
would ſwear the Child ro you, and leave 
it to the others to conſtrain you to marry 
her. This was the Plot which was laid 
for your Deſtruction ; and I am heartily 
glad I have had it in my Power to pre- 
vent it. I returned him many thanks for 
his kind Information, and told him, that 
I had not verbally been invited to come 
and ſee her the next Morning, and ſup- 
poſed that it proceeded from her not hav- 
ing had an Opportunity of ſpeaking to 
me. But that I having obſerved ſhe want- 
ed to ſay ſomething to me, I drew near, 
and put myſelf in her Way on Purpoſe. 
Upon which ſhe ſoon afterwards flipped a 
Note into my Pocket, the Contents of 
which I found correſponded with what he 
had been juſt telling me; whereupon I 
ſhould not heſitate a Minute what to do 
in the Affair. In the mean Time I de- 
ſired my Friend to acquaint me, by what 


the 
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che ſeveral Particulars he had been men- 
tioning. 

I went very early to Mrs. Martin's, 
ſaid he, and upon enquiring after the 
Ladies, was told that they were not ſtir- 
ring. As I knew the Girl that came to 

the Door was rather their Confident 
than their Servant, and having no ſmall 
Curioſity to inquire how you went on, I 
ſtaid with her below ſome Time, and 
aſked her ſeveral. Queſtions. This Maid 
has lived with them ever ſince the Mo- 
ther has been kept by the Geatleman, 
whom ſhe chooſes to call her Huſband, 
and is, therefore, perfectly well acquaint- 
ed with her ſecret Hiſtory. In order to 
compaſs my Deſign the better, I began, 
by aſking her whether her Vails were not 
conſiderably diminiſhed, ſince her Miſ- 
treſs had loſt her Lover ? She ſaid, they 
were indeed. I do not doubt, ſaid J. but 
they are. However, you ought to be 
contented, ſince J have introduced Mr. 
8 into the Houſe, for as he is very 
generous, and is in Love with your Miſ- 
treſs, I dare ſay there is enough to be got. 
Oh! replied ſhe, I ſee now what is the 
Matter, I thought he had been forget- 
ful, but ſince he has acquainted you with 
the Affair, I am afraid it was through 
Covetouſneſs. 
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Covetouſneſs. He has never given me 
a Farthing; but that is not ſo ſurprizing, 
- ſince my Miſtreſs has hardly had any 
Thing. But hold; I believe ſhe will 
give him enough of it by and by, and it 
will be my own Fault, if I am not ſome- 
thing the better for it. Though I did 
not underſtand a Syllable of what ſhe 
had been ſaying, yet I pretended to know 
the whole Affair; and told her it would 
be no bad Scheme; nor did I think it 
would be a difficult Matter to dupe you, 
becauſe, you was not one of the moſt 
ſharp-ſighted People in the World. She 
ſeemed highly delighted, and believed that 
that I had been concerned in the Plot 
againſt you. I did not give her any Rea- 
ſon to retract her Opinion, in order that 
I might be better acquainted with what 
they were going about ; which, I per- 
ceived, I could eaſily get to the Bot- 
tom of. At laſt, by little and little, I 
learnt the ſeveral Particulars that I have 
been juſt telling you. As ſoon as I 
found I had been let into the whole Se- 
cret, I told the Girl, that in order it 
might ſucceed the better, ſhe ſhould pre- 
tend that I knew nothing of the Matter; 
which J did, leſt it might create ſome 


Suſpicion in ber Miſtreſs. She has 
promiſed 
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promiſed me faithfully that ſhe will not 
mention my having ſaid any Thing to her 
About it, and provided ſhe keeps her Word 
till To-morrow, I ſhall be very well ſa- 
tisfied. Soon after he had ſaid this, we 

arted. Be” 

I did not ſtir out all the next Day. Dr. 
Bathurſt came, and ſpent the whole Day 
with me. About Ten o'Clock I received 
a Note from Miſs Martin, who reproach- 
ed me for not coming according to Ap- 
pointment. The Maid delivered it into 
my Hands. I deſired her to come into 
my Room, under Pretence of giving her 
an Anſwer. As ſoon as ſhe ſaw the Dr. 
with me, ſhe concluded ſhe was betrayed. 
But a Guinea, that ſlipped into her Hand, 
compoſed her Spirits, and put her into good 
Humour. She then told us that a — 
ſtable had been hid in the Houſe all Day, 
and informed us of ſeveral Particulars, 
leſs intereſting, indeed, but which thewed 
at the ſame Time, that nothing had been 
omitted to make the Project ſure. I do 
not know what Anſwer ſhe brought 
back ; for I have never heard of either of 
them from that Day to this. *Tis true, 
indeed, that we told this Story about to 
every Body, on Purpoſe that they might 
hear their Deſign had been diſcovered. 

Vor. I. HH Dr. 
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Dr. Bathurſt, who was an excellent Man 
at a Story, took Care to be the Spreader, 
inſomuch as he had been the Author of 
the Diſcovery. In ſhort, in a few Days it 
became the Talk of the whole Town, 
and I doubt not had received many Em- 

belliſhments in the Telling. | 
Other Follies, which JI ſoon after en- 
aged in, drove out the Remembrance 
of this. My old Companions called up- 
on me often, and one Day introduced me 
into a Houſe, which, I afterwards found, 
they frequented very much. They ac- 
quainted the Company that I was the 
Hero of the Story above-mentioned. 
Upon which they defired I would favour 
them with a Recital of it. I immedi- 
ately complied with their Requeſt, and 
was myſelf the firſt to laugh at it. The 
' agreeable Reception I there met with 
"pleaſed me exceedingly. An additional 
Advantage was, that it was a very plea- 
fant Walk to the Houſe, which lay 
about three, or four Miles diſtant from 
London. It belonged to one Mr. Solmes, 
who had for ſome Time paſt held a Place 
of conſiderable Profit, under the Royal 
Family. This Gentleman, as well to 
encreaſe, as to hoard up his Fortune, had 
confined himſelf to this little Spot, which 
5 y he 
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he had fitted up in a very pretty Taſte; 
and whither, fometime or other, he was 
in Hopes of wholly retiring. As his 


Place at Court required very conſtant 


Attendance, it was but ſeldom that he 
could fpare Time to ſee his Family; 
which conſiſted of three Daughters, all 
of whom were between the Age of Six- 
teen and Twenty. Their Father had 
placed over them a Governeſs, whom, 
by their Management, they had reduced 
to the Situation of a Chambermaid. The 
other Servants were a Cook, and a Foot- 
man, who was employed alſo to look af- 
ter the Garden. I was ſoon admitted to 
make one of this little Society. Their 
Time was chiefly taken up in Walking, 
Muſick, or Dancing. They alſo beſtow- 
ed ſome Part of it in looking after ſome 
Beds of Flowers ; which contributed not 
only to their Amuſement, but to the 
Variety of their Buſineſs. I uſed fre- 
quently to pay them a Viſit. Love ſeem- 
ed to me to be the only Topick of Con- 
verſation that was entirely baniſhed ; not 
that I would by any Means hint, that 
the Miſs Solmes's were not capable of 
inſpiring it. Tis true, indeed, that they 
were neither of them Beauties, their Youth 
being the chief Article in their Favour, 

EE I 
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I perceived at laſt that my Companion, 


'who had introduced me, did it with ano- 


ther View, than barely for my Amuſe- 
ment and Satisfaction. He had, for 
ſome Time before, courted the eldeſt 
with great Aſſiduity; but was afraid of 
being watched by his Companion. He 
therefore introduced me; in hopes, by that 
means, that each of us would be attached 
to one; which would in a Manner engage 
us, and prevent his being taken Notice of 
ſo much. His Friend, accordingly, made 
his Addreſſes to the youngeſt, The 
middlemoſt was the only Choice I had 
left me;. which I did not complain of, 
as ſhe was by far the moſt handſome, at 
leaſt in my Opinion. I amuſed myſelf 
with ſaying what is uſually ſaid to young 


People, and ſoon perceived that ſhe was 
. not a Lady of the moſt refined Morals 
either in Sentiment, or Practice. Pre- 


ſuming, however, upon this, and going 
one Day into the Garden after Dinner, I 


took hold of her Hand, and threw her 


down upon the Graſs. She immediately, 
fired with Paſſion, told me that ſhe Was 
ſurprized at my Inſolence, and aſhamed 
of my Baſeneſs, in being willing to tri- 
umph over her Weakneſs. It was to 


no Purpole that I pleaded the Violence 
of 
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of my Paſſion, for ſhe was deaf to every 
Thing that I ſaid on that Subject. I did 
not, therefore, attempt to reaſon with 
her any longer; but told her very gravely, 
that if I had exceeded the Bounds of that 
Reſpect, which was undoubtly her Due, 
her Beauty had been the Cauſe, by in- 
ſpiring me with a Paſſion repugnant to 
her Honour and true Intereſt. That 
having for ſome Time tried to prevail 
upon her to pity me, but without any 
Succeſs, I at length deſpaired; and would, 
therefore, for the Future, take Care to keep 
out of her Sight ; that I might not draw 
upon myſelf her Anger for the endea- 
vouring after what, I was now fatisfied, 
I conld never obtain. That, however, I 
would not wholly abſent myſelf from the 
Houſe, to occaſion any Room for Re- 
flections upon her Character; but would 
behave ſo much upon the Reſerve, that 
ſhe ſhould not have any Reaſon to com- 
plain of my Rudeneſs. In this particu- 
lar I kept my Word, for J was deter- 
mined not to expoſe myſelf any longer 
to her capricious Humour. I found it 
no difficult Matter to excuſe myſelf to 
my two Companions, for not accompa- 
nying them to Miſs Solmes's. However, 
one Day they would force me to go 

2708 2 thither 
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thither to Dinner, where I found a great 
deal of Company beſides ourſelves. Af- 
ter Dinner, Cards were called for, and 
many. of them ſat down to play. I ex- 
cuſed myſelf on Account of a violent 
Head-ach, which I pretended to have z 
apd in order to give a greater Air of 
Probability. to what I had ſaid, I walked 
out into the Garden, for the Benefit of 
the Air. After raking a Turn or two, I 
went, and. fat down. in a little Arbour 
fituated at the End of a gravel Walk, 

and. there fell aſleep. Son Time after, 
Lwas waked by a Noiſe that 1 — at a 
ttle Diſtance from me. Upc ing to 
enquire into the Reaſon o found 
Miſs Solmes, my cruel Miſs = who, 
had but juſt before expreſſed ſuch a vir- 
tuous. Indignation at the Liberties I had 
taken, in a very indecent Poſture with 
the Gardiner. Make haſte, (ſaid ſhe to 
him, not having perceived my Approach) 
for I am afraid, they will miſs me in the 
Dining-Room. I could not help burſt- 
ing out into a Laugh, which made them 
turn to the Place where I ſtood ; and the 
Gardener took to. his Heels as faſt as he 
was able. Miſs Solmes, who was almoſt 
frighted out of her Wits, came to me 
with Tears in her Eyes, and entreated 
me, 
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me, that I would not expoſe her. She 
enforced what ſhe ſaid with many tender 
Endearments; nay, went ſo far as to 
proteſt ſhe would be wholly mine. But 
all this was; loſt upon me, who -deſpiſed; 
her now, as much as I admired her be-, 
fore, She was. terribly alarmed at my. 
not ſeeming to take any Notice of what 
ſhe had ſaid; and thought ſhe ſhould, 
be the Talk of the Town, as well as 
Miſs Martin. Indeed ſhe deſerved it full, 

as much: But as my concealing it could, 
be attended with no ill Conſequence to 
myſelf, I ſuffered myſelf to be prevailed; 

upon by her Entreaties. 
Diſcretion has been the chief Qualifi- 
cation I have valued myſelf upon thröugh- 
out Life; and which, in my younger 
Days, was one great Cauſe of my being 
ſo favourably received by the fair Sex. 
But this was not the only Motive that 
induced me to conceal this Adventure. 

For had I been ſo imprudent as to have 
told it about, the Perſon to whom the 
Preference had been given, would have 
ſhocked my Vanity in no ſmall Degree. 
Upon theſe Conſiderations, therefore, I 
aſſured her that J would not mention a, 
Syllable of the Affair; and accordingly 
kept my Word. However, from that 

H 4 Time 


F _— „ n — — _— * 9 — * 
a Ft * — IO A — = I. "P 
g - 2 — — — — — — X — 
— — — — — — — —ͤ]— — —N—N)—— 2 — — 
=_ a 


2 —— 


= 
f 1 
, 

. 
1 
_ 
3 
1 
| 
1 
[0 

10 

4 

+ 


— — 
- . —— — 


— — w = 
; o , ” — — —o ⁴à1 —U— — 
—— 4 — — ow, 
: — ——ä — * 

—— . ———ñ—4 ä— UOSRU — — 

- — — te Ae wes 

N 

* 


152 TRUE MERITT, 
Time I determined never to go near the 


Houſe any more. And yet even this 
was not ſufficient to give me a Diſguſt to 
the Sex. Inured to Diſappointments, I 
became leſs ſenfible of them every Time, 
which ſo far from diminiſhing, that they 
encreaſed my Deſire of obtaining ſome- 
thing better. However, they had this 
one good Effect, that they corrected the 
Viciouſneſs of my Inclinations, though 
they conquered not the Inclination itſelf ; 
and having found that Vice, under what 
Appearance ſoever it was concealed, was 
little elſe than Deceit, I was confirmed: 


in my Reſolution of applying myſelf to 


engage the Affections of ſome Lady of 
Reputation, whoſe Efteem was worth the 


having; and who, would not make me 
a Sacrifice to a Rival, or for want of one 


to her own Caprice. 1 
I was now in my twentieth Year ; and 
thought that it was high Time for me 
to think of ſettling in the World. I knew 
indeed that my Fortune was ſufficient to- 
ſupport me very genteely, yet the natu- 
ral Partiality which every one feels to- 
wards himſelf, heightened by the Praiſes 
that I continually received, contributed, 
no doubt, to perſuade me, that I was 
accountable to Society for the Abilities F 
8 Was 
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was Maſter of. It was Ambition that 
prompted me to improve them, and 
therefore, I determined to put myſelf out 
of the Way of every Thing that might 
retard my Deſign; and to give up my 
Time and Induſtry to the advancing 
myſelf in Life. One Part I employed in 
cultivating the Eſteem of thoſe who, I 
knew, were able, and who, I -hoped, 
would be willing to get me a Place; the 
other I chiefly ſet apart in endeavouring 
to make myſelf capable of difcharging 
the Duty that might be required of me, 
ſhould my Application ſucceed. So that 
the Morning was ſpent in my Study, the 
Afternoon in paying my Reſpe&s to 
Lord M——, the Duke of S—— and 
other People of Quality to whom I had 
the Honour of being known. | 

My Lord M. one Day took me 
to a diſtant Relation of his, Who ſeem- 
ed to be a very good fort of a Woman, 
that had two young Ladies who boarded 
with her. One was the Daughter of a 

Gentleman of the firſt Rank, that my 
Lord deſigned to marry his Son to; of 
which the young Gentleman was extreme- 
ly deſirous. The other, ſaid he, is Miſs 
Afieck, a near Relation of Lord R—'s; 
who takes Care of her. The. Parents 
0 £5. £ were 
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were in good Circumſtances, and the 
young Lady would have had a good 
Fortune, had her Father been more pru- 
dent. I need not give you any Deſcrip- 
tion of their Perſons: I leave you to 


judge of them. I immediately conclud- 


ed that Lord M——, who had my In- 
tereſt much at Hart, and would have it 
ſoon in his Power to provide for me, in- 
tended to recommend me to Miſs Afﬀteck ; 
which could not fail of having great 
Weight with her; and likewiſe on the 
other Hand I did not doubt, but that ſhe 
was deſerving of my utmoſt Affection 
and Eſteem. TAmuſed myſelf with theſe 
pleaſing Hopes, and accordingly deter- 
mined to make Uſe of every Method E 
could think of to engage her Heart. 

The Ladies, ſoon after our Arrival, 
came down into the Parlour. Both of 
them appeared to me to be extremely 
handſome. My Lord introduced me to 
them as a particular Friend of his. The 


Converſation at firſt was very general. I 


waited with great Impatience to know 


_ which was the Lady I was to addreſs. 


As they were both dreſſed pretty much 
alike, there was no judging by that 
Means. Their Shapes were extremely 
fine, they ſeemed much of the ſame Age, 

| about 
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about Seventeen; one of them was ex- 
tremely fair, and as much upon the Re- 
ſerve, as the other was lively, and open. 
The latter was not indeed ſo fair, but 
her Complexion was exceedingly deli- 
cate; her Eyes large and expreſſive, her 
Face of an oval Form, and her Features 
extremely regular. Altho' while I re- 
mained doubtful which of them was 
Miſs Afieck, my Heart was in a Manner 
divided between them both, yet I could 
not help. wiſhing ſecretly that this might 
be ſhe. The Event was anſwerable to my 
Wiſhes. After ſhe had paid her Com- 
pliments to Lord A -, ſhe informed 
him that ſhe had lately received a Letter 
from her Father, wherein he acquainted 
her with his Deſign of removing her from- 
the Place where the now was, the Be. 
ginning of the next Winter. I will be 
ſo free, ſaid ſhe, as to tell you that I am 
extremely glad, inaſmuch as I have for 
tome time paſt longed to go. into Life, 
whieh is much more agreeable to me, 
than the living in the retired Way I do 
at preſent. But {till this Joy is allayed, 
as Fam at the ſame Time informed, that 
he deſigns to marry me to an Officer, 
whom he is very intimate with. This is 
the more diſguſting, as I have already 
declared 
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declared my Intentions never to have 
him. In this Caſe, however, continued 
ſhe, I ſhall put myſelf under Lady M—'s 
Protection; and I doubt not but ſhe will 
make Uſe of all the Intereſt ſhe has with 
my Father to induce him to forſake this 
his Purpoſe ; which, if he perſiſts in, can 
end in nothing but my being truly 
miſerable. Lord M— deſired ſhe would 
Immediately acquaint his Lady with her 
Situation; telling her that it would be 


much better to do it, before Mr. eck 


came for her. She thanked him for his 
good Advice, and promiſed to follow it. 
Lord A7 „who had a Mind I ſhould 
be of the Party, aſked if I did not think 
it would be the moſt prudent Step, ſhe 
could take? I immediately declared it 
was; and from thence took occaſion to 
launch out into the Praiſes of the young 
Lady, for her extraordinary Reſolution. 
I endeavoured to convince her, that be- 
ing ſo far from ſubmitting to marry a 
Perſon that was her Averſion, ſhe ſhould 
never think of entring into that State, 
but with one, for whom ſhe had the 
higheſt Eſteem, as well as Affection; 
which laſt depending more on Fancy than 
Judgment, was apt in Time to ſubſide, 
if not kept alive by the former. Miſs 

Aﬀleck 
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Aﬀieck ſeemed extremely pleaſed with 
what I had ſaid, and introduced a Con- 
verſation, in which ſhe acquitted herſelf 
ſo well, that it raiſed her, if poſſible, in 
my Opinion. Lord M was talking 
in the mean Time with the other Lady 
very earneſtly; ſo that probably we 
had ſtaid there much longer, had not the 
Time of Day reminded us that we ought” 
to take our Leave. | 

While we were going Home, I re- 
turned Lord M a thouſand Thanks 
for having introduced me to ſuch amia- 
ble Ladies; and owned to him at the 
ſame Time, that all the good Qualities 
one could ever hope to have centered in 
one Woman, ſeemed to be united in 
Miſs Afﬀeck ; and that I felt a great In- 
clination to love her; if I was not in 
Love with her already. He, upon. this, 
acquainted me, that as his Lady was 
deſirous that Miſs Afleck ſhould be diſ- 
poſed of in Marriage to a Perſon of 
Worth and Reputation, and as he in- 
tended to provide for me as ſoon as it 
lay in his Power, ſo he thought the in- 
troducing me to her was a main Step 
towards the Completion of the Happi- 
neſs of us both, as it would tend to- 
unite the Intereſts of two Families that: 

| | were 
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were equally dean to him. He added 
further, that he had too great an Eſteem 
for me, not to be very deſirous that this 
Match ſhould; take Place; and as we 
were both of us extremely ſuitable to 
each other, he- didi not doubt, but we 
ſhould: ſoon, engage one anothers A ﬀec- 
tions; and that. whenever that was the 
Caſe, he would; mention the Affair to 
his Lady, whoſe Conſent and Intereſt he 
was ſure of obtaining. We uled fre- 
uently to pay our Reſpects to the young 
— from whom I. never returned, 
without diſcovering ſome new Charms 
in Miſs Af/eck. In a little Time I felt a 
Paſſion tor her in a Degree that I had 
hitherto been entirely a. Stranger to. 
The former Paſſions which J had felt, I 
called by, the Name of Love, for Want 
of knowing what to call them. Miſs 
Wilſon's Beauty had indeed: caught my 
Admiration; but penetrated: — 1 
and, therefore, as ſoon. as the Object was 
removed, my Heart reſumed its uſual 
Freedom and Alacrity. Miſs Saxby's 
agreeable Perſon and Behaviour, had 
raiſed in my Breaſt a Tenderneſs, which 
the Impediments, thrown in our Way 
by our Parents, taught us to conſider 
as Love, Gratitude had engaged * to 
N Mrs. 
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Mrs. Barton, and the Love of Pleaſure 
made me continue her Acquaintance. 
Laſtly, Miſs Powis had given me Hopes, 
that I ſhould marry her ſome Time or 
other ; which perhaps her Beauty, and 
perhaps the Largeneſs of her Fortune, 
made me equally deſirous of. But quite 
contrary to my Behaviour in theſe po 
ral Inſtances, the oftener I ſaw Miſs 
Act, the more was I at a Loſs to find 
out the different Senfations with which 
I found myſelf affected. When I was 
abſent from her, I was continually em- 
ployed in thinking what little Aſſiduities 
and Arts of pleaſing I ſhould put in prac- 
tice to ſecure her Affection. But when- 
ever ſhe appeared, my Schemes vaniſhed, 
my Reſolution forſook me, and I had 
hardly Courage enough to look her in 
the Face. Her Air, her Voice, her Con- 
verſation, in ſhort every Thing contri- 
buted to make me more and more in 
love with her. I was at one, and the 
ſame Time, an humble Admirer, a ten- 
der Friend, and a reſpectful Lover. Al- 
tho* I felt within the moſt ardent De- 
fires, yet I could perceive that they were 
under the Influence and Direction of 
Sentiments, which breathed nothing but 
Purity itſelf; and indeed I was fully per- 

h ſuaded, 
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ſuaded, that this was both the firſt, and 
laſt Time I ſhould ever be really in Love. 
The Sequel will be an evident Proof that 
J was not miſtaken in my Opinion; for: 
to this delightful, yet cruel Paſſion, all 
the Happineſs, and all the Miſery that I 
afterwards felt in Life, were owing to a 
great Degree. | | 
Being violently in Love, I determined 
to conceal it no longer from the fair 
Cauſe of it. My Eyes, for ſome Time, 
were the only Interpreters I could make 
_ Uſe of. I ventured to explain the Situa- 
tion' of my_Heart in Words which were 
hardly liable to be miſtaken, and on the 
right Underſtanding of which depended 
my future Happineſs. Miſs Afeck did 
not ſeem at all ſurprized at my making; 
this Confeſſion, and told me ſhe was ſo 
far from feeling any natural. Averſion to 
me, that ſhe neither could, nor would 
refuſe me her Eſteem : That ſhe thought 
me ſufficiently qualified to make any rea- 
ſonable Woman happy: That if I really 
loved her, Time and my Love might 
carry her ſtill farther, and that ſhe would 
not conceal from me the Progreſs that J 
ſhould make in her Affections. I was in 
Raptures at this open Declaration, which 


6 i kemed to be ſo much in my Favour, and 
| indeed 
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indeed contributed greatly to prejudice 
me in hers, ſince J perceived every Day 
more and more Freedom and Ingenuity, 
which would alone have engaged my 
Eſteem, had ſhe been poſſeſſed of no 
other Perfections. For being naturally 
of a very open Temper myſelf, I pro- 
poſed to fix on nobody, but one whoſe 
Truth and Sincerity I had long Experi- 
ence of, and on whom I might very 


0 ſecurely depend. Theſe Qualities, indeed, 


are but very rarely to be met with; and 
are, therefore, rather to be wiſhed for than 
expected. Miſs Afileck was poſſeſſed of 
them in a very eminent Degree, and 
indeed it was not long before ſhe gave 
me convincing Proofs of it. 

About three Months after I had been 
firſt introduced to her, during which 
Time I had paid my Reſpects very re- 
gularly three Times a Week, ſhe owned 
to me one Day, ſhe had now ſo entire a 
Regard for me, that ſhe deſized nothing 
more than our being married, and ex- 
preſſed a great Unwillingneſs to the go- 
ing with her Father. I expreſſed my 
Concern for her, and told her how much. 
I feared that ſhe would be forced into a 
Match, that her Father ſeemed fond of. 
dhe replied, that ſhe had taken — 

. Pre- 
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Precautions. upon that Head; that ſhe 
had not only ſpoke about it to Lady 
, ſeveral Times, but had wrote 
to her Mother in the Country, and that 
they had both aſſured her, in the ſtrongeſt 
Manner, that they would uſe their ut- 
moſt Endeavours to prevent a Match, 
which ſeemed to give her ſo much Un- 
ealineſs, | | 
Curioſity: (for I could not be jealous 
of an unhappy Lover) induced me to 
aſk her, what was the Reaſon ſhe. had 
ſuch an Averſion to the Officer, her Fa- 
ther intended ſhould be her Huſband ? 
She informed me that Captain Mar hand, 


(for that was the young Gentleman's. 


Name) was about my Age, and very 
handſome. That at firſt ſhe was ex- 
tremely taken with his: Appearance ; but 
he had gat ſuch a Habit of Lying, that 
he did it almoſt every Inſtant; and that 
wo. for no, one: Reaſon, in the World. 
That this: had made her- deſpiſe him, 
which is not a great many Degrees diſ- 
tant from the Paſſion of Hatred. This 


Failing is ſo great a one, continued ſhe, 
that I think it is of all the moſt inſup- 


portable in a Huſband; What, indeed, 
makes: it appear the more odious, to me, 
is, that natural Love L have ever bad 


for 
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for Truth, both in Principle and Prac- 
tice. I am ſurprized, indeed, that he 
ſhould ſtill ſo earneſtly deſire me, ſince 
I have mortified his Vanity, of which 
he has a ſufficient Share, by declaring 
more than once my utter Averſion to 
him. Nay, I have done more; for he 
has this laſt Summer lodged in London, 
and tried ſeveral Times to gain Admit- 
tance to me, but I have always excuſed 
myſelf from receiving his Viſits. 

I told her, that there was no Hope of 
amending any Faults which Love had 
not the Power to conquer, and that, un- 
doubtedly, Captain Markland's Affection 
for her was not ſo great as mine, ſince I 
found myſelf in a Diſpoſition to correct 
whatever Parts of my Character fhe 
might think blameable, in order that I 
might have better Succeſs than that un- 
fortunate Gentleman, That with this 
View, I conjured her by that Sincerity 
which conſtituted ſo aimable a Part of 
her Character, that ſhe would inform 
me what ſhe thought either in my Mo- 
rals or Behaviour. That if I was ſo un- 
fortunate as to fail in my intended Hap- 
pineſs, I could only attribute it to my 
own Defects; and that I would endea- 
vour, by all the Means that I could * 

| uſe 


* 
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uſe of, to amend them. You ſhall be 
informed then, ſaid ſhe ſmiling, and if 
your Love is as great as you profeſs, as 
I believe it is, you will not complain of 
the Hardſhip of my Requeſt. Lord 
M——, upon acquainting me with his In- 
tention of introducing you to me, repre- 
ſented you as a young Gentleman of diſ- 
tinguiſhed Merit, that he thought him- 
felt obliged to provide for. Nor has he 
at all deceived me in the Character that 
he gave me of you. I perceived his De- 
ſign. The Deſire of pleaſing, common 
to our Sex, and perhaps not very uncom- 
mon among yours, added to my being 


willing to enter into Life, contributed 


greatly to prejudice me in your Favour. 
But your Appearance ſo much beyond 
my Expectations, ſurprized me very 
agreeably. [Your Converſation convin- 
ced me that you was deſerving of my 
Efteem, and, indeed, I had no Intentions 
of going any further at that Time. How- 
ever ſmall my Abilities, which have not 
had much Opportunity of being improv- 
ed, partly owing tothe Manner of my Edu- 
cation, and partly to the Retirement that 
F have always lived in, yet I could eaſily 


perceive that your Underſtanding was 


very uncommon, having been improved 
by 


* 
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by the Advantages of Learning, where- 
in, I muſt own, I have always envied 
your Sex; and which ſome People arg 
ſo abſurd as to imagine ours utterly in- 
capable of receiving. However, I did not 
think theſe ſufficient Qualifications to 
engage my Affections, had they not been 
accompanied with that agreeable Beha- 
viour, which I doubt you are not ſenſi- 
ble of, and which, indeed, I ſhould 
blame you for, if you was in any great 
Degree. Why is he not (have I often 
ſaid to myſelf) as handſome as Captain 
Markland? Oh! why is not Captain Mark- 
land bleſſed with Mr. & 's improved 
Underſtanding! However, by ſeeing 
you often, this laſt Conſideration wore 
off by Degrees. You talked to me of 
your Love in ſuch a Manner, that you 
almoſt at the ſame Time. convinced me 
of the Sincerity of it. I began to 21/5 
that your Profeſſions might be ſincere, 
and after that I found it no great Diffi- 
culty to perſuade myſelf that they were 
ſo. In a little Time, I found Sentiments 
ariſing in my Breaſt, which I had never 
telt upon any other Perſon's Account 
before; and which were much too ſtron 
and lively to proceed merely from Eſteem. 
could not look upon them as reſulting 
from 
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from Friendſhip. Nay, had I been ever 
ſo willing to have done it, the Warmth 


which accompanied them, would have 


convinced me of the contrary. What 
Thall I ſay then? You have made me 
look on that as a Happineſs, which for 
ſome Time paſt has given me a great 
deal of Uneaſineſs. I hope that the Dif- 
ficulty which you have met with in 
pleaſing me, will give you a Conſtancy, 
unuſual to be met with among Man- 


kind; and being ſure that you will 
not fail of acquiring the Eſteem of all 


the Women of your Acquaintance, my 
own Experience makes me wiſh, that 
you may not addreſs any one elſe fo far 
as to gain her Love. 

How happy I am, cried I, in an Ex- 
racy, in having the good Opinion of fo 
accompliſhed a young Lady ! The Sa- 
crifice you require at my Hands is really 
nothing; but were I the moſt lovely, 
and the moſt beloved of all Mankind, 
the Value I ſhould ſet on thoſe outward 
Advantages, would be only in Propor- 
tion as they would conduce to the giving 
you freſh Aſſurances of the moſt tender 


and conſtant Affection. You are, and 


ever will be more to me than all the 


Advantages I can reap from the whole 
World 
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World beſides. Indeed, I want Words 
to expreſs the Gratitude that I feel. 
When I had made an End of ſpeaking, 
J ſeized her Hand and kiſſed it with 
great Eagerneſs. She drew it back, and 
bluſhed. I ſhould have ſtayed much 
longer, but the Evening drew on apace, 
and I found it was Time to make an 


End of my Viſit. 
As ſoon as I had an Opportunity of 
talking with Lord M——, I acquainted 


him with the favourable Reception that 
I had met with from Miſs Mieck. He 
congratulated me on my Succeſs, and 
promiſed me he would ſpeak to his Lady 
in my Behalf. 'He kept his Word that 
very Day, and found her extremely for- 
ward to ſerve me in the Affair, as ſoon 
as the young Lady's Father and Mother 
came to Town, I was almoſt diſtracted 
with Joy upon hearing this good News, 
and longed with the utmoſt Impatience 
for the Day that I was again to viſit Miſs 
Afﬀieck. I thought it would not be pro- 
per to go without Lord M——-, leſt he 
ſhould either take Offence at it, or the 
old Lady, at whoſe Houſe ſhe was, ſhould 
refuſe me Admittance. However, at 
laſt the happy Time came in which we 


went. As ſoon as we were got thither, 
we 
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we were informed, that Miſs had ſet out 
that very Morning with her Father, who 
came to fetch her into the Country, where 
her Mother was ſo ill, that ſne was afraid 
ſhe ſhould never ſee her Daughter any 
more. He had deſired his Reſpects to 


Lady M-—, and hoped ſhe would be 
ſo good as to excuſe his not waiting upon 


her, as he was afraid the utmoſt Speed 
they could make would prove ineffec- 


tual, | 
A thouſand different Ideas crouded 


into my Imagination at once. I thought 


at firſt it might be an Artifice made Uſe 
of by Mr. Afieck to diſpoſe of his Daugh- 
ter in Marriage, without Lady M——'s 
knowing any Thing of the Matter. But, 
however, I recollected that as he was 


a Gentleman, ſo he was incapable of 


acting in that underhand Manner; and 
this Conſideration put me into better 
Spirits upon. the Occaſion. Yet notwith- 


ſtanding all this, I was pretty certain 
that it would be ſome Time before 1 
could have the Pleaſure of ſeeing her. 


For ſuppoſing her Mother ſhould die, 
ſhe would loſe a faithful Advocate; and 
conſequently it would be of great Diſ- 


advantage to me. On the other Hand, 


it ſhe ſhould recover, in all Probability 
it 
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it wonld be a great while firſt, and it 


was very likely that, during her Illneſs, 
ſhe would be glad to have her Daughter 
with her. Full of theſe Reflections, I 
reſolved to clear up the Aﬀair myſelf, I 
knew very well that Mr. Mieck's Country 
Houſe was about thirty Miles off. The 
young Lady was the only Perſon that 
could poſſibly know me; ſo that if I 
went diſguiſed, I had no Reaſon for any 
Apprehenſions of a Diſcovery. I deter- 
mined, therefore, to go thither in Lord 
s Livery. My Lord's Son, whom 
I informed of my intended Diguiſe, ap- 
proved of the Reaſons I gave him for ſo 
doing. He lent me a Couple of Horſes, 


and a Servant of his, whoſe Honeſty he 


could depend on. As ſoon as we arrived 
at the Place, I changed Cloaths with the 
Servant, in order to go alone to Mr. 
Afﬀeck's. I perceived a large Houſe ſtrait 
before me, and made up to it. The 
Gardener, who opened the Door, upon 
my enquiring after Mrs. Mech, told me 
that ſhe had indeed been extremely ill of 
a Cancer in her Breaſt; that a few Days 
before they expected her Death every 
Hour; but that ſhe had been growing 
better ever ſince, and that very Day the 
Phyſician and Surgeon had pronounced 

Vor. I. IS her 
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her to be out of Danger; that Mr. Act 
was gone out upon Buſineſs, and that 
Miſs never ſtirred from her Mamma's 
Bedſide. However, upon ſaying that I 
came from Lord M—'s, I was admitted 
inftantly into a Room even where the 
fick Lady was then lying. As there 
was but very little Light in the Room, 
I could hardly diftinguiſh whether there 
was any Body there or no. I could per- 
ceive, however, Miſs Afieck opening one 
of the Curtains, and telling her Mamma 
that Lady M-—— had ſent a Servant on 
purpoſe to enquire how ſhe did. She 
ſeemed extremely pleaſed at this Mark 
of Lady M——'s Kindneſs, and deſired 
that I would thank my Lady in her 
Name. 1 told her that I was to attend 
a Relation of my Lord's to a · Place 
about ſix Miles off in a few Days, and 
that I did not doubt but my Lady would 
deſire me to call again. I took this Pre- 
caution, that I might be at Liberty to 
make a ſecond Viſit without being at all 
ſuſpected. Mrs. Agieck defired that | 
would ſtay at her Houſe till the next 
Morning ; but I pretended that my La- 
dy had given me pc ſſitive Orders not to 
ſtay a Moment beyc nd what was ab o- 
jutely neceſlary; tor ſhe was extrem y 
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impatient to know how Mrs. Afieck did. 
The good old Lady commended my 
Fidelity, and deſired her Daughter to ſee 
that they took Care of me in the Kitchen. 
We went out of that Room into the 
Light, where Miſs Aflzck looked at me 
for ſome Time with great Attention 
and at laſt with an Air as if ſhe was 
afraid of being miſtaken; what ? ſaid 
ſhe, am I then deceived ? I thought I 
knew your Face, and your Voice made 
me ſuſpect ſome Deceit. The more I 
look at you, the more am I confirmed 
in my Opinion, that this Livery is only 
a Diſguiſe, It can never be your pro- 
per Habit. | 

You are much in the right, Madam, 
ſaid J ;. you are not miſtaken. Behold 


ar your Feet the unhappy Man,, that 


your Departure had almoſt thrown into 
Deſpair, and who could think of no other 
Method to obtain a Sight of you, than 
that he has made ule of. I will not con- 
ceal from you, ſaid ſhe, how ſenſibly I am 
affected with this Mark of your Eſteem. 
But the Condition, in which you appear 


at preſent, is as mortifying, as it is a 


Proof of your great Affection. This 
Station is indeed too much below you. 
There is no Condition, replicd J, but is 

12 ennobled 
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ennobled by Love. The Motive of my 
Coming ought to be a ſufficient Excuſe 
to you for the Manner of my Appear- 
ance, Examine my Conduct, and I 
hope you will find nothing blameable in 
it in this Reſpect. For I aſſure you, I 


would have undergone a great deal more 


for the ſake of the Pleaſure of your Com- 


| pany. We fat together about a couple 


of Hours; the greateſt Part of which 
Time was ſpent in the mutual Inter- 
change of Profeſſions of Love and Con- 
ſtancy ; and numberleſs Indearments, as 
tender as they were innocent, ſealed in a 
Manner our Contract. Miſs Mieck was 
however forced to leave me very fre- 
quently to go to her Mother. 

Before I left the Houſe, I had the 
Pleaſure of hearing, that Mr. Afleck's 
Buſineſs would draw him to Town, as 


' ſoon as his Wife could be able to bear 


the Fatigue of the Journey. I promiſed 
on the other Hand that I would take 
Advantage of the Precaution before-men- 
tioned to return ina few Days. In order 
to let ſlip the Time that they might ſup- 
poſe I had ſpent in the Journey I pre- 
rended I was to make, I went to a Vil- 
lage about two Miles from Mr. Aflect's, 


and from thence wrote to Lord M——'s 
| Son, 
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Son, to inform him of the Reaſon of my 
ſtaying. I gave the Servant that accom- 
panied me the Letter, and told him, that 
provided he delivered it very ſoon, he 
might ſtay in London a couple of Days 
to reſt himſelf, and that he might bring 
me the Anſwer afterwards. In order to 
hinder any Enquiry being made about 
me in the Village, I ſtaid at Home the 
whole Time, and waited with great Im- 
patience for the Day, on which I was ta 
return to Miſs Afleck, On my Arrival 
thither, I found her Mother ſurprizingly 
recovered for ſo ſhort a Time. Mr. 
Aﬀieck had received a Letter which re- 
quired his immediate Journey to Town. 
He accordingly went that very Evening, 
and defines going to Lord M——'s 
the firſt J hing he did, to thank them 
for their great Civility in ſending to en- 
quire after his Wife's Health. Miſs 
Aﬀieck aſked me, in her Mother's Hear- 
ing, whether I could ſtay while ſhe wrote 
a couple of Letters ? One of which ſhe 
intended for Lady M——, and the other 
for the Perſon at whoſe Houſe ſhe had 


| boarded when in Town. I told her I 


would ſtay as long as ſhe pleaſed. Then 
pray ſtay here, ſaid Mrs. Aﬀeck, till To- 
morrow ; for I am ſure you muſt be 

1 tired 
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tired with riding about ſo much. I made 
no other Anſwer than ſeveral low Bows, 
by which I intended to expreſs my Aſſent. 
Miſs Afleck took me into her Father's 
Cloſer, under Pretence of deſiring me to 
mend a Pen or two, and there ieforme al 
me, that ſhe had accidentally ſeen the 
Direction of the Letter which had occa- 
ſioned her Father's ſudden Departure, 
and that ſhe knew it to be Captain Mark- 
land's Hand Writing. Her Father, ſhe 
ſaid, had. talked of him to her, as of a 


Man, whom he intended for her imme- 


diate Huſband ; but that ſhe was not un 

der any great Apprehenſions, becauſe 
this Lover of hers was too much attach- 
ed to his own Intereſt; to take her with- 
out any Portion. For her Father, whole 


Eſtate was but ſmall, could not afford to 


give her any Thing ; and, therefore, her 
+ortune depended wholly on her Mo- 
ther's Goodneſs, who would not put 
herſelf to a Farthing Expence to make 
her Daughter unhappy ; which ſhe was 
now thoroughly convinced would be the 
Caſe, if ſhe married the Captain. That 
ſhe had even already prejudiced her Mo- 
ther in my Behalf, by repreſenting me 
to her in a very advantageous Light, 


and "OF telling her how much I was 
eſteemed 
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eſteemed by Lord M—— and his Family, 


and likewiſe, that it was by my Lord's 


Means that ſhe became acquainted with 
me. The Hopes of ingratiating herſelf 
with Lady MN. by being particularly 
civil, was, I found, of no ſmall Weight 
with the Mother. 

All that I could ſay was not ſufficient: 
to prevail on Miſs Afieck to let me go 
down into the Kirchen, and dine among 
the Servants, She made her Footman 
lay a Cloth in the Hall; and came her- 
{elf two or three Times to me under Pre- 
tence that ſhe wanted to enquire ſome- 
thing about Lady M—— and her Fami- 
ly. How ſenſibly I was affected with 
this Aﬀability, I leave to the Conſidera- 
tion of thoſe, whoſe Hearts have been 
in the ſame Situation that mine then was. 
After Dinner ſhe contrived to leave her 
Mother to the Care of the Nurſe, and 
to ſhew me the whole Houſe, She told 
me that ſhe looked on this Viſit, as a 
Kind of coming to take Poſſeflion. The 


Houle ſeemed to me to be very conve- 


nient, and in good Repair. The Gar- 
den was large, and prettily laid out. We 
went over each, altho' we did not make 
any great Haſte. She did not leave me 
till almoſt Supper Time, when ſhe fa- 
I 4 | voured 
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voured me with her Company in the 
ſame Manner as ſhe had at Dinner. 

The next Morning I went to take my 
Leave of Miſs Affleck, and as I was go- 
ing out of her Room into a Saloon, I 
found that every Thing had been {ct 
there ready for Breakfaſt. Miſs Afﬀieck 
dreſſed herſelf, and came and ſat with me. 
We then conſulted how we might write 
to one another with the greateſt Secrecy 
and Security; and after having given 
each other numberlefs Aſſurances of our 
mutual Love, we parted, Our Eyes 
were almoſt drowned in Tears; and we 
ſeemed as if we were apprehenſive before- 
hand of the Misfortunes that were after- 
wards but too ſeverely felt by each 
of us. | 

I pulled off my Livery when I got to 
the Village where I had ſtaid ſometime 
before, and mounting my Horſe, rode 
en towards London extremely penſive 
and melancholy. Upon enquiring at 
Lord M——'s, I found that Mr. Afﬀeck 
had not been there yet. I told Mr, 
M——, Lord M——'s Son, how ex- 
tremely ſurprized I was at it. He told 
me, he did not doubt, but that he was 
making merry with his Miſtreſs on Ac- 
count of his Wite's Recovery. Or ra- 

oY ther, 
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ther, that he was taking the Opportunity 
of the Abſence of the one, to give him- 
ſelf up wholly to the other. Lady M—, 
during my Abſence, had been made ac- 
quainted with my Departure. I gave 
her, therefore, the Letter that Miſs 
Aﬀleck had intruſted me with, and Mr.“ 
M—— took upon him to deliver the 
other. I wrote immediately to Miſs 
Aﬀieck, and told her that her Father had 
not as yet been at Lord M 's. 
Anſwer, without informing me exactly 
of what might be the Cauſe of this De- 
lay, was wrote in ſuch a Manner as to 
confirm the Suſpicions that Mr. A 
had already mentioned. I thought I had 
nothing elſe to do, but to wait either till 
Mr. Afﬀieck thought proper to appear, or 
till his Lady was quite recovered. 

One Day, as I was going along St, 
ames*s-Street with Dr. Bathurſt, we met 
a young Fellow of his Acquaintance, 
whom I knew only by Sight. He would 
force us to go into aneighbouring Coffee- 
houſe ; where for ſome Time, they en- 
groſſed the whole Converſation to them- 
ſelves; and not contented with that, 
would often interrupt each other, and by 

that Means, be talking both at the ſame 
Time. At laſt the Doctor caught the 
13 Attention 
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Attention of his Companion, while he 
was giving him an Account of the ſeve- 
ral Par ties ; of Pleaſure, that we had been 
engaged in the Summer before. He 
launched out greatly in admiring my 
Happineſs and flattering my Taſte, who 
always had, he ſaid, the fineſt Girls of 
any that could be got. I would not ſwear 
that you do, ſaid 1, but that you /zem to 
envy me, is very plain; for I have hardly 
ever been in Company with you ſince that 
Time, but you have mentioned it. How 
lucky! cried the other; there ſhe goes! Is 
not that a lovely Girl? faid he, addreſſing 
himſelf to the Doctor. I think. ſhe is, 
replied he. Cannot you tell me, ſaid 
the other where ſhe lives ? I do not know 
the Houſe, ſaid he, but I know ſhe 
lodges ſomewhere hereabouts. S—— 
can inform you Getter than I can. But, 
1 believe, you will loſe your Labour ; 
for, if I miſtake not, this is her Harveſt 
Time. In order, therefore, to be well 
received there during the Winter, leſs 
Giddineſs, and more Dexterity and Ad- 
dreſs than you are Maſter of, is required. 
Follow my Advice 1n this Affair. You 
have nothing elſe to do, but to pay your 
Court to & „and the Thing will be 


done, ſaid he, clapping me on the Shoul- 
der. 
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der. This Man, continued he, is ſoon 
tired; when, therefore, he is taken with 
ſome new Object, you need not doubt, 
but he will let you have a Share | in that 
which he has left. 

I had obſerved, that ever Gack the Be- 
ginning of this Converſation, two Of- 
ficers, who were dreſled in the ſame Re- 
gimentals, and who came into the Coffee. 
houſe much about the Time we did, 
had ſeated themſelves at a Table not far 
from us, and ſeemed to be liſtening to 
our Diſcourſe. Their Attention was viſi- 
bly increaſed, when Dr. Bathurſt named 
the Girl that was going by the Door. 
One of them, who appeared to be the 
Elder of the two, even got up, and went 
tothe Window ; and on his returning to 
his Seat, I overheard him tell his Friend, 
it is ſhe indeed. Upon which the youn- 
geſt anſwered, you will ſee that you have 
not been impoſed upon, and, I hope, 
will give me the Satisfaction I- deſire. 
}:ver ſince that Time, one or other of 
them had been continuaily eying me. 
This made me conclude that the Eldeſt, 
who ſeemed to be about forty, was in 
Love with the Girl that had been juſt 
mentioned. And tho', indeed, it was 
not very II! cely this mould be the Caſe, 

yet 


180 TRun MER, 


yet ſtill it was not impoſſible. This was 
Jufficient to make me deſirous of putting 
an End to a Converſation, of which J 
was now thoroughly tired. I was not 
under any Apprehenſions that a Man of 
Senſe would call me to an Account for his 
Miſtreſs's Inconſtancy ; however, I was 
not willing that ſhe ſhould be the Sacri- 
fice of the Doctor's Imprudence. With 
this View II determined to make him ſome 
Reply. Are you not ſurprized, ſaid I 
to him, at my Patience in hearing the 
Stuff you have been talking about me? 

A very pretty Story you have been mak- 
ing up! 1s it not? which, if believed 
by any Body that heard you, would 
make them think, I was as great a Rake 
as yourſelf, Do you imagine that the 
hurting my Reputation will increaſe the 
Credit of yours ? No, no; believe me, 
you may hurt me, but can never better 
yourſelf, Do not you know what a 
Piece of Work there was, and what a 
Number of Lies you was obliged to 
trump up in order to drag me out of my 
Study ? Beſides, the Girl that you ſpoke 
of as my Acquaintance, did not go by 
.the Name you mentioned ; and ſhe has 
no more Reſemblance to her that went 
by juſt now, than the Words, which 
you are continually pouring forth in ſuch 
Haſte, 
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Haſte, have to common Senſe. She has 
Juſt ſtept into the Houſe over againſt us. 
If you have a Mind, I will convince you 
immediately of the Truth of what I have 
been ſaying. We will go and buy ſome 
Trinkets at the Shop, which are very 
fuitable for ſuch Fellows as you, who 
ive them to the Women, 
The reſolute Air, which accompanied 
what I had ſaid, amazed my two Com- 
panions. The Doctor would willingly 
have made a Reply, but I prevented him 
by ſaying, I thought you knew me bet- 
ter, than to imagine I would retract, 
when I have gone ſo far. Once more 
J appeal to your Shatterbrain, whether 
you will go with me, or no? He told 
me he could not poſſibly go then; but 
that the very firſt Opportunity, he ſhould 
expect I would conduct him thither. 
Whenever you pleaſe, ſaid I, getting up 
from my Seat; upon which the reſt did 
the ſame, and we all went out. 
As ſoon as I left them, I went to Lord 
s, and looking behind me, ſaw 
the two Officers, that had been in the 
Coffee-houſe, coming towards the Door. 
One of them aſked whether my Lord was 
at Home? But being told that he was 


gone out with my Lady, and would nat 
* 
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be at Home till Night, they went away. 
As I was going up to Mr. ] —78 
Room, I congratulated myſelf on having 
quieted the Suſpicions that the Doctor's 
Diſcourſe might have given the Officers, 
which would not have turned to my Ad- 
vantage; and which might have preju- 
diced Lord M againſt me, if it had 
ever reached his Ears. Nor was that at 
all unlikely, conſidering the Officers were 
of his Acquaintance, 

I found Mr. AA. engaged in Com- 
pany ; ſo that I ſtaid but a little while, 
and then returned to my own Lodgings. 
Two Days after, towards the I.vening, 
J went to Lord 1M: 's, and found 
that my Lord and Lady were playing ar 
Cards, with ſome other Perſons that had 
dined there. Mr. M——, with three 
other young People, made a Party in 
another Room. Thither I went, and 
whom ſhould I ſee ſtanding there, but 
the very Officer, that I had imagined 
to be the Girl's humble Admirer. He 

ſeemed uneaſy that Mr. AM: was en- 
gaged; and being tired of doing nothing, 
was continually walking round and round 
the Table, and every now and then lean- 
ing upon the Chairs of the People at 
play; which perpetually gave them, and 
every 
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every Body elſe, a great deal of Uneaſi- 
nels. I perceived that he viewed me 
very attentively. I obſerved him like- 
wiſe in the ſame Manner. He was a tall 
well-made Man ; but his Face, which 
was continually on the Frown, beſpoke 
him ſour and ill- natured. I foreſaw that 
he would aſk me to play with him, and 
therefore pretended to have forgot ſome- 
thing, and was juſt going out, when he 
(topped me, and deſired I would play a 
Game at Picquet with him. A Wink 
that I received from Mr. V. obliged: 
me to comply. We played ſeveral Games 
much more quietly than I expected. At 
lait, finding that I had neither won nor 
loſt, I begged he would excuſe my play- 
ing any longer; giving him as a Reaſon, 


| what 1 had before pretended. He de- 


fired me to play one Rubber more, and 
then ſaid, he would not treſpaſs upon me 
any further. When we firſt ſat down to 
play, he ſeemed tor a while quite abſent. 
At laſt, as if recollecting himſelf, and 
leaning over the Table towards me, for 
tear the reſt of the Company ſhould over- 
hear him; Sir, ſaid he, I dare ſay, you 
remember me enough to know that I am 
the Perſon, who overhcard your Conver- 
lation at the Coftee-houſe two or three 
| | Days 
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Days ago. As the Subject of it, was a 
Perſon, in whoſe Intereſt I am very near- 
ly concerned, I liſtened attentively to 
what was going forwards. The Anſwer 
that you gave one of the Gentlemen who 
came along with you, would have led 
me to conclude, that what he ſaid was 
only a Jeſt which he had a mind to put 
upon you, had I not been appriſed 
ſometime before, of your private Cor- 
reſpondence with the Girl that paſſed by 
the Window. You muſt know then, 
Sir, that I have kept her for theſe two 
Years ; and that I am very credibly in- 
formed you have enticed her away from 
me. I am not willing to be dup'd by 
her, or to ſee myſelt over-reached by 
other People. But ſince you have choſe 
to engage in this Affair, you mult be 
anſwerablefor the Conſequences that will 
enfue, as I doubt not but I ſhall meet you 
fometime or other. 

Juſt as he had ſaid this, Lord M— 
came up, and ſtaid ſometime to ſee us 
play, which hindered me from anſwer- 
ing the Officer, as I intended to have 
done. This Gentleman, who had been 
beforehand with me, and who ſeemed 
quick at taking an Aftront, reſolved to 
give me ſome Ground for quarelling with 
| | him, 
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him, which, however triffling, would ſerve 
at leaſt as a Pretence for my doing ſo. 
Ne was the eldeſt Hand; and its being 
his Turn to put out, he laid out but 
four, and took in five; the eight Cards 
that he had in his Hand, being all of 
a Suit. I perceived, as we were play- 
ing, that he had got a Card too much; 
and foreſaw very plainly what would be 
the Conſequence of telling him of it. 
However, as Lord M=—— was ſtanding 
cloſe by me, I could not help taking No- 
tice of it, which I did in the genteeleſt 
Manner I could. He told me that it muſt 
be a Miſtake of mine. After having 
examined our Tricks, we looked at the 
Cards that each of us had put out. Upon 
which he affected a Surprize at finding 
that he had put out but four ; but, how- 
ever, calling it a Miſtake, he inſiſted - 
upon it that the Game ought to be his 
notwithſtanding. I told him that what he 
was _ to look upon as a Miſtake, 
was ſuch a one, as, by the Rules of the 
Game, hindered him from reckoning a 
ſingle Point that Deal; and that I alone 
had a right to ſet up any. Yet I added, 
that I was willing to let the Deal go over 
again if he choſe it, and that neither of 
us ſhould reckon any Thing. Lord 
M—— commended my Propoſal ex- 

| _ tremely, 
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tremely, and wondered at my ſhewing ſo 
much Temper in the Affair. But the 
Officer was quite of a different Opinion; 

and even went ſo far as to ſay that he 
had won the Game fairly, I thought ! 


ſhould avoid all poſſible Means of qua- 


relling with him, by referring the Dit- 
pute to Lord M--—'s Arbitration, or if 
he did not chooſe to appeal to him, by 


paying him, as if I had really loſt it. 


My Lord, who knew that this Offer 
proceeded from my Complaiſance, would 
not ſuffer me to do any ſuch Thing, but 


immediately called but to the other Gen- 


tlemen that were at Play to come and 
decide it, As ſoon as they had heard 
both Sides of the Queſtion, they unani- 
mouſly determined it in my Favour, 
This, inſtead of ſatisfying, increaſed the 
the Anger of my Antagoniſt, who puſhed 
the Table from him with ſuch Force, 


that it would have thrown me down, had 
not ſome of the Gentlemen preſent held 


me up. What a Fool am I, ſays he, for 


trifling away my Time with ſuch a pert 


Coxcomb ? I really do not know, Sir, 


ſaid I, whether I am deſerving of the 
Epithet with which you have been pleaſ- 


ed to honour me; but give me leave to 


aſſure you, it is only the Reſpect mm 
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T have for the Company we are in, that 
has prevented my giving you a proper 
Anſwer, Well then, ſaid he, with a Sneer, 
let us go down Stairs, my good Sir, , 
and there ſee if you can explain yourſelf 
any better, when we are alone. Lord 
2 prevented my returning any An- 
{wer to this laſt Speech, by ordering his 
Son to take Hoid of me; then taking 
the Officer by the Arm, This, Sir, ſaid 
he, is a great deal too much. I deſire 
you will depart from hence immediately, 
and never return till you have learnt how 
to behave yourſelf better than to inſult, 
in my Houſe and Preſence, a Friend of 
my Son's, a young Man, whom I have 
taken under my Protection, and who is 
highly deſerving of it; as you yourſelf 
would acknowledge, were you better 
acquainted with him. While he was 
laying this, he led him into the Anti- 
chamber, and then ſhut the Door upon 

him. | 
I am amazed, ſaid his Lordſhip, that 
a Man of his Years, and one who knows 
the World ſo well as he does, ſhould be 
ſo little converſant in Picquet, as to ſtand 
out in Oppoſition 'to the fundamental 
Rules of the Game, and at the ſame 
Time ſhould be ſo obſtinate, as not to 
| ſubmit 
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ſubmit to the Determination of People, 
who are better Judges of the Diſpute 
than he is. My Lord was certainly in 
the right. Had the Game been the only 
Foundation of the Quarrel, it would 
have been very ſtrange indeed. How- 
ever, I was reſolved not to undeceive 
him; leſt the Knowledge of it might 
prejudice him againſt me. Beſides, the 
more ſurprized he remained at the Occa- 
ſion of the Quarrel, the more firmly 
would he be convinced how induſtriouſly 
I had avoided it. The Officer, in the 
mean Time, had the whole Blame thrown 
upon him. This is not all that is to be 
done, ſaid Lord . to his Son. We 
muſt take Care to ſecure S=— from the 
Threats of this Brute, till I have talked 
to him, and brought him to a right Senſe 
of Things. In the mean Time, your 
Friend muſt ſtay here, and never ſtir out 
but in our Company. I will endeavour 
to reconcile them, and take due Care 
about ſtipulating the Conditions. Nay, 
J am not ſure, but this Accident may be 
very advantageoiis to him. What? ſaid 
young M—, Miſs Afﬀieck ſhall be the 
Guarantee of the Treaty. That is my 
Intention, replyed my Lord. Ho- 
then, ſaid I, in great Confuſion, is _ 
| r. 
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Mr. Aflick that I have quarreled with? 
It is indeed, ſaid Mr. M—. How true- 
ly unhappy am II ſaid I, almoſt ſinking 
under the Weight of this unfortunate 
Incident. I pauſed a little while, and 
reflected on the extreme Miſery of my 
Condition, which ſeemed to have brought 
about the moſt unlikely Concurrence of 
Accidents, merely to make that Man 
my Enemy, which it was my trueſt Inte- 
reſt to keep well with, above all other 
Perſons in the Word. How unfortu- 
nate was my meeting with the Man who 
was the Father of the Lady that I adored, 
and the Keeper of the Girl, that I was. 


x ſuppoſed to intrigue with ? How could 


one think it poſſible that this Girl, Mr. 
Mic, Dr. Bathurſt, and myſelf, ſhould 
be all ſo near together at the ſame Time, 
and the ſame Place ? Beſides, I really 
was quite ignorant of what he had laid 
to my Charge. It was true, indeed, that 
I had been five or ſix Times in Company 
with the Girl he mentioned ; but I had 
never gone beyond the Bounds of the 
utmoſt Decency with her. How and by 
what Methods could he have been in- 
formed of what he accuſed me of? I had 
indeed, overheard the other young Offi- 
cer tell him, that now he had an Oppor- 
| tunity 
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tunity of avenging himſelf, and that he 
need not be impoſed on any longer. This 
ſeemed as if the young Man. had, and 
did ftill, intereſt himſelf in the Affair. 
But what Reaſon could he have to hurt 
one, who had never before ſeen him in 
his Life, and who, it was moſt probable, 
had never injured him? I imagined that 
there was a Poſſibility of his being Cap- 
tain Markland, my Rival. What con- 
firmed me in this Opinion, was his an- 


Twering exactly the Deſcription that had 


been given me of him, both with Re- 
ſpect to his Age, and Perſon. What 


made it ſtill more probable, was his be- 
ing with the Officer, whom I now knew 
to be Mr. Heck. But, however that 
might be, he was not the Perſon, who 
had brought about the unfortunate mect- 
ing, for that was owing ſolely to my 


own ill Luck; and which, in a great 


Meaſure, produced the Quarrel that 
enſued. 

I put an End to theſe Reflections, 
which ſerved rather to increaſe, than di- 
miniſh my Uneaſineſs, by thanking Lord 
N for his extraordinary Kindnels 
towards me, and acquainting him at the 
ſame Time with my Intention of return- 


ing Home immediately, I agree to it, 
| | {aid 
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ſaid his Lordſhip, upon Condition that 
you let my Servant be continually with 
you, till I have made up the Matter with 
Mr. Afleck. Without waiting for my. 
Anſwer, he rung for his Servant, who was 
a tall, ſtout fellow, above fix Foot high. 
Jom, ſaid he, I charge you not to ſtir 
from this Gentleman till I give you 
Leave. * 

Accordingly ſet out from Lord M—'s, 
attended by his Servant, whom I could 
have much wiſhed to have got rid of, if 
could have done it without offending 
his Lordſhip. For I was afraid, if Mr. 
Aﬀeck ſhould fee. me eſcorted in this 
Manner, he would think that I had tak- 
en this Precaution through Fear, and 
would, therefore, ceetainly tax me with 
Cowardice. On the other Hand, I would 
willingly have given the Girl Notice of 
the Storm that threatened her, that ſhe 
might have Time to make her Eſcape. 
i could not think of trufting ſuch a Mef- 
ſage to the Care of my own Servant, who 
was a raw, Country Boy; nor was it poſ- 
ſible I could do it myſelf, by Reaſon of 
Lord M———'s Footman, who was con- 
tinually with me. I pretended to want to 
buy ſome Trifles for a Relation. I went 
therefore to a Milliner's Shop, that I 


knew 
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knew the Girl uſed to frequent, and de- 
ſired the Miſtreſs to inform her of the 
ſeveral Particulars above-mentioned, as 
ſoon as ſhe ſaw her. Two Hours after 
I was informed, that the Girl was gone 
off, and had left her Lodgings ; and that 
ſhe had directed a Note for me, the Con- 
tents of which I found upon opening to 
be as follows. 


«S238. - 
IN order to return the Obligation 
„ which your late Diſcovery has hap- 
« pily laid upon me, I think it my 
« Duty to inform you that one Captain 
« Markland, who I doubt not has been 
t ſet over me as a Spy for ſome Time 
« paſt, met us one Day in the Walks 
% that we uſed frequently to take, to 
% and from Town. That a few Days 
4 after, he brought me a Letter from 
« Mr. Aficck, and ſeeing a Note of yours 
% lying upon the Toilette, he imme- 
4c diately took hold of it, and carried it 
« away with him. What Uſe he after- 
« wards made of it, ] am entirely igno- 
ce rant of, I ſhould have informed you 
« ſooner of this, but was afraid of ſet- 
„ting you at Variance, from which the 
* molt fatal Conſequences might have 
: « enſued, 
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« enſued. I intend to try to find out 
« more if I can, in the Diſcovery of 
« which, or if in any Thing elſe can 
« be of Service to you, you may always 
command, 

£6 Yours, &c. 


CHARLOTTE.” 


The Receipt of this gave me great 
Satisfaction; and indeed F was in Hopes 
of having a clearer Inſight into this Af- 
fair, by Charlotte's Means. I did not 
doubt but Mr. AMfeck would impute the 


Girl's Flight to me, and this would be a 


Means of increaſing his Anger ; how- 
ever, I could do no lefs than apprize a 
Girl, who had behaved to me ſo well as 
ſhe had, of what, had ſhe not avoided, 
would have infallibly proved her De- 
ſtruction. Beſides, I was in Hopes that 
Lord M. would be able to bring 
about an Accommodation between Mr. 


 Aﬀeck and me. I was ſure, that the 
Shame of owning the vicious Folly he 


had been engaged in, would reſtrain him 


from telling the true Reaſon of his quar- 


relling with me; which, however ridi- 


culous it might be, was {t.lI leſs frivo- 


Vol. I. "RE lous 
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lous than the Pretence he had already 
made uſe of. 

Several Days elapſed without my hear- 
ing a Syllable either one Way or the other. 
Lord M-——'s Footman obeyed the Di- 
rections he had received from his Maſter 
very exactly; for he hardly ever left me 
a Moment alone. My Rooms, which 
were now on the ſecond Floor, were very 
ſpacious. Tom therefore, for whom J 
had a Bed put up on Purpoſe, lay in the 
ſame Room with me. As I was going 
down to Breakfaſt one Morning, whom 
ſhould I ſee, but the Lawyer, that had 
married Mr, Pow:s's eldeſt Daughter, juſt 
coming -into our Houſe. His Cloaths, 
which were deep Mourning, ſurprized 
me as much as his Viſit; as I uſed to ſee 
him but very ſeldom; and then too at a 
much later Timeof theDay. Heinform'd 
me that his Father-in-Law was lately 
dead, and that by his Will, which had 
been depoſited in his Hands for ſome 
Time, and by which he had left him his 
Executor, he had bequeathed me his Coun- 
try Houſe that he had lately purchaſed 
near Guilford in Surry, with all the Stock 
and Rents that ſhould be due at the Time 
of his Deceaſe. I am very far, ſaid he, 


from preſuming to conteſt a Legacy, 
which 


\ 


TRUE HATPINV ESS. 195 


which was intended as a Mark of his 
Friendſhip and Gratitude towards you 
but ſhould I have ever ſo much Mind to 
do it, it is ſettled upon you in ſuch a 
Manner, as will not admit of the leaſt 
Diſpute. | 
was going to reply to what he had 
been ſaying, when he prevented me, by 
reading that Clauſe of Mr. Powrs's Will, 
which related to the Legacy he had been 
ſpeaking of. As I flattered myſelf, ſaid 
he, that you would leave it to me, with 
Reſpe& to the Condition in which the 
Houſe and Grounds about it are now in, 
I have not put my Seal to the Premiſes, 
but have locked the Houſe Door, and 
brought you the Key, together with the 
Deeds of Conveyance, and Title, juſt as 
they were delivered to Mr. Potis, when 
he made the Purchaſe. Then getting 
up, and going towards the Antichamber, 
come in, Gardiner, ſaid he, and pay 
your Reſpects to your new Maſter. Upon 
which, a very well looking old Man 
made his Appearance, and with an Air 
rather Modeſt, than aukward, deſired, I 
would let him continue my Tenant, at 
the Rate he and his Father before him 
had lived; and would permit him to 
work in the Garden as uſual. TheLawyer 
i 2. laid 
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lous than the Pretence he had already 

made uſe of. 5 | 
Several Days elapſed without my hear- 
ingaSyllable either one Way or the other. 
Lord M——'s Footman obeyed the Di- 
rections he had received from his Maſter 
very exactly; for he hardly ever left me 
a Moment alone. My Rooms, which 
were now on the ſecond Floor, were very 
ſpacious. Tom therefore, for whom I 
had a Bed put up on Purpoſe, lay in the 
ſame Room with me. As I was going 
down to Breakfaſt one Morning, whom 
ſhould I ſee, but the Lawyer, that had 
married Mr, Pow:s's eldeſt Daughter, juſt 
coming into our Houſe, His Cloaths, 
which were deep Mourning, ſurprized 
me as much as his Viſit; as I uſed to ſee 
him but very ſeldom; and then too at a 
much later Timeof theDay. Heinform'd 
me that his Father-in-Law was lately 
dead, and that by his Will, which had 
been depoſited in his Hands for ſome 
Time, and by which he had left him his 
Executor, he had bequeathed me his Coun- 
try Houſe that he had lately purchaſed 
near Guilford in Surry, with all the Stock 
and Rents that ſhould be due at the Time 
of his Deceaſe. I am very far, ſaid he, 
from preſuming to conteſt a Legacy, 
which 
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which was intended as a Mark of his 
Friendſhip and Gratitude towards you; 
but ſhould I have ever ſo much Mind to 
do it, it is ſettled upon you in ſuch a 
Manner, as will not admit of the leaſt 
Diſpute. | 

] was going to reply to what he had 
been ſaying, when he prevented me, by 
reading that Clauſe of Mr. Powrs's Will, 
which related to the Legacy he had been 
ſpeaking of. As I flattered myſelf, ſaid 
he, that you would leave it to me, with 


| Reſpect to the Condition in which the 


Houſe and Grounds about it are now in, 
I have not put my Seal to the Premiſes, 
but have locked the Houſe Door, and 
brought you the Key, together with the 
Deeds of Conveyance, and Title, juſt as 
they were delivered to Mr. Pois, when 
he made the Purchaſe. Then getting 
up, and going towards the Antichamber, 
come in, Gardiner, faid he, and pay 
your Reſpects to your new Maſter. Upon 
which, a very well looking old Man 
made his Appearance, and with an Air 
rather Modeſt, than aukward, deſired, I 
would let him continue my Tenant, at 
the Rate he and his Father before him 


had lived; and would permit him to 


work in the Garden as uſual. The Lawyer 
K2 {aid 
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ſaid he would anſwer for the Man's 
Honeſty, and that he did not doubt but 
I ſhould be very well pleaſed with him. 


I perceived that he continued this Diſ- 


courſe in order to prevent me from mak- 


ing any Reply to what he had juſt before 


been telling me of. I conſidered that 
this Legacy was too good to be given up 
merely upon Punctilio, and that it was, 
as he ſaid, a Mark of the Friendſhip and 
Eſteem that the Deceaſed had for me. 
I turned, therefore, to the Gardiner, and 
putting a Couple of Guineas into his 
Hand, told him, that if he behaved well, 


he ſhould never want Encouragement. 


The Lawyer propoſed, if J had no Ob- 
jection to it, to go for a fe Days, and 
take a View of the Premiſes. 


I was juſt 


ready to give him an Anſwer, when Lord 


AZ 


's Footman, who had, during 


this Diſcourſe, removed to the Window, 
in order to. leave us more to ourſelves, 
all of a ſudden went out of the Room. 
He came in again preſently ; and told 
me that he had juſt been giving Orders 
below, to tell any Body that enquired 
after me, that I was not at Home; 
becauſe he had perceived Mr. Afleck at a 
Diſtance, and that he did not doubt but 
he was coming with an Intention of 


Challenging 
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challenging me. The Man was not out 
in his Conjecture. For in a few Minutes 
Mr. Mech came to the Door; and on be- 
ing told that I was not at Home, ſeemed 
greatly diſconcerted; and enquired whe- 
ther they expected me Home that Night. 
They informed him that I hardly ever 
ſtaid out all Night: Upon which he 
went away ; and in about half an Hour, 
the Servant brought me up a Note, which 
had been juſt ſent, the Contents of which 
were as follows. 


«8&7; 
ce H E. Affront I have received 
a from you is ſo great, that I 


% cannot help taking Notice of it. If 
therefore you are the Man of Honour, 
that the World in general believes you 
are, I ſhall expect to ſee you on Friday 
« Morning betwixt Five and Six, behind 
the Baſon, in Hyde Park. 


% Yours, &c. 
C AFFLECK.” 
This Affair was now become of fo 


ſerious a Nature, as not to permit my 


nn of any Thing elſe. I therefore 
3 made 


p 
3 
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made my Excuſes to the Lawyer, and 
told him that I was extremely ſorry; but 
that an Affair of the utmoſt Conſequence 


prevented my being able to wait on him 


ſo ſoon as I had intended, but I would 


do myſelf that Pleaſure in ten Days at 


fartheſt, or elſe that he ſhould hear from 
me befare that Time. He then took 
his Leave, after having politely aſſured 
me that he was wholly at my Service, 
and that he would wait till I was at Lei- 
ſure. As ſoon as he was gone I took up 
Mr. Ajieck's Note. The oftener I pe- 
ruſed it, the more I was at a Loſs what 
to do. I was not at all inclined to meet 
him, and yet I did not know how I could 
well avoid it with Honour, If it reached 
Lord M——'s Ears, as I knew it un- 
doubtly muſt, I was afraid he would put 
ſome violent Method in Execution, to 
the Prejudice of Mr. Meck. I was ſen- 
ſible, — that he was incapable of 
committing a baſe Action; but I was 
afraid that he would put Mr. Affeck 
under an Arreſt, and ſend him to the 
Place where his Regiment was quartered. 
The Fear of being thought a Coward by 
a Man whom I had a great Reſpect for, 
as being the Father of the Perſon that 1 


loved beſt in the World, induced me to 
ſend 
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ſend the following Anſwer; in which I 
endeavoured to juſtify myſelf, as to the 
Affair that was the real Cauſe of our 
Quarrel. 


« £1. 
6 *Orwithſtanding the ſeeming Pro- 
a4 bability there is againſt me, 


* if you will yourſelf the trouble to exa- 
« mine a little further, you will find 
ce that I am not altogether ſo much to 
e blame, as you at firſt imagined. How- 
ever, as you have been fo very inge- 
« nious in finding out Expedients to 
„ make a Man your Enemy, who, of 
« all others, is the molt averſe to it, I 
% do not doubt but you will be able to 
„ reconcile us by ſome other Method 
« than that you have propoſed; to 
„ which you will never find the leaſt 
« Reluctance in 


« Yours, &c. 
| T. S—.?? 


Juſt as I had finiſhed this, I received 
a Couple of Letters ; the one from Char- 
lotte, who was the Subject of our Diſ- 
pute; the other from Dr. Bathurſt, who 
had had no ſmall Share in it. The Con- 


tents of the former were as follows. 
K 4 SIR, 
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HE Occaſion of my giving you 
this Trouble, is to perform a 
Promiſe that I made to you in my 
Laſt. Namely, that I would give you 
all the Information I could in the 


Affair. I have at laſt diſcovered what 


I hope, may be of ſome Service to 
you. Captain Mark/and, diſappointed 
in his Addreſſes to Miſs Afleck, found 
out that you was very well received. 
From that Time he determined your 
Deſtruction ; and accordingly did not 
omit the leaſt Opportunity that could 
be ſerviceable towards his intended 
Scheme. He had made Ule of ſe- 
veral low Artifices to prejudice you in 
Miſs Afieck's Eſteem; but finding that 
they did not ſucceed according to his 
Wiſhes, he applied to the Father, 
whom he thought he was more likely 
to influence ; and which would be of 
much more real Diſſervice to you than 
any Thing that the Daughter could 
do. In order to accomplith his Deſign 
the more effectually, he made Uſe of 
our Note, which I told you before 
he had taken off of my Tolillette 
to Copy by, and forging ſeveral 
Letters 
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c Letters from me to you, and your 
«© Anſwers, he took Occaſion to infuſe 
« Suſpicions into Mr. Affleck. What 
« was the Conſequence of this I need 
« not inform you ; you are but too well 


« acquainted with it already. As your 


„ Advyerſary is ſo thoroughly enraged, 

« would have you be particularly upon 
« your. Guard, and do not ſuffer him 
« to have the leaſt Advantage over you 
« for I aſſure you, he is capable of im- 
_ « proving it to a very great Height. 


« This is all the Advice that is offered 


at preſent, by 
& Your humble Servant, 


CHARLOTTE.” 


I then opened the other Letter, and 
found that it contained the following 


Particulars. 


. 


4 OR I dare not preſume to call 
; Of you my Dear Friend, I am in- 
“formed that you are engaged in a 
very dangerous Affair, which I fear 
* has been wholly occaſioned by my 


x Imprudence. 


ö 
| 
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Imprudence. I have known Captain 
Markland for ſome Years; and hap- 
pened to meet him juſt at the Time 
when I was endeavouring to put you 
into better Spirits. I by him of 
the Artifice that I had been obliged 
to make uſe of in order to draw you 
from your Study ; together with its 
Succeſs, and the frequent Viſits, and 
Walkswe uſedto takewith the Ladies, 
and among others with Charlotte. 
Sometime after, he came to me, and 
pretended that he wanted much to be 
introduced to you. Upon which I 
told him all the Particulars that I 
knew of your Manner of living, &c. 
A tew Days ago he came to me again, 


and ſaid that he ſhould be extremely 


obliged to me if I would point you 
out to him ; that he had always had a 
oreat Regard for you, eſpecially on 
Account of your modeſt Appearance, 
which made him imagine that the 
Parties of Pleaſure I had been ſpeak- 
ing of, were the Effects of my ready 
Imagination ; or at leaſt that you had 
never partaken of them. Upon which 
I told him, that I would bring you 
to St. 7ames's Coltee-houſe on fuch a 


Day, and that I would then convince 
in 
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& him of the Truth of what J had aſſert- 


ce 


cc 
« 
CC 
cc 
cc 
cc 
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ed. He very readily agreed to my 
Propoſal, but defired that I would 
not tell you of the intended Interview, 
that he might have the Pleaſure of 
addreſſing himſelf to you firſt, Ac- 
cordingly, I ſaw him in the Park that 
very Morning, in Company with ano- 
ther Officer. They both followed us 
into the Coffee-houſe. Markland is 


the younger of the two. I then thought 


that the Reaſon of his not ſpeaking to 
us was, that his Friend prevented him, 
and tho” he ſaid nothing, I obſerved 
he liſtened to our Diſcourſe with the 
greateſt Attention. I talked of Char- 
lotte, to convince him that I had ad- 
vanced nothing but what was ſtrictly 
true. I think it but right to let you 
know this, and to repair, as far as I 
have been able, the Miſchief that I 
have been the Occaſion of. I beg 
leave, therefore, to aſſure you, that F 
have twelve ſtout Fellows at your 


« Service, on a Moment's notice given to, 


« Your moſt obedient humble Servant, 


H. BaTnvukrsrT.” 
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I thought I had now a very good Op- 
portunity of undeceiving Mr. Afeck, if 
I could prevail upon him to hear what I 
had to ſay. Beſides, as he was ſuffici- 
ently acquainted with Markland's Pro- 
penſity to Lying, I flattered myſelf that 
he could not beſo blinded, as to ſtand out 
obſtinately againſt the ſtrong Proofs that 
were contained in both theſe Letters, 
The ridiculous Manner in which the 
Doctor offered his Service towards re- 
pairing the Miſchief he had occaſioned, 
would have given the Reader a juſt Idea 
of the Man, had no other Deſcription 
been given of him. I returned him the 


Ong Anſwer. 


An extremely obliged to you, Dear 
22 Doctor for the Inſight that you 
<< have given me into the Affair, and 
hope that will go a great Way towards 
<« reconciling us; conſequently J ſhall 
« not want the Afliſtance you ſo gene- 
« rouſly offer for my Relief. However, 
I ſhall always retain a grateful Senſe 
of your obliging 2 and am, 


« Yours, Kc. 
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I then took Mr. Afieck*s Challenge and 
my Anſwer to it, and carried them to 
Lord M—'s, who was extremely pleaſed 
at what I had faid to him ; but adviſed 
me to convey it to him by the Hands of 
his Wife. It is ſcarcely eight o'Clock, 
ſaid he; Take Tom along with you, and 


ride Poſt immediately for his Country- 


houſe. You know the Road very well, 
and if Mrs. Afleck is able to bear the 
Journey, as I ſuppoſe ſhe is by this Time, 
you may eafily be back before the Day 
he has appointed. I muſt then, my 
Lord, reply'd I, appear before her in the 
Diſguiſe, in which ſhe has hitherto ſeen 
me. Undoubtly, ſaid he, you muſt. 
Upon which he gave Orders for hiring 
Poſt-horſes directly. Inthe mean Time 


he went to his Lady, and deſired her to 


write a Line to Mrs. Aﬀleck, in Order to 
prevail upon her to undertake the Jour- 
ney ; which ſhe accordingly did. The 


Subſtance of what ſhe wrote was this. 


OUR Preſence in Town, my 
" dear Friend, is abſolutely ne- 
* ceſlary to put an End to a Miſunder- 
“ ſtanding that as unfortunately hap- 
“ pened between Mr. Ac, and a 
* young Gentleman, that we have a 
greg 
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e great Regard for. The Beater will 
« inform you of the ſeveral Particulars 
4 of this Affair. If, therefore, your 
« Health will permit it, I beg you will 
«« ſet out immediately upon the Receipt 
„ of this; and then by To-morrow 
«© Morning I hope you will arrive ſafe 
to FE * 


& Your Ancere Friend, 
„H. M——, 


While this Letter was writing, I ſent 
the Footman Home for ſome Things that 
I wanted. Upon his Return I got on 
Horſeback, well armed in Caſe of any 
Aſſault, as we intended to travel all Night 
as we came back. In order to delay as 
little as poſſible, we beſpoke Poſt Horſes 
at ſeveral Places, for the Time we thought 
we ſhould want them on our Return. 
When we came within to Miles of the 
Place, I ſtopped and changed Clothes 
with the Servant, and then went by my- 
ſelf towards Mr. Aﬀieck's Houſe. Mrs. 
Aﬀteck had juſt returned from walking 
for the firſt Time ſhe had been out ſince 
her Recovery. I charged the Hoſtler 
to get my Horle ready againſt any 
Hour 
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Hour of the Night that I might want 
him, and then went into the Houſe. T 
found Mrs. Mech juſt going to undreſs 
herſelf. I gave her Lady M-——s Let- 
ter ; the Contents of which ſurprized her 
extremely. She gave it to her Daughter 
to read, who, with Tears in her Eyes, 
enquired into the Particulars for which 
Lady ME had referred them to me. 
I then gave them an Account of the 
Quarrel that had happened at Lord 
M——'s, with which, as it has been 
mentioned before, we will not now trou- 
ble the Reader. I then inſinuated to 
them, that altho' Lord and Lady M—— 
thought this to be the whole of the Mat- 
ter, yet Mr. & , who had been pleaſed 
to entruſt me with the Secret, had in- 
formed me that the true Ground of the 

uarrel aroſe from a Number of Lies, 
with which Captain Markland had pre- 
poſſeſſed Mr. Aﬀeck, to Mr. S——'s Diſ- 

advantage. | 
T know Captain Markland, ſaid Mrs. 
Mech, very well, and believe him to be 
capable of what you charge him with; 
but, pray, how could he prejudice Mr. 
Aﬀieck againſt Mr. , ſince they 
were utter Strangers to each other? I do 
not know, ſaid I, whether you are igno- 
rant, 
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rant, or no, that Lord M intro- 
duced Mr. $ to the Lady where your 
Daughter boarded in Town, and that he 
uſed to go. there very frequently. Yes 
replied ſhe, I know it very well. My 
Daughter has informed me of that. 
Why then, Madam, ſaid I, you cannot 
be ignorant, neither, that Captain Mark- 
land made uſe of every Method he could 
think of, to be introduced too. His 
Spies, I ſuppoſe, informed him that Miſs 
Aﬀieck was pleaſed to favour Mr. & 8 
Viſits to her. His turbulent Spirit, 
perhaps, imputed this Preference to ſome 
other Reaſon, than the Reſpect, which 
Miſs was willing to ſhew to Lord M-—'s 
Recommendation. Knowing, therefore, 
his Rival, without being diſcovered by 
Mr. 8 to be ſuch, he endeavoured 
to infinuate himſelf into the Acquain- 
tance of Mr. & 's intimate Friends, 
in which he ſucceeded but too well. By 
forging ſeveral Letters, and other Ac- 
tions highly unworthy of a Gentleman, 
he at length incenſed Mr. Affleck to that 
* that he reſolved to challenge 
Mr. & „ even before he had ſeen 
him. Captain Markland, knowing Mr. 
Aﬀfieck's Temper, has, I doubt not, 
touched him in ſome tender Point; other- 


WI 1e 
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wiſe I can never think that Matters would 
have been carried to the Height they 
have been. He perhaps blackened his 
Rival, which his Jealouſy, added to his 
natural Diſpoſition, was very 4ikely to 
perſuade him to. I have this only to add; 
that Mr. & will moſt certainly give 
Mr. Afieck, whenever he meets him, con- 
vincing Proofs of the Truth of what 1 
have now aſſerted to you. 

I am much deceived, ſaid Mrs. Aﬀeck, 


if there is not a Miſtreſs in the Caſe. 


You ſeem to be at the Bottom of the 
Whole; but, I ſuppoſe, you are afraid of 
going beyond the Inſtructions that Mr. 
8 has given you. It is a very nice 


Point to know how to behave towards 


one, who conſiders you as his Adverſary, 
when you are not ſo in Reality. I will 
not, therefore, deſire to be informed of 
any Thing elſe, which perhaps might 
give me Uneaſineſs, as a Reward for n my 
uſeleſs Curioſity. But I am amazed, 

that ſo polite a Gentleman, as Mr. $ 


undoubtedly is, did not accompany the 


Meſſenger that Lady AM ſent hither. 
His own Intereſt, one would think, as 
well as good Breeding, ſhould have i in- 
duced him to come in Perſon ; as by 


that . I ſhould have been fully 
aſſured, 
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em, ſaid ſhe, to know this whole Affair 
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aſſured, that my ſetting out immediately, 


would be of ſome Service in the Affair. 


Upon this, Miſs Afieck threw herſelf 
her Knees before her Mother. [I 
perceived that ſhe was going to diſcover 
me, and was reſolved to prevent her, 
Wherefore addreſſing myfelf to Mrs. 
Aich; Madam, ſaid I, you need not 
be under any Concern about that Matter, 
We ſhall get to London Time enough to 
prevent the Conſequences of which Mr. 


is as apprehenſive, as you can 


poſſibly be; and the avoiding of which 
he thinks a Point of Honour. But, 
notwithſtanding theſe Sentiments, he did 
not dare to appear before you, while he 
had the Misfortune of being hated by 


Mr. Affleck ; which altho' he has not by 


Means deſerved, yet he thought it 
his Duty to facrifice his Intereſt to the 
Refpect which he has, and will ever 
continue to have for you and your Fami- 
ty. However, in order to repair what, 
in your Opinion, ſeems to be a Flaw in 
his Behaviour, he defired F would deliver 
you this Letter, in which, I believe, he 
applies himfelf to you for Relief. At 
the ſame Time I gave her a Letter, 
which I had wrote before I fet out. You 


10 
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ſo well, that there is no Occaſion for 
keeping the Contents of this Letter a 
Secret from you. Wherefore, I ſhall 
not make any Scruple of reading it aloud; 
which ſhe accordingly did. The Con- 


cc 
(e 
6c 
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tents were as follows. 


C MAD AM, 


H E moſt unfortunate Accident 
that could have happened to me, 
obliges me to have Recourſe to you 
for your Mediation with Mr. Aﬀteck ; 
and at the ſame Time prevents me 
from being able to pay my Reſpects to 
you in Perſon, and informing you 
more exactly of my preſent Situation. 
I begin to think myſelf my own Ene- 
my, fince Mr. Aﬀieck is ſo prepoſſeſſed 
againſt me, as to imagine me his. 
*Tis through your Means alone, I can 
ever hope to convince him, that in 


that young Man, whom he is now ſo 


enraged againſt, he will, whenever 
you will be pleaſed to give your Con- 
ſents, find | 


„A moſt dutiful Son, 
bas 1 S—. 
« P. ö. 
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% PP. S. However certain I may be of 
your great Influence over Mr. fect, 
permit me to engage Mis Afleck in my 
„ Behalf, by preſenting her a Ring, which 
& the Bearer will have the Honour of deli- 
% vering. ThisIhopewill be a freſh Teſti- 
* mony of the Sincerity of my Affection 
“ for that aimable young Lady, and upon 
* er Account, for all the F amily.“ 


I then gave her the Ring that Mr, 
Powis had made me a preſent of after 
Mrs. Barton's Death. Mrs. Aﬀeck ſeemed 
at a Loſs what to do. At laſt aſſuming 
a more determined Air, I congratulate 
you, my dear Daughter, ſaid ſhe, put- 
ting the Ring on her Finger, on having 


engaged the Affections of a Man, who 


thinks and acts in ſo noble and generous 
a Manner. You ſhall not wear your 
little Ring any more; I have a Uſe for 
that, which will turn out to both our 
Advantages. Then addrefling herſelf to 
me, I do not doubt, ſaid ſhe, but your 


Lady will reward you ſufficiently for the 
Fidelity and Diſpatch which you have 
ſhewn throughout this Affair. Nor am 
J leſs certain, that fo generous a Gentle- 


man as Mr. $ „ will think himſelf 


MY to make you a handſome Recom- 
© penie, 


8 % WS, 1 oY Us mou „ 
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penſe, for the Trouble you have been at 


upon his Account. At any other Time 
you may depend upon my Intereſt in 
your Behalf ; but as there is no Time 
to be loſt at preſent, I beg you will ac- 
cept of this Teſtimony of my Regard ; 
at the ſame Time giving me the Ring 
that ſhe had taken from her Daughter. 
Altho' I was highly delighted at re- 
ceiving this Mark of her Approbation, 
yet I thought it would not be acting in 


1 Character, if I did not make ſome Scru- 
ple of taking it. You will diſoblige me 


extremely, ſaid Mrs. Afieck, if you do 
not accept it. Or had you rather have 
ten Guineas ? (at the ſame Time pul- 
ling out her Purſe) I was not ſuffici- 
ently guarded againſt an Offer of this 
Kind. For upon the very firſt mention 
of the Money, I reddened up to the 
Ears; and immediately taking hold of 
the Ring, Madam, ſaid I, I am as much 
diſpleaſed at your laſt Offer, as I am 
tranſported with the firſt, Indeed, ſaid 
ſhe, my Intention was to oblige, inſtead 
of offending you. But I perceive that 
all Conditions of Lite have their parti- 
cular Feelings. Mr. S—— knew- whar 
he was about, I find, when he employed 

you 
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ji you in his Service. I will dreſs myſelf 
1:10 as faſt as I can, and go along with you 
1 as ſoon as ever you pleaſe. | 
. | I went out of the Room, as well to 
wht leave them to themſelves, as to give Or- 
1 ders about getting a Poſt-Chaiſe ready, 
10 which, in a few Minutes, was brought 
91 to the Door. | 
hl | Tom, who was now come back, hand- 
A! ed Mrs. Afleck into the Chaiſe. I had 
1 not the Power to ſay a Word to Miſs, 
out altho' I was in Hopes I ſhould have been 
1 | able to have ſummoned up ſufficient Re- 
hi; ſolution. However, as I was putting 
1148 her into the Chaiſe, I juſt gave her a 
li | Squeeze by the Hand, and then we {ct 
ih ſ off. I rode all the Way cloſe to the 
| Chaiſe, on the Side where Miſs ect 
0 ſat; and at every Stage ſtopped and ſpoke 
1 to them, aſking them how they did, and 


enquiring how Mrs. Affleck bore the 
Journey. However, notwithſtanding the 
Darkneſs of the Night, and the ſeveral 
Stops by Carriages on the Road, we 
made ſuch Haſte, that we reached London 
by Four ofClock in the Morning. 
As ſoon as we got to Lord M——'s 
I perceived his Lordſhip, and his Son 
.coming down Stairs, They immediately 
came 
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: Bedchamber. Lady AM 
| to come near her Bed; for ſhe was not 
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came and handed Mrs. Afleck and her 
Daughter out of. the Chaiſe. Although 


] was tired to Death, the Converſation 
in which they were going to be engaged, 
was too intereſting for me to miſs it. 
Therefore I went and concealed myſelf 
in a Saloon adjoining to Lady Ms 
deſired them 


yet up; and then I heard Lord A 
give them an Account of the Quarrel, 
and of the Reaſons of it; ſuch at leaſt ag 


| they had appeared to him. He farther 


acquainted Mrs. Afieck of the great Dan- 
ger her Huſband would be in, if it 
ſhould be known that he was the Chal- 
lenger, and the Perſon in the Wrong at 
the ſame Time. He then enlarged on 
the great Regard he had long had for 
me, on the Intention that he had of pro- 


| viding for me as ſoon as it lay in his 


Power, and the great Happineſs the 
Compromiſation of this Quarrel would 
be both to Miſs Afeck and me, by con- 
tributing towards our Marriage. He 
hinted that although indeed Lady A- s 
Neice was on the Point of being ſettled, 
and would, therefore, require a hand- 
lome Portion, yet, that would not hin- 
der him by any Means from thinking 


of 
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of me. That I was a young Man, who, 
both by my Education, and the Im- 
provements I had made, was very capa- 
ble of making my Way in the World to 
very great Advantage; and that he 


would give me all the Aſſiſtance that he 


poſſibly could. As to perſonal Merit, 


he aſſured them over and over, that I 


was by no Means deficient therein, in any 
Reſpect. In ſhort, he ſaid ſo much in 
my Praiſe, that he put me to the Bluſh 
ſeveral Times, tho' I was very ſure no 
body could ſee me. ; 
Both Mrs. Affleck and her Daughter, 
ſeemed quite tranſported at hearing this 
Account of Lord M——'s. At laſt the 
Mother got up in a ſeeming Haſte, and 
deſired to know what ſhe was to do in 
the Affair? Why, ſaid he, go to the 
Place that they have appointed to meet 
at, and deliver & 's Anſwer into your 


Huſband's Hands yourſelf, and endea- 


vour to draw him Home. It will not 
then be very difficult to perſuade him to 
hear Reaſon. My Coach and Horſes, 


added he, are at your Service. Let us 


go, Child, faid Mrs. Affleck to her Daugh- 
ter, and endeavour to bring about a Re- 
conciliation, which ſeems to promiſe us 


ſo much Happineſs. Nay, ſince we * 
| ha 
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half an Hour to ſpare, we may as well 


call upon your Uncle and Couſin, and 


take them along with us. Their Pre- 
ſence may perhaps add ſome Weight to 
our Perſuaſions. Accordingly they took 
their Leave and ſet forwards. 

J changed my Cloaths, and went out, 
of the Houſe as ſoon as I could. I was: 


ſo tired, that upon going to Bed I threw. - 


down a Baſon of Broth that was brought 
me, for Want of ſufficient Strength to hold 
it. Tom, who was ſtronger than I, eat and 
drank very heartily; and then flept fo 
ſoundly, that I had much ado to wake him 
in the Evening, in order to accompany 
me to Lord M-——'s. There heard that 
Mrs. Aßlech, with her Brother and Ne- 
phew, had been at the Place appointed, 
but could fee nothing of her Huſband. 
They had, indeed, ſcen Captain Mar{- 

land and another Officer, who came up 
to them, and told them, that being in- 


formed of the Quarrel in which Ar. 


Affleck was engaged, he had taken a 
Friend of his along with him, in order 
to prevent the unhappy Conſequences 
that might enſue. At laſt Mrs. Reck, 
being quite tired with waiting ſo long, 
returned Home; and ſent her Nephey; 
to inform Lord M of the ſeveral 
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Particulars. Mr. Alec did not come 
Home all Night. His Wife and Daugh- 
ter were almoſt diſtracted at his Abſence, 
and ſent out ſeveral Perſons in order to 
find out, if poſſible, where he was. 
They ſent to me, and deſired that I 
would not ſtir from Home, without 
hearing from them firſt. Love, toge- 
ther with the Reaſonableneſs of the 
Thing itſelf, made me look on this Re- 
ueft as a Law. However, growing 
tired of Confinement, and being deſirous 
of ſeeing the Houſe that Mr. Powis had 
left me, induced me to reſolve upon go- 
ing thither for a few Days. I went to 
the Lawyer's in the Evening, and hav- 
ing left a Direction, where I might be 
ſent to, in Caſe my immediate Preſence 
ſhould be required, we ſet out the next 
Morning before it was light. We ſpent 
the whole Day in going over the Houſe, 
and the Grounds about it. The Houſe 
was extremely well fituated, and but late- 
ly built. Mr. Powzs had raiſed it three 
Stories high ; the Furniture was very 
neat, and in ſhort, throughout the whole, 
Conveniency rather than Ornament ſeem- 
ed to have been conſulted. I was pleaſ- 
ed to find Mr. Pois's own Picture hang- 
ing up in his Bedchamber, and 1 
1 ome- 
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ſometime to take a more exact View of 
it. I ſee very well, ſaid the Lawyer, 
that you are ſurprized at the Length of 
the Picture; but Mr. Pois had it drawn 


= to ſuit one of Mrs. Barton's, whom he 


was then courting. I muſt not preſume, 
replied I, to find Fault with any Thing 
here. I will, therefore, put them both 
in the fame Room, that I may at one 
View have the Pleafure of ſeeing the 
Repreſentation of Perſons, to whom I 
am ſo much indebted for Favours re- 
ceived. I am going to ſurprize you {till 
more, ſaid he; and upon that, he took 
out of two Caſes, two Pictures in Minia- 
ture, ſet in Diamonds. I thought at 
firſt that it could not poſſibly be intended 
for Miſs Powrs's Picture and mine: For 
ſo conſcious had I always been of the 
Imperfections of my Perſon, that I had 
never once thought of having my Pic- 
ture drawn, Neither could I conceive, 
if it was really mine, how it could poſſh- 
bly come there. The Lawyer at laſt 
reheved me from my Surprize, by giving 
me the following Account. 3 
You remember, ſaid he, a very fa- 
mons - Portrait-Painter, who uſed fre- 
quently to come to our Houſe, and was 
an intimate Friend of my Father's. Miſs 
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Powis employed him in drawing theſe 
Pictures, which ſhe put into two Tor- 
toiſe-ſhell Boxes. She bequeathed you 
hers, and yours was never found till 
after her Death. Mr. Pois was pleaſed 

at your Complacency in never having 
demanded his Daughter's Picture, it be- 
ing a Sort of Comfort to him for the 
Loſs he had undergone. He therefore 
had both of them ſet in Diamonds, and 
begged earneſtly on his Death-Bed that 
they might be given to you. The 
Eagerneſs, with which Miſs Pow:s deſir- 
ed your Picture, may ſerve to convince 
you that Hatred was not her Motive in 
carrying Matters to the Height againſt 
you that ſhe did, Should, however, the 
Sight of this Picture make you reflect 
that ſhe was deſirous of having you put 
to Death, yet let Mrs. Barton's, which 
you ſay you are going to hang up in this 
Room, put you in mind that Miſs Powrs's 
Godmother ſaved your Life. I believe, 
however, continued he ſmiling, that you 
ought no more to cheriſh any Reſent- 
ment againſt the one, than Gratitude to 
the other. The ſame Principle acting 
upon their different Tempers, in Cir- 


cumſtances directly oppoſite and contra- 
dictory 
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dictory to each other, was the Cauſe of 
the different Effects that enſued. 

We ſtaid at this Houſe four whole 
Days; during which Time I became 
acquainted with the Miniſter of the Pa- 
riſh, and two or three Gentlemen, who 
had Country Seats in that Neighbour- 
hood. On the fifth Day I received a 
Letter from Mrs. Afeck's Brother, the 
Subſtance of which was, that Mr. A 


fleck could not be found, notwithſtand- 


ing the diligent Search that had been 
made after him among his Friends and 


3 Acquaintance; that Mrs. Affleck and her 


Daughter were under great Apprehen- 
ſions about what was become of him; 
that Captain Mark#and, under Pretence 
of comforting them, uſed to come there 
eight or nine Times a Day, to know 
whether they had ſucceeded in their Diſ- 
covery; that he was continually giv- 
ing them an Account of the Artifices he 
had made Uſe of to find him out; but 
without Succeſs. That Miſs Mech would 
never ſee him, and her Mother was very 
diſtruſtful of him ; but however he of- 


tentimes got acquainted with ſome of the 


Steps that they had taken, through her 
Means. That he pretended how exceſ- 
lively ſorry he was that he had the Miſ- 
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fortune not to be with Mr. Miect, at the 

Time that this Quarrel happened. Nay, 
he went ſo far as to ſay to Mrs. Afect, 
that he was extremely deſirous of know- 
ing who the Perſon was he had quarrelled 
with. For, ſaid he, did I but know 
him, I would be anſwerable that no Harm 
ſhould enſue ; I would take Care that 
they ſhould not fight. Nay perhaps, 
— 4 he, I might be ſo happy as to 
bring about a Reconciliation between 
them, at leaſt I would do all that lay i in 
my Power to accompliſh it. 

Mrs. Aﬀieck could not hold out any 
longer, at hearing him tell ſuch a Num- 
ber of Lies. I have nothing to ſay 
againſt Mr. , Sir, ſaid ſhe, but I 
know very well, who is my Huſband's 
moſt bitter Enemy, as well as mine and 
my Daughter's. We all know him too. 
It is one, who by Artifices, that a Gen- 
tleman ſhould be aſhamed of, has con- 
trived to raiſe, and foment a Hatred, 
which has no other Foundation than 
Miſunderſtanding, and though he may 
delay their coming 'to an Explanation 
for a Time, by concealing from me what 
ic is of the utmoſt Conſequence that I 
ſhould be informed of; yet let him de- 
pend upon it, that I ſhall be able — to 

con- 
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diſconcert all his Schemes ; and though 
J have not yet publickly expoſed him, 
it is only becauſe I hope he will behave 
in ſuch a Manner as to regain my Con- 
fidence in ſome Meaſure. 
 Markland ſeemed very much at a Loſs 
what to ſay, and Mrs. Aﬀieck, in order 
to releaſe him from that Anxiety, which 
he was apparently under, went into ano- 
ther Room, and left him with her Bro- 
ther. Markland upon this went out, 
under Pretence of preventing, if poſſible, 
the Duel that Mrs. Afieck ſeemed ſo ap- 
rehenſive of. This was the Subſtance 
of the Letter I received from Mrs. Af- 
ſjeck's Brother, who, after having given 
me an Account of theſe ſeveral Particu- 
lars, concluded with deſiring me to ſtay 
at Home, till they had diſcovered, and 
undeceived Mr. Afieck. For as to what 
Markland ſaid, continued he, it is rather 
an Artifice, which it is our Buſineſs to 
guard againſt, than the Effect of a Re- 
morſe, which may be depended upon. 

I knew that Mrs. Mech, ever ſince 
the Time ſhe had deſired me to ſtay ar 
Home, had ſent to my Father's to know 
whether I had punctually complied with 
her Requeſt. Fearing, therefore, that 
the might take it ill, if I went out with- 
” wo © out 
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out acquainting her with it, I had told 
her, the Evening before I ſet out, of my 
Intention to ſpend a Day or two at my 
Country Houſe. This was the Reaſon 
that Mrs. Afeck's Brother directed his 
Letter to me in the Country. He ſent 
it by his Son, who had taken a Coach in 


order to make the Journey eaſier to me. 


He deſired I would ſet out with him, 


which I accordingly agreed to do in the 


duſk of the Evening, that we might not 
be known. 
It is poſſible that a Villain, who is 


once diſcovered, may repent, if it is out 


of his Power to hurt you ; but if by con- 
tinuing his evil Practices he can ſecure 
himſelf the longer, he is more to be 
feared than he was before. The Man, 
who, though blinded by Paſſion, has 
found great Difficulties in his Way to 
ſurmount, before he could bring him- 
{cif to tranſgreſs the Rules of Virtue, 
will very readily acknowledge his Faults, 
it, by owning them, he can be aſſured 
of being pardoned. But when any onc, 
in a Manner, is inured to Vice, and by a 
Habit of Villainy is become quite hard- 
ened, we ſhould be very cautious how 
we let him know that he is diſcovered, 
till we have put ourſelves ſufficiently out 
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of his Reach. If he has us in his 
Power, the mildeſt Reproaches inflame, 
inſtead of ſoftening him; and this is ſo 
far from preventing any Miſchief, that 
it is the ſureſt Way to promote it. The 
Truth of this Mrs. Mech was but too 
well convinced of. What ſhe had ſaid 
to Markland made him ſuſpect that ſhe 
was thoroughly informed of all his Tricks, 
and that I held a Correſpondence-with 
her, in order io inſure to myſelf the 
Poſſeſſion of her fair Daughter. The 
Sequel will ſhew that he reſolved, with- 
out hazarding his own Life, to put an 
End to that of ſo dangerous a Rival, as 
he found I was. 

At the Time I received the laſt-men- 
tioned Letter from J. ondon, I was out at 
Dinner at the Clergyman's of the Village 
Mrs. Aﬀeck's Nephew, who brought t the | 
Letter, dined with us Soon after Din- 
ner, we got up in order to return. The 
Clergyman inſiſted upon ſeeing us to my 
Houſe. He walked, therefore, with us, 
the Lawyer being on my right Hand, 
and Mrs. Afﬀicck's "Nephew on my left; 
and Tom, and the Lawyer's Servant be- 
hind us. As we were going-along, we 
ſaw an Officer coming towards us, whom 
I took at a Diſtance for Captain Mariland. 
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